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Brigadier RH Talbot Rice, Regimental Lieutenant Colonel

FOREWORD
rom an Army perspective, 2011 has been a challenging year. Having navigated
through the Strategic Defence and Security Review last year, further savings
exercises were necessary to achieve the Government’s strategic goals, and you
will have heard that the outcome is that the Regular Army will reduce to around
90,000 by 2015, and to around 82,000 by 2020. In addition, difficult decisions
have been taken on funding for future equipment projects; like other Government
employees our pay has been frozen for 2 years; and there is pressure on pensions
and allowances. Defence, like other areas of Government, is taking difficult
decisions in order to make its contribution to balancing the national budget.

F

However, if anyone concludes that all might be
doom and gloom, they would be very wrong.
The Army’s focus on preparing troops for the
challenges of Afghanistan has been continually
refined over the past couple of years, and the
quality of the training they now receive is
unequalled. Likewise, troops are better
equipped than they have ever been for the
challenges of operations; and money continues
to be spent on improving accommodation and
other infrastructure. Over the past year the
Battalion has been at the leading edge of those
taking full benefit of those training, equipment
and accommodation improvements. I can say
with absolute honesty that at no time in my
military service has the Battalion enjoyed better
organised training, better personal equipment,
or better soldier living accommodation than it
has now. It has also had the benefit of very
strong command teams in both the Officers’
and Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ messes.
The consequence is that the boys are in very
good form and are already extremely well
prepared for the challenges of their forthcoming
tour to Afghanistan in April 2012.
As you will read, the past year has been an
enormously varied one for the Regiment. At the
heart of this has of course been the Battalion.
Their many achievements are covered in detail
elsewhere, so I will not attempt to list them all.
However, I would like to congratulate them on
the very successful move from Aldershot to
Hounslow, and for demonstrating admirable
flexibility in achieving both demanding
operational training standards and a first rate
contribution to Public Duties and State
Ceremonial, including providing the Guard of
Honour and the Band at Buckingham Palace for
the wedding between Prince William and the
Duchess of Cambridge. Congratulations are also
in order to the Battalion Rugby Squad for
winning the Army Cup. Having been in the final
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for the last three years, the convincing win
against 2nd Battalion The Royal Welsh was a
tribute to the enduring spirit and capability of
the squad. Although the Battalion Football Team
were not quite able to achieve the same feat,
they nevertheless reached the Infantry Cup Final
– a significant achievement.
I am delighted that our Regimental Afghanistan
Appeal has been so successful and an article
about it is included in this issue. First of all, I
would like to express my very sincere thanks to
the many members and friends of the Regiment
who have so generously supported the Appeal.
The funds raised have made a real difference in
helping our bereaved families and wounded.
Although we have reached our initial target of
£1 million the Appeal will continue, and we are
developing a strategy for carrying it forward
through next year. Our aim is to ensure that we
have the resources to deal with the long term
impact of this extended period of operations,
not just the wounds that are immediately visible.
The Regimental Band continues to sustain
excellence wherever it performs, be it on Public
Duties, Beating Retreat, the Queen’s Birthday
Parade to the myriad of other engagements
they perform in their very busy programme.
They are proud to wear the leek and are very
fine ambassadors for the Regiment, and we are
incredibly well served by them. I am delighted
that Lieutenant Colonel Stephen Barnwell, our
Director of Music, is now the Senior Director of
Music for the Household Division.
I am also pleased the Association continues to
flourish although, inevitably, we face challenges

in maintaining membership levels and
attracting new blood. But branch activity
remains strong and it was good to see another
successful Association battlefield tour took place
in September to Belgium and France. A great
deal of hard work is put in by the Association
Secretary General and branch committees to
keep the Association alive and well and I am
enormously grateful to them all for all that they
do and for the time they give up.
We continue to enjoy excellent relations with our
freedom Cities and Towns and throughout
Wales and the warmth in which we are greeted
means a very great deal to us all. I am delighted
that the Regiment was given the freedoms of the
County of Powys and the County Borough of
Bridgend in the Summer, adding to the many we
already have the privilege of possessing.
Looking ahead, 2012 will rightly be dominated by
the Battalion’s tour in Afghanistan. I hope that as
many as possible will attend St David’s Day on 1st
March in Hounslow to wish them well as they
will deploy imminently thereafter. We will also
ensure that the 30th anniversary of the Falklands
Campaign is properly marked. Further ahead,
discussions are already taking place on how we
should celebrate our Centenary Year in 2015, but
we already have firm plans to publish a
Centenary book in late 2014.
In summary, 2011 has been another excellent
year for the Regiment. The Battalion is held in
very high esteem in the Field Army and
recruiting for both officers and guardsmen
remains healthy. The Band are also enormously
respected and they perform and play to the
highest standards. We are also very fortunate in
having a very engaged Colonel of the Regiment,
and The Prince of Wales continues to give his
precious time and support to both us and the
Appeal; we are hugely grateful to His Royal
Highness for all that he does for us.
We can look to 2012 with great confidence and
I finish by again thanking everyone who has
supported the Appeal, and wishing the Battalion
every good fortune for their tour. You can be
confident that their achievements will be in the
finest traditions of the Regiment.

“Defence, like other areas of Government, is taking
difficult decisions in order to make its contribution
to balancing the national budget”

3

WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE

Lt. Col. DWL Bossi, Commanding Officer1st Battalion

FOREWORD
t’s a time honoured tradition for all Commanding Officers to start their
Forewords by telling readers quite how busy the Battalion has been.
Every year, it would seem, has been quite simply the busiest on record.
Well, I cannot speak for what has gone before, but it falls to me to uphold
tradition by saying that this has very definitely been the busiest period that I
can recall during my time in the Battalion.

I

The pace of life can be judged by the fact that as
I write this at the end of October, the Adjutant
tells me that since taking command on 16th July
this year, I have been in the office for just 20days. Each of the companies could tell a similar
tale and I know you will be interested to hear
their own accounts of what they have been up
to further inside this magazine.
Over the course of the last year the Battalion has
lived a life of contrasts from the rigours of
training for operations to the discipline and
precision of Public Duties. We have moved our
home from Lille Barracks in Aldershot to Cavalry
Barracks in Hounslow and embarked upon
some extremely well designed and resourced
training specific to our mission in Afghanistan
next year. The Battalion has attracted plaudits
from all who have seen us and is now an
integral part of 12th Mechanised Brigade.
Hounslow is an old barracks and while
picturesque has long been in need of some
money and some love. Prior to the Battalion’s
move an enormous building programme was
initiated which has resulted in the single
Guardsmen’s accommodation being totally
rebuilt along new modern lines. To give you
some indication, most Guardsmen now have en
suite bathrooms! Inevitably, we are not quite
there across the board and the Prince of Wales’s
Company will have to wait a while before they
swap their barrack rooms for the comforts of
their new block, but the money is being spent
and the barracks is finally approaching the
standard we would wish it to be – though
readers will be unsurprised to learn that a
considerable amount of ‘self-help’ has still been
required to achieve the great leaps forward in
living standards that we currently enjoy.
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In a year in which the Army has demanded we
cram so much it would have been easy to tell
ourselves that we were simply too busy for
anything extra-curricular, but neither has
sporting success eluded us. As you will no doubt
have read in the Regimental Lieutenant Colonel’s
Foreword, after 29-years in the wilderness and
several extremely close run finals and semifinals in recent times the Battalion has this year
seen its name inscribed (for the 11th time) on to
the silver of the Army Cup. This is an enormous
achievement for all involved, whether team
members, coaching staff or our loyal army of
supporters and has palpably raised the
Battalion’s morale. The Army Cup Final saw
Welsh Guardsmen serving and retired roar on
their team to a convincing win. Not to be
outdone our footballers also reached the finals
of the Infantry Football Cup, no mean feat in a
rugby-battalion like 1 WG and, although they
came away without silverware in the event, their
achievement is no less remarkable for that.
Of course the focus of all the frantic activity over
the last year has been the forthcoming
operational tour to Afghanistan, or “OPERATION
HERRICK 16” as it is known. Because of its
performance in training the Battalion has been
put on to the Campaign Main Effort for the tour
and will be responsible for mentoring and

advising the Afghan Police in a composite force
under my command known as the Police
Mentoring and Advisory Group or “P-MAG”. This
will mean accepting under command all sorts of
specialist and non-specialist troops, both British
and Danish, to help us carry out our task. The
Prince of Wales’s Company and Number Three
Company will in their turn reinforce 3rd
Battalion The Yorkshire Regiment and 1st
Battalion The Royal Anglian Regiment
respectively in more traditional “groundholding” roles.
The training we have received and continue to
benefit from for this operation is without doubt
the finest and most comprehensive I have
received for any deployment. It is quite simply
first class, no expense has been spared – and
quite right too. We will begin to deploy in March
2012 and we are all mindful of the extent of the
task ahead but ready for and relishing the
challenge. Knowing that we deploy with the
strength in depth of the wider Regiment behind
us is vital for morale and the continued support
we experience from the Association whether on
the touchline or marching alongside us at St.
David’s Day or Remembrance Sunday means a
great deal to all of us still serving. Thank you for
your continued and unstinting support.
None of us know what the future holds in
Afghanistan, I can only assure you that we are
well prepared mentally and physically for what
we will face, that we are entrusted with the task
that lies at the centre of the United Kingdom’s
campaign plan and that whatever is thrown at
us by fate and circumstance we will face it down
and leave Afghanistan the better for our
presence. As ever, there is much to be done, but
the Battalion is eager to get on with the job.

“The continued support we experience from the
Association whether on the touchline or marching
alongside us at St. David’s Day or Remembrance
Sunday means a great deal to all of us still serving”

FOREWORD
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THE PRINCE OF WALES’S COMPANY
Y Ddraig Goch Ddyry Cychwyn - The Red Dragon Gives a Lead

Maj Mellish
Maj Launders
Capt Charles-Jones
Lt Wright
98 WO2 Ryan
06 CSgt Jones
02 Sgt Roberts
39 Sgt Hughes
75 LSgt Hayman
63 LSgt Greenman
15 LSgt Scarf
82 LSgt Miller
30 LSgt Skitt
86 LSgt Thomas
54 LSgt Veuveuika
82 LCpl Brown
83 LCpl Bamber
82 LCpl Caffery
46 LCpl Chance
89 LCpl Jones
63 LCpl Love
26 LCpl Parry
72 LCpl Roberts
25 LCpl Small
61 Gdsm Arthur
28 Gdsm Bartlett
18 Gdsm Baw
600 Gdsm Bilton
27 Gdsm Cann
69 Gdsm Charles
45 Gdsm Collins
13 Gdsm Cray
61 Gdsm Dalton
92 Gdsm Davies
77 Gdsm Davies
87 Gdsm Davies
88 Gdsm Deeks
89 Gdsm Dunn
93 Gdsm Edwards
35 Gdsm Evans
89 Gdsm Evans
38 Gdsm Forsyth

36 Gdsm Greenan
07 Gdsm Griffiths
65 Gdsm Hall
16 Gdsm Howells
71 Gdsm Howells
18 Gdsm Hylend
89 Gdsm Jallow
94 Gdsm Jackson
35 Gdsm Jackson
20 Gdsm Jones
91 Gdsm Jones
16 Gdsm Jones
23 Gdsm Jones
60 Gdsm Jones
84 Gdsm Lawrence
53 Gdsm Lloyd
98 Gdsm McCarthy
39 Gdsm Mason
53 Gdsm Meek
94 Gdsm Mottram
10 Gdsm Pound
21 Gdsm Powell
89 Gdsm Powell
81 Gdsm Powell
41 Gdsm Rees
62 Gdsm Reynolds
38 Gdsm Richards
91 Gdsm Roberts
57 Gdsm Rutledge
63 Gdsm Saunders
91 Gdsm Saho
30 Gdsm Simmonds
93 Gdsm Tavaga
40 Gdsm Threadgold
55 Gdsm Thorne
19 Gdsm Townsend
56 Gdsm Tyers
18 Gdsm Wannell
22 Gdsm Williams
94 Gdsm Williams

THE PRINCE OF WALES’S COMPANY

1 Platoon

ince returning from Exercise ASKARI THUNDER at the
end of 2011, the Prince of Wales’s Company, along with
the rest of the Battalion, has had an exceptionally busy
and varied twelve months.
Sport, Adventure Training and the Battalion move
dominated the first part of the year. The summer public
duties season was punctuated with high profile State
Ceremonial events, and low level tactical training. The
autumn has seen bearskins and tunics put to bed, and
focus turned towards preparations for deployment on
Op HERRICK 16 next summer.

S

The company took some
well earned Christmas leave
on return from Kenya at the
end of 2010 before
returning to work ready for
the challenges of 2011. In
the New Year, under the
careful guidance on the
Company Second in
Command members of the
Company went skiing to Les
deux Alpes where they
enjoyed excellent skiing
and après ski in equal
measure. Other members of
the Company took on some

more arduous challenges
sailing in the Solent where
they battled the elements
and sea sickness for a week.
On the sporting field Jam
Boys were right at the
centre of the Army Cup
winning Battalion rugby
team, and the highly
successful Battalion football
team. The rugby players
trained hard in Aldershot
and Cardiff, including a
training day with Ex-All
Black rugby star Anton
Oliver, where he provided
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some insight into how the
All Blacks have managed to
remain consistently on top
of the international game.
A week long training camp
based out of Maindy
Barracks, where the
Battalion were able to draw
on favours of the Welsh
Rugby fraternity, rounded
of the training before the
final. The hard work paid off
as the Battalion defeated
the Second Battalion Royal
Welsh Regiment 28-9 in the
final, Lt Wright scoring an
impressive try in the second
half. The Battalion football
team enjoyed their best

6

season for some time,
backed up by some solid
Jam Boy performances
including the top goal
scorer, Guardsman Cann.
The major muscle
movement of 2011 saw the
whole Battalion move from
Aldershot to Hounslow
occupying much of the
Company’s effort in
ensuring that the Lille
Barracks was left in good
order. Cavalry Barracks has
been a work in progress not
least because the Company
finds itself in the transit
accommodation, whilst a
new block is being

WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE

renovated. The Jam Boys in
typical fashion have dealt
with it in their stride whilst
not perfect, morale has
remained high. Cavalry
barracks is the ideal
location for budding plane
spotters among the
Company as Boeing 747 line
up for landing at Heathrow
Airport.
The Royal Wedding and
Trooping the Colour were
highlights for The Prince of
Wales’s Company during
the brief but busy
ceremonial season. The
Royal Wedding was a once
in a lifetime opportunity for

the all members of the
Company conducted with
great skill and precision.
The Company also provided
Number 5 Guard on the
Queen’s Birthday Parade
and so May and June were
dominated by numerous
trips to Pirbright and Horse
Guards in preparation. On
the rehearsals, and on the
big day, Mother Nature was
kind ensuring that it was
not wet and more
importantly not too hot.
Throughout all of this
activity the ‘green flame’
was kept burning. The
Company conducted
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several exercises in Brecon
focusing on low level skills
such as map reading, field
craft, fire team, section and
platoon attacks. These
weeks always culminated in
section strength assault
course competitions to
finish the exercise. The Jam
Boys have relished the
challenge and competition
that the now familiar
Sennybridge assault course
has to offer.
Preparations for Op
HERRICK have now become
a 12 month effort. Over the
course of the summer, and
on top of everything else,
men from across the
company were dispatched
to specialist courses where
they learnt about the vast
array of new vehicles,
weapons, specialist
equipment and
Afghanistan specific tactics

that will become our bread
and butter. The Company
should now be considered
multi-lingual, with Welsh,
English, Nepali and now
Pashto spoken by Jam Boys.
On return from Summer
leave the whole Battalion
converted to the new MultiTerrain Pattern Combats
and Osprey Body Armour in
preparation for H16. This
change helped prepare the
body and mind for what is
to come as all training will
be conducted in it. The
Company is now fully
immersed in predeployment training.
September and October
saw Afghanistan specific
training exercises taking
place in Aldershot and

THE PRINCE OF WALES’S COMPANY

Caerwent and an excellent
range package in Lydd and
Hythe. A real highlight
amongst this was the
opportunity to train with a
real amputee in the shape
of Sgt Banner (IG); Sgt
Banner lost a leg in 2010 in
Afghanistan and was able
to provide genuine colour
and experience to training,
as well as a superb voice of
experience.
The variety of the last year
has shown the strength of
the Company. Successful
execution of the breadth of
activity over the year, which
has become normal jogging
for Foot Guards Battalions,
is testament to the
versatility and
professionalism of

Guardsmen. The manner in
which all ranks in the Jam
Boys have approached the
spectrum of challenges has
been impressive. The
coming weeks and months
will be busy, challenging
and exciting. The diversity
of activity will not stop, as a
small team of Jam Boys will
be ‘on show’ in Kuwait in
November to support the
Regimental Colonel on an
official visit. But the main
challenge will be to be as
fully prepared as possible
for Op HERRICK, and ready
to continue to build on The
Prince of Wales’s Company’s
excellent example and
reputation from previous
operations.

“The Company should now be considered multi-lingual, with
Welsh, English, Nepali and now Pashto spoken by Jam Boys”

THE PRINCE OF WALES’S COMPANY
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NUMBER TWO COMPANY
Gwyr Ynys Y Cedryn - The Men of the Island of the Mighty

Maj Salusbury
Lt Figgures-Wilson
Lt Major
Lt Starkey COLDM GDS
2Lt Bardsley
2Lt Wright
07 WO2 Dunn
00 CSgt Parry
44 Sgt Heath
38 Sgt Treharne
65 LSgt Challenger
63 LSgt Collins
96 LSgt Cooper
36 LSgt Evans
99 LSgt Hemmings
66 LSgt Marsh
11 LSgt Williams
88 LSgt Jones
17 LCpl Chard
65 LCpl Davies
40 LCpl Edwards
21 LCpl Gwillym
34 LCpl Hughes
48 LCpl Lucas
22 LCpl Roderick
60 LCpl Rogers
46 Gdsm Adams
13 Gdsm Arnold
33 Gdsm Austin
02 Gdsm Bevan
85 Gdsm Bromley
85 Gdsm Campbell
90 Gdsm Campbell
32 Gdsm Craze
86 Gdsm Dade
27 Gdsm Davies
35 Gdsm Davies
50 Gdsm Davies
85 Gdsm Davies
89 Gdsm Davies
35 Gdsm Dudley
43 Gdsm Dupplaw
27 Gdsm Edwards
95 Gdsm Edwards
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76 Gdsm Everett
08 Gdsm Evans
54 Gdsm Foley
80 Gdsm Gent
86 Gdsm Griffiths
09 Gdsm Harding
26 Gdsm Harris
79 Gdsm Harris
42 Gdsm Harvey
83 Gdsm Hawker
09 Gdsm Heath
04 Gdsm Hill
61 Gdsm Hurrell
39 Gdsm Jennings
57 Gdsm Jones
69 Gdsm Jones
83 Gdsm Jones
74 Gdsm Jones
83 Gdsm Leachman
73 Gdsm Lloyd
55 Gdsm Mitchell
32 Gdsm Moyo
02 GdsmMundy
29 Gdsm Nadin
62 Gdsm Niebling
89 Gdsm Openda
Gdsm Pike
24 Gdsm Powell
73 Gdsm Rees
53 Gdsm Reeve
05 Gdsm Retallick
93 Gdsm Richardson
59 Gdsm Rhisiarts
78 Gdsm Roberts
69 Gdsm Robinson
10 Gdsm Roe
77 Gdsm Simmons
31 Gdsm Taylor
37 Gdsm Tucker
80 Gdsm Tuisovurva
78 Gdsm Webb
83 Gdsm Wale
49 Gdsm Woosnam

Lt Bardsley meets the check point commander, LSgt Jones 88,
and shakes hands for an age

011 has proved to be an interesting and varied year
for The Men of the Island of the Mighty. As ever,
Number 2 Company has proven that we are a professional
and reliable outfit whether on exercise in Canada,
conducting Freedom Parades in Wales or on the Forecourt
of Buckingham Palace providing the Guard of Honour for
the Royal Wedding. Number 2 Company have maintained
their undisputed excellent reputation though actions,
not words.

2

The year kicked off with
ensuring that every man
passed the annual tests
(known as MATTs). Held at
Pirbright, this was an excellent
way of quickly and proficiently
achieve all nine tests. It is
worth mentioning the
excellent performance by
Gdsm Pike who received top
shot on the ACMT (Annual
Combat Marksmanship Test
(old APWT)) with a Highest
Possible Score.
It was then time to carryout
our much talked about move to
Cavalry Barracks, Hounslow.
The guardsmen enjoyed
settling in to their new SLAM
(Single Livers Accommodation)

which is of the highest quality.
Every man has his own room,
a large bed and shower room.
However there was no time to
relax as the Ceremonial season
fast approached. With that, our
tunics were dusted off,
bearskins combed and boots
bulled as the drill square
beckoned. We carried out 12
Guards all to the highest
quality bringing much joy to
the great British public!
As a result of this high quality
the self appointed Welsh
Guards Display team were
deployed on several crucial
tasks to represent the
Battalion.The first was to be the
Guard of Honour for the Royal

NUMBER TWO COMPANY
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Wedding. To be given such a
crucial role in a historical event
of this magnitude was a great
honour and we were very
proud to be on the Forecourt at
Buckingham Palace. As
expected, it went without a
hitch despite being in the
Present Arms for over 10
minutes. This then led to our
second task which was a series
of Freedom Marches in Powys,
Bridgend, Cardiff and
Pembroke. We received a huge
amount of support and warmth
from the local population and in
doing so, further secured this
invaluable partnership with the
people of Wales.

NUMBER TWO COMPANY

In May the Company deployed
to Canada to play OPFOR for Ex
PRAIRIE THUNDER 2. Playing
enemy on the final exercise we
used unfamiliar Spartans and
worked in 4 man teams.
Despite the human size
mosquito’s and the less than
desirable weather it was a
great opportunity to see how
other Regiments work and it
was enjoyed by all. After the
exercise had finished we had
the opportunity to take 4 days

adventure training. Some
guardsmen rode horses the
incredible Canadian
wilderness.
Congratulation to CSgt Parry
700, Sgt Heath, L/Sgt Collins,
L/Sgt Cooper, LCpl Hughes,
LCpl Davies 65 and LCpl Rogers
for their well deserved
promotions.
Number 2 Company are now
into the thick of the PMAG
orientated Mission Specific
Training cycle. We have already

completed 3 company level
exercises and are now ready
for the rapidly approaching CFX
in November.
It has been a busy year for the
Company with much achieved.
With the upcoming
deployment on Op HERRICK 16
very much on the horizon the
Company is focused, fit and
fundamentally ready for all the
challenges that we will face in
the year to come.

“As expected, it went without a hitch despite being in the
Present Arms for over 10 minutes”
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NUMBER THREE COMPANY
Fy Nuw, Fy Ngwlad, Fy Mrenin - My God, My Land, My King

Maj Hobrough
Capt Pike
Capt Young
Lt Bromfield
WO2 Taylor
CSgt Williams 205
Sgt Parry 95
Sgt Peters
Sgt Soko
LSgt Cunningham
LSgt Doyle
LSgt Harrhy
LSgt Hayton
LSgt Hiscock
LSgt Hedges
LSgt Stirling
LCpl Barnes
LCpl Bladen
LCpl Bruford
LCpl Edwards 97
LCpl Evans 74
LCpl Haines
LCpl Jayne
LCpl John 68
LCpl Jones 78
LCpl Langley
LCpl Liddy
LCpl Malley
LCpl May
LCpl Moce
LCpl Rowlands 39
LCpl Walters
Gdsm Adjei
Gdsm Ankrah
Gdsm Bailey 51
Gdsm Bailey 97
Gdsm Bawa
Gdsm Bazzard
Gdsm Bebb
Gdsm Berry 45
Gdsm Berry 27
Gdsm Benbow
Gdsm Bishop
Gdsm Brooks
Gdsm Butler
Gdsm Button
Gdsm Ceesay
Gdsm Clarke 49
Gdsm Davies 05
Gdsm Davies 200
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Gdsm Divavesi
Gdsm Doyle
Gdsm Evans 28
Gdsm Florence
Gdsm Hammond
Gdsm Hayward
Gdsm Hibbern
Gdsm Hill
Gdsm Holland
Gdsm Hughes 41
Gdsm John 11
Gdsm Jones
Gdsm Kelly 56
Gdsm Kemp
Gdsm Korosaya
Gdsm Morgan 44
Gdsm Millins
Gdsm Morris 41
Gdsm Mundy
Gdsm Nabukebuke
Gdsm Payne 19
Gdsm Pugh
Gdsm Richards 85
Gdsm Riley
Gdsm Roberts 34
Gdsm Roberts 55
Gdsm Roberts 95
Gdsm Roberts 49
Gdsm Roberts
Gdsm Rodgers 13
Gdsm Rowlands 15
Gdsm Slocombe
Gdsm Smith 68
Gdsm Smith 41
Gdsm Soko
Gdsm Stevens 83
Gdsm Strinati
Gdsm Tame
Gdsm Taylor 97
Gdsm Taylor 21
Gdsm Toomey
Gdsm Thomas 56
Gdsm Thomas 61
Gdsm Thomas 500
Gdsm Tyrell 11
Gdsm Tyrell 64
Gdsm Waqanisaravi
Gdsm Webb 53
Gdsm Williams 07
Gdsm Wright

ife for Number Three Company on return from
Ex ASKARI THUNDER in Kenya and Christmas leave
represented an initial period of calm when compared to
the previous year although this has became more frenetic
as the year has progressed. Sport, adventurous training,
the Battalion move to Cavalry Barracks, Hounslow and the
resumption of Public duties have provided a good mix of
activities. In amongst this have been numerous individual
mission specific training events, including driver and crew
training in preparation for HERRICK 16 next year.

L

After a period of well earned
leave over the festive period
the company returned ready
for work. The handover of Lille
Barracks to the Grenadier
Guards and preparation of
Home Service and public duties
dominated. The wise amongst
the Company jumped at the
chance to have a break from
the scrubbing of walls and
painting by joining the
Battalion’s adventure training
package to Tignes, in France.
None more so than the
Company Commander, who
conveniently being a ski
instructor, was required for 2
weeks and the CSM who ran
the administration for the
company’s allocated week! In
addition to skiing 2 Lt
Bromfield has been particularly
enthusiastic in organising
sailing especially during spells
of good weather and so Little
Iron Men were at least able to
top up their tans if nothing
else. On the sporting front the
company has continued to be
the sporting man’s company
making significant
contributions in both the
Battalion’s rugby and football
teams. The majority of the

Battalion’s rugby team backline
was made up of Little Iron Men
and LSgt Hiscock and Gdsm
Nabukebuke have been
selected to play for the
combined services. Providing a
successful parry to the rugby’s
foil the company’s footballers
have also contributed
significantly to the most
successful Battalion team in
memory with Sgt Peters
captaining the team and LSgt
Cunningham being selected to
play for the Army.
The key event this year has
been the move from Aldershot
to Hounslow. While this
signified a great deal of work
in preparing accommodation,
offices and equipment for
handover to the Grenadiers it
was made easier by the fact
that we were not required to
take over from another unit in
Hounslow. The expectations of
Hounslow were frankly pretty
low. However, with the
company now settled there is
unanimous feeling that
Hounslow is a great place, in
terms of the barracks, with
exemplary single soldier
accommodation and company
offices although its location
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Number 7 Platoon at end of CT 1 Farm Seven SENTA

does mean that we must travel
to train, invariably this is to
Aldershot or Pirbright.

public duties due to the
commitments of the other
companies.

While preparing the handover of
barracks the company also
started preparing for public
duties both in terms of drill and
home service clothing. As we
had missed the public duties the
previous summer due to being
in the Falklands, this required
fitting the company from
scratch for Home Service
Clothing. With the Major
General’s at the forefront of our
minds given the short timescale
it is a testament to the hard
work put in by the guardsmen
in preparing their kit to such a
high standard, a fact that was
noted by the Major General
during his inspection of the
Company. From this we
bounced straight into the Royal
Wedding, a once in a lifetime
experience, for which the
company provided five half
companies. Thereafter, the
Company took the brunt of the

Despite the focus on public
duties the company was able to
ensure that it maintained their
soldiering skills with an
excellent MATTS week in
Crowborough, range package in
Salisbury Plain and low level
skills package in Senneybridge
before summer leave. These
proved valuable training
opportunities to focus on doing
the basics well and included
navigation, marksmanship, field
craft and medical elements.
Intertwined with these training
events the company began its
mission specific training. This
included a variety of specialist
courses where members of the
company were trained on the
numerous weapon systems and
vehicles in theatre as well as the
specific TTPs for Afghanistan

NUMBER THREE COMPANY

that will become central to our
lives in theatre. Throughout the
Little Iron Men jumped at this
opportunity and seized the
challenges that these present.
The return from summer leave
saw the company sporting the
new look DPM uniform for the
British Army, Multi-Terrain
Pattern. This change in uniform
provided a definitive line in the
mind of the company as the
preparation for HERRICK starts
in earnest with collective
training. September and
October will be exceedingly
busy months as the company
starts to prepare itself.
Highlights will include a range
package in Lydd conducting
some of the best ranges
available including a live shoot
house and the use of
simmunition which will provide
a painful reminder to those who
fail carry out the correct drills.

The variety of events that have
involved the company over the
last year help show case the
extremely varied life of the
Battalion and in all areas the
Little Iron Men have shown their
professionalism and versatility.
This ability to flex between
tasks, as we have done this year,
will no doubt stand us in good
stead as we look forward to
next. Looking forward, the
company will be battle grouped
with the 1st Battalion Royal
Anglian (known as the Vikings)
next year. While it is still early
stages relationships are already
being built and we have been
made to feel very welcome with
new friendships being formed.
As such we are even more
determined to meet the
challenges that we will face and
ensure that we are fully
prepared for HERRICK 16.

“Hounslow is a great place, in terms of the barracks, with
exemplary single soldier accommodation”

11

WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE

SUPPORT COMPANY
Nac Ofna Ond Gwarth - Fear Nothing but Disgrace

Maj Moukarzel NRK
Capt Davies C
Capt Dunlop A
Capt Maltby C
Capt Simpson MCD
WO2 Jenkinson J
CSgt Davis M
CSgt Hughes P
CSgt Ridgeway Buckley
Sgt Evans GL
Sgt Jefferies
Sgt Jones
Sgt Lawman
Sgt Lias GJ
Sgt Marsh AJ
LSgt Barry ML
LSgt Bick D
LSgt Cummins T
LSgt Cunningham GW
LSgt Davies L
LSgt Davies WP
LSgt Deren P
LSgt Evans T
LSgt Evans M
LSgt George S
LSgt Hillier GM
LSgt Jones S
LSgt Jones SD
LSgt Jones R
LSgt Lewis GR
LSgt Pearce SD
LSgt Powell S
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LSgt Ralph A
LSgt Soko
LSgt Williams LJ
LSgt Williams
LCpl Biggs MG
LCpl Davies BL
LCpl Davies A
LCpl Devine M
LCpl Evans GP
LCpl Green C
LCpl Griffiths S
LCpl Harries M
LCpl Hill R
LCpl Howells ST
LCpl Jenkins GD
LCpl Jones R
LCpl Kastein A
LCpl Lewis P
LCpl Nuku
LCpl Potts S
LCpl Roberts IWL
LCpl Ryan J
LCpl Rowlands G
LCpl Selby A
Gdsm Asamoah
Gdsm BolaBola S
Gdsm Butterfield DL
Gdsm Brownett C
Gdsm Carter S
Gdsm Chambers N
Gdsm Clark BM
Gdsm Collins

Dmr Cooke CPL
Gdsm David C
Gdsm Davies CD
Gdsm Edwards J
Gdsm Evans MC
Gdsm Evans GP
Gdsm Evans CM
Gdsm Evans HQ
Gdsm Evans K
Gdsm Evans GR
Gdsm Flynn B
Gdsm Forde B
Gdsm FaulknerCD
Gdsm Francis J
Gdsm Fullman K
Gdsm Griffiths BC
Gdsm Hayes AS
Gdsm Hertzog AE
Gdsm Holmes S
Gdsm Hopkinson M
Gdsm Hughes ML
Gdsm Jones G
Gdsm Jones DT
Gdsm Judd
Gdsm Kennedy TK
Gdsm Kirwan DC
Gdsm Kingdon D
Gdsm Lawrie RJ
Gdsm Lepcha P
Gdsm Macedru E
Gdsm Matthews KM
Gdsm Monaghan M

Gdsm Morgan J
Gdsm Mortimer-Rees A
Gdsm Misibi K
Gdsm Needs
Dmr Niuyagoyago A
Gdsm Parfitt JA
Gdsm Parr L
Gdsm Rees C
Gdsm Richards CM
GdsmSanchezTomas OK
Gdsm Sarpak M
Gdsm Sheppard SD
Gdsm Sheppard Smith J
Gdsm Siviter JL
Gdsm Skates L
Gdsm Tancock KJ
Gdsm Taylor S
Gdsm Turner
Gdsm Thomas B
Gdsm Thomas KR
Gdsm Thomas A
Gdsm Vaganalau JT
Gdsm Viavialeu T
Gdsm Walters S
Gdsm Watts KA
Gdsm Webb SLA
Gdsm Woodman RIK
Gdsm Worthington J
Gdsm Woosnam DS
Dmr Williams CJ
Gdsm Williams J
Pte Sutton R
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s with the rest of the Battalion, it has been a busy
year for Support Company. Following the return from
Ex ASKARI THUNDER 4 in Kenya and Christmas Leave, the
start of 2011 saw the Company preparing not only for
Public Duties, but also the annual Support Weapons’
Cadres. These were run out of Knook Camp and held
around Salisbury Plain Training Area immediately after
the Unit Move from Lille Barracks to Cavalry Barracks,
Hounslow.

A

One of the great challenges of
the current operating
environment and operational
tempo is training and
maintaining the specialist
knowledge and skills of
Support Company. As many
readers will know from first
hand experience, it takes years
to produce a ninja MFC ‘A’, or
an Anti-Tanking guru.
With the Machine Gun Platoon
and the Anti-Tank Platoon now
merged under the Fire Support
Group construct, soldiers and
officers from both disciplines
now undergo joint training
and development through the
courses delivered at the
Support Weapon School, in
Warminster. FSG 1 (we have
three in total) has now been
designated as the Corp of
Drums (FSG1), which means
that members of the Corp will
be trained in the Javelin
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system, as well as the heavy
weapons that they are more
traditionally associated with.
The Battalion has a new Drum
Major in Sgt (DMaj) Lawman,
and there is a recruitment and
training drive ongoing so that
by the Battalion’s next stint of
Public Duties readers will be
able to see a healthy Corp of
Drums representing the
Battalion in all the usual
events.
The Company was also
involved in all aspects of the
year’s ceremonial duties, with
representatives on parade for
Her Majesty the Queen’s
Birthday Parade, the Beating of
Retreat, The Royal Wedding
and of course a number of
daily duties.
Immediately before Summer
Leave focus then shifted on to
Op HERRICK 16 and beginning
the conceptual and physical

journey towards our
deployment next year. The
Company Commander, with
the Mortar Platoon
Commander and one of the
FSG Commanders, deployed to
Afghanistan for a few weeks in
July on a recce for the
Company’s forthcoming role as
mentors to the Afghan
National Police. At the same
time the remainder of the
Company deployed to Brecon
under the Company Sergeant
Major and the Recce Platoon
Commander to undergo some
refresher training on low level
skills and drills across the
various elements of the
Company. This proved to be an
excellent shake out after Public
Duties and a good way to
refocus attention prior to
Summer Leave.
The autumn has seen the
majority of the Company
training in Lydd, Longmore
and Warminster as we prepare
for the large test exercises that
loom on the horizon, with the
Recce Platoon detached from
the Battalion and training
alongside the Brigade
Reconnaissance Force (BRF).
The BRF is largely constituted
from the Light Dragoons, who

the Welsh Guards have
fostered a very close
relationship with over the last
few years (FSG 3 and elements
of the Mortar Platoon were
attached to them for all of Op
HERRICK 10 and X Company
under Major Gallimore worked
alongside them for the first
part of their time on Op
HERRICK 10 as well).
It would also be remiss not to
mention the extraordinary
efforts of Sgt Young, who
following injury on Op HERRICK
10 was part of a team of
wounded soldiers that
journeyed overland to the
North Pole. Some readers may
have seen him on television as
he had a somewhat well
known public figure alongside
him for part of the journey!
Support Company is well. It is
challenging to keep the
specialist skills of the Company
up to date with the tempo of
life between deployments, and
with our role for the next tour.
That said the necessary plans
are in place to keep the
Company in good shape, and
most importantly the spirit
remains strong.

SUPPORT COMPANY
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Captains Matt Simpson and Andrew Dunlop
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HEADQUARTER COMPANY
Ofna Dduw, Anrhydedda’r Brenin - Fear God, honour the King

Lt Col Bossi
Maj Bettinson
Maj Cooling
Maj Bowen
Capt Dawson
Capt Durham
Capt Hughes
Capt McNaughton
Capt Pridmore
Capt Richards
Capt Robinson
Capt Spencer-Smith
Capt Beare
WO1 Baldwin
WO2 Topps 88
WO2 Campbell 97
WO2 Brown 89
WO2 Nelson 90
WO2 Smith 63
CSgt Savage 78
CSgt Williams 27
CSgt Wilson 34
Sgt Davies 83
Sgt Evans 62
Sgt Farr 73
Sgt Griffiths 42
Sgt Hayes 81
Sgt Lewis 29
Sgt O’Brien 75
Sgt Parry 64
Sgt Plewa 15
Sgt Smith 19
Sgt Todd 25
Sgt Turner 81
Sgt Webb 70
Sgt Williams 37
LSgt Abraham 58
LSgt Buller 62
LSgt Davies 04
LSgt Davies 44
LSgt Davies 83
LSgt Evans 88
LSgt Fuller 51
LSgt Green 77
LSgt Greaves 50

HEADQUARTER COMPANY

LSgt Harris 58
LSgt Jones 11
LSgt Long 76
LSgt Robinson 06
LSgt Marquardt 04
LSgt McFall 89
LSgt Paddock 56
LSgt Morgan 65
LSgt Owen 43
LSgt Parry 34
LSgt Phillips 68
LSgt Prosser 52
LSgt Waddell 71
LSgt Taylor 67
LCpl Bunce 69
LCpl Cook 56
LCpl Clowes 90
LCpl Cunningham 76
LCpl Green 79
LCpl Glanville 97
LCpl Horrell 00
LCpl Jones 13
LCpl Lee 50
LCpl Sanigar 25
LCpl Stevens 68
Gdsm Allen 43
Gdsm Beattie 32
Gdsm Bisp 75
Gdsm Boulton 46
Gdsm Collins 88
Gdsm Che 74
Gdsm Davies 51
Gdsm Divers 80
Gdsm Evans 16
Gdsm Fatchu 66
Gdsm Griffiths 65
Gdsm Horrocks 76
Gdsm Jones 08
Gdsm Knill 09
Gdsm Lewis 48
Gdsm Millins 79
Gdsm Payne 56
Gdsm Pike 57

Gdsm Pike 36
Gdsm Rogers 58

Attached

Gdsm Rowe 30

Maj Zaffar

Gdsm Robinson-Shaw 00

Capt Gill

Gdsm Sarr 53

Capt Miller

Gdsm Stevens 46
Gdsm Smith 65
Gdsm Sweeney 53

Capt Jones
WO2 Godfree

Gdsm Whitefoot 35

WO2 Millard

LCpl Forester

SSgt Brown

LCpl Gona

SSgt Young

LCpl Groves

SSgt Rees

LCpl Keen
LCpl Peprah
LCpl Pickard
LCpl Rai 52

Sgt Barnes
Sgt Collins
Sgt Evanson

LCpl Rai 17

Sgt Jackson

LCpl Saru

Sgt Lessels

LCpl Thompson

Sgt Lowe-Barrow

LCpl Williams 92

Sgt Shaw

Pte Afidemenyo
Pte Bailey
Pte Campbell

Sgt Smith
Sgt Washer

Pte David

Sgt Wills

Pte Godfrey

Sgt Santos-Carey

Pte Kileteji

LSgt Howat

Pte Herbert

LSgt Ravano

Pte Rai 07
Pte Rai 78
Pte Robinson
Pte Smith

LSgt Limbu
LSgt Morrey
Cpl Brookes

Pte Payne

Cpl Brooks

Pte Quinn

Cpl Brown

Cfn Colwell

Cpl Bereton

Cfn George

Cpl O’Neil

Cfn Jayes
Cfn Joyce
Cfn Lucan-Wilson

Cpl Pell
Cpl Whyte

Cfn Millington

LCpl Bell

Cfn Reid

LCpl Clayton

Cfn Singh Dhindsa

LCpl Forrester
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Capt Robinson and Maj Cooling - recce in Afghanistan

he last twelve months has seen Headquarter Company
engaged in constant activity whether that be
sustaining and maintaining the Bns’ combat effect on the
plains of Kenya or supporting the Ceremonial events that
have been watched by millions of people around the
globe on television. Of course in between has been the
move from Aldershot to our new base at Cavalry Barracks
in Hounslow. The QM and his staff did an outstanding job
in bringing the barracks back to life, it had not been
occupied for six months before the Bn arrived. The pace of
life has remained consistently fast and the Company has
survived all that has been thrown at them, by the wider
Army, but more significantly the Battalion Headquarter
Staff Officers’.

T

The change of personalities
within the Company has been
many and varied.
At the top the Bn has said
farewell to Lt Col Antelme, he
moves on to ‘pastures old’
planning support to
operations in other parts of the
world. Lt Col Bossi has
returned from Afghanistan to
guide the battalion through the
oncoming Op Herrick tour
which starts in March next
year. A change of Company
Commander in May saw the
return of Maj Mark Cooling
who thanked Maj Dave Ryan of
the Irish Guards for covering
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the gap pending his return.
The RSMs have swapped with
Sergeant Major Roberts 99 off
to civvy street and Sergeant
Major Baldwin returning from
a short spell in Cardiff. We have
also had a ‘foreigner’ takeover
as the CSM with the arrival of
CSM Shaun Nelson from the
Irish Guards. He has settled in
quickly and has already started
using ‘alright butt’ rather than
‘what about ya’.

LCpl Grindley, Capt Robinson, Coy Comd, Sgt Plewa & CSM at Lydd

The ‘attached’ continue to give
sterling support to the Bn and
are an integral part of the
Company. Capt Andy Gibb has
arrived as the new RAO with a
team that has changed almost
completely within the last 12
months. Maj Syed Zaffar is our
new uncompromising RMO,
who replaced Maj Guy
Fordham just before summer
leave. Capt ‘Dusty’ Miller is our
first Royal Signals officer to
command the CIS Pl. The SNCOs
fronting the Catering Pl and
LAD have also had a significant
impact within the Bn – all for
the better.
Company Headquarters has
managed to survive the
demands placed on it by the
Sergeant Major and Drill Sgt
and as always, we have
covered every task given. Yes
you guessed correctly the CSM
still has that draw full of
soldiers to call on! DSgt please
note!!
The Company has been
gearing up to support, and be
involved in, the training ready

for Op HERRICK 16. The Coy
Comd, QM, MTO and most of
the Bn HQ Staff Offrs have
already been to Afghanistan
on a recce in July. The Coys
most recent activity has been
to participate in, and support
the Range package at Lydd and
Hythe. The Coy Comd and his
band of men that are to deploy
on HERRICK 16 took part in all
ranges. The scores that they
attained throughout the week
were, at times, better than the
Rifle Coy’s. The Coy are now
going through, and
supporting, Mission Specific
Training. The chefs have
managed to escape barracks
with Number Two Coy honing
their ‘in the field’ skills. The
armourers have been
deployed with the Rifle Coys on
all the ranges that are taking
place with the remainder of the
LAD ensuring that the MT fleet
stays roadworthy.
Each department has their
own story to tell and their
experiences and perceptions
make interesting reading.

“The QM and his staff did an outstanding job in bringing the
barracks back to life, it had not been occupied for six months
before the Bn arrived”
HEADQUARTER COMPANY
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Bn Staff Kenya & CAST.

QUARTERMASTER DEPARTMENT
his year has seen the G4 team experiencing the usual

Tvariety of tasks that results in the Battalion remaining
administered and, in the main, content. We work hard to
please everyone which invariably leads to the odd
disgruntled soul but we are working hard to ensure that
every member of the Battalion has their eggs cooked the
way they like it!
St David’s day was a G4
success under WO2 (RQMS)
Pollard who arranged for 50
Regimental blankets to be
procured. They were so
popular that 19 of them were
borrowed on long term loans.
We look forward to seeing
them return next year! The
tailoring team under the
exacting eye of CSgt Wilson
fitted the Battalion into Future
Army Dress – FAD - or CAD as it
seems to now be known Current Army Dress. This was
no mean feat with LSgt
Abraham, Gdsm Bisp and Tame
all working extremely hard to
fit the Battalion for FAD and
Home Service Clothing for
Public Duties. It is noteworthy
that the Major General was
unable to identify a single
tailoring point on his
inspection. In fact we had only
6 points raised, all of which
were outside our control. This
was a remarkable feat all
round by the Battalion.
The move into an abandoned
Cavalry Barracks went

HEADQUARTER COMPANY

extremely well with Sgts Farr
and Parry 64 to the fore ably
assisted by LSgt Parry 34 and
Gdsm Boulton. Lille Barracks
was handed over in excellent
order under WO2 (RQMS)
Baldwin which bodes well for
our return in 2013. Cavalry
Barracks remains an ongoing
project but we have made a
first-rate start with the manner
in which we view the barracks.
The Gdsm enjoy their superb
new Single Living
Accommodation (SLAM) which
can be compared to a Premier
Inn style of living. POWs Coy
remains in transit
accommodation but will move
into SLAM on return from
HERRICK 16. Success stories
thus far include the opening of
the fantastic Sports Bar,
courtesy of Mr Chris Beynon,
and an onsite Forward
Operating Base (FOB).
The G4 team is full of
characters, not least Sgt Davies

83 who toils away in his
clothing store. FAD and the
new Multi Terrain Pattern
Combats (MTP) have all been
demanded and supplied via
83. LCpl Cunningham has been
responsible for the busy Home
Service Clothing (HSC) account
and has managed his hectic
workload with the composure
expected of a SNCO. LSgt
Phillips has worked hard and
earned his pay with a huge
amount of ammunition being
supplied, used and
conditioned for the HERRICK 16
training package.
On the Technical side of house,
Captain Dawson has filled the
vacant Technical
Quartermaster post and WO2
(RQMS) Campbell has taken
over from WO2 (RQMS)
Baldwin. Both have had a
baptism of fire with a huge
amount of equipment passing
through the accounts as we
prepare for Operations. Real
credit must go to Sgt Williams
37 who has been locked in the
G1098 office working
incredibly hard to not only
account for all the equipment
but get the Cavalry Barracks
UNICOM systems into good
order. LSgt Buller has
continued to plug away in the
Unit Spares Account (USA)

stores and Sgt Paddock and
Gdsm Griffiths 65 have joined
the Technical team to boost
output as we attempt to stay
ahead of the game in our
preparations for operations.
We have bid farewell and
thanks to LCpl Barnes who has
moved to Number Three
Company as a Section 2 IC after
his successful completion of
his PNCO course and we hope
to see him on SCBC in the not
too distant future.
WO2 (RCWO) Scott and his new
Catering Platoon have coped
remarkably well with
establishing a whole new
catering regime under the new
Pay As You Dine (PAYD)
concept. SSgt Young has been
equally busy in establishing a
new REME team who face the
daily rigours of working in
outdated buildings that are in
dire need of refurbishment.
Overall this year, the Battalion
has experienced diversity in
abundance with the G4 team
playing their part throughout.
We relish the challenges ahead
and are wholeheartedly
committed to supporting the
Battalion as we all navigate
through yet another
demanding year.

“A Commander should only fight the battle he can sustain”
Gen Rupert Smith Gulf War 1991
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LCpl Cunningham, Sgt Phillips & RQMS Topps-What ammunition?

TRANSPORT PLATOON
he last 12 months for the Motorised Transport Platoon

Thas been a very busy, testing and demanding time.

During the build up to Exercise ASKARI THUNDER in Kenya
the MT had the task of converting all of the Battalion’s
drivers to left hand drive vehicles which included the old
Bedford 4 tonne vehicle and petrol Land Rover.
This was a 1 to 2 day course in
Aldershot designed to convert
the Bn’s drivers on road and off
road cross country and also to
ensure that the driver could
transport passengers in the old
legacy seating as well as the
new enhanced seating.
Apart from 3 members of the
platoon we deployed on EX
ASKARI THUNDER 4 as part of
the Activation Party in Oct and
came upon the daunting task
of taking over an enormous
old and decrepit fleet of
vehicles which could barely
move.
Throughout the exercise the
platoon formed up as part of
A1 Echelon which saw the MTO
Capt Robinson on his belt
buckle on more than one
occasion in his Test Exercise
Simulation (TES) kit, pepper
potting whilst under attack. In
fairness LCpl Horrell took the
meaning of an “Helli Bedford”
literally to another level after
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having a break failure whilst
moving at speed downhill to
Archers Post. As part of the
convoy he decided to do his
Brands Hatch bit, attempt to
overtake all vehicles in the
convoy, realising that he had
no brakes made for the closest
earth mound and take off. The
commander of the vehicle
ironically an RLC driver by this
point had passed out with
fright. Overall, quite a good
exercise with only 5 road traffic
accidents none of which were
severe.
On completion of the exercise
and after the painstaking task
of handing back the fleet to
BATUK, the platoon had 24
hours of a well deserved
adventure training package
out on the plain where they
relaxed and had a few beers
during the evening???

Sgt Davies 83 Clothing out, clothing in.

We returned to the UK and the
platoon proceeded directly on
a well deserved Christmas
break returning in January.
During a frantic week in March
the platoon managed to take
over the Grenadier Guards
vehicle fleet in Wellington
Barracks, move and set up
shop in Hounslow, hand over
the 1WG fleet in Lille Barracks
Aldershot, whilst moving the
Battalion, a job well done.
Shortly after this we lost the
infamous Sgt Jones 21 (better
known for his happiness) on a
posting to 23 SAS and shortly
after LSgt “Mikey” Smith 19,
now newly promoted to Sgt,
took over the helm. A number
of other change of
personalities took place during
this period; LSgt “Ghost” (get
off my train) Harris 58 took
over as the Details NCO, LSgt
Owen 43 joined us from the
Med Centre - we all believe he
has brought the medical couch
with him as he is permanently
horizontal. LSgt “Trigger” Evans
88 took over the responsibility
of the stores and driver
training. Gdsm Green has
successfully passed the FGPRCC

promotion course and was
promoted. LCpl Robinson has
recently been promoted to
LSgt for working extremely
hard in the Servicing Bay
keeping the Battalion fleet
alive.
The platoon has continued to
support the Battalion providing
transport, drivers and troops
for all of the various Public and
Ceremonial Duties events. We
played a large role in moving
the Battalion on a number of
occasions for the Royal
Wedding as well as
participating on it. The Kits and
Capes vehicles and drivers
were once again provided by
the platoon and lead by the
MTO for the QBP and Beating of
the Retreat and for all other
normal Duties over the 3
month period.
Meanwhile, in the background
of all of the ongoing events
was a continuous tranche of
Urgent Operational
Requirement (UOR) Vehicles
driving courses at DST
Leconfield. Within a short
period of time most of the
Companies drivers’ were able
to drive a full spectrum of UOR
Platform vehicles. The UOR

“Four wheels on my wagon and I’m still rolling along”
LCpl Horrell Welsh Guards Kenya 2010
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A well worn LAD shopfloor

driver training instructors and
experts; LSgts Hayton and
Marquardt, and LCpl Horrell
were tasked by the Brigade
Headquarters to the Crew
Training School to run the
Brigade crew courses. As part
of the Op HERRICK re-orbat
process Gdsm Morgan 44,
Williams 07, Berry and Bebb are
living the dream attached to
Number 3 Coy as drivers for the
tour. The MTO has been
selected as the 2IC of the
Regional Training Centre South
West and has ensured that
many of the platoon will
deploy with him to Helmand.
The maintenance of the fleet

LSgt ‘Ghost’ Harris 58 the BATUK POL NCO

and ongoing support to the Bn
through its MST and during the
Op tour is covered by Sgt Smith
who will head up the MT for
the Rear Ops Group.
All in all, the MT platoon has
survived the onslaught of life in
the Bn culminating in a very
busy year. The previous
Afghanistan tour seems now a
distance away with the next
just around the corner. Life is as
always fast and furious with
plenty of training to catch up
on and there is never a dull
moment, the platoon remains
in very good spirit and is
looking forward to the next
year and Operational tour.
MTO Capt Robinson briefing during ‘The roc drills’

MT Sgt and MTO before the QBP
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Members of the MT PI Kits and Capes
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The remains of LCpl Horrell’s 4T Heli Bedford
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Gdsm Evans operating the radios in the rear JOC

CIS PLATOON
ollowing on from last year’s article in this publication,
the CIS Platoon did indeed deploy to Kenya on Ex
ASKARI THUNDER. The exercise was, from a
communications point of view an absolute success. The
Brigade Commander stated at the time that the CIS
platoon were the first in the Army to get full Bowman
data up and running whist on the exercise. Capt Owen
James, who has now left the Army, was justifiably proud
of the platoon in achieving all that they did on the
exercise.

F

Moving into 2011 saw the
preparation for the move to
Cavalry Barracks. Having one
of the more technical stores in
the Battalion requires a great
deal of work. Under the
watchful eye of the CIS CQMS,
Sgt Turner, the platoon handed
over all equipment to the
Grenadier Guards in good
order. The move of barracks in
April also coincided with
supporting public duties. The
CIS platoon became involved
with the duty companies in
completing a number of
Queen’s Guards and
ceremonial parades. The whole
of platoon were involved in
trooping the colour in one way
or another as well as taking
part in the Royal Wedding
which saw the CIS platoon man
its own half company. During
this period the platoon were
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uplifted with the arrival of five
soldiers from the Royal Signals
who are known as the Infantry
Support Team. They will be
with us for two and half years
and will provide a capability
such as an electrician,
technician and three operators.
They have been welcomed into
the platoon and are proving to
be a valuable asset.
Prior to summer leave and the
start of Mission Specific
Training, the platoon have
indulged in a number of ‘Days
out’. The first was a Platoon
Commander’s welcome to
London visit. There are many of
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The CIS Platoon Seniors supporting public duties

the platoon who had not
previously spent much time in
London whereas many of the
seniors have been visiting for
years. Capt James led a visit to
the Imperial War Museum
which was followed by a tour
of the Houses of Parliament
organised by LSgt Fuller. The
second of these days saw the
platoon head off to the nearby
Thorpe Park organised by the
platoon Sergeants. Both trips
were well received and the
platoon is looking forward to
more in the future.
We are now in the middle of
our Mission Specific Training.
For the CIS Platoon this is a
busy but intensely rewarding
period. We are getting to grips
with the plethora of new
communications systems and
applications that will be used
in Afghanistan. As we do this
we then deliver training to the
rest of the Battalion. At the
same time we continue
support the Battalion
Headquarters as normal on
events such as CAST and CFX.
The deployment next year will
see the CIS Platoon conduct

operations on two fronts. We
will provide our own integral
communications support to
the Battalion and Companies.
Our bigger challenge however
will come in the form of
mentoring and training the
Afghan Police. The RSO will be
mentoring at the highest level
across Helmand, while at the
very basic level, the
Guardsmen and Royal
Signallers will be teaching the
policemen at both the Regional
Training Centre and at check
points across Task Force
Helmand.
No report would be complete
without mentioning those
individuals in the platoon who
have seen change in 2011. Capt
Miller is the new RSO and Sgt
Todd returned from Brecon.
WO2 Smith and CSgt Savage
were promoted, and LSgt Fuller
has been selected for
promotion. Sadly for the
morale of the platoon, Sgt ‘JT’
Turner has now left to take up
the RSWO post at Brecon. We
will miss his wit and train
spotter knowledge of
Clansman!

“The Brigade Commander stated at the time that the CIS
platoon were the first in the Army to get full Bowman data up
and running whist on the exercise”
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Gdsm Millins & Cpl Brooks R Sigs RTC training

The CIS Platoon at the Houses of Parliament
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The Triple Crown Sects – Worthy Down

Adventure Training in the Lake District
HEADQUARTER COMPANY
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It truly was a bad hair day

AGC SPS DETACHMENT

WELFARE OFFICE

nother busy period passes us by, filled with Ex Askari
Thunder 4, the unit move to Hounslow, the Triple
Crown Competition and some well deserved adventure
training in the Lake District. A number of the Detachment
deployed to Kenya to support the Bn on Ex Askari Thunder
4 with posts in the Bn Ops Rm, the Orderly Room and in
some cases acting as infantryman in a section. LCpl Boadi
has not been the same since.

his year, as with many before, has been intense; life in
the Welfare Office proves to be both testing and at
times very rewarding. After our return from Kenya and
following Christmas leave the focus moved towards the
unit move to Cavalry Barracks Hounslow and the
Battalions involvement in the Queen’s Birthday Parade.
For the married man the early morning commute from
Aldershot and other surrounding areas started well with
car sharing seeming to be the answer for many.

A

The Triple Crown is an AGC
Military Skills and March &
Shoot competition held at
Worthy Down. This year we
submitted two sections, one in
each category, producing
some good results considering
the small amount of training
that was achieved. LCpl Jones
just about overcome her fear of
heights to complete the assault
course and Pte Sutton guided
us expertly around Winchester!
Adventure Training in the Lake
District came at the end of July
11 and we were blessed with
some lovely weather to fully
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enjoy the views during the hill
walking, though Ptes Rai and
Shrestha clearly thought it was
Gurkha selection and left the
older folk behind. Archery,
water zorbing and rock
climbing was also on the
menu.
We welcome to the
Detachment the new RAO,
Capt Andy Gill along with Sgt
Barnes, Sgt Wills, LCpl Gurung,
Pte Afidemenyo, Pte Rai, Pte
Shrestha, Pte Sutton and
Pte Watt.

T

Once life began to settle
down and routine was
restored we, in the welfare
team, decided it was time to
organise some events for
both the wives and the
families.
We have now had two
fantastic complimentary
invitations to Paultons Park,
the first being on 22 May
courtesy of the Lions of Fleet,
gave up to 30 family
members the opportunity to
enjoy the facilities of the park
completely free. More

recently, the families had the
chance to enjoy Armed Forces
Day on 3-4 September, again in
the park free of charge thanks
to Paultons’ Park. As always,
the feedback was fantastic and
Paultons Park seems to grow in
its popularity with every visit.
Our first wives event of the year
was to be a Ladies Dinner Night
held in the Sergeants Mess on
Saturday 9th July. The numbers
at first were very promising
and as many as 60 had shown
an interest. Unfortunately, on
the night that dropped to
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The most attractive line up of the day.

around 45 however this did
nothing to lessen the
enthusiasm and spirit of those
who attended. After pre dinner
drinks the ladies were treated
to a fantastic four course meal
provided by our outstanding
chefs and recognition must go
to their amazing efforts on the
night. After dinner the real
entertainment began, Garrison
FM provided the disco and
karaoke however, the Elvis
impersonator was about to
steal the show and loose his
wig. It was an absolute treat to
see 5 or 6 of the girls hanging
onto Elvis and one even
decided she was going to give
his wig a try, no names will be
mentioned but for those who
attended “you know who you
are”.
Having sampled the grandeur
of the Sergeants Mess our next
endeavour was to Ascot Races
on Friday 22 July. Having
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assembled a comfortable
group together, we arrived
early enough to sample a
couple of libations prior to
staking our children’s
inheritance on the horse that is
always a cert. One or two of
the group did however have a
couple of winners but it was
Charlotte Hedges who was the
big winner on the day, tipping
five of the seven winners. Sgt
Gaz Evans gave us our final
treat of the day, having found
the intercom microphone on
the bus he decided to give us a
rendition of his stand up act, as
of yet he has failed to make any
further bookings based on that
performance.
Having returned from 3 weeks
leave, the Battalion came
together along with family and

friends for the Families Day on
the 31st August in Cavalry
Barracks. Knowing that the
coming months would involve
a bit of separation all those
who attended took advantage
of spending quality time with
both their children and families
alike. The children were
particularly enjoyed the
fairground rides, inflatable
attractions and even an
assortment of reptiles
including snakes, spiders and
even a skunk. Food and drink
was a plenty and in good
Welsh Guards fashion both
bars were left dry at the end of
the day. One of the star
attraction on the day was
Rabbie our local children’s
entertainer who arrived in full
clown suit and made an instant

impact by crashing into the
barrack gates only to be given
a good old fashioned earful by
Sgt Prosser the Regimental
Police Sergeant. I believe the
words “what the hell are you
on you clown” were used. LCpl
Hobbs also made the journey
from Cardiff with his mother
and two nurses to keep him
right, we wish him a speedy
recovery from his recent illness
and look forward to seeing him
back in the Battalion in the very
near future.
Our latest venture was the
Ladies Combat Weekend held
in the grounds and training
areas in Sandhurst; this was
something that was to
challenge us all both physically
and mentally. The weekend
began with a cursory kit

“It was an absolute treat to see 5 or 6 of the girls hanging onto
Elvis and one even decided she was going to give his wig a try”
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The fun is only about to begin.

inspection and the issuing of
rations and a plastic mug. For
some the plastic mug was
confused as a metal one and it
was only when the boil in the
bag had fallen through the
bottom of the mug that, the
penny dropped. A day and
night navigation was
completed with the keenness
to get around as soon as
possible to relieve the feet from
the now ever growing blisters.
The inclusion of command
tasks and the crossing of the
world famous Sandhurst bog
were to slow the teams down
and add to the ever-worsening
blistered feet and in one case
hand. We finished the night by
ensuring the teams set up
harbour and then settled
down to pizza, wine and a
movie on the big screen all
under the clear starlit
Sandhurst sky. As the chat
ebbed away so did the ladies
and a night in a warm doss
bag on a comfy roll mat was
calling, except for two hardcore individuals (Ms Bossi and
Pearce) who stayed up all night
and kept the chat like the fire

“fierce”. It was also these two
night crawlers that decided to
get up to a little mischief and
hide the welfare teams
bergans; this was to cause Sgt
Evans 62 much upset, as the
prospect of life without his
beloved woolly bobble hat was
unthinkable. Thankfully, the kit
was found after the threat of
hills and the dreaded bog was
pulled into play.
Sunday morning was to kick off
with another game of lemons
and once again, it was
confirmed that women
couldn’t catch and throw
without screaming at each
other. SSgt Brown, our resident
PT buster turned up and on his
appearance faces started to
look a little worried. His everenergetic way soon got all the
girls going and a good
thrashing around the Academy
obstacle course was much
enjoyed by all, with the
addition of a quick dip in the
Wish stream, they were ready
for the next challenge.

combat. The ladies were now
exposed to an afternoon of
paintballing. One or two were
a little apprehensive due to the
very direct safety brief of “this
will hurt but just get on with it”.
Once the team had the kit on
and weapons and ammo was
issued the apprehension was
replaced with a steely-eyed
100-yard stare.
The paintballing drew to a
close the ladies were battered

and very bruised but all the
better for it. Such a fantastic
weekend is only possible if you
have a great support team to
make it so. CQMS Savage and
his staff and CSgt Williams 27
are thanked for their time,
effort and commitment to
making the weekend a great
success. As for the future who
knows what we will get up to,
whatever it will be will involve
having lots of fun.

The final treat was off to
Effingham to try out some real
Capt Mc being larger than life…again.
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his year in addition to usual Public Duties, the
Band of the Welsh Guards has been a part of many
diverse engagements and activities ranging from
recording an Album with Warner Music, being the
roulement band at the Royal School of Music Kneller Hall,
performing in the Classical Spectaculars with the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra at the Royal Albert Hall,
supporting the First Battalion on several Freedom
Parades, and of course the Royal Wedding! The band also
managed to find time to have a week's Adventure
Training skiing in Andorra, and later in the year a week's
kayaking and mountain walking in Snowdonia.

T

THE ROYAL WEDDING
ALBUM
This February, in the midst of
our annual stint of providing
musical support as the
roulement band at Kneller Hall,
the band spent two days at Air
Studios, London, recording our
new Album, “A Royal Tribute”,
to mark the occasion of the
then pending marriage of
Prince William of Wales to Kate
Middleton.
The Album featured many
guest performers: Hollywood
actor and proud Welshman
Michael Sheen, Wynne Evans
(Mr Go Compare), Welsh
soprano Gwawr Edwards, and
2 legendary choirs – Treorchy
Male Choir and the Choir of
Westminster Abbey - all joining
together with the band in
celebration of a proud national
occasion.
We were then lucky enough to
get to perform on the BBC’s
The One Show and ITV’s The
Alan Titchmarsh Show to
promote the release of the
Album. The Album also

received airtime on Classical
FM as their “CD of the week”
and also reached number 4 in
the Classical charts.
IN CONCERT AT THE
GUARDS’ CHAPEL
The day after St David's Day the
band played in concert in the
Guards’ Chapel in aid of raising
money for the Guards’
Museum. The successful
concert featured an
arrangement by Major
Barnwell of Rachmaninoff’s
Symphonic Dances 1. The
concert also included first class
solo performances from LCpl
Rebecca White on violin playing
the first movement of
Mendelssohn’s Violin Concert
(Opus 64), and LCpl Andrew
Mercer on trombone playing a
Trombone Concerto written by
Satoshi Yagasawa. The Major
General was in attendance.
“MARCH” ON
On March 4th the band
provided musical support to
2nd Battalion, The Princess of
Wales’ Royal Regiment, who
provided the Guard of Honour
for the visiting Admiral
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Giampaolo Di Paolo, Chairman
of the NATO Military
Committee.
March 23rd saw the annual
Household Division Musician of
the Year competition for
musicians that have recently
joined the Division. Our newest
clarinettist, Musn Natalie White
playing Lutoslawski’s Dance
Preludes and Horovitz’s
Sonatine 3rd Movement, was
successful in winning the
competition in very strong
field.
REUNITED
The end of the month saw our
bi-annual band reunion, held
in the Warrant Officers’ and
Sergeants’ Mess in Wellington
Barracks. The day was a great
success with an excellent turn
out of ex members. It was so
good to see so many old faces
and to reminisce over a beer or
two!
THE PFA AND THE ABBEY
April saw 2 outings for the
band's fanfare team. Firstly at
the Professional Football
Association’s annual awards at
the Grosvenor Hotel London on
April 17th, and then in
Westminster Abbey for this
year's Maundy Thursday
service on April 21st. The latter
occasion was attended by Her
Majesty The Queen and the
Duke of Edinburgh, with the
Monarch celebrating her 85th
birthday on that day. This was
the first time her birthday had
fallen on Maundy Thursday.
TUNED PERCUSSION
On April 26th, as part of the
Guards’ Chapel Lunchtime
Recital Series, our own Musn
David Llewellyn-Jones put on a
great performance,
showcasing his talent and
versatility on tuned percussion.
He started with November
Evening by Christopher Norton
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for unaccompanied Marimba,
then Valse Brilliante by George
Hamilton Green for Marimba,
accompanied on piano by LCpl
Emily Murray of the Irish
Guards Band, next was an
unaccompanied piece for
Vibraphone by Mark
Glentworth entitled Blues for
Gilbert. He finished with a
Concerto for Marimba by Ney
Rosauro, again accompanied
on piano by LCpl Murray.
THE ROYAL WEDDING
On April 29th, the band had
the honour of supporting
Number 2 Company, First
Battalion Welsh Guards, in
providing the Guard of Honour
at Buckingham Palace for the
Royal Wedding of HRH Prince
William of Wales and Miss
Catherine Middleton.
We started the day by
marching the 1st Battalion Irish
Guards from St James’ Palace to
Buckingham Palace. The Guard
and Band were turned out for
the departure of the Royal
Family as they set off for
Westminster Abbey.
Then later came the proud
moment for the 101 members
of the Welsh Guards, 3 officers
and the Band as we were
positioned in the forecourt of
Buckingham Palace for the
return of the newly married
Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge. We received a
fabulous reception from the
thousands of people in the
crowds that had lined the
streets hoping to catch a
glimpse of the happy couple;
there was a real buzz around
London. It was an honour for
the Battalion and the Band to
have been given the
opportunity provide the newly-
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wed royal couple with their
first Royal Salute and to have
been part of such a special
moment in history celebrated
by the entire nation.
Freedom Parades
May and the Band paraded
once again with number 2
Company. On May 10th we
paired up and marched
through Presteigne as a
prelude to a ceremony that
granted the Regiment the
freedom of Powys. A great
reception was given from the
hundreds of people that
turned out to show their
support that day.
That evening the band made a
visit to St Mary’s Parish Church
in Risca to put on a small
concert in aid of raising funds
for their new stained glass
window. The window is being
made to commemorate those
who died in the Blackvein
Colliery disaster in 1860.
The following day saw us
support the Battalion in the
granting of the freedom of
Bridgend. Like the previous
year’s homecoming parade,
hundreds of people turned
out.
It was an enjoyable 2 days for
the Band and the Welsh public,
as always, were excellent in the
support that they showed to
one and all.
STATE VISIT BY
THE US PRESIDENT –
BARACK OBAMA
On May 25th the Band had the
privilege of providing musical
support in Westminster Hall in
the Houses of Parliament for
the first visit to the UK of
President, Barack Obama. The

band witnessed the address he
gave to both Houses of
Parliament assembled in the
hall.
FLAMING JUNE
June as always proved to be
our busiest time of the year
with all the usual rigours of the
lead up to the Queen’s Birthday
Parade and Beating Retreat.
This year’s overseas guests at
the Retreat were the United
States Army Europe Band and
Chorus.
A Few Familiar Faces!
June 9th saw the band
performing at The Royal
Hospital Chelsea for this year's
Founder's Day Parade. The new
Governor of the Royal Hospital,
General Sir Redmond Watt
(Retd) KCB KCVO CBE, late of the
Welsh Guards, welcomed HRH
Prince Henry of Wales to this
annual celebration, which
honours the Hospital's
founder, King Charles II.
Another familiar face was also
on parade for the first time as a
Captain of Invalids – Major
(Retd) Philip Shannon who was
the Director of Music from 1998
– 2005.
The band rounded off a busy
week on June 12th performing
at the Order of the Garter
Service at Windsor Castle.
VETERANS ON PARADE
June 25th saw us perform in
Woolwich for this year's Armed
Forces Day. The afternoon
started for us with a veterans’
parade and concluded with a
marching display. There was a
good turn and a great show of
support for the Armed Forces
from the general public.

“It was an honour for the Battalion and the Band to have been
given the opportunity provide the newly-wed royal couple with
their first Royal Salute”
BAND OF THE WELSH GUARDS

BAND OF THE WELSH GUARDS

WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE

The following day saw us at the
Cenotaph for the Normandy
Veterans Parade. This was last
held in 2009 and was flagged
up as being the last, but after a
continued show of support
from the remaining veterans,
the parade was reinstated this
year.
We marched the veterans from
King Charles Street, off
Whitehall, to the Cenotaph for
a service and wreath-laying. As
is traditional, the standards
were lowered as the Last Post
was played, sounded by LCpl
Stuart Laing before a minutes
silence was held.
It is always an honour to be a
part of parades like this that
remember all the sacrifices
that were made in the past.
On June 27th the band
provided musical support to F
Company, Scots Guards, who
provided the Guard of Honour
for his Excellency Mr Wen
Jiabao, Premier of the Peoples
Republic of China.
INTER-SERVICES
CRICKET AT LORDS
We finished the month with a
trip to ‘The Home of Cricket’.
This was for the Inter Services
Twenty20 tournament, held
for the fourth year running at
Lords. The match helped raise
funds for Help for Heroes and
for The Royal British Legion. We
entertained the crowd from
various locations on the pitch
and rounded off the evening
with a Beating Retreat in front
of The Pavilion. This year's
tournament was won by the
RAF who defeated the Army in
the final.
BACK TO PEMBROKE
July 2nd saw us supporting the
First Battalion once more as we
exercised the Freedom of
Pembroke granted to the Welsh
Guards in 2006. It was a hot
day and the streets were full of

well wishers, family and
friends showing great support
as always.
The parade started at St
Michael’s Square, Main Street,
at 2pm and moved along Main
Street to end at Pembroke
Town Hall. The day of
celebration didn’t end there as
Pembroke Castle became the
focus for the second part of the
day. At around 5.30pm we
performed a Beating Retreat
ceremony in the Castle
grounds for the general public.
DOING A BIT FOR THE
RBL
August 20th saw us perform at
Kimbolton School in an event
organised by the Kimbolton
School Society to raise funds
for Help for Heroes and The
Royal British Legion.
Hundreds of people filled the
lawn with their picnic chairs as
we entertained them with a
stand up concert on a pleasant
August evening, with music
varying from YMCA to The Final
Countdown. We finished with a
Beating Retreat in front of the
historical backdrop of
Kimbolton Castle, before
handing over to the evening’s
supporting cast, the
Harborough Brass Band. The
evening culminated with a
fireworks finale.
“THE MAGNIFICENT
ELIZABETHS” AND
ANOTHER FAMILIAR
FACE
On September 8th we
performed as part of a concert
in Liverpool’s Anglican
Cathedral to celebrate
Cunard’s: ‘The Magnificent
Elizabeth’s’. The Queen

Elizabeth was in dock in the city
and this was a shore trip for all
those who were on the cruise.
An interactive concert of video
footage on giant screens and
live music included
performances by The Liverpool
Philharmonic Orchestra
conducted by Anthony Inglis,
The Liverpool Welsh Choir,
Liverpool Cathedral Choir,
singers Lesley Garrett and
Jenny Williams, and a host of
famous speakers to share their
Elizabeth memories.
One of those speakers was
Simon Weston OBE. He had
given his speech speaking of
his time spent on the QE2,
recounting memories of the
regiments and friends that
travelled with him on the QE2
to the Falklands, including
those that did not return,
especially those from his very
own regiment, the Welsh
Guards. As he came to the end
of his speech, the cathedral
doors opened to the stirring
sound of drums as the band
marched into and down the
full length of the cathedral
playing ‘I am sailing’.
We then provided
accompaniment to Jenny
Williams as she sang Aquarius.
Our final involvement was to
join all the other performers in
playing the piece Fare Ye Well, a
combination of Auld Lang Syne
and The Last Post. This was
played from up in the rafters
again by LCpl Stuart Laing.
9/11 TEN YEARS ON
On September 11th we took
part in an evening memorial
service in Grosvenor Square,
marking the tenth anniversary
of 9/11. This service was part of
a series of concerts performed

all over the world with the aim
to ‘fill the skies with music’ in
memory of the events that
happened on 9/11.
We opened the service playing
music that included Elgar’s
Nimrod. Sir Christopher Meyer,
the British ambassador to
Washington at the time of the
attack then gave a moving
speech of his memory of the
day in 2001. The heavens then
opened on us as we played the
National Anthems, both our
own and America’s. The
concert continued with
performances from several
choirs and singers.
H4H CONCERT AT
SOUTHEND
September 17th saw us in
concert in aid of Help for
Heroes at the Cliffs Pavilion,
Southend on Sea. The
successful concert to a packed
audience included a superb
solo performance by Sgt Andy
Libby on Alto Saxophone, in
what will be one of his last
concerts with the band before
he departs to start a new
chapter of his life in Australia
next year. He performed a
version of Phil Collins’ power
ballad, "Against All Odds".
The Concert also featured a slot
from guest soloist, singer Ami
Anders. She performed 3
songs with the band,
"Diamonds Are Forever",
"Unforgettable" and
"Goldfinger". She also joined
the band once again at the end
of the concert, as we finished
in traditional proms style with
renditions of "Jerusalem", "Rule
Britannia" and "Pomp and
Circumstance No.1", with
plenty of flag waving and
singing to boot from the crowd.

As he came to the end of his speech, the cathedral doors opened
to the stirring sound of drums as the band marched into and
down the full length of the cathedral playing ‘I am sailing’.
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SNOWDONIA
The following week, several
members of the band went off
to Capel Curig in Wales for a
week's adventure training,
with some completing the
Kayak Foundation Course, and
others off hill walking, which
included Mount Snowdon.
FAREWELLS
Unfortunately the band has
had to bid farewell to several
people this year. LCpl Simon
Lloyd left the band to pursue a
new career in the RAF in April,
Sgt Chris Shields, having
completed 23 years of service
left the Army in June, LCpl
Richard Burton moved on to
Kneller Hall to begin his
training as a Student
Bandmaster in July, and finally
our Bandmaster WO1 Evin Frost
followed him back to Kneller
Hall to take up the position of
School Bandmaster in August.
December will also see us bid
farewell to a further 2 people,
CSgt Daryle Lowden,
completing 22 years of service
in the Army, and Sgt Neil
Wilkinson, also after
completing 22 years of service.
On behalf of everyone I would
like to wish them all the best in

their respective futures away
from the band.
WELCOMES
We have also welcomed 2 new
members. Musn Emily Henry
joined the band on Alto
Saxophone after completing
Phase 2 training at Kneller Hall
in May, and this September we
welcomed WO1 Craig Bywater
who has been assigned as our
new Bandmaster.
CONGRATULATIONS
To finish there are several
congratulations to hand out.
This year has seen several
marriages in the band. Sgt
Hancock to wife Becca, LSgt
Scott Murray to wife Emily, and
Musn David Llewellyn-Jones to
wife Laura. Congratulations
and all the best to all of you on
a long and happy future
together. Finally,
congratulations to Sgt Andy
Libby and wife Leah on the
birth of their first child
together.
It has certainly been a busy
and varied year for the Band of
the Welsh Guards and we are
now looking forwarding to
seeing what the next year will
bring.

BAND OF THE WELSH GUARDS LEVEL 2
ADVENTURE TRAINING SEP 11
by Lance Sergeant Andrew Crew
Having arrived at the band in
June this year and, as a country
boy posted to London, I was
delighted to hear that I was
required to help both The Band
of The Grenadier Guards and
my own band in their
Adventure Training.
The Grenadier’s spent a week
in Scotland, then two weeks
later the Welsh headed west to
Capel Curig in Snowdonia. This
small camp is, we were
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informed at the opening brief,
the “rainiest camp in the UK”
and as we travelled from
London this statement looked
ever more true.
The band’s numbers were split
in two, one half kayaking (see
separate article) for the week
under the direction of the

It’s all downhill from here

camp’s own staff, the
remainder walking under
myself and Musn Mark Skinner.
Musn Skinner had been
involved in the planning of this
trip prior to my arrival and had
done a good job in planning a
number of routes in the local
mountains and foothills that
surround Snowdon. As a
relatively inexperienced
instructor, he had also assisted
in Scotland and was proving
himself extremely competent
at sharing knowledge and
skills with a group, allowing
me to take a “back seat” for
much of this trip.
The first day’s walking was an
introduction to the great
outdoors and was a good
opportunity for the group to
reacquaint themselves with a
map and compass. A few
valuable lessons were also
learnt in the art of route
selection, who to follow and
more importantly, who not to!
Not surprisingly, Gore Tex was
the order of the day.
Suitably buoyed by our
promising start, the group
headed slightly further afield
over the next few days,
encountering some difficult
routes and challenging

weather conditions. (It’s very
hard not to laugh at a 17-stone
man being blown off his feet
and bowling a 9-stone girl
over!) The group worked
extremely well together and
coped well with everything
North Wales could throw at
them and was rewarded with
some spectacular views that no
urban environment could ever
hope to compete with.
On the last day, we headed to
the Pen-Y-Pass car park, the
launch point for thousands of
peoples assault on Snowdon,
the highest peak in Wales. Once
we’d recovered from the
extortionate car parking fee,
we set off for the summit up
the famous PYG track (don’t ask
me for the full name or English
translation!). We made good
progress and arrived at our
destination in dense fog and
strong winds so retreated to
the Summit Cafe for a well
earned lunch break amidst
those who had caught the
train up (commonly known as
“wimps”).
Refreshed and refuelled, we
head back down via a
different, more challenging
route. The Minors’ Track has a
number of unmarked tracks

“It’s very hard not to laugh at a 17-stone man being blown off
his feet and bowling a 9-stone girl over!”
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“This was my favourite part of the whole
event and the part that really tugged at
my heartstrings and made me glad my
bearskin fringe was covering my eyes”

Musician Mark Skinner leading his team to the top of Wales

that branch from it and a
suitably taxing one was
selected. This provided the
opportunity for the group to
put in to practice much of what
it had learnt throughout the
week. It was a good way to
round off an excellent week
and the pub seemed as good a
place as any to reflect on the
weeks activities. All agreed
that they had been pushed,

physically and/or mentally and
all had come through with a
sense of achievement. From an
instructor’s perspective, the
week had been a success and
it was satisfying to see
individuals surpassing their
own expectations and to see
the group working so well as a
team.
If anybody needs an instructor
to assist in their band’s AT...!

9/11 TEN YEARS ON

that he would perform 3 songs
as a eulogy to his father. This
was my favourite part of the
whole event and the part that
really tugged at my
heartstrings and made me
glad my bearskin fringe was
covering my eyes. His songs
dwelt not only on the deep
sorrow of loss, but on life after
loss and the legacy of a much
loved father that lived on
through his music. He was
sending a message - a chance
to experience love and
forgiveness in its highest form,
a chance to grow stronger
through trauma. The power of
his music really spoke out and I
felt he was very brave and
strong to get up and sing with
such honesty. A choir sang
next and my thoughts started
drifting to my own limited
experience with terrorism.
When I was a young 17-year
old the IRA bombed the
Arndale Centre in Manchester. I

was a pupil at Chethams
School of Music at the time. I
will never forget the
magnitude of the explosion
and my dormitory shaking as if
in an earthquake had struck.
The screams in the road
outside as people streamed to
where they hoped it would be
safe. My own fear and
puzzlement at what was
happening that night as
Manchester was totally shut
down and an eerie silence in a
normally frantic city fell. A
small experience yes
compared to the travesty of
the twin towers, but one I shall
never forget.
After a few speeches we
performed our last number,
“God Bless America” (Irving
Berlin) and then marched
through the crowds in the
squally rain after what had
been a very emotional hour.

By Musician Natalie White
"So where were you when the
twin towers came down?" I
remember in the months after
9/11 that this was the question
I was most commonly asked as
friends relived the disbelief and
horror of the terrible footage
that was shown repeatedly on
TV around the world.
"Where was I? Kingston. I had
just started my first peripatetic
music job in a boy’s school and
it was a 7 year old boy who first
alerted me to what was going
on.
And so I stood ten years on,
peeping at the rain from under
my bearskin, about to step off
with the Band of the Welsh

Guards to perform at a
memorial concert in Grosvenor
Square next to the American
Embassy. I looked around the
square - a place I had never
known about and certainly
never visited, even by accident
- at a small gathering of people
crouched under brollies and
stood in front of a slippery
looking set of steps. I
wondered how many of them
had first hand accounts of the
attacks to tell as we marched
on and drew up on the steps
facing them. After performing
a few introductory numbers, a
young man stood up with a
guitar. His father had died in
the towers and he announced
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KYAKING
By LCpl Jack Williams
On the 25th September, 6
intrepid members of the Welsh
Guards Band began an epic
journey to… North Wales.
Our base for the week was
Capel Curig, the former
Household Division Adventure
Training Centre. Our mission:
to bond as a team; to grow as
individuals; but mostly to pass
the Kayak Foundation Course
(KFC) - sadly no chicken
involved (much to CSgt Daryle
Lowden's disappointment).
Upon arrival, we received the

traditional Welsh greeting- a
torrential downpour- and were
treated to a lecture on the finer
points of kayak technique by
Sgt Charles Hancock and his
'idiot's guide to paddling'
(teacher's pet).
After some sleep and the
obligatory safety briefing, it
was time to hit the waterliterally. The course began with
the dreaded capsize drills,
which, once mastered, allowed
us to tackle various paddle
strokes designed to help us
negotiate moving water.
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Sgt Hancock's “very tuneful” rendition of Hawaii 5.0 was about to end abruptly!

By this point we were starting
to fancy ourselves at this
kayaking malarkey and a few
people were in danger of
taking it all a bit seriously. LSgt
Jon 'master stroker' Rowles,
with characteristic enthusiasm,
decided to lead from the front
as we approached our first
rapid- resulting in a faceful of
river. The rest of the group had
only just finished laughing at
him when Sgt Hancock's very
tuneful rendition of Hawaii 5.0
also ended abruptly in an
almighty splash and an

upturned kayak - much to
Musn Kate Challinor’s
amusement.
A combination of
determination, endurance
(and, in the instructor's case,
infinite patience) saw us all
reach the final day relatively
unscathed. We were due to
spend the whole day on the
river, taking on the biggest
rapids we'd encountered.
Whilst sat waiting to begin our
descent down what must have
been a grade 6 rapid (grade 2)
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the looks on the group faces
were a mixture of excitement
and sheer horror in equal
measure. Would we survive the
ultimate test of a novice paddler
and more importantly not
embarrass ourselves in front of
the various children enjoying a
gentle paddle down stream?!

the only one to arrive at our
destination upright. Sadly, the
self-congratulations were
short-lived as Sgt Neil
Wilkinson decided to show me
what I'd been missing and
'assisted' me into the water.
Cheers mate!

Thankfully, no photographs
exist of the ensuing carnage. On
reaching the bottom I turned
around to see five empty
kayaks and five spluttering
colleagues - somehow, I was

A fitting end to a fantastic
week- we all passed the course
with flying colours and were
awarded our KFC. We even
made sure CSgt Lowden got
“his” KFC on the way home.

“WELL DONE THE BAAAND” –
UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL
By Lt Col S C Barnwell
The Yeoman Usher of the Black
Rod has the most beguiling
and discreet of offices in the
Palace of Westminster. With
bay leaded windows and a
small open fire in the corner it
looks and feels like something
straight out a Dickens’ novel.
This was the place of
rendezvous for a planning
meeting involving a small
group of 4 of us. We were
there, sat snugly around a tiny
wooden table in the centre of
the room, to discuss the State
Visit of The President of the
United States of America,
President Barack Obama, and
his address to both Houses of
Parliament in Westminster Hall
that was scheduled for
Wednesday 25 May 2011.
The most sensitive part of these
discussions was the entry and
departure of the President into
Westminster Hall. Osama bin
Laden had just been
assassinated and so it was
directed that a benign
accompaniment to this
particular moment, as opposed
to a triumphant sounding one,
was the way forward.
Come the historic day (the first

time an American President
had ever addressed both
Houses of Parliament) a
wooden platform with
appropriate safety rails had
been erected in the far right
hand corner of Westminster
Hall, right alongside the stone
stairway that the President
would enter by. Its size was a
tight squeeze for the small
band of 20 musicians from the
Band of the Welsh Guards it
accommodated and for 2hours leading up to the
moment of the President’s
arrival, the band played to the
assembled throng in a packed
hall. A buzz of excitement and
an air of expectation that
something very special was
happening hung in the air and
was most tangible as the band
progressed through the
published programme of
music.
As the moment got ever closer
the band launched into a
majestic rendition of “The
March of the Peers” (from
Iolanthe). It met with a
spontaneous rousing cheer
from assembled throng of both
Houses at its conclusion, much
to the bemusement of the

Some of the team with “teacher’s pet” skulking in the background
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Up close and personal with Barack Obama

American entourage who had
now taken their seats in the
Hall. Not to leave them out
though, the band immediately
responded for the Americans
with the Warren Barker’s
“Sousa!”. Some of you will
know that this particular piece
winds up to a glorious finish
with a magnificent rendition of
“Stars and Stripes Forever”,
which had Tom Hanks (part of
the American entourage)
almost leaping out his seat
with pride.
What a moment, the frivolity of
which was immediately broken
by the regal sound of the State
Trumpeters announcing the
arrival of the President.
The President’s address was
beamed out live to the world
and the band sat there

immediately behind him,
watching and listening with
everyone else, up close and
personal.
In the melee of all those
attempting to leave the hall
immediately afterwards,
several prominent figures
made a concerted effort to
push their way through the
crowd to the 2 nearest
musicians sat up on the
platform just to convey there
personal thanks.
Minutes later, as the bus pulled
up outside the hall to retrieve
the waiting band, a voice with
a decidedly American accent
spoke from behind us saying,
“Well done the baaand!” Before
I even turned around I
recognised it straight away as
that of Tom Hanks.

THE ROYAL WEDDING
By Musician Lucy Judd
It was a proud day for the Band
of the Welsh Guards when we
found out that our Battalion

would be providing the Guard
of Honour for the Royal
Wedding. This booked us our
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seats in the forecourt of
Buckingham Palace, where
could be better than that?
So on April 29th we turned in
for work to find a real buzz of
activity everywhere as people
from all three Services
converged on the Wellington
Barracks to play their part in the
day. For us it started with a
march up the Mall to pick up the
Queen’s Guard and escort them
to the Palace. There was an
electric atmosphere as
thousands of excited wellwishers lined the Mall to see the
happy couple. We got our own
little cheer from the crowds as
we marched past, but it was
nothing compared to the noise
they would make later on.
After completing Phase One of
our morning and after
returning to Wellington for a
quick break, we were now on
our way to Buckingham Palace
with the Guard of Honour
marching proudly behind us.

We formed up in the forecourt
behind them and were lucky
enough to be able to hear the
service being broadcast over
loud speakers in between
playing to entertain the troops
with a little bit of waiting music.
Once the service was over
there was a growing
excitement as the newly-weds
and their entourage started
making their way along the
processional route to our
location. The screams and
cheers from the crowds were
audible long before they got
any where near us. As they
pulled into the palace right in
front of us a Royal Salute was
given and we played the
National Anthem in what was
possibly the proudest and
certainly the most emotionfilled moment of my career to
date - but most importantly of
course, I got to see the new
Duchess in her very pretty
dress!

“Before I even turned around I recognised
it straight away as that of Tom Hanks”
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Off we went on the first part of
our public performance. Down
to St James’ Palace to bring
down the Old Guard who
would essentially salute the
members of the Royal Family
and senior guests who
departed the Palace en route to
the Abbey. Then back we went
to the confines of the barracks
– another chance to catch up
with the Twitter world and see
if anyone had even noticed.
The newly-weds making their way back to the Palace.

“TO TWEET OR NOT TO TWEET”
By Colour Sergeant Adrian Beckett
CSgt Adrian Beckett looks back
on his decision to join 20
million people tweeting daily
and at being ultimately
endorsed by the MOD as an
official “Tweeter”.
BACKGROUND
On a reasonably warm
morning in late April this year, I
meandered my way into work
to prepare myself for an
occasion that many will never
be a part of in their Army music
career - A Royal Wedding.
On the days leading up to this
special occasion (even during
the early morning rehearsal!), I
had spoken to journalists, TV
crews and colleagues about
the enormity of the occasion,
but one question burned away
at me whilst staring at my ‘in
need of attention’ Drill Boots.
Should I get into Twitter or not!
A rather rotund opera singing
friend, the one with the
moustache, wig and annoying
adverts on TV (no it’s not a fat
suit), had implied how much
fun it could be, but how much
time you will waste choosing
who to follow and who to
ignore. When to ‘tweet’ and
when it is not appropriate
(have not mastered the latter).
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I decided to jump in. How bad
could it be?
PARADE GROUND
I was being encouraged by my
cadet musicians to ‘tweet’
about the Welsh Guards Band
movements during our work
and more importantly, what
we were doing on the big day
starting on the Wellington
Barracks Parade Ground, right
up to leaving through a million
well wishers.
In the week leading up to the
wedding, I joined and went
about advertising my account
on Facebook. I was
encouraged by the fact that not
only cadets were now
following me, but their mums
and dads too!
The day had arrived, Tweet
away I thought. I managed to
get the guys preparing their
instruments and uniforms on
film, as well as quotes from
them chatting about the special
day, and even them rehearsing,
warming up and tuning up! - A
real insider’s view. This is going
well I thought. What harm can I
be doing?

SAFE GROUND
I was astonished that not only
had friends been asking for
more, I had gained several
more followers, over 100 in
fact. One though caught my
eye. The name jumped out at
me, but for the life of me I could
not think why. Toby Harnden.
He was re-tweeting (the art of
sending my tweets on to all his
followers) everything that I
was posting. Unperturbed I
continued. More pictures; More
quirky quotes; Answers to
questions from parents and
cadets; Filling my new
followers in on what the Welsh
Guards Band was doing. All
safe ground I thought and Toby
kept on re-tweeting. “I must
find out who he was”, I
thought. So I tweeted directly
at him. “Welcome to the
unofficial Royal Wedding view”,
I said. “It is always great to
follow a Welsh Guardsman”, he
answered.
Google it is then. Who is this
man, he has over 5000
followers so just who is he?
The answer stopped my
tweets - abruptly.
Toby Harnden is an author and
Foreign Correspondent who is
currently the US Editor of
Britain's Daily Telegraph and
the author of the explosive and

critically acclaimed book Dead
Men Risen: The Welsh Guards
and the Real Story of Britain’s
War in Afghanistan. He was a
personal friend of Lt Col Rupert
Thorneloe.
Back in 1996 Toby had met a
Welsh Guards officer called
Captain Rupert Thorneloe at
Bessbrook Barracks in the
“bandit country” of South
Armagh. A person he regards
as an outstanding officer. At
the time, Capt Thorneloe was
an intelligence officer liaising
between the 3 Brigade
Headquarters and the
Battalion at Bessbrook. It was
the job that Captain Robert
Nairac had been doing when
he was abducted and executed
at the Three Steps bar in
Drumintee in 1977.
GROUNDED
My “in house” ramblings had
gone around the USA - most of
his followers are based there.
How could an innocent start
have ended not so innocently?
“To Tweet or Not To Tweet” is a
valid question. How close do
we let our followers get? We
are asked to embrace social
networking, but how far do we
go? How much information
should we give before we start
worrying about safety issues? I
had given nothing away nothing that was not already in
the full view of millions of
members of the public. The
behind the scenes comments
were valid for that fleeting
moment only before time
moved quickly on. They
provided no further interest
once the moment has passed.
Should we try to know who is
watching us? May be?
Thankfully it all worked out ok
for me!

“To Tweet or Not To Tweet” is a valid question.
How close do we let our followers get?”
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BATTALION EVENTS

In preparation for public duties the forwards all advance on their
opposite numbers - in step!

WELSH GUARDS ARMY PREMIERSHIP
MAJOR UNITS RUGBY CHAMPIONS
2010-11
By Maj A F Bowen, Rugby Officer
1st Battalion Welsh Guards

At last !!
he Battalion are the proud custodians of the
coveted Army Premiership Rugby Trophy. We have
experienced a barren period but victory tastes so sweet
after the blood, sweat and tears that have filled the void
of 29 years.

T

What a game, were you there?
The end result was an
emphatic victory. The first half
was tense as we played into a
blustery wind and Gdsm
Sweeney, our magnificent fly
half, initially struggled with his
first few attempts at goal as
the Royal Welsh infringed in an
attempt to stop our marauding
pack led by skipper LCpl Lewis
23. Against the run of play it
was the Royal Welsh who
pulled into a 9 – 0 lead with the
wind behind their backs
floating their 3 kicks over.

BATTALION EVENTS

A tense first 35 minutes were
forgotten as Gdsm Sweeney set
off on a jinking run towards
the line and then offloaded to
Gdsm Nabukebuke who drove
the ball down for a 5 point
strike over the enemies goal
line.
Half time saw us trailing by 9 –
5 but the changing room was
composed and at the same

time fervent for success. We
knew we could do it; you could
feel it; you could smell it and
above all every single man
believed it! Having plenty of
big match experience amongst
the squad shone through as
we discussed what was
needed for the second half. A
certain supporter, Anton Oliver,
passed on some advice about
the tackle and ruck areas and
this was implemented for the
second half. As we left the
changing room our skipper
said his final words, ably
assisted by a very vocal LSgt
Dwyer who whipped the boys
into a rabid frenzy.
The second half started with a
bang. Both teams threw
themselves at each other in
typical rugby final style.
Patience was the key for us and
possession started to flow and
with the slick passing of Capt
Dunlop at scrum half the backs
were released by Gdsm

Sweeney, who was controlling
the game superbly, resulting in
us penetrating deep into the
opposition half. The forwards
were rampant with the front
row trio of LSgt Harvey REME,
LSgt Dwyer and LCpl Lewis 23
dominating up front. Every
single time the opposition had
the ball they were knocked
backwards. Man of the Match
LSgt Scarf 15 and his back row
partners of LSgt Quamuri and
LSgt Soko started to tear lumps
off the opposition runners. The
unsung heroes of the second
row, LSgt George and Gdsm
Bilton were always in the thick
of the action. Tackles were fair
and unbelievably hard with
winces being heard
throughout the stadium with
well over 500 cheering Welsh
Guardsmen of all ages, many
who had travelled from afar.
The score line started to tick
upwards with two scintillating
tries from LSgt Hiscock and one

1st Battalion Welsh Guards 28 points,
2nd Battalion Royal Welsh 9 points.
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Anton Oliver with the players, management and coaches

from Lt Wright who had a
cracking game at full back.
The try of the match came as
LCpl Jayne broke through the
centre, off loading to LSgt
Hiscock on the way through

after the forwards had gained
possession by pummelling
their opposite numbers into
pieces. LSgt Hiscock missed the
final in 2010 due to his vital
Brecon course but he more

than made up for it in 2011
resulting in a call up to the
Army squad. Combining with
LCpl Jayne in the centre they
were belligerent in the defence
of the centre field. It was their
patch of ground and their
bodies were laid on it. They
never wobbled, not once - well
there was one point where
they both moved sharpish as
one of the opposition props
was charging towards them –
but this was only to get out of
the way of a rampant LSgt
George who was hurling his 18
stones (he had a light
breakfast) at the offending
Royal Welsh player who dared
to have possession of our ball.
Since returning from ITC
Catterick LSgt Vuevueika has
had a big impact on the team,
not least in the final. We expect
to see more of his dazzling feet
in coming years. LCpl Saniger
came off the bench and made
an immediate impact with a
dynamic break up the left with

Gdsm Bilton one of our rising young stars, assisted by Man Mountain LSgt
George and Man of the Match, LSgt Scarf, gathers invaluable opposition ball
in the final.
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the ball spilling out for a
grateful Lt Wright to scope and
sprint for his score. As the
forwards naturally started to
run out of steam on came the
experienced and durable WO2
(CSM) Ryan. The impact of his
presence was significant, not
only on those on the pitch but
amongst the young Gdsm
within the Prince of Wales’s
Company as their CSM led from
the front, as always. LCpl Nuku
also came off the bench, to
replace Lt Wright at full back,
and effectively closed the game
down.
LSgt Prosser came onto the
field to add experience to the
front row for his final match in
the green and white. He has
been a stalwart of Welsh
Guards rugby for the last 20
odd years and he will soon
leave us for civilian life. He
replaced LSgt Harvey REME
who is a rising star in REME
rugby and has now remained
in Aldershot. Another man

“They never wobbled, not once - well
there was one point where they both
moved sharpish as one of the opposition
props was charging towards them”
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Headquarter Company 300 Cup Champions 2011, accompanied by the Drapers.

playing his final game was our
skipper. LCpl Lewis 23 has
achieved much in his rugby
career with one of the
highlights being him playing
for the Barbarians alongside
LSgt Dwyer. 23 has also
skippered the Army team this
year in their victory against the
Navy at Twickenham. The
sincere thanks of all players
who have pulled on the green
and white go to these guys.
Our front row has been
decimated but there is a
growing determination
amongst those who have
played in their shadows to
now step up to the plate. LCpl
Walters made it onto the field
for the final following his clear
commitment on the training
camp and proving to many
that he is worthy of his cup
winners medal for sheer
persistence. Gdsm Korosaya
has pushed hard this year for a
1 or 3 shirt and when back to
full fitness I am sure we will
see more of this strong and
dynamic player. Another front
row player who has much to
offer is LCpl Jones 09. Following
his illness he is now back on
the road to recovery and we all
wish him well and look
forward to him playing a full
and active role in WG rugby. Lt
Figgures-Wilson played a key
role in the front row this year,
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especially against 17 Port and
Maritime, and I am sure he will
continue to push for a
permanent place. Gdsm
Brownett is developing nicely
into an all round hooker and
his throwing is improving
steadily. Front row competition
is going to be the key to our
success in future years and we
simply must ensure that this is
an area we focus on and
develop.
PREPARATION.
Triumph comes through
meticulous preparation and
WO2 (RQMS) Baldwin was
instrumental this year with his
approach to our back play. We
have a hard earned reputation
for big strong forwards but we
now have speed, strength and
talent out wide. Our lack of
genuine pace has always been
our Achilles heel; not this year.
WO2 (RQMS) Baldwin was able
to focus on our back play whilst
the ubiquitous WO2 (RQMS)
Campbell, assisted by Sgt
Hawkins, focused on the
forwards. CSgt Donaghue
provided all round coaching,
conditioning and
administrative support and

added real value along the
way. We also had help from an
old friend and previous WG
rugby head coach, ex WO2
Darrell Jones 73 who
conducted a very effective
session during our training
camp in Wales.
As we attempted to make
training more enjoyable we
were very lucky, courtesy of
the Commanding Officer, to
host Anton Oliver, the ex All
Blacks skipper for a full day of
training. Anton took the boys
through the fundamentals of
the game and passed down his
views on how rugby should be
played. He left an indelible
mark on all of us with his
enthusiasm and approach to
the game. Another highlight
was a day long visit to our old
friends at London Welsh. Mike
Friday of Wasps and England
7s fame, took the boys for a
session which focused once
again on basics. Mike’s view
was that passing and catching
are the foundation for success.
I was hugely pleased that we
left a professional club with the
boys thinking of rugby as a
simple game, which it
essentially is.

THE SUPPORTERS.
In a busy Battalion we get
immersed in our daily routine
and that is invariably preparing
for the next major task or
deployment. Sport gives us the
ability to provide a distraction
from a busy life and rugby is as
popular as ever in the
Battalion. The support we have
received, in this our winning
year, has been truly
tremendous. As always it starts
at the top and without the
support of the chain of
command we would not have
won the trophy, it is as simple
as that. The Commanding
Officer, Regimental Sergeant
Major, Company Commanders
and Company Sergeant Majors
have all been tremendous
supporters. The rugby team
must have caused exasperation
as they were pulled for a short
notice 10 day training camp in
Wales smack in the middle of
the Unit Move. Not once did
anyone complain. Players were
released and support given
without the desire for favour in
return. We did return the favour
and the trophy was raised for
all Welsh Guardsmen young
and old alike.

“We have a hard earned reputation for big strong forwards but
we now have speed, strength and talent out wide. Our lack of
genuine pace has always been our Achilles heel; not this year”
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THE FUTURE
Rugby will remain as the
Battalion’s leading sport. Op
HERRICK 16 will see us depart
these shores as early as March
2012 and that may well curtail
our ability to defend the
trophy. We want to play rugby
but preparations for
operations quite simply have
to come first. The boys know
that but we will do what we
can. Who knows it could be
four finals on the bounce –
that would be a record!
Many players are starting to
step forward, indeed many
played vital roles in the league
matches, quarter and semi
finals. LSgt Barry, Gdsm Soko,
Gdsm Cray, Gdsm Divavesi,
Gdsm Brownett, Gdsm Craze,

Gdsm Tyres, Lt Bromfield, LCpl
Saffee, Gdsm Waqanasaravi,
LCpl Davies 05 and Gdsm
Evans 35 have all played their
part this year along with those
who represented the Battalion
at the Army 7s. The
contribution of these guys
provides the backbone for
success. Everyone has a day in
the sun; it is a matter of
perseverance and desire.
300 CUP
And this is where it all started.
The 300 Cup, presented by
John Williams 300, provides the
foundations for Welsh Guards
rugby and the Companies
continue to fight for the trophy
year after year – long may this
continue and an enormous
thank you to 300 for his
foresight.

he Welsh Guards celebrated their final St David’s Day at
Lille Barracks. A week before the Battalions move to
Hounslow it was a great celebration for the day and our
time in Aldershot. The day started with a rousing service
conducted by the Padre Deiniol Morgan in the Royal
Garrison Church of All Saints. His sermon compared the
differences of the home nations and highlighted the
unique and special role that Wales has to play in the
United Kingdom, much to the enjoyment of the
congregation.

T
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support of serving members
and catch up with friends in
the marquee. The day was a
great success and a fitting way
to leave Lille Barracks.

St David’s Day in 2012 will see
the Battalion in Hounslow and
in their final preparation
before going to Afghanistan
on Herrick 16.

THE ROYAL WEDDING
By Lt Major

ST DAVID’S DAY 2011

After the service the capacity
congregation relocated
themselves back to Lille
Barracks to watch and take
part in the parade. Despite the
cold weather the Welsh Guards
Band played beautifully adding
to the sense of occasion whist
the Battalion and the
Association members received
their Leeks. Yet again there was
huge support from the
Association and there is
fantastic interaction between
the young Guardsmen and the
members.

Captain Richards being presented his leek by the
Regimental Lieutenant-Colonel

Following the parade all the
friends and families moved to
the Marquee to catch up and
enjoy some karaoke. The art
competition was to a very high
standard with pictures painted
coming from the Battalion and
families. The top sixteen
pictures have been put
forward to enter an art auction
organised by Major V
Harmsworth late WG, with
funds raised going to the
Welsh Guards Afghanistan
Appeal. The day saw members
of the Battalion who had
recently left, return to offer

n April of this year the Welsh Guards were lucky enough
to take part in the wedding of The Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge. To have such a pivotal role in what was
probably the pinnacle of ceremonial duties and certainly
the most celebrated event in the last twenty years was a
huge privilege.

I

Returning from Easter leave on
Monday 24th April, the
regiment had quite a tall order
to get every single man and his
kit, ready for the wedding on
Friday 29th April. But in true
Welsh Guards spirit, where
there is a will there is a way,

and so it was that fourteen half
companies stood to attention
during the royal salute on the
Mall and Number Two
Company formed a Guard of
Honour on the forecourt of
Buckingham Palace for the
married couple’s return.

BATTALION EVENTS

BATTALION EVENTS

WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE

The Commanding Officer, Adjutant and Regimental Sergeant Major (l) about to step off from Wellington Barracks.

But as we all know these things
never just ‘happen’. Even in the
short time available to the
regiment, even the minutest
detail had to be rehearsed,
practiced and then rehearsed
again to make sure that on the
day, everything went perfectly,
in front of an expected global
audience of two billion people.
So no pressure!
Luckily the wedding came in
the middle of the regiment’s
ceremonial commitment in
London and so as a result the
regiment’s drill was already up
to a high standard! After what
seemed like endless rehearsals
around the new barracks in
Hounslow, where several
rather confused JCB drivers
received some impressive
‘royal salutes’, the entire
battalion got up at one o’clock
in the morning to make the
journey up to Wellington
Barracks for a full rehearsal.
I’m sure that many readers will
have been amazed by the sight
of so many people squeezed
into the Mall on the day of the
actual wedding, but the sight
that greeted the battalion on the
Wednesday before, was just as
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surreal. Westminster and St
James’ Park were completely
emptied of all people and
vehicles by the Metropolitan
Police, so that we could rehearse
unmolested by the public and
press who were justifiably
hungry for any scrap of detail
surrounding the order of the
day. To see one of London’s
most iconic and busiest areas
devoid of any life, save for
ourselves was truly amazing.
The rehearsal went without a
glitch and after a few anxious
inspections by the Sergeant
Major every man was
positioned exactly as he would
be in just over forty-eight
hours time. I think it was only
after this moment that the
enormity of what the regiment
was taking part in dawned on
the vast majority of us.
As one would expect drill
practice continued throughout
Thursday until Friday finally
arrived. With another early
start to make sure that we
made it to Wellington Barracks
on time, as we drove through

central London we were able
to appreciate just how many
people were celebrating this
momentous event. As we
turned onto Birdcage Walk you
could see that the crowds were
already several rows deep,
with people obviously fighting
to get the best spots, and we
were still five hours away from
the ceremony itself.
Now began the long wait until
we were called to fall in on the
parade square. With the
Garrison Sergeant Major
having timed everything to the
minute we had four hours to
go. While most of the country
seemed to be consumed by the
question of who would be
wearing what dress and which
uniform, officers and men of
the regiment alike spent this
time rather less glamorously,
polishing kit and doing last
minute rehearsals.
At eleven o’clock precisely, the
street lining companies were
set off in two-minute intervals
and the most important
ceremonial duty that the

regiment has undertaken in
the last twenty years began.
The reception that we received
from the crowd was like
nothing any of us had ever
experienced before and shall
probably never experience
again. One million people were
estimated to be in the St James’
park area and everyone of
them seemed to be screaming
at once, which was fantastic
but made giving orders rather
challenging as one struggled
to compete with this incredible
noise. After what seemed like
an eternity the ceremony
(which was played over
speakers in and around
Westminster) ended and the
royal procession began. As so
many Welsh Guardsmen have
done before, we presented
arms as the royal couple
passed and tried to
concentrate on getting our drill
perfect. As the procession
passed, the crowd surrounding
us became one continuous
camera flash, and all those
presenting arms could be
forgiven for feeling slightly
self-conscious. But the
procession passed as quickly
as it had arrived and the
cheering and excitement
moved along the Mall with it.
Just over an hour and a half
after we had left the parade
square we began the long
march back. We arrived back
just in time to hear the loudest
‘cheer’ I have ever heard, as a
million people were greeted by
the newly married couple on
the balcony at Buckingham
Palace.
In the years and decades to
come, I am certain that
everyone who was fortunate
enough to take part will always
remember with pride, exactly
where and what they were
doing on April 29th 2011.

To see one of London’s most iconic and busiest areas devoid of
any life, save for ourselves was truly amazing
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D Maj O’Brian leads the parade through Pembroke

THE FREEDOM OF PEMBROKE
Saturday 2 July 2011
Colonel (Retd) T C S Bonas Regimental Adjutant
t was at the Pembrokeshire Branch Association Annual
lunch in September 2010 that Councillor Aden Brinn
asked me whether it would be possible for the Regiment
and Band to exercise the Regiment’s Freedom of
Pembroke the following year. We had already that year
provided the Corps of Drums for the Mayor’s Civic Parade
and I knew the town’s affection for the Welsh Guards was
very genuine and strong. I left our discussion hoping,
despite busy Battalion and Band commitments in 2011,
that we would be able to accept this invitation.

I

And thus, the Regimental Band
and No 2 Company backfilled
with men from the county and
town, arrived on a gloriously
sunny day in Pembroke on
Saturday 2 July 2011. From the
start it was clear that the
Council were making a huge
effort to host us all and home
made welsh cakes and an

Many local people turned out
and cheered the Band and
Company as they marched
through the town in brilliant
sunshine – hot for the men but
they looked a fine spectacle as
the sun glinted on their boots,
belt buckles and bayonets.
They marched and stood
proud in front of the Town Hall
as the Mayor paid tribute to

them and said how special it
was to have the Welsh Guards
so closely linked to the Town.
The Mayor was the said
Councillor Aden Brinn who had
asked me the year earlier and
who let slip had also been the
Mayor when the Freedom of
Pembroke was granted to the
Regiment on 15 March 2006.

abundance of soft drinks
awaited us all on arrival. As
is often the case in these
Freedom parades changing
facilities were pretty
cramped in the small Town
Hall but this did nothing to
dampen the optimistic
mood for the day and it was
all taken in our stride.
Col Tom Bonas and Cllr Aden Brinn exchanging presentations

46

BATTALION EVENTS

BATTALION EVENTS

WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE

After the parade we were all
treated to copious amounts of
juice and an excellent lunch
provided by the very
enthusiastic and kind Town
Hall staff; it was a case of all
hands on deck for them
including the Town Clerk who
had it all faultlessly organised.
After lunch, No 2 Company left
but the Band stayed to play
Beating The Retreat in the
Castle that evening in front of a
packed audience and in a
perfect setting as the sun
began to set.
It was a wonderful day enjoyed
by all. The turnout from the
locals was immensely touching
and the Mayor downwards
could not have been more
hospitable. The Welsh Guards
were front page news on the
Pembroke and Pembroke Dock
Observer and I am sure it will
not be too long before the
Regiment returns again.
Finally, I should add that for his
period of office, the Mayor will
be donating part of his
charitable donations raised in
his year of office to the Welsh
Guards Afghanistan Appeal.
This is a much appreciated
gesture and I think again
reflects the close bond that
exists between Pembroke and
the Regiment.

The Regimental Band Beating The Retreat in Pembroke Castle

Maj Salusbury, The Lord Lt of Pembroke and the Regt Adjt

D Maj O’Brian and the Regimental Band playing in Pembroke Castle
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Major Moukarzel accompanies the Chairman of Powys County Council
on his inspection.

WELSH GUARDS RECEIVE FREEDOM
OF COUNTY OF POWYS AND COUNTY
BOROUGH OF BRIDGEND
Major N Moukarzel
n 10 – 11 May this year Number 2 Company,
with support from the Regimental Band, the
Regimental Support Team and the wider Battalion,
formed a Guard of Honour to receive the Regiment’s
two newest Freedom’s.

O

Early on Tuesday morning the
men rose and after a burst of
administration led by WO2
(CSM) Dunn, they mounted the
coaches at 0500 and headed to
Presteigne. This was to be the
location for the Regiment to
receive the Freedom of the
County of Powys. We arrived in
good time and after a walk
through of the route the Coy
were able to enjoy some of the
local hospitality and soak up
the very fine weather that we
were lucky to have. The parade
itself was a wonderful success
with an impressive turnout and
a real sense of celebration in
the air. The Chairman of Powys
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County Council enjoyed
inspecting members of the
Regimental Band as well as the
Guard of Honour and was
particularly happy to meet
Gdsm Rettalick who lives in the
local area. The Freedom having
then been exercised for the
first time we were all treated to
a wonderful reception in the
local leisure centre where
further presentations were
made to the Commanding
Officer, who had come to see
the parade, presented the
council with a lovely
reproduction of the Battalion
Colours.
A blissfully uneventful

Company Sergeant Major Dunn sets the standard in Bridgend

overnight in Maindy barracks
was followed on Wednesday
morning by a quick drive down
to Bridgend. Another walk
through of the route confirmed
that this was going to be
serious test of the endurance
of all involved, not least of all
2Lt Ben Bardsley who as the
Ensign would have the honour
of carrying the Colours
through Bridgend flying for the
first time. The Guard of Honour
stepped off from the Bridgend
Recreation centre with a
Mounted Police Escort, having
observed a minute’s silence in
memory of ex-LCpl Grevell
whose funeral was being held
that day. I think it is fair to say
that none of us were quite
prepared for the extraordinary
turnout we received as we
came around the corner
towards the Council Offices.
The Freedom was once again
received by the Regimental
Adjutant on behalf of the
Regiment, and once the Mayor
had conducted his inspection
we stepped off to great cheer,
making our way through the
centre of Bridgend. The

Freedom having been duly
exercised we were once again
hosted to a fantastic reception,
and it was particularly pleasing
to see so many of the
members of the Guard of
Honour with family in
attendance to share in the
pride we all felt to be
participating in the day’s
events. A local celebrity was
even discovered in the form of
Gdsm Wale, who found himself
surrounded by children form
his old school desperate to
have a photo with him!
The warmth and depth of the
support shown towards us
over the two days was quite
simply moving. It is always
such a pleasure to be able to
return to Wales and reconnect
and to have the honour and
privilege of two new Freedoms
being bestowed upon the
Regiment in such a short
period of time was wonderful.
The entire party returned back
to London on Wednesday night
feeling thoroughly spoilt and
proud to be Welsh Guardsmen.
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MILLENNIUM STADIUM
By Major A F Bowen, Rugby Officer, 1st Battalion Welsh Guards
ugby flows through the veins of all Welshmen, not
least those who serve with 1st Battalion Welsh Guards
and 2nd Battalion Royal Welsh.

R

Finalist in the Army
Premiership Trophy this year,
with the Welsh Guards in the
ascendancy by 28 points to 9,
the competition stepped up a
gear when an offer came
forward to have a repeat of the
final in the Millennium
Stadium, Cardiff courtesy of Mr
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Gerry Toms the stadium
manager. Gerry was keen that
the teams should face the
same experience as
international teams, albeit we
arrived in mini buses and cars
and not an air conditioned
coach! Watched by a crowd of
nearly 1500, with £3,300

raised for the ABF, the Royal
Welsh were victorious by 19
points to 12. Rugby and the
teams were the real winners as
a generation of young, and not
so young, Welsh soldiers
played the sport of their
forefathers in the stadium of
their current rugby heroes.
Sponsored by our partners
SODEXO, both teams enjoyed
the event and will be better

players for the experience.
Both Battalions have players at
the International Defence
World Cup and have been long
supporters of the Army
Premiership Rugby
Competition. 1st Battalion
Welsh Guards success in the
final this year sees them as
winners 12 times and Runners
Up 11 times, a record number
of final appearances.
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skills. While the ANP is far from
being a Western style police
force in a liberal democracy,
basic skills such as arrest,
restraint, detention and
preservation of evidence is
pertinent to a police force that
must gain the consent and
trust of the local people. If we,
as soldiers, can show the ANP
how to perform their basic
duties in a professional and
trustworthy fashion, then the
ANP will be in a better position
to improve their status and
influence in society. If the
people do not trust the ANP,
then they might turn back to
the Taliban to provide security.
A shura is held at Cavalry Barracks

POLICE MENTORING AND ADVISORY GROUP CADRE –
CAVALRY BARRACKS 13-15 SEP 11
Major J D Salusbury
Officer Commanding Number 2 Company
he Welsh Guards will form the Police Mentoring and
Advisory Group (PMAG) on Op HERRICK 16, deploying
in March 12. This means that the Welsh Guards
Battlegroup will be the Brigade’s focus for development of
the Afghan National Police (ANP) and other organisations
that come under the police banner (such as the Afghan
National Civil Order Police).

T

The obvious point is that Welsh
guardsmen are Infantrymen
and that experiences of the
police tend to be uninvited and
restricted to the early hours of
Saturday and Sunday.
Nevertheless, a well trained
Infantryman should be able to
turn his hand to most military
tasks and training and
developing Afghan policemen
is no different. It is a crucial
task – the Main Effort - and one

which requires careful thought
and preparation – something
that previous deployments
have been unable to achieve.
Therefore, to develop the right
mindset at the very start of
Mission Specific Training (MST),
the Battalion ran a cadre over
three days. This article
describes the event and
examines what it achieved.It
was decided that were a
number of important areas to

tackle: Policing skills;
Partnering and Mentoring; an
intelligence brief; Rule of Law;
Voice of Experience; and
interaction with the ANP. Our
new home at Cavalry Barracks
was chosen as the venue and
invitations were sent to those
outside the Battalion who
might wish to attend (including
the RDG who are due to take
over from us on Op HERRICK 17
in Oct 12). The uptake was
strong including soldiers from
the LD, QOGLR and RE – all of
whom will have a hand in
developing the ANP on Op
HERRICK 16.
It was very useful to have
representatives from the MOD
Police to teach so called ‘blue’

The PMAG is in the mentoring
role. This is different to
partnering and it is important
that the nuances of these
differences are understood.
Major Moukarzel put together
a well thought through lecture
on this subject, highlighting
the fact that mentoring means
that although we stand ‘shona
ba shona’1 with our ANP
friends, we must show them
how to do their duties, not do
them for them. We must set the
very best of examples and
understand how to influence
ANP commanders so that they
conduct themselves in a
manner befitting a police
officer. Partnering, of course,
means that ISAF soldiers work
alongside ANP for specific
operations and provide, as the
new Brigade commander puts
it, the steal in the concrete
girder.
Captain Beare, the Battalion’s
Intelligence officer brought us
up to speed with the latest G2
brief. He developed a number

1. Dari for ‘shoulder to shoulder’
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MOD Police provide instruction

of themes so that guardsmen
have a better understanding of
the threat that they will face
once deployed. While the
number of attacks has
decreased significantly in the
last 12 months, the very real
danger remains ever present Captain Beare emphasised the
need to remain on our guard.
The Battalion was delighted to
welcome a group of ‘jocks’
from 5 SCOTS who had been in
the PMAG role for Op HERRICK
13 with 16 Brigade. They
focused on the low level
pattern of life and described in
some detail what guardsmen
can expect when they deploy.
This was invaluable – soldiers

instinctively know what other
soldiers need to know and
they gave an honest, no holds
barred, account of their time in
Afghanistan. Much of it did not
make good listening – the ANP
were then a fledgling
organisation that had been all
but neglected by ISAF. They had
little respect for themselves
and even less for the local
population. The 5 SCOTS
soldiers described a tough,
challenging and dangerous
tour which, without doubt,
focussed the guardsmen’s
minds on the task ahead. (The
Welsh Guards recce to
Afghanistan in July 2011
suggests that the since 5 SCOTS
tour, the ANP is now

developing at an encouraging
rate).
Number 2 Company ran a
stand to show how soldiers
might interact with the ANP.
The newly built ‘Afghan check
point’ in Cavalry Barracks
proved to be a good venue.
Replication of language
barriers was simulated using
Welsh speakers playing the
role of ANP and a Gdsm
Campbell 85 was selected as
the interpreter. Somewhat
worryingly, LSgt Jones 88
proved to be an excellent ANP
check point commander, even
declaring that he wanted lunch
before he would do any work
and shaking hands with the
visiting platoon commander, Lt

Bardsley, for what seemed like
an age. Key to this lesson was
attention to detail and
fortunately there was enough
knowledge in the Company
from previous tours to produce
something closely aligned to
what might be expected at a
check point in Nad e Ali. The
aim was to show that, in nearly
every case, common human
decency is what is needed
rather than an in depth
understanding of the Afghan
culture. Of course, we all need
to have some back ground
knowledge of Pashtunwali 2
and enough understanding of
culture and economics in order
to empathise with who we
engage with: What we must
not do is become so concerned
about causing cultural offence
that we forget how to be
human.
The cadre proved very useful
and is a good template for
others in the PMAG role.
Getting the mindset right at the
start of training is key to
success and helps ensure that
we are able to put our first rate
Infantry skills to good use.
However, seeing LSgt Jones 88,
pretending to be an Afghan
check point commander,
speaking to his platoon
commander in Welsh,
declaring that everyone in his
check point is called Jones, in
front of a QOGLR audience, was
priceless.

2. The code of conduct with which Pastuns live by.

Lt Bardsley chats with the check point commander,
LSgt Jones 88

BATTLE TRAINING/OPERATIONS

Lt Bardsley meets the check point commander, LSgt Jones 88
and shakes hands for an age
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Number 2 Company in CBH’s FOB

PREPARING NUMBER THREE COMPANY
FOR THE GROUND HOLDING ROLE WITH
1ST BATTALION ROYAL ANGLIAN
hen the Commanding Officer informed the Battalion
of its role as the Police Mentoring and Advisory
Group on Op HERRICK 16 he also informed us that there
would be a requirement for the Battalion to provide two
companies to other battalions within the brigade. As
Number Three Company had formed the OMLT for the
previous tour in Afghanistan which through necessity had
meant that the company had been split up it was believed
that Number Three Company should remain as a formed
sub-unit for Op HERRICK 16.

W

This was excellent news from
the Company’s perspective
although it of course meant
that the Company would be
battle-grouped with another of
the 12 Mech Bde units. In our
case this is 1st Battalion Royal
Anglian Regiment (known as
the Vikings) who had last
deployed to Afghanistan on
Op HERRICK 6 in 2007.
Battle grouping with another
Battalion brings with it a
multitude of frictions ranging
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from the lack of personal
relationships to different ways
of operating and different
experiences. Added to this is
the complexity of preparing a
rifle company for operations
today. There has been
significant development since
the Battalion deployed to Iraq
or Afghanistan last time for
instance and the formal
training programme has
grown considerably as have
the other administrative

requirements. These include
not only the usual iterations of
the ORBAT to be worked
through and the identification
of key training to be
completed, but also a plethora
of individual mission specific
training courses from UOR
weapon systems and vehicles
to TTPs specific to Afghanistan.
This all requires a great deal of
coordination with Battalion
headquarters, the fact that this
is not your own Battalion
Headquarters and that they are
not in the same barracks make
this more tricky than usual.
This geographical separation
from the Vikings plays through
and impacts on nearly every
aspect of the company’s
preparation and has required a
change of mind set for the
company to ensure that we are
linked in all aspects and as
integrated as possible with the
Vikings.
While there are the obvious
frictions these have not
detracted from Number Three
Company’s ability to start to

mesh with the Royal Anglains
or Combined Force Nad e Ali
(CF NDA) as it will be known
and the welcome and support
received has made us feel truly
part of the CF already.
Furthermore, the geographical
separation while on the face of
it may seem to inhibit training
also provides an opportunity
for the Company. An oft cited
complaint by other companies
on previous HERRICKS has
been the lack of influence that
they have been able to exert on
their own training and the
formal training in particular.
In our case, Number Three
Company has certainly felt that
they own the training and as
such have grabbed the
opportunities to do so tailoring
it as necessary. As has become
apparent the great advantage
of having two masters as we
do is that we are able to and do
receive support from both
Battalion Headquarters who
are keen to be able to support
us in achieving the training
objectives set.
As yet it is only the company
headquarters which have
completed any training with
the 1 R ANGLIAN. This was an
excellent opportunity for the
chain of command of both
organisations to really get to
know each other and
understand how they work.
This proved really useful
training and helped establish
and build the much need
relationships that will ensure
the success on operations next
year. After Christmas the
tempo will increase as the
company moves through a
further series of exercises
including live firing before the
deployment. Given our
experience to date we very
much look forward to working
with CF NDA and ensuring that
Number Three Company play
their part in the ensuring
success in Nad e Ali.
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WELSH GUARDS AFGHANISTAN APPEAL

Lt Col Antelme DSO speaking at the 2010 Drapers Dinner

THE WELSH GUARDS

AFGANISTAN APPEAL
by Colonel (Retd) T C S Bonas Regimental Adjutant
he Regimental Afghanistan Appeal was launched in
late summer 2009 when the Battalion were still on OP
HERRICK 10. With the Battalion returning to Afghanistan
in 2012 on OP HERRICK 16, it is timely to report on how the
Appeal has gone, where we are now, what is planned for
the future and crucially how Appeal funds have been
disbursed.

T

The peak activity of the Appeal
has been late 2009 and 2010,
primarily capitalizing on the
currency of the 2009 tour and
the media response during
and after it. The rally to
promote events to raise funds
for the Appeal from within the
Regiment has been
magnificent as has individual
donations to it. There were a
number of major fund raising
events in 2009/2010 including
a 3 Peaks Challenge

AFGHANISTAN APPEAL

(successful) by a group of
retired and serving Welsh
Guards officers, a fund raising
dinner at the Drapers Hall and
a polo match at Kirtlington in
Oxfordshire in memory of
Lieutenant Colonel Rupert
Thorneloe organised by his
sister. But if these were the tip
of the iceberg there were so

many more beneath and to list
them all would add pages to
the magazine. But to illustrate;
the Welsh Grand National at
Chepstow, sky diving jumps,
walking up peaks and
mountains in Wales, Scotland
and England, marathons, half
marathons in the UK and
around the world and walks
for many miles, donations
from clubs, pubs and holiday
parks, Association Branch
donations, London Welsh
Rugby Club events, golf
tournaments and socials,
Glanusk Park events, Book
royalties, gruelling cycle rides
in both the UK and USA and
even in Norway, Band
concerts, Boxing events,
Mayoral donations and even a
lady being tattooed for the
cause. In addition, a Welsh

Guards serving officer took on
the Man v Horse race in mid
Wales and although valiant in
completing the 22 miles was
just beaten by the four-legged
competitor. Receptions were
also held to raise funds for the
Appeal. Particularly touching
were bequests from wills and
funeral donations and at the
other end of the spectrum
many donations were made in
lieu of birthday presents.
Mention must also be made of
significant donations made
from a number of Firms and
Companies and funds raised
by a retired Welsh Guards
officer and his wife at his father
in law’s annual musical festival
in the grounds of his estate. So
many of these events were
truly inspiring, others touching
and we have so many to thank
for their marvellous deeds and
efforts. During this peak
activity the Appeal was run by
an Appeals Committee
supported by an Appeal Office
run by a number of very
capable Project Officers from
the Battalion and a full time
Assistant Project Officer
employed to give continuity
and administrative support to
the many events taking place.
Although the Appeal Office
closed at the end of 2010 the
Appeal remained very much
alive and 2011 has seen again a
number of varied fund raising
events. Five individuals, two of
whom were retired Welsh
Guards Officers raised £50,000
in the London Marathon.

“The Appeal has been very successful and by the end of 2011
has met its target of £1 million”
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1st April 2011
Dear Colonel Bonas,
I am writing to express my
sincere thanks and deep
gratitude for the sum of
money that I recently
received from the Welsh
Guards Afghanistan
Appeal. As you know, you
were kind enough to
approve the payment
towards a civilian
electrician’s qualification –
and I am pleased to say that
I have now passed the
course.

Lt Col Bartle-Jones and the winning Welsh Guards Team at the Rupert Thorneloe Memorial Cup 2010

Wilbur Heynes, a cousin of
Lieutenant Colonel Rupert
Thorneloe held an art
exhibition in central London
over a week exhibiting work
from Welsh artists including
work from his own collection.
A retired Welsh Guards officer
teamed up with Mrs Sue Lewis
(the wife of another retired
Welsh Guards officer) to
assemble a stunning collection
of paintings to be auctioned on
line from November and the
Regimental Arm and A Leg BiAnnual Rugby dinner in Llanelli
in the same month was a huge
success. A friend of a Welsh
Guards Officer ran in the
hugely challenging and tough
Nepalese Ultra Marathon in
this month as well. All these
major events raised a
significant amount for the
Appeal. There have been many
other smaller fund raising
events; an incredibly difficult
marathon in the Gobi desert by
a previous Second-inCommand, more golf
tournaments and a young boy
at prep school has raised over
£4,000 through wristband
selling and the promotion of
the Appeal at an event at his
local Polo Club. Two serving
officers competed in the
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exhausting Kindrochit
Challenge in Scotland and one
of our families who lost their
son have been very pro-active
in helping raising funds. Lydia
Baylis, a daughter of a former
Regimental trustee is also
raising funds from her singing
and records. Given the time
elapsed since 2009 it is
perhaps remarkable, but
nevertheless marvellous, that
so many have continued to do
so much for the Appeal.
As we look to 2012 a new
Appeal Committee is forming,
the Appeal website reactivated and being brought
up to date and plans are being
drawn up to capitalize on the
currency of the Battalion’s tour
that year. Given everything
that has gone before, it is
highly likely that Appeal fund
raising events will be less
numerous than in 2010 and
more modest. But we will see.
We of course hope we will not
see the level of intensity
experienced by the Battalion in
2009 but we must continue to

raise funds for there will be
calls on the Appeal both in the
immediate future and in the
years ahead.
The Appeal has been very
successful and by the end of
2011 has met its target of £1
million. A really significant
achievement. Of this, nearly
£65,000 has been given out in
grants to the families and
individuals who have been
affected by the 2009 tour.
These have included
alterations to houses to those
disabled as a result of their
injuries, paying for re-training
courses as our wounded
prepare for civilian life, relocation expenses for our
families in need, child minding
fees to allow time to deal with
other matters, travelling and
numerous welfare expenses,
as well as expenses relating to
remembering those fallen, so
important. With his
permission I quote the letter
received from Lance Corporal
Jamie Evans (15) on what the
Appeal has meant to him:

After the incident in
Afghanistan on Op
HERRICK 10, my future in
the Welsh Guards, and
indeed the Army, was
deeply uncertain. I was left
with some difficult
decisions to make, knowing
that I would be unable to
return to frontline service
ever again.
The Welsh Guards has been
the major part of my adult
life, since joining as a school
leaver in 1997 – and the
thought of being unable to
remain in the battalion was
a very daunting prospect.
Thanks to the support of
the Welsh Guards
Afghanistan Appeal, the
transition to life after the
Army has been made a
little easier. Knowing that I
have the support of the
Regiment and a recognised
qualification, to help me
into civilian employment,
has given me both comfort
and confidence.
Thank you again for the
Regiment’s continued
support from Camp Bastion
Medical Centre, all the way
through Selly Oak, Headley
Court and to the future.
Yours
Jamie Evans
LCpl, Sp Coy

“The Welsh Guards has been the major part of my adult life, since
joining as a school leaver in 1997 – and the thought of being
unable to remain in the battalion was a very daunting prospect”
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Lydia Baylis an up and coming singer supporting the Appeal
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L to R, Friend, Dmr Dale Leach, Mrs Tinsley, ex L/Cpl Chris Tinsley
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From the amount raised and
the level and engagement
shown the Appeal continues to
be a success story. The
Regimental response has been
inspirational but others on the
fringes and outside the
Regiment including the general
public, and who have been
touched by the Battalion’s tour
in 2009, has also been special
and we have tried hard to
acknowledge and thank all for
their contribution. The
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Regimental Lieutenant Colonel,
the Regimental Trustees, the
Appeal Chairman and
Regimental Headquarters
would like to express their
sincere gratitude to all the
many who have given their
time and energy to support the
Appeal. The funds raised will
help significantly those
immediately affected by the
2009 tour and we must not
forget the documented fact
from Combat Stress that the

consequences of operational
tours do not come to the fore
in many cases until years after
the experience of such tours.
We must prepare for this and
be ready to help years down
the line. But most importantly,
it has sent and still sends a
very strong signal to our
bereaved and wounded that
we all care and that we remain
at the heart, a strong family
Regiment.

On the following pages are
photos of a variety of Appeal
events and of course there are
also some individual Appeal
articles in the magazine.
Should you wish to be involved
in the Appeal, either in fund
raising or acting in some
voluntary capacity please do
contact me on 0207 414 3288
or dinf-ftgds-wgregtadjt@mod.uk.

WELSH GUARDS RUGBY AFGHANISTAN APPEAL CHARITY
GOLF DAY CLYNE GOLF CLUB SWANSEA 10th June 2011
John Harford

Bryn Pennock

Making money for the
Afghanistan Appeal...
is as easy as baking
a cake
Step 1. Start with 1 Bryn
Pennock, then add 1 John
Harford and Bill Malcolm. Also
Glyn White (Chalky) and Chris
Beynon.
Mix it all together, and pop into
a warm welcome Clyne Golf
Club, Swansea oven for about 2
hours.
John Harford

AFGHANISTAN APPEAL
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Bill Malcolm with HRH The Prince of Wales

Golfers Sandy Malcolm, Kath Richardson, Peter Richardson, Robin Malcolm
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Wrapping things up - Glyn White, Kath Richardson, Bryn Pennock, Chris Beynon and John Harford at Clyne Golf Club Swansea

Then sprinkle in more Welsh
Guards players including: Sandy
Malcolm, Robin Malcolm, Peter
Richardson, Kath Richardson
(winner longest ladies drive)
Ronnie Harford (winner nearest
to pin) Martyn Griffiths (52) Ian
(Pinky) Price. Finally, mix in a
further 120 other golfers and
local business men and women,
event sponsors, and lots of
goodwill and stir to the left for
about 7 minutes (always stir and
step off on the left foot)... and
play golf for four hours.

Ian (Pinky) Price

THE RESULT, almost £5000 for the
Welsh Guards Afghanistan Appeal.
It is as easy as baking a cake.
Martyn Griffiths 52
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Ronnie Harford
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The 11 in Royal Wootton Bassett

Ride of Respect,
Wootton Bassett 2011

CSgt Jones 06 and his wife,
CSgt Williams 27, Sgt Roberts
02, Sgt Green and LSgt De Wit.

Captain GCF Charles-Jones

To ensure we would have
places on the ride planning for
the event started as soon as
the Battalion arrived home for
Kenya. Each member
registered on the RoR web site
and paid a £10 contribution to
charity, in return we where
sent joining instructions, a tag
for the bike and wrist band for
the rider and pillion. After
booking and paying it was time
to smooth things over at home.
This needed doing because the
ride took place on mothers
day. With that done and we
were ready for the off.

F

or those of you who do not know about the Ride of
Respect (RoR) a brief synopsis is in order. Last year an
18 year old girl called Lizzie Stevens put out a call on
“Facebook” for anyone who was interested on going for a
motorbike ride to, as it was called then, Wootton Bassett. Julia
Stevenson replied immediately with an offer of assistance.
Very quickly the ride grew out of all proportions and Lizzie
pulled out leaving Julia to run the event.
What started out as a small ride
for Julia and some friends ended
up as a 20,000 strong salute
from the motorcycling
community to the people of
Royal Wootton Bassett, and the
fallen men and women who
have been brought home
through the small Wiltshire town.
This years ride was scaled
down to a mere 10,000 to help
the police deal with the traffic
issues associated with such an
event, however that didn’t stop
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15,000 people turning up.
Among the 15,000 hairy bikers
where 11 clean shaven and
immaculate members,
attached arms and spouses of
the Welsh Guards led by Lt Col
Antelme and Capt CharlesJones. With us were Maj Ryan
and his wife, WO2 (CSM) Ryan,

At 0500 on the morning of the
03 April my alarm sounded
jerking me from a deep

peaceful sleep, after frantically
flailing about in an attempt to
destroy my alarm clock I realised
why it had gone off and, after
stealing another 10 minutes, my
feet hit the floor in Hounslow
Officers Mess. Half an hour and
one cold shower (not out of
choice) later I was ready to go.
The rest of the riders would be
making their way to a number
of RVs along the M4, my first
stop was Reading Services
where the riders from Aldershot
where waiting. Little did I know
but this was to become the
scene of my biggest “Moment of
madness” since I started riding
bikes at the age of 12. With that
group including the
Commanding Officer collected
and all the bikes fully fuelled we
headed back into the M4 and
onto junction 17 to the FRV

“What started out as a small ride for Julia and some friends ended
up as a 20,000 strong salute from the motorcycling community to
the people of Royal Wootton Bassett”
AFGHANISTAN APPEAL
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Lt Col Antelme and CSgt Jones 06 (background)

where we collected our final
three riders. With the group
complete we headed to the
holding pens on Hullavington
airfield.
During the ride up the M4 the
number of bikes began to grow
at a rapid rate but we soon
found that was nothing
compared to what was waiting
for us. As we came onto the
airfield the event marshals
started ushering us into the first
of two pens. While we were in
the first pen our bike tags
where checked as soon as 200
of us where assembled we
were ushered forward to the
final pen. Here we had time to
get a brew and some breakfast
from the stands that where
scattered around the runway. In
what seemed like the blink of an
eye our bikes had vanished in a
crowd of over 2,000 other
machines of all shapes and
sizes. There where three
wheelers to Harleys and
scooters to sports bikes. The air
was filled with the sweet smell
of burning oil and fast food,
music was pumping out from
the local radio station helping
create an atmosphere like that
of a festival despite the low mist
and cold morning air. Finally
with full stomachs and empty
bladders we were ushered
towards our bikes for the 0900
start time.
The first bike of group one
pulled away behind the local
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police at 0900, half an hour later
the first Welsh Guards wheel
started its 13 mile journey
towards Royal Wootton Bassett.
The convoy must have stretched
well over 10 miles in total. As
we left the air field I took the
lead and we all ensured no one
fell back and no non Welsh
Guards could get among our
group. With the famous Welsh
Guards ring of steel in place we
moved onto the public roads.
The ride to Wootton Bassett was
steady but well controlled with
only one or two short holdups.
Along the entire route almost
every house had the Union Flag
flying and there where even a
few Welsh Dragons in for good
measure. Local people where
leaning on garden gates with
the first brew of the day waving
a cheering us on. One little girl
had used her initiative to over
come the problem of not being
able to see over her garden
hedge and moved a trampoline
into position so when she was
in the air she could see us, and
would wave frantically before
disappearing from view only to
repeat the process again and
again, I wonder if she is still
there?
Some of the houses on route
where covered in red, white
and blue bunting and more
Union Flags, the old, young and

Waiting for the off.

every one in between where
out to let us know they
supported us and the gesture
we where making both to them
for their support and for them
to show their support for the
Armed Forces. When we arrived
in Royal Wootton Bassett at first
it seemed very quite and I
thought it was going to be a
silent ride through this famous
town, I was wrong. The first
indication of the support came
in the form of a ringing bell. The
town Mayor and his councillors
where in the town centre
ringing the town bell in full
ceremonial dress and cheering
us on, the street was full to
capacity and people where
waving and cheering for us
everywhere we looked. Every
now and then a veteran of the
last war could be seen in silent
salute with medals on display
standing and watching the
bikes roar past. Some of the
riders wore medals and
patches on their jackets telling
of their military CV and the that
they were veterans of past
campaigns. Everywhere you
looked there was support for us
and not a bad feeling to be
found (except with the odd
mother hoping for a quite
Sunday morning lie-in.) If this
picture of British pride and
patriotism didn’t touch every

one on the ride I would be
amazed, the hair on the back of
my neck was standing on end
and I would be lying if I said it
wasn’t an emotional
experience.
After enjoying another brew in
Royal Wootton Bassett we had a
group photo on the street
before heading on our separate
ways. Myself and a few others
headed towards the Ace Café in
London for a late lunch, before
we could complete the trip I
needed to top up the bike and
as chance would have it I pulled
up in Reading Services. The
others parked on the side of the
forecourt still buzzing from the
ride. I paid for my fuel then
came back out and pushed my
bike off the forecourt and out of
the way of the others. At this
point CSM Ryans ears pricked
up and his sixth sense told him
something was wrong. Sure
enough I had managed to end
a wonderful day by putting
diesel in my bike.
The ride raised a grand total of
£110,834.00 for the Afghan
Heroes appeal. Thank you to all
who attended and helped us
represent the Battalion, next
time we will be able to do this
ride will be after Herrick 16 and
I’m sure we’ll be well
represented yet again.

“Every now and then a veteran of the last war could be seen in silent
salute with medals on display standing and watching the bikes roar past”
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THE THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE REUNION

The Three Peaks Challenge Team celebrate their second anniversary at lunch (in rather more convivial surroundings) at The Royal Yacht Squadron, Cowes,
30th September 2011. Left to Right: Paul De Zulueta, Robin Malcolm, Nigel Hanbury, Alun Powell, James Farquharson, Sandy Malcolm, Rhydian Vaughn.

HOUSEHOLD DIVISION YACHT CLUB REGATTA

Taken at the Household Division Yacht Club Regatta September 2011, from left to right, Captain Dai Prichard, Captain Rhydian Vaughn and General Lord Guthrie
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THE BATTLEFIELD TOUR 2011
Captain G Taylor, WG Battlefield Tour Organiser

Commeration in Hechtel Centre

e were fewer in number this year but no less
enthusiastic and focused on the purpose of our trip
as we set off from Pirbright on a dull and cloudy Saturday
in early September.

W

Several of our veterans
from 1944/45 are no longer
sufficiently mobile to manage
the journey but, thankfully,
Arthur Bland and his partner
Jean joined us at Dover. Arthur
served with 2WG throughout
WW2 and has been a stalwart of
our tours over more than 25
years. He celebrated his 90th
birthday earlier in the year and,
if anything, reaching this
landmark anniversary has only
served to increase his vigour
and enthusiasm.
This year we began the tour
with the Hechtel Liberation
ceremonies and were joined
here by a contingency from
the Ogmore Branch of the
Association. Both groups stayed
in the same hotel situated in a
small village very near to
Hechtel. The hotel stands in
large grounds with fishing lakes,
tennis courts and other sporting
facilities; we gave these a miss
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and concentrated on the more
social activities. As usual Hechtel
greeted us with great warmth
and enthusiasm as we gathered
in front of the parish church
before the service. Afterwards,
and following the laying of
wreaths at the town cemetery,
we congregated at the new
town memorial where, in a very
moving speech the Mayor paid
tribute to the soldiers that
fought in the battle which
liberated Hechtel from German
occupation in September 1944.
After posing the question “What
impelled... these young men... to
put aside the instinct for selfpreservation and risk their lives
to free Hechtel”, the Mayor
offered the answer, “It was faith
and belief. It was loyalty and
love... and our way of life today
is their legacy, their gift to us all.”
Colonel Bonas, in replying to the
Mayor reminded us all that it
was the 10th anniversary of
“9/11” and in paying respects to

RQMS Scholes at Hondzocht

those who lost their lives on that
awful day it was a timely
reminder that defending our
freedom and way of life comes
at a price as it did to the many
millions who paid the ultimate
sacrifice in WW2.
The Town Band then led us all
back to the Community Centre
where we enjoyed a most
splendid lunch before departing
for Leopoldsburg. Actually
departing from Hechtel is rather
a drawn out affair; it is as
though everyone is reluctant to
say goodbye.
At Leopoldsburg we visited the
Commonwealth War Cemetery
and laid a wreath and placed
crosses on the graves of Welsh
Guardsmen. For Sgt Gareth
Lloyd this was a particularly
poignant occasion since it was
his first visit to the grave of his
grandfather, 2733944
Guardsman Terrence Ashmore.
While we had been at Hechtel,
our erstwhile Secretary General
Brian Keane and his wife Sandra
together with RQMS Lee Scholes
had been to the village of

Hondzocht, ten miles south of
Brussels, where the Welsh
Guards Battle Group were the
first allied troops to enter the
village on 3rd September 1944.
The village had decided this year
to celebrate its connection with
the Battle of Waterloo –
Wellington had apparently
placed his secondary
Headquarters in the village in
1815 - together with its
liberation from German
Occupation. To this end they
had invited representatives
from the Regiment, the Belgian
government and military to take
part. A separate article on this
visit appears elsewhere in the
magazine.
The following morning we bade
farewell to the Ogmore
contingent and headed south
for France and Vimy Ridge. Here
we met up with Major Oliver
Warman who left the Regiment
in 1968. Oliver was to be our
Military Historian for the next
two days when we were to look
at the Battle of Arras and
specifically the counter attack by
the British and French which
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L to R, Mayor of Hechtel, Tony Van Looy, George Hanks, Colonel Bonas

took place on 21 May 1940 and
then follow the route which the
BEF took from Arras to Dunkirk
and the evacuation.
But first we spent some time
walking among the trench lines
of Vimy and then visiting the
Canadian Memorial on top of
the Ridge. The Canadian
National Memorial site covers
an area of 250 acres, much of
which is forested and meadow
land and is off limits to visitors
for reasons of safety. The rough
terrain and unearthed and
unexploded munitions would
make the task of grass-cutting a
precarious occupation and so
the whole area is grazed by
sheep instead. It is one of the
few places on the Western Front
where it is possible to see the
trench lines of a WW1
battlefield.
The memorial itself is situated
on the highest point of the ridge
overlooking the Douai Plains
and it is arguably the most
spectacular of all the WW1
Memorials in NW Europe. It is a
monument to peace rather than
to war and the figures on the
monument depict a mother –
Canada – grieving for her lost
sons. It was in fact Adolf Hitler’s
favourite WW1 Memorial and
when he heard of the
propaganda circulating that his
army was damaging the
memorial, he assigned special
troops from the Waffen- SS to
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guard the site.
King Edward VIII unveiled the
monument in 1936 and,
following major restoration, Her
Majesty the Queen rededicated
and re-opened it in April 2007 to
commemorate the 90th
Anniversary of the Battle of Vimy
Ridge.
On leaving Vimy we set off for
the area south west of Arras to
follow the route taken by the
50th Division and the 1st Tank
Brigade during the counter
Attack in the Battle of Arras. The
counter attack was designed to
frustrate the German advance to
the coast and, despite dreadful
losses, especially by 4th and 7th
Royal Tank Regiment; the
counter attack delayed the
German advance sufficiently to
ensure the successful
evacuation from Dunkirk.
We visited several key areas
where significant fighting took
place during the withdrawal to
the coast and heard many
fascinating stories from Oliver
Warman, some courageous and
others absolutely atrocious. One
such event occurred in the tiny
village of Le Paradis, a typical
rural farming community in the
flatlands of the Nord Pas De
Calais. As we de-bussed on the
side of the road on a lovely

Group dinner final night - Cheers!

warm late summer morning it
was difficult to accept that
anything untoward could ever
have taken place in so peaceful
a setting. But then we heard the
account of this despicable
massacre from Oliver Warman:
“The Royal Norfolk Regiment
was holding part of the line near
Le Paradis where it had its
Headquarters in a farmhouse. C
Company and HQ Company had
fallen back to the farmhouse
following heavy fighting in the
nearby village of Le Cornet Malo.
Brigade Headquarters then
informed them that they were
isolated and could not be given
any assistance. They held out for
most of the day despite being
attacked with mortars, tanks
and artillery from the 3rd SS
Division Totenkopf. By early
evening they had run out of
ammunition and surrendered
to the Totenkpopf. All of the 93
members of the Royal Norfolks
that remained were marched to
a barn, lined up and murdered
by two German
machinegunners.
Hauptsturmfuhrer Fritz
Knochlein, commander of the
Totenkopf was eventually
brought to justice in 1949 and
was hanged for his war crimes”.
We listened in horror as we
stood just a few yards from the
barn where this atrocity took

place. As the day progressed
there were lighter moments for
which we were grateful, but
nevertheless we carried with us
a deep awareness of what it
means to pay the ultimate price
during conflict.
We arrived back in Arras late in
the afternoon feeling pretty
exhausted both physically and
emotionally but we were more
than ready for the final event of
the trip. Our Group Dinner was
held in a restaurant close to
where we were staying and we
were disappointed on arrival to
find that we had not been given
the usual private dining room
and were placed in the public
restaurant. Surely this meant no
after dinner entertainment but
no, by the time we had eaten
there were just a few stragglers
left at other tables and so we
tested the waters with the usual
speeches. Nothing daunted
Spider Webb then entertained
us with a brilliant Tommy
Cooper tribute act which
brought the house down. By this
time we were alone except for
the restaurant staff that seemed
to be enjoying themselves and
so of course we broke into song
and so brought to a close our
27th Battlefield Tour.

“We listened in horror as we stood just a few yards from the
barn where this atrocity took place”
BATTLEFIELD TOUR 2011
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Golf Association members lined up and ready for the challenge ahead

Welsh Guards Association Golf Society
e started the 2011 season in Swansea playing at mine
and Bryn Pennocks local course Fairwood Park for
the John Powell Trophy.

Reunited site for more golf. For
those that couldn’t make it they
missed out on a lovely day and
some good golf was had by
everyone.

The weather was playing its
part as the course was ablaze
with sunshine. It was
disappointing to see the

numbers were down for the
first meeting more so because
there was a lot of interest
shown on the Welsh Guards

Our second meeting was held
at Glyn Abbey Golf Club near
Trimsaran West Wales. I was
looking forward to this course

as it was voted the best golf
course in Wales 2009 and as it
was extremely good for value it
helped the budget. Even
though it was reasonably
priced it didn’t lack in quality or
friendliness as we were
welcomed with open arms.
The results of the day were a
good reflection on the

Results 1st Meeting

Results 2nd Meeting

Results 3rd Meeting

Results 4th Meeting

1st Martyn Griffiths
33 Points

1st

2nd Ken Davies
33 Points

2nd Dave Stacey
37 Points

(lost on countback)

(26 on the front nine)

3rd Gary Cunningham
30 Points

3rd

Longest Drive
Martyn Griffiths

Longest Drive
Steve Gelly

W

Nearest the Pin
Gary Cunningham
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Steve Gelly
39 Points

M Griffiths
36 Points

Nearest the Pin & Two’s Winner

Roy Gardiner

1st

Robert O’Rouke
35 Points

2nd Martyn Griffiths
33 Points
3rd

Steve Gelly
32 Points

Longest Drive
John Harford
Two’s Winner
Ken Davies

1st

Stuart Evans
41 Points

Winner of the Stanier Trophy

2nd Steve Gelly
36 Points
3rd

Ken Davies
34 Points

Longest Drive & Nearest the Pin

Ken Davies
Two’s Winner
Jim Haycock
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standard of play (some would
say bandits were amongst
members).
Our penultimate meeting was
held at Newport Golf Club
where we played for the Effion
Jones Trophy. The course itself
was in great condition and was
a joy to play. Again the
numbers were down on
previous years but that didn’t
distract the players from
enjoying themselves.
The final meeting of the year
was held at Mile End Golf Club
near Shrewsbury where we
played for the Stanier Trophy
and also the result of Welsh
Guards Champion would be
decided. The numbers for this
meeting were up due to the
North Wales members trying
their luck At this stage there
were two clear runners for the
ultimate prize of Welsh Guards
Champion, myself and Ken
Davies who was only two
points behind me and I am
sure that Steve Gelly would
have been there as well had he
not missed one of the
meetings. It was even stevens
all the way up until the 17th
hole but I must admit Ken
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played great the best I had
seen him play all year and fully
deserved his victory which
resulted in him becoming
Welsh Guards Association Golf
Champion for 2011 and holder
of the Malcolm Trophy. There
was one other trophy which
had to be decided, the Stanier
Trophy which this year went to
Stuart Evans with a great score
of 41 points.
Again I would like to thank
Major (retd) Keith Oultram and
his staff for the support they
have given to the Golf
Association this year. I would
also like to thank Major (retd)
Glyn White MBE for presenting
the prizes and a special thanks
to John Williams for taking the
time to come along and take
the great photos. I would love
to see him at all the meetings,
and last but not least a thanks
to all the members that have
supported the meetings this
year. It should be a great year
next year with all the new
members now starting to find
their feet, hopefully I can make
it one better next year and win
the converted Malcolm Trophy.
Courses and dates to follow.
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DMaj Lawman leads the Regimental Band

Remembrance Sunday in Pictures

HRH The Prince of Wales with Major Bevan and daughter

HRH The Prince of Wales pays his repects

61 with LSgt Kelvin Jenkins
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Officers on parade

HRH The Prince of Wales with members of
The Welsh Guards Cadet Detachment
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LSgt Eccles receives his LSGC

The Welsh Guards Cadet Detachment
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A view around 1908 of the main barrack block looking west. The Upper floors of Block
A, later HQ wing, show the rebuilding of 1897 following the disastrous fire. A sense of
the grandeur and the size of the barracks may be discerned from this view.
(Photo: Mrs A Broom).

A view (in 1959) south of the Chapel showing the west facing rose window and the bell
tower. To the right, across the parade ground, may be seen the main barrack block.
(Photo: A Knowles).

A VILLAGE IN CHELSEA
A Brief History and Appreciation
of Chelsea Barracks

1855 to provide a new barracks
for the Guards at a convenient
and spacious site in London. The
competition was open to civilian
architects for the first time and
broke with the entrenched
position of the government
exclusively using military
engineers to design and
construct soldiers’
accommodation. The winner of
the competition was the eminent
architect, George Morgan.

Sean Bolan
“The preservation of the health of the soldier ought,
beyond all question, to be counted a sacred duty by those
on whose behalf he undertakes the risks of his calling”. So
stated Sidney Herbert in his “Sanitary Improvement in the
Army” presented to Parliament by command of Her
Majesty the Queen in 1858.
There can be little doubt that
the Crimean War of 1854 – 56
highlighted enormous
deficiencies in the organisation
of the British Army. William
Russell, The Times
correspondent, sent regular
damning dispatches back from
the Front on the terrible
conditions under which troops
were expected to operate. For
every one soldier killed or
injured in combat, seven had
died from preventable
diseases.
The good works of Florence
Nightingale and her staff at
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Scutari Hospital are welldocumented in the Editor’s
article in this edition. Sidney
Herbert, later Lord Herbert of
Lea, succumbed willingly to her
doctrine and vigorously led a
Commission to investigate and
recommend improvements in
the woeful sanitation,
ventilation and space allotted
to individual soldiers in
barracks throughout the land.
Prior to the Commission being
set up, a competition was held in

The site chosen for the new
barracks had been a modest
estate, formerly owned by
General Richard Wilford,
adjoining Ranelagh Gardens at
its Eastern border. On General
Wilford’s death in 1822, the
house was sold to the
Reverend Joseph George Brett
and after his passing in 1852,
the then Wilford-Brett Estate
was able to offer Her Majesty’s
Government 12.8 acres of
prime land for the construction
of the new Guards’ Barracks.

The old estate house was
demolished in 1854 to make
way for Chelsea Bridge Road
and Chelsea Bridge itself
opened in 1858. Shortly after
this, work commenced on the
new Chelsea Barracks. Work
was delayed for some time by
a dispute between the workers
and management. It was
suggested by Sidney Herbert
that Royal Engineers and other
skilled troops could be
employed to take over the
delayed construction.
However, even in those less
enlightened times, it was
thought unwise to take such a
confrontational course and
eventually the dispute was
settled and work
recommenced.
The Barracks, once complete,
must have been an impressive
structure on what had been a
quiet corner in old Chelsea. It
was designed in an
Italian/Mediaeval style and

“For every one soldier killed or injured in combat,
seven had died from preventable diseases”
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A view of the main entrance in Chelsea Bridge Road shortly before demolition
commenced in 1959. The left tower has a clock at the top, whilst the right tower has a
wind direction dial.

A view (in 1959) looking north under the canopy of the main barrack block. This was for
the use of troops in inclement weather. (Photo: A Knowles).

consisted of several
commodious buildings,
including quarters and all
necessary amenities for the
officers, non-commissioned
officers and married soldiers.
The main accommodation for
the private soldiers was in fourstorey main barrack block,
1250 feet in length which
comfortable housed two
battalions of men. The eastern
side of the block facing the
parade ground, was provided
with a canopy running virtally
its whole length to
accommodate troops forming
up for Guard Mounting and
various inspections in
inclement weather. There was
also an extensive basement
under the building for similar
purposes. The Northern end

March 1863 and one can
assume that the interior was
ready for the stationing of 1st
Battalion Coldstream Guards
from Portman Street Barracks
as from September 15th of that
year along with the 1st
Battalion Scots Guards, from
Wellington Barracks.
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was originally known as ‘A’
Block and Southern section
known as ‘B’ Block. After the
First World War they were
known respectively as
Headquarters Wing and the
Detached Wing. The main
entrance to the Barracks was
gained through an archway
half-way along the main
barrack block in Chelsea Bridge
Road and gave access to the
sizeable parade ground in the
centre of the site. Another
entrance was in Ranelagh
Grove and the other, at the
back Guardroom, led directly
from Ebury Bridge Road.
The exterior was completed by

The completed Chelsea
Barracks was for the time
considered to be ‘state of the
art’ and was in effect a selfcontained village. Because of
its sheer size, it was often used
in preference to other available
venues parades, reviews,
pageants, inspections,
entertainment, rehearsals and

various public duties in and
around London.
Structurally, the Barracks did
not change greatly over the
years, but on 17th March 1897,
a disastrous fire gripped the
upper two floors of ‘A’ block,
destroying the Drummers’
room and No. 2 Company’s
barrack room of the 2nd
Battalion, Coldstream Guards,
who were then transferred to
the artillery barracks at
Woolwich. Extraordinary as it
may seem, especially with our
modern experience of
builders, the destroyed section
of barracks was completely
and perfectly rebuilt in time to

“The completed Chelsea Barracks was for the time considered
to be ‘state of the art’ and was in effect a self-contained village”
ASSOCIATION EVENTS
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accommodate the visiting
colonial troops that attended
Queen Victoria’s Diamond
Jubilee celebrations of 21st
June 1897, well within three
months!
A single storey building, which
virtually mirrored the size and
style of the guard room at the
main entrance in Chelsea
Bridge Road, was built opposite
it around 1897 and
subsequently served as a
Commanding Officer’s and
Sergeants-Majors office. An
extension was added to the
South aisle of the Chapel in
1890 and the Officers Mess
was extended towards the end
of the 1st World War. At around
the same time, new married
quarters were constructed
along with the miniature firing
range. Apart from various
temporary buildings coming
and going as required, the next
substantial changes inevitably
came during the 2nd World
War. The Barracks was used as
the training depot for the
Grenadier and Scots Guards for
21 months at the start of the
War, as well as a processing
centre for upwards 65,00
enemy aliens until their
dispatch to various internment
camps for the duration of the
War.
A view of the main entrance in
Chelsea Bridge Road shortly
before demolition commenced
in 1959. The left tower has a
clock at the top whilst the right
tower has a wind direction dial.
Many incendiaries fell on the
Barracks causing various
degrees of damage. A number
of high-explosive bombs fell,
one completely destroying the
NAAFI building and another
creating a massive crater in the
parade ground.
Being a self-contained ‘village’
with a mostly transient
population, many events took
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place in the Barracks
throughout the years from the
notorious to the ridiculous, but
space sadly allows us to offer
only a selection.
There was a murder at the
Barracks when Michael Connor
of 2nd Battalion, Grenadier
Guards, murdered Noah
Johnson of 1st Battalion of the
same Regiment on the evening
of Christmas Day 1876 in the
Guard Room. Connor was
subsequently found guilty and
hanged.
The first use of motor transport
for the Brigade of Guards, was
from Chelsea Barracks in
March 1909, when 2nd
Battalion Grenadier Guards
were conveyed to Hastings
with their attendant
equipment.
During the First World War, the
Barracks was used to its
maximum for training
purposes. The detention block
was used throughout for
enemy aliens and spies.
In 1921 a Sergeant Roche, of 1st
Battalion Irish Guards was
arrested at Euston Station after
stealing various machine guns
and rifles from the armoury at
Chelsea Barracks. Although he
had fought well throughout
the Great War and indeed was
wounded five times for his
efforts, his sympathies
ultimately lay with Roger
Casement’s Sinn Feiners.
During the Second World War it
was decided that the internal
fire brigade, provided by the
Grenadier Guards, should be
furnished with a pump and
undertake regular drills to
combat any potential fires

resulting from aerial attack.
The squad selected took great
pride in their regular fire drills
and were admired for their
efficiency. Among the first
bombs to fall were some
incendiaries, which lodged on
the roof of the mess hall. The
now very professional fire crew
raced to dowse the flames.
Regrettably, the highly
polished pump did not work
and help had to be sought
from the civilian fire brigade,
by which time the roof of the
mess hall was completely
destroyed. The Scots Guards
subsequently provided the
internal fire brigade!
At the height of the Blitz a
250lb high explosive bomb fell
on the Detached Wing,
crashing down through one of
the chimneys, smashing
fireplaces on its destructive
course to the ground floor and
skidded through several rooms
until it came to rest in some
stored bedding! After all that, it
failed to explode and a great
search was initiated. The
heroic Sergeant who eventually
found it looked unusually pale
and nervous! The bomb was
finally taken to Hackney
Marshes and detonated.
After the Second World War,
The Welsh Guards, on their
return from Palestine in 1948,
were featured in the film, ‘The
Conspirators’, set in or at
Chelsea Barracks, although it
was an illusion as all the
filming was done at Elstree
Studios where a full-size mockup of the Barrack’s main
entrance was erected. In 1951
there was a spectacular
pageant featuring Council

vehicles – dustcarts and the
like – that had been in the front
line of clearing up during the
Blitz.The grandeur of the
Barracks as first built, had
faded over the years, and it
took on a rather neglected
appearance towards the end of
its life. During the post-war
period usually only one
Battalion was stationed there.
After two World Wars and
nearly a century of London
grime the Barracks had
become a shadow of its former
self. By the late 1950s, as was
the unfortunate fashion of the
time, it was decided to
demolish, rather than renovate
or restore the venerable, solid
buildings.
The new Barracks imposed on
the site, designed by Tripe and
Wakeham, were uninspiring
and featureless modern blocks
which proved universally
unpopular, as much of that
decade’s architecture was. The
new Barracks were ready for
use in 1962, but many
structural defects were found
almost immediately. Much
reconstruction took place and
problems beset the new
buildings throughout their life,
as many readers of this piece
may bear witness.
The only heroic survivors from
the original buildings are the
irreplaceable chapel and the
iron railings fronting Chelsea
Bridge Road. The chapel
contains some interesting
memorials and windows,
including the delightful rose
window. The mosaic floor
tiling around the altar area and
front is a good example of
Victorian decorative design.

“There was a murder at the Barracks when Michael Connor of
2nd Battalion, Grenadier Guards, murdered Noah Johnson of
1st Battalion of the same Regiment on the evening of Christmas
Day 1876 in the Guard Room”
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The choir stalls, pulpit and
ironwork screen are also
worthy examples of the midVictorian period. The future of
the chapel at the time of
writing lies in the hands of the
property development
company who purchased the
site. It is hoped they will retain
the chapel for future use as a
reminder of the Guards’ strong
links with Chelsea and the
historical significance of a once
great Barracks. It would
continue to make an ideal
building to serve the
community that surrounds it.
The considerations of space
and profit should pale in the
face of such a compelling and
positive proposal to retain this
hidden gem of our heritage.
Most recently, F Company Scots
Guards carried out an
impressive final Change of
Quarters on 22nd November
2007. No 7 Company
Coldstream Guards mounted
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guard for the very last time
from Chelsea on 21st
December 2007. The handing
over keys to the property
development company took
place on 31st January 2008,
finally severing the historic
links between the Guards and
Chelsea forever.
Acknowledgements:
I would like to acknowledge
the invaluable help of John
Ford, Tom Smith, Steve Lewis of
Q & C Militaria, Cheltenham,
The Late Captain R T Clarkson –
Regimental Archivist, Scot
Guards, Lieutenant Colonel C J E
Seymour – Regimental
Archivist, Grenadier Guards
and In Pensioner E Bolan of the
Royal Hospital Chelsea, former
Grenadier Guards and Katrina
at Chelsea Library.
Editors Note: Chelsea Barracks
was sold for £959 million to be
credited to the MOD Defence
Budget rather than to the
Treasury.

WELSH GUARDS TRAINING KEY
ELEMENT IN POLICE OFFICER’S
LIFE-SAVING HEROISM
BY JOHN STONE
kills and dedication to duty learned by a Guardsman
while in the Welsh Guards more than 80 years ago
played a key part in saving the lives of two people when
he subsequently served as a Police Officer.

S

Guardsman William Moxey was
in the Prince of Wales’
Company, 1st Battalion Welsh
Guards from 1926-1929. Born
at Tynewydd, South Wales,
in1907, he was a probationary
Police Officer with Glamorgan
County Constabulary First
Police for a brief period in 1926
before joining the Welsh
Guards.
Gdsm Moxey, who was 6ft
5ins, was in the POW Company
until 1929. During this period
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he was stationed at Wellington
Barracks and Windsor Castle
from where he performed
Public Duties.
During this time he took the
opportunity to improve his
learning skills, passing the
Army Certificates of Education
to both Third and Second Class
standards.
On leaving the Army Gdsm
Moxey whose Regimental No.
was 2732200, enlisted in the
County Borough of Great

Gdsm William Moxey 1927

Yarmouth Police in Norfolk,
retiring in 1954 with a record
of Exemplary Conduct.

his magnificent work – he is a
great credit to a splendid body
of men.”

His daughter-in-law, Mrs
Shirley Moxey, said that details
and photographs of his time in
the Welsh Guards and in the
Police Force came to light
following a recent family
bereavement. His Police
records included a letter from a
grateful mother which was
written in Norwich in 1932. In it
she gives: “Heartfelt gratitude
and thanks for the splendid
care given to her son when he
met with a recent accident.”
She continues “Written words
cannot express my gratitude to
PC Moxey when he saved my
boy’s life by his wonderful
resource. He deserves the
highest possible praise and I
hope at some future date to
meet him in company with my
son to thank him personally for

A further letter addressed to
the Chief Constable of Norfolk
also acknowledged William
Moxey’s life-saving skills by his
ability to recognise that a
gravely ill man was suffering
from peritonitis. Here, once
more, his actions while on
night duty in rushing the
person to hospital for an
emergency operation were
critical in keeping him alive.
Mrs Moxey, said: “Even though
these events occurred so many
years ago, the family is
extremely proud that William
was able to perform such a
wonderful public service. We
are sure that his extremely
high levels of self discipline and
ability to act decisively were
learned during his formative
years in the Welsh Guards.”
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I was asked many years ago if I
missed the Welsh Guards, I had
to admit that I did but it was
mostly the mates that one left
behind but I knew that if I
stayed in I would not have
done so well as I have over
here. I still see some of my
mates in the UK - even if I did
leave the first reunion for 50
years - and met up with Lord

Guthrie again. I looked after
him as a Batman for the last 14
months of my army career and
I have always liked and
respected him and his Wife.
I hope that I have given you an
insight on how life can be over
here if you work at it, so I will
leave you with that thought &
wish all that read this the very
best of health and life.

FALKLANDS LIBERATION DAY
COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE
ST MARY’S CHURCH, SWANSEA.
By Steve Fisher

LIFE ‘DOWN UNDER’
Ian K Parr (23866352)

fter 6 years serving in the Welsh Guards between
1960 and 1967, I returned to Civilian Street only to find
that there were no jobs available for me, so I decided to
emigrate to South Australia.

A

Even at that time in Australia
we so called ‘Poms’ found it
very hard to acquire jobs, but I
stuck to the task, and after 3
months started to work for the
BHP Steel Works in Whyalla.

been very lucky in life over
here, mostly because I made a
life for my Wife and for myself
from day one, and my
determination for a good life
showed.

Still being a young man, I took
on a second job driving taxies,
but after two years I felt that
my life was really not going
anywhere. I therefore decided
to work closer to Adelaide and
began working as a School Bus
driver, then Truck driver and
Bulldozer driver. I then took to
a job at British Tubemakers,
lasting for 16 years, doing
various jobs which put me in
good stead for travelling all
over the country.

In life, no matter where you are
there will always be ‘Ups and
Downs’, but one has to roll
with that and what makes it
bearable is the people around
you. Of course there will
always be exceptions but in
general life will be good. This
country is very big and if I had
two lifetimes I might see about
three quarters of this
wonderful land, its people and
its wildlife. I have skipped over
much of the country through
trucking and holiday periods
but I feel very hungry for more.

The weather over here in South
Australia during about 9
months of the year is normally
good to hot, and I found that
after my first 3 years I was
enjoying the heat between 35
and 40 degrees - and to this
very day I feel the same. I have

ommemorative service held at The Collegiate and
Parish Church of St Mary’s on the 14th June 2011 (29th
Anniversary) for the South Atlantic Medal Association
(SAMA82) Wales Branch.

C

The dignitaries attending were
H.M. Lord Lieutenant of West
Glamorgan D Byron Lewis Esq
CStJ FCA, High Sheriff of West
Glamorgan Mrs Susan Waller
Thomas and the Lord Mayor of
the City and County of Swansea
Councillor Loan Richard and
the Lady Mayoress.
The service, the 5th one, was
this year not held on the usual
8th of the month which was
originally started to remember
the bombing of the RFA Sir
Galahad where many men lost
their lives but the 14th which

represents all the members of
(SAMA82) Wales Branch which
is all who were involved in the
conflict from all Arms of the
Services and their families.
Liberation Day is the biggest
day in the Falkland Island
calendar. It is the day when we
give thanks for the victory over
the enemy, the liberation of our
citizens, and at the same time
honour all those who sadly did
not return home or suffered
injury in making the victory
possible. “From the Sea
Freedom”. We will never forget
the very sad loss on that fateful

I have been married since
17/12/83 and my wife Patricia
has followed me through half
of my travels, and to this very
day she would not have
changed anything in that
decision.
Dignitaries and SMS members outside St Mary’s Church, Swansea
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The Three Musketeers. Left to Right: Mark Reed,
Karl Trenchard & Lee Rogers.

day of the 8th June 1982 and
incorporated in the service on
the 14th was a special
dedication to those who lost
their lives. The President of the
Swansea Branch Welsh Guards
Association Major C Carty MBE
TD read out the names of those
poor souls that never returned
home with us 29 years ago.
Also Hugh Upward who served
on HMS Glamorgan read out
the names of those seamen
who would not return with this
proud vessel. May all those that
gave the ultimate sacrifice rest
in peace. Also including and
not forgetting those three
civilians. Once again many
veterans and their families
travelled far and wide to be
there even staying overnight in
a local hotel. The Venerable
Robert J Williams, Archdeacon
of Gower, conducted the
service. Once again it was a
wonderful service to
remember all our friends that
never had the chance to grow
old with their loved ones. The
Act of Commitment was ‘On

behalf of those who served on
RFA Sir Galahad (subsequently
scuttled at sea as a war grave),
RFA Sir Tristram and HMS
Glamorgan and all who lost
their lives in Operation
“Corporate”, South Atlantic
Campaign 1982. They then
played the song ‘Brother in
Arms’ which was very
emotional and gave everyone
time for their own thoughts
and memories of our fallen
comrades.
After the service everyone
gathered together at the Cross
Keys where we were able to
raise a glass or two to fallen
comrades. We were also able
to sit outside to enjoy the
buffet. Not only were we able
to pay respects to our fallen
comrades but also it was a
time to renew old friendships.

West Belfast in 1986 & Lee
Rogers served Belize 1989. The
last time Karl saw them both
was over 12 years ago. Karl
commented to me that it was
‘his pleasure and good fortune
to serve with two very good
soldiers’. A point to mention
here is that Mark & Lee are not
veterans of the Falklands
conflict but were there as a
common bond between all
Welsh Guardsmen, their
families and servicemen and
servicewomen in general.
I would like on behalf of all
those attendees to thank Rob
Nichols, Chairman of SAMA(82)
Wales Branch, for all the
meetings he had with the
church authorities to arrange
such a wonderful service and
for arranging the buffet at the
Cross Keys. He works tirelessly
on our behalf.

Next year (2012) will be the
30th anniversary of the
liberation of the Falklands.
Please put the following dates
into your diary.
Commemorative Service
Thursday 14th June, St Mary’s
Church, Swansea. *‘Falklands
Memorial Dedication’ which is
being held at the National
Memorial Arboretum on
Sunday the 20th May.
SAMA(82) Wales also hopes to
hold a memorial service at the
*Falklands National Monument
in Alexander Gardens, Cardiff,
during Armed Forces Day
Saturday 30th June. Both (*) of
these will be weekend
remembrance/social events.
Please check out
www.samawales.co.uk for
further info on all events.
They will always be
remembered and may they
rest in peace.

A Visit to Saint Charles-de-Percy,
Normandy
by WO2 (RQMS) LT Scholes
oth the 1st and 2nd Battalions left the area of Bayeux
following a short lying up period on the night of the
17th July 1944 following the D Day landings. The local
Bocage country consisted of tight woodland, narrow lanes
and small fields interdicted with problematic hedges that
lent itself to defence and caused a nightmare to the
attackers. The majority of fighting was at close quarter and
there are many tales of troops literally being on top of the
enemy before either realised the other was there.

B

One of the many stories of the
day is where Karl Trenchard
met up with two members of
his Platoon where he was their
Commander at some stage of
their career. Mark Reed, served
Mr Brian Keane, Welsh Guards Association Secretary General, Mr Jacques
Desormeau, Mayor of Saint-Charles-de-Percy and RQMS Lee Scholes, RHQ
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There are 789 graves in Saint-Charles-de-Percy;
including members of all five Foot Guards Regiments
and the Royal Horse Guards.
44 are Welsh Guardsmen (31 from 1WG and 13 from
2WG) covering the period 02nd to 16th Aug 1944

RQMS Guards Division monument, Saint-Charles-de-Percy

On 2nd August at dawn,
3 Squadron of the 2nd
Armoured Reconnaissance
Battalion Welsh Guards hit
panzers of the SS
Hohenstaufen in front of Saint
Charles-de-Percy. At nightfall
the 3rd Battalion Irish Guards
reached the town. SaintCharles-de-Percy was liberated
the next day on 3rd August.
The 1st Battalion Welsh Guards
entered Montchamp virtually
unopposed on 4th August
although faced a heavy
counter-attack by the 9th SS
Panzer Div that overran a
number of positions. The town
was completely won the
following day but there were
heavy casualties, including
their third Commanding Officer
since arriving in Normandy
whilst controlling the fight
from his scout car.
On Monday 06th June 2011, the
Welsh Guards Association
Secretary General; Brian Keane,
his wife; Sandra and RQMS Lee
Scholes travelled over to
Normandy to represent the
Regiment for the annual
memorial service in Saint
Charles-de-Percy
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The service was attended by an
impressively large number of
French veterans and local
standard bearers. A charming
bilingual service was
conducted with local
dignitaries and a number of
ex-pats.
Throughout the trip, we were
hosted impeccably by the
Mayor of Saint Charles-dePercy; Jacques Desormeau.
This included accommodation
in the Mayor’s Chateau for the
night and a dinner for local
dignitaries, ex-pats and
veterans in Montchamps
Village Hall.
Also of note amongst the cast
of ex-pats were Jeanette and
David Mabbutt who
established a 1940s teashop in
Montchamp with a
combination of home baking
and battlefield tours. David
opened a small museum that
reflects the events of 1944 in
the area and in particular the
part played by the Welsh
Guards in liberating
Montchamp and impressed all
with his wealth of knowledge.

Capt JCR Homfray
Lt DM Lester
Lt RD Stevens
Lt RG Whiskard
Sgt RO Jones
Sgt JE Turner
LSgt H Bailey
LSgt E Hellines
LCpl WAJ Grove
LCpl RG Jones
LCpl RF Tucker
LCpl RO Williams
Gdsm PG Baller
Gdsm RJ Bowring
Gdsm DG Clarke
Gdsm S Cornthwaite
Gdsm JJ Crowshaw
Gdsm WA Cuff
Gdsm TJ Daniels
Gdsm SJ Doble
Gdsm DG Evans
Gdsm A Evans
Gdsm J Godber
Gdsm W Holden
Gdsm HC Jenkins
Gdsm JV Kuner
Gdsm RW Munro
Gdsm J Partridge
Gdsm DR Purchase
Gdsm AEC Radnor
Gdsm D Rees
Gdsm WDH Rees
Gdsm JAM Rennett
Gdsm EWJ Roberts
Gdsm RD Rogers
Gdsm SM Smith
Gdsm T Thomas
Gdsm DM Thomas
Gdsm JW Waples
Gdsm WH Wardle
Gdsm V Watkins
Gdsm D Williams
Gdsm H Williams
Gdsm GW Worby

03rd Aug 2WG
04th Aug 2WG
04th Aug 2WG
02nd Aug2WG
03rd Aug 2WG
03rd Aug 1WG
02nd Aug1WG
02nd Aug1WG
11th Aug 1WG
04th Aug 2WG
11th Aug 1WG
11th Aug 1WG
2th Aug 1WG
14th Aug 1WG
11th Aug 1WG
11th Aug 1WG
02nd Aug1WG
11th Aug 1WG
09th Aug 1WG
02nd Aug1WG
11th Aug 1WG
11th Aug 1WG
11th Aug 1WG
03rd Aug 2WG
11th Aug 1WG
11th Aug 1WG
02nd Aug1WG
04th Aug 1WG
03rd Aug 2WG
02nd Aug1WG
11th Aug 1WG
03rd Aug 2WG
04th Aug 2WG
11th Aug 1WG
11th Aug 1WG
12th Aug 1WG
10th Aug 2WG
16th Aug 1WG
02nd Aug1WG
02nd Aug1WG
03rd Aug 2WG
11th Aug 1WG
05th Aug 1WG
02nd Aug2WG
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Left to Right: John Thorneloe, Lt Jamie Bromfield, Capt Andrew Dunlop,
Sally Thorneloe, Lt Ben Figgures-Wilson

SAILING WITH THE THORNELOES
Lt Jamie Bromfield 7 Platoon Commander
t Col Rupert Thorneloe was a sailing enthusiast and
exceptionally calm and competent behind the helm.
It was a superb idea of his father, John Thorneloe, to
begin a Welsh Guards tradition of a late summer days
sailing in his son’s memory every year.

L

This year John and Sally
Thorneloe accompanied by
nine young officers from the
Battalion set sail on Gladeye on
Friday 2nd September from
Gosport. Lt Bardsley was in
charge of the day’s expedition
and had planned for all
eventualities, including a glass
of Pimms and sandwiches at 11
o’clock to kick the day off. For
those that know the Solent it is
rarely mill pond flat, however,
with a five knot wind and the
tide in our favour we enjoyed a
social sail westwards towards
Fishbourne and then down to
Cowes. There were some
brilliant stories that came out
from the Thorneloe family and
the more senior officers on
board about Lt Col Thorneloe’s
younger years and Battalion
life when he was in command.
For those of us that never had
the pleasure of being
commanded by him it was of
great enjoyment and interest
to hear about such an
inspirational Guardsman.

With the help of an ensign
acquired by Lt Figgures-Wilson
we arrived in West Cowes and
had a berth awaiting us at the
Royal Yacht Squadron, where
Gladeye lay proudly sporting
the Guards Star fluttering in the
ever increasing wind. Lt Col
Thorneloe’s mother, Vernoica
Thorneloe with her two young
granddaughters’ Hannah and
Sophie were awaiting us on the
dock having taken the ferry
over the same morning.

Lt Ben Figgures-Wilson and Lt Felix Wright

We waved goodbye to
Veronica, Hannah and Sophie
then began our sail back across
the Solent towards Gosport.
There had been a dramatic
increase in the wind over lunch
and so we now decided to put
the spinnaker up to help fight
the tide back with a moderate
westerly. Here the sailing
livened up considerably; the
spinnaker which had flown up
beautifully, unluckily created
problems as a shift in the wind
caused the spinnaker to wrap
itself around the forestay and
invert itself. Chaos could well
have ensued had not the three
sailors onboard do their best to
unwrap to spinnaker but to no
avail! This required an
unhappy skipper to go up in

the bosuns chair to sort out the
problem from the
masthead.With superb
helming skills from Captain
Maltby and foredeck work
from Lt Figgures-Wilson and Lt
Starkey we managed to bring
the spinnaker down and we
finished our short passage
with a goosewing run back
down to Gosport.
The day was a great success
and of considerable enjoyment
to all of those who were
involved. Everyone felt that it
was the perfect way to
commemorate Lt Col Thorneloe
and we are all looking forward
to a repeat next year. Our
thanks to John Thornloe for
orchestrating and funding
such a special day.

The Thorneloes had generously
organised an incredible lunch
for us all at the Royal Corinthian
Yacht Club and so we sat for
drinks and lunch in our boating
jackets admiring the yachting
capital below. Lunch concluded
with a heart felt speech by Capt
Davis about Lt Col Thorneloe
and what an inspiring man he
was, and John Thorneloe spoke
of the Regiment that we had
joined and how exceptionally
proud he was of the Welsh
Guards.
View from the bosun’s chair from Cowes back to Gosport
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available for sale, and must
also be sufficiently high calibre
to be fit for the job at hand:
celebrate Wales and The Welsh
Guards.
Over the next months I sought
out the contact I had in the
professional art world, feeling
for significant input where
possible, and assistance where
available. It was clear that
October 2011 would be an
excellent moment to aim for,
since this would fall about 6
months before the Regiment’s
next deployment, and coincide
with the optimal time in the art
calendar.

WALES FOREVER EXHIBITION
17TH - 23RD OCTOBER 2011
Wilbur Heynes
little after 2230 hours on Monday 17th October,
what would have been Lt Col Rupert Thorneloe’s
42nd birthday, I closed up Gallery 8 on Duke Street St
James’s and prepared to head from London back to my
home outside Oxford.

A

This journey offered a chance
to reflect on what had been an
excellent opening night of a
new exhibition. The exhibition
here, Wales Forever, showed
the work of four different
artists inspired by the men and
women of The Welsh Guards,
and aimed to share the
proceeds with The Welsh
Guards Afghanistan Appeal.
At the Private View there had
been a dozen or so serving
members of the Battalion, and
former leaders of the
Regiment, including Lord
Guthrie and Brigadier Peter
Williams. Also present were
both Mrs Sally Thorneloe, and
Mrs Jessica Tomblin, Col
Rupert’s widow and sister. The
strength and depth of support
for the exhibition was easy to
see, and as a cousin of Col
Rupert, and the curator of the
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exhibition, I found the turnout
tremendously gratifying.
In the immediate and terrible
aftermath of the gruelling
summer the Regiment had
spent in Afghanistan in 2009, I
had sought some way I might
offer help to the Appeal. Little
by little the germ of an idea
began to grow: I had little but
peripheral knowledge of the
military world, and the world I
did know seemed not
immediately connected.
Catching up with an old friend,
Major Guy Stone, proved a
turning point. Guy explained
the Regiment’s future
commitments, and invited me
to visit him at the Officer’s
Mess. With the permission of
both the Regiment, and Col
Rupert’s family I set about
organizing an exhibition.
The collected work must be

By December 2010 I had found
a venue in the ideal location
that had availability and not
only was this gallery free, but
also I discovered the first of
what would turn out to be
astonishing support. On
describing the purpose of the
exhibition, to help wounded
soldiers and bereaved families,
the gallery owner immediately
offered assistance in making
space available at a reduced
rate.
As the next month’s passed,
and other artists heard of the
proposed show, more support
readily appeared: David Light,
Grahame Hurd-Wood, and
Luke Martineau all threw their
collected experience and
contacts into the project,
entirely driven by the chance to
do something for the soldiers
and their families. Regardless
of prior commitments, these
three promised to develop new
work specifically featuring
Wales for the cause of the
exhibition.
The search for a catalogue to
feature both the collected
artwork and explain the cause
of Welsh Guards Afghanistan
Appeal found more willing and
very able contributors. Impact
Print and Design offered their

assistance gladly sharing some
of the printing costs, and Bark
Design lent their highly
specialized design skills.
Through the height of Summer
2011 the catalogue really took
shape. Overall the flavour of
the collection became clear
enough to share with His Royal
Highness The Prince of Wales
who had followed the genesis
of the exhibition and kindly
offered his own support in the
form of a generous foreword
to the catalogue.
At this stage of the
preparations I began to feel
some trepidation, much of the
news throughout the year had
featured the dire status of
world economics. Some
support that had been
proffered began to be
withdrawn as commercial
interests required companies
to show restraint in spending.
As the catalogues now arrived
with the select mailing list of
collectors, art patrons, and
carefully nurtured contacts the
tide began to turn. Within days
three works had sold or been
reserved, including two of the
most significant pieces in the
collection. The instant reaction
clearly signalled the mood that
exists widely: the strong desire
to thank and honour the men
and women who serve the
nation.
Now as I write the exhibition
week is complete, and the
result has been outstanding.
There are many people who
have contributed their part in
making this show such a
success, and I have tried to
name as many as I could, and
for those there can be only
thanks. I feel the show has
been a fitting and tremendous
celebration of the family of the
Welsh Guards, the family of
whom Lt Col Rupert Thorneloe
MBE was so proud.
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Battalion Officers and Warrant Officers attending the opening evening
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this was not the first and not
the last time they have taken
part or will take part. I think I
fell firmly into the category of
people, who according to
Virgin London Marathon's
medical director presented the
biggest risk of burnout and
were most likely to “run” into
trouble - men in their 40s who
were 'midlife crisis' men who
wanted to prove to themselves
that they were still youthful.
For the record I am actually in
my mid fifties, I did not burn
out (quite) and completed it in
a few minutes over 4 hours.
However perhaps the medical
director was partially correct in
my case - there was just
possibly a bit of a mid life crisis
thing going on as well!
Left to right – Charlie Sitchel, Martin Syms and Dom Palmer-Tomkinson

THE LONDON MARATHON
17TH APRIL 2011
By Major Martin Syms, late WG
ive of us ran the London Marathon on April 17th this
year. That is five members of the Welsh Guards
extended family by virtue of having having served in the
Regiment, served alongside the Regiment or, just as
importantly, as friends of the Regiment: Martin Syms,
Charlie Sichel, Derek Moorehead, Dom Palmer-Tomkinson
and Tim Rees. We did it to raise money for the Welsh
Guards Afghanistan Appeal and, if we are honest with
ourselves, also to take part in one of the biggest running
events in the world.

F

and he had a spare ticket and
would I like to run it with him. I
thought it sounded like an
excellent idea, good cause and
all! This was on a Friday in a
pub after work. He came into
work on Monday and said
“Dom, the good news is I’ve
signed you up to run the
Marathon, the bad news is it
clashes with my holiday to Sri
Lanka so on you’re on your
own I’m afraid!”
Anyone who knows Johnny will
recognise the style! Apparently
he will be running the 2012
Marathon, holidays permitting,
which no doubt Dom will look
forward to!

My good fortune was that at
the outset I realised my
limitations and did not opt to
run in some bizarre costume,
unlike Tim Rees who dressed in
authentic Roman Legionnaire’s
uniform so that he could raise
more money. He was lent the
kit from a re-enactment
company and it was authentic
down to the sandals. It
weighed about 20kg in total,
including a bronze helmet,
steel segmented armour,
woollen tunic belt and sandals
– what an idiot! As the saying
goes, “any fool can make
themselves uncomfortable”!
However it was fantastic effort
- he ran the entire route,
finishing in 4 hours and 59
minutes.

However in taking part I think
we all realized, as Charlie Sichel
pointed out, whatever the
relative agonies we went
through to cross the finish line,
a marathon is very little
compared to what many
members of the Regiment have
been through in recent times,
and was just a small gesture of
support.

manner in which we were
recruited to the cause varied.
As Dom told me:

Of course we entered the
Marathon because we wanted
to support the Welsh Guards
and its appeal; however the

“Dom, the good news is I’ve signed you up to run the
Marathon, the bad news is it clashes with my holiday to Sri
Lanka so on you’re on your own I’m afraid!”
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The reason I did the Marathon
was because my boss Johnny
Martin Smith was a Welsh
Guardsman and he came back
from lunch one day saying that
he had signed up to run the
Marathon for the Welsh Guards

I was recruited by John Price,
also notably on holiday at the
time! For me the whole thing
was a challenge requiring
many weeks of training, which
I have no intention of
repeating again, unlike a
number of the team for whom

If you “Google” the London
Marathon, you get all the facts:
it is 26 miles and 385 yards
long, it begins at three
separate points around
Blackheath and finishes on the
Mall and it holds the Guinness
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The Roman Legionnaire – Tim Rees who completed the Marathon in
4 hours and 59 minutes

world record as the largest
annual fund raising event in
the world. None of this
however in any way gives the
remotest indication as to the
actual mood of the day with its
36,500 runners and the
thousands more supporting
them along the route. The
runners come in all sorts of
different shapes and sizes, and
ages, and certainly different
levels of fitness, along with
Roman legionnaires, rhinos,
pandas, 40 man caterpillars,
pantomime dames and “Kate
and Will” lookalikes, nearly all
raising money for charity. The
only slightly dispiriting thing in
competing alongside the
roman legionnaires,
caterpillars et al was to be
overtaken by them. As Dom
pointed out “one of the many
low points was being over
taken by a bagel on Birdcage
Walk”! However whatever one
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chose to wear and whatever
time one managed to do it in, it
was fantastic to take part in the
vast moving carnival, cheered
on by supporters all of whom
were willing us on right up
until the finish line.
Of course on the day, there was
the usual cross section of
celebrities without whom no
event like this is complete. All
instantly unrecognisable,
certainly to me, and it took
family and friends to point
them out as. Derek Moorehead,
according to his family “ran”
with Will Young, which he was
blissfully unaware of, while our
Roman legionnaire took on
James Cracknall. However
whatever or whoever you
were, the vast majority of

Derek Moorehead – friend of Rupert Thorneloe
and served together in Northern Ireland

runners had one thing in
common which was to raise
money for a charity or cause
which they passionately
believed and it was this which
got most people to the start
line in the first place and finally
across the finish line. In Derek
Moorehead’s case not only was
he supporting the Welsh Guard
Afghanistan appeal but he also
did it on a very personal level
for Rupert Thorneloe who he
worked alongside in Northern
Ireland in 1996 and as
godfather to one of Rupert’s
daughters. There were
countless others like all him, all
wanting to make a positive
contribution to a cause behind
which there was frequently a
tale of suffering and loss.

I think it is this on reflection, as
the excitement and challenges
of the day were soon forgotten,
that stands out in a lot of
people’s minds.
All of us who ran the London
Marathon certainly felt a great
personal sense of satisfaction
in successfully taking part in
the challenge but the greatest
pride came from knowing that
we were contributing to a
really good cause. Thanks to a
multitude of generous
sponsors and some very active
money raising efforts by the
team, we raised £54,828 in
total (with a promise of more
to come) for the Welsh Guards
Afghanistan appeal... definitely
well worth a few sore feet!

“Derek Moorehead, according to his family “ran” with Will
Young, which he was blissfully unaware of, while our Roman
legionnaire took on James Cracknall”
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25 years on and “all present and correct, sir!”

FOUNDER’S DAY – PRESERVING THE
TRADITIONS OF THE PAST
Lt Col S C Barnwell
n December 1681, King Charles II issued a Royal Warrant
and commissioned Sir Christopher Wren to build a
hospital and retirement home for ex-soldiers over looking
the River Thames – an act for which His Majesty became
known as the Founder of the Royal Hospital, Chelsea.

I

Each year in June, at a time
closest to Charles II birthday
(29 May) and the date upon
which he was restored to the
throne in 1660, the inpensioners hold a ceremony in
honour of their Pious Founder
entitled, Founder’s Day. The
officer taking the salute is
invariably a member of the
Royal Family and the highlight
is a march-past and drive-past
(in-pensioners who have
trouble walking can still take
part in the ceremony by riding
on electric buggies, usually
with a precision akin to the Red
Arrows) where you will
witness half the parade
execute a unique left-handed
salute.
My involvement with this
endearing ceremony began as
a Kneller Hall Trumpeter back
in my Student Days of 1985
when to be a member of the
“Golden Eight” Fanfare Team
really meant something. In that
era it was always an

embellished team of 12 Kneller
Hall Fanfare Trumpeters on the
roof of the colonnade
(conducted by the Kneller Hall
Director of Music) together
with a Foot Guards Band (at
ground level) that provided the
musical support to the
ceremony. Today the band
support remains the same, but
the Fanfare Trumpeters are
provided by the Foot Guards
Bands.
In 2006 I became reacquainted
with the ceremony as the
Director of Music of the Irish
Guards Band providing the
band support. I remember
looking up at the colonnade in
a brief moment of nostalgia
and seeing the small fanfare
team of 7 from the Coldstream
Guards Band spread thinly
across the roof, sounding
good, but looking a mere
shadow of the spectacle it once
was. There was a reason for
this reduced number of course
in that bands today are only

Lt Col Barnwell shares a few words with the inspecting officer about another former
Director of Music of the Welsh and Irish Guards Bands, Major (Retired) Philip Shannon,
who had also been a member of the Kneller Hall Fanfare Team “up on the roof” and
was now on parade for the first time as a Captain of Invalids.

issued with 7 Fanfare Trumpets
each on their Equipment
Tables.
Three years later in 2009, as
the Director of Music of the
Welsh Guards Band now
tasked to provide the Fanfare
Team for Founder’s Day, I took
the conscious decision to make
a change. I borrowed a set of
Fanfare Trumpets from another
Foot Guards Band and fielded
a team of 14 trumpeters on the
roof of the colonnade,
positioning 1 player in front of
each of the 14 windows. It
worked! A little too well I
hasten to add as the following
year we got the gig again. This
time around however, I could
“only” field 12 trumpeters due
to manning constraints, but by
positioning each of the
trumpeters in the spaces
between the windows, I had
made a return to the Kneller
Hall “days of old”.

Earlier this year and for the
third time in a row now I found
myself reading the instruction
for Founder’s Day once again,
but this time in readiness for
providing the band support to
the ceremony. I confess that I
could not help the tiny smile
that came across my face as I
noticed the few subtle
amendments that had crept
into the instruction – those
concerning the team of “12
Fanfare Trumpeters”.
The smile was even bigger
however, as HRH, Prince Henry
of Wales, walked out of the
large wooden doors beneath
the colonnade and out into the
bright sunshine heralded by
the embellished Fanfare Team
from the Band of the Irish
Guards, who were looking
impressive and sounding
magnificent.

The embellished Fanfare Team from the Band of the Irish Guards, looking impressive
and sounding magnificent
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barracks now has a Mess to be
proud of.
Without the momentous
influence of Mr Andy Hopkirk
from Defence Infrastructure
Organisation (DIO), much of this
work would have passed us by.
Andy ensured that funds were
made available for the barracks
and numerous projects have
been agreed through his
determination to improve the
lives of our soldiers. Many
projects are on-going and we see
improvements on an almost
daily basis, all thanks to Andy’s
efforts.

The mess shots from the South or the aerial photograph.

CAVALRY BARRACKS HOUNSLOW
Major A F Bowen, Quartermaster
n 1793 the Army restructured and as a result Cavalry
Barracks was built for the purpose, not surprisingly, of
housing a Cavalry Regiment of 400 officers and soldiers.
The design of the buildings was a far cry from what we
see today in a modern purpose built barracks.

I

The stables were located
directly below the sleeping
quarters and the soldiers had
to endure the delights of the
odour of their horses
permeating through the
floorboards. Over the years
Cavalry Barracks has seen
numerous additions and
upgrades to its infrastructure
which brings us to the present
day and occupation by 1st
Battalion Welsh Guards.
On being warned of a move
back to LONDIST and a new
home in Hounslow our
primary concern was that the
barracks had been identified
for closure many times over the
preceding years resulting in a
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chronic lack of investment and
a staggering decline in the
most basic of facilities. The
previous unit to occupy the
barracks was 2nd Battalion
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers
who had to return to Cavalry
Barracks from an operational
tour in Afghanistan on Op
HERRICK 10 to the Sun
Newspaper headline “From
Helmand to Hellhole”. As the
Fusiliers moved out they were
informed that the barracks
would remain unoccupied and
understandably their focus

was on taking over their new
barracks. A caretaker party,
consisting of the paltry
number of 1 Officer and 1
Warrant Officer were identified
to keep the barracks running
with a handful of civilian staff.
Thankfully for us a new build of
accommodation was agreed
and Single Living
Accommodation (SLAM) was
built for all Junior Ranks. We are
also the welcome recipients of
a fully modernised and
refurbished accommodation
block for the Warrant Officers’
and Sergeants’ Mess who also
received a brand new SLAM
block which has been named
after LSgt Tobie Fasfous. The
Warrant Officers’ and
Sergeants’ Mess public rooms
were completely refurbished
and with the significant efforts
of the Mess Members the

There are many positives in our
current barracks. Firstly, it is
ours; we do not share as we
did previously in Wellington
Barracks and RAF St Athan and
we are far enough away from
Central London to have that all
important breathing space
although being directly under
the Heathrow flight path
makes for regular gaps in
conversations; the Gdsm refer
to Cavalry Barracks as
Heathrow Terminal 6! We have
a number of facilities expected
of a barracks for an Infantry
Battalion. The Training Wing,
Counter IED Lane, purpose built
Forward Operating Base (FOB),
indoor range and small assault
course coupled with a large
expanse of grass have allowed
us to conduct much predeployment training within
barracks. We also enjoy a
rugby field, squash court,
tennis courts, outdoor
conditioning stations, a small
football field, comprehensive
cardiovascular suite and a full
sized gymnasium (due for
refurbishment as the roof
leaks) so sport and fitness are
maintained. We do however

“The Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess public rooms were
completely refurbished and with the significant efforts of the
Mess Members the barracks now has a Mess to be proud of”
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Battalion Headquarters and Officers’ Mess

have to travel to Aldershot or
Pirbright to conduct the all
important endurance marches
that maintain the high levels of
fitness that are required of the
modern Gdsm. Our
deployment to Afghanistan in
2012 will see our soldiers
carrying in excess of 60kg (132
lbs) of equipment so fitness
provides the backbone of what
we do here in Hounslow.
Our other role here should not
be forgotten. Cavalry Barracks
is the home of a public duties

battalion and we have had our
fair share of ceremonial events
in 2011. Every inch of tarmac
has been used for some
rehearsal or other but we lack
the ability to prepare for The
Queen’s Birthday Parade. That
should be resolved by April
2012 with the inclusion of a
large drill square. This will be at
the expense of half of our
grass, but the barracks has to
have a drill square and once
completed we will be able to
prepare for public duties
without having to leave

Sgts’ Mess before
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barracks, which was the case
this year. Other refurbishments
include the Medical and Dental
centres and the provision of up
to date technical working areas
for the Motorised Transport
Platoon and REME Light Aid
Detachment.
Pay as You Dine (PAYD) is a new
meal concept that is sweeping
across the Army. In Cavalry
Barracks we no longer pay for
food from our wages, we pay
for what we eat. In the main
the Battalion has taken to this

new style of feeding quite well
and arithmetic levels have
improved tenfold. Attempting
to add up what is going onto
your meal tray has resulted in
long queues at the cashiers’
tills but thankfully fingers and
toes have been in abundance
and the Education Officer has
been suitably impressed! Small
teams of determined Gdsm are
regularly observed cooking a
small meal in their kitchens.
Thankfully we have only had
one reported fire - so far!

Sgts’ Mess after
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BROWNLOW
BOXING CUP 1962
By Ron Sherratt
When Des Boak took over as
CSM 8 Company Welsh Guards,
he placed great emphasis on
sporting traditions associated
with the Regiment, especially
rugby and boxing.
When the time came to
challenge for the Brownlow
Boxing Trophy, which up to
that time had never been won
by the Welsh Guards, he was
determined that during his
tour, we would win it!
We were extremely fortunate
to be able to challenge at all
weights, and won the trophy
outright. Chris Beynon, seen
sitting on the far right of the
photograph, was a very good
boxer, and also played rugby
for the Welsh Guards
Championship winner side.

RFA SIR GALAHAD REMEMBERED
By Robert Nichols
s the 30th anniversary of the Falklands conflict
approaches next year, RFA Gold Rover was delighted
to welcome aboard former members of the Welsh Guards
who were onboard RFA Sir Galahad at the time of one of
the most defining images of the campaign, when she was
severely damaged by Argentine aircraft.

A

Left to Right – Robert Nichols, Diane Sumnall (Widow of LCpl Christopher
Francis Ward (known as Frank) KIA Sir Galahad, Dave Banbrough,
Mark Horwood and Kenny Dawkins
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Accompanied by the Chaplain to
the Falkland Islands Rev (Flt Lt)
David C Haslam, the Guards,
embarked for the journey
towards the final resting place of
the Galahad some 60 miles
South East of the islands. The
party who represented the
Wales Branch of SAMA (South
Atlantic Medal Association)
consisted of former Guardsmen
and the wife of one of the fallen,
who thanks to the ongoing
support of the Association was
able to visit the islands for the
first time. Whilst the ship
proceeded towards the site the
party were shown around Gold
Rover by Chief Officer Andrew
Gudgeon QGM, himself a
member of the Galahad’s ships
company during the conflict.

The party remained onboard
overnight enjoying the
hospitality of the ships company
ahead of a slow steam past the
entrance to Port Pleasant and
Fitzroy, where the Sir Galahad
and Sir Tristam were anchored
on the morning of the attack.
Once past the entrance the ship
continued on passage to Stanley
where the former Guardsmen
were landed.

As the afternoon drew to a close
the ship reached the site of the
Galahad. The ships company
together with the veterans
mustered for a particularly
moving memorial service, which
served to remind one and all of,

The visit, though poignant and
powerful was warmly
welcomed by all concerned as
strong links between the
islands, the RFA and the former
servicemen and their families
continue.

the sacrifices made during the
conflict and the human impact
that follows. Wreaths were laid
on behalf of SAMA, RFA Gold
Rover and the RFA Service. In a
poignant symbol fresh Daffodils,
the Welsh emblem, were also
laid to remember the Welsh
Guards and others that remain
with the ship today.
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The Start Line

THE GREAT KINDROCHIT
QUADRATHLON
Major J W Aldridge & Capt T C Spencer Smith, Welsh Guards
arly this year the Regimental Adjutant sent out an
email to his flock on behalf of Will Maydon. Will is and
Old Radleian, and was trying to pull together a team of 24
to raise money for Radley’s Armed Forces Foundation. In
return for people’s sponsorship the 24 would complete
the Artemis Great Kindrochit Quadrathlon on 9 Jul 11.
James Aldridge was immediately taken by the idea, and
convinced me to join him (the event has to be run in pairs)
– it seemed like a considerable but achievable challenge,
and we both felt a strong connection to the charity
through the late Lt Col Rupert Thorneloe.

E

The fund is seeking to raise
funds to finance secondary
education at an independent
boarding school for the sons
and daughters of Service men
or women killed while serving
their country or discharged as
a result of their wounds or
injuries, and the first bursary is
to be named in honour of
Colonel Rupert.
The Quadrathlon is based
around Loch Tay, which is the
sixth largest loch in Scotland

faced was a 1 mile swim across
Loch Tay followed by 15 miles
over the 7 Munros and then
heading back to the shoreline
of Loch Tay and kayaking 8
miles back to the start point,
before cycling around the loch.

The clock would be stopped
when we heroically hacked a
watermelon to death at the
finish line, qualifying us to
receive a well-deserved sports
massage!

and reaches 150m at its
deepest point. It is surrounded
by some of the finest
countryside in the British Isles,
in particular the Ben Lawers
Range to the North which
includes 7 Munros, the highest
of which is 1214m. The reentrants are deep and the hills
are high, the water in the loch
rarely climbs above 16 degrees
centigrade and the road
running around the loch is 34
miles in total. The challenge we
The route
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The Start Line

The race was due to start at
0600, so we reveilled at 0400 to
allow digestion of breakfast
and travel to the start point.
Levering oneself into a wetsuit
at the best of times is not easy;
doing it with cold hands and
the requisite Wet Suit Wax
ensuring you had no chance of
getting a good grip on the
fabric made for an amusing
sight. From highly trained
athletes, enthusiastic amateurs,
all the way down to ourselves
we all struggled into our suits
and swimming caps in time for
the decidedly dodgy warm up –
why anyone would instruct 300
people in wetsuits to limber up
and carry out some
exaggerated gyrations to the
sounds of Abba is truly beyond
me. At 0600 we traipsed down
to the water’s edge and crept
into the ‘refreshing’ water ready
for the start. I am sure you are
all familiar with that sinking
feeling you get when you are in
the wrong place, well, James
and I turned back to wave at
Pari and realised we were at
the very front of the field.
Fortunately there was no time
to consider the implications of
this as the starting gun went.
We struck out into the loch
swimming as hard and fast as
we could, aiming for our
destination which was lit by a
large, fiery beacon on the far

shore.
Imagine if you would, having
two cans of muscular ice spray
emptied into your nose, that is
what the swim felt like for the
first 400 yards. Total
disorientation, peaty brown
water and a flurry of thrashing
limbs resulted in an interesting
start, nonetheless we soon got
into the rhythm of the swim.
James and I stayed within 10
metres of each other
throughout the swim and
came out of the water just
outside the top 50 swimmers.
Extricating ourselves from the
wetsuits wolfing down a slice
of banana cake was all we had
time for, before we were
running out of the transition
area onto the hills.
The threatening peaks of the
Ben Lawers Range, were going
to be our nemesis for the next
5½ hours, we pushed out onto
the foggy hillside of Meall
Greigh and set a steady pace.
The other competitors all had
the grim mask of
determination etched into their
faces, as we jostled with one
another for position. The pack
soon split with half the
competitors, ourselves
included, going straight up the
face of the first hill, whilst the
remainder traversed around to
the gentler slopes. Despite the

Ptarmigan Ridge - The Final Munro

steepness of the slope we
came to the first checkpoint far
ahead of the others and were
sitting in 9th and 10th overall.
It became abundantly clear
why 98% of our fellow
competitors had opted for
walking poles; no sooner had
our legs recovered from the
uphill scramble, they were
screaming for respite as we
stormed downhill. The
incoming mist soon played
havoc with the navigation on
the hillsides and we found
ourselves at a distinct
advantage using bearings and
contours. We quickly made it
onto the next two Munros,
Meall Garbh and An Stuc,
turning to see a line of
competitors behind us. Ben
Lawers despite its height was
quickly dispatched followed by,

Beinn Ghlas and Meall
Corrnaaich. After fours hours
of scrambling across this
staggering mountain range
the skies had cleared leaving
us with an amazing panorama
onto the Ptarmigan Ridge. The
final Munro lay upon this
craggy, rocky, vertical slice and
the only hurdle that lay
between us and Mael nan
Tarmachan was the significant
glen that lies between these
two ranges.
The continual abuse on our
knees was starting to take its
toll and we slowly slipped
down the field. James was
suffering from agonising
cramps, often having to pause
for several minutes before
continuing onwards, and I
could not keep any food or
water down, consequently

Loch Tay and the Ben Lawers Range
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Munros Conquered…Just

becoming desperately
dehydrated. Despite these
setbacks we reached the final
checkpoint below Munro 7,
Meall Nan Tarmachan, inside 5
hours, we ignored the offer of
soup, bread, cakes and fruit we
quickly pushed on. James
recovered and, doing his best
impression of a mountain goat,
decided that as his team mate
was taking so long he would
have in-depth conversations
with the other competitors.
Judging by the looks on their
faces, I am convinced they
thought it was a delaying
tactic; I was however beyond
caring as I purged my body of
every last ounce of water and
nutrition. This was decidedly
unhelpful and ensured that I
had lost the team twenty
places in the last 2 hours.
Nonetheless we battled on
encouraged, I think, by a
geriatric man galloping down
the mountainside.
The photo above does not do
justice to James, he looks like I
felt, but having just seen my
wife I did my best look
untroubled by the ordeal. We
were given fresh water and a
bowl of hot macaroni cheese
and with renewed enthusiasm
and energy we leapt into our
kayak. These kayaks were
obviously designed as an
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alternative torture to stress
positions and it was in our best
interest to get off the water as
fast as humanly possible.
Despite the kayak doing its
upmost to scupper our plan by
regularly veering off course, we
used a good dose of colourful
language and a Pina Colada to
finish ahead of schedule in 1
hour and 30 minutes. Knowing
that we had our strongest
discipline ahead of us we were
quickly in the saddle and
heading onto our final leg, just
outside the top 30 teams.
It is always extraordinary how
driving in a car gives you a
certain perception of a route’s
topography and yet you
attempt the same route on a
bike and you would swear it
wasn’t the same road. Having
thought we would have no
issues on the 15km stretch into
Killin we were facing tough,
lengthy hills combined with
ever deteriorating tarmac. Our
average speed went spiralling
downwards until we emerged
through a sharp corner onto
Killin High Street. Forgoing the
fish & chips, we powered on to
the northern side of Loch Tay
expecting a steep climb

Race Complete

followed by relative flatness. To
our surprise the climb was
easily conquered and we had a
feast of long steady descents,
fantastic roads intermingled
with indiscernible climbs.
Taking it in turns to lead into
the wind, we powered along
the flat and took advantage of
every descent, passing team
after team as we did so. We
had always had a realistic
target to complete the event
within 12 hours. However,
having discovered that Maj
Henry Llewellyn-Usher WG had
completed the 2010 event in 11
hours 9 minutes, we were
aiming to break his time!
Alas, despite our best efforts
and a supremely fast average
speed on the bikes James and I
watched as our ambitious
target of 11 hours slipped by.
We knew though that unless
something went seriously
wrong we would comfortably
be within the 12 hour target.
The final 40 minutes flew by in
a blur of downhills, more
cramp and a token Welshman
on the roadside offering
encouragement as we swept
into the yard of Great
Kindrochit. Negotiating the

slippery grass, racking our
bikes knowing we were mere
yards from the finish was a
fantastic feeling and that all
that lay ahead of us was the
watermelon. Claymore in hand
we sliced the watermelon in
two, taking a slice and our
finishers’ medals we hobbled
over to the support team.
As a pair James and I finished
34th out of about 150, but,
more importantly, we raised
over £4000 for the AFF, and we
would like to thank everyone
who kindly sponsored us.
Particular thanks go to our
wives, Cath Aldridge and Pari
Spencer Smith, who did so
much to organise our
fundraising event and cajoled
cash from our friends
throughout the evening.
As a team of 24 we collectively
raised over £70,000.
To see more about The Armed
Forces Fund, see
http://www.radley.org.uk/AFF
.aspx.
For more details on the
Quadrathlon see
http://www.artemisgreatkind
rochit.com/ - registration is
now open!

“Despite the kayak doing its upmost to scupper our plan by regularly
veering off course, we used a good dose of colourful language and a
Pina Colada to finish ahead of schedule”

87

INDIVIDUAL ARTICLES

WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE

Welsh Guards with Officers from The Kuwaiti Royal Guard

Welsh Guards with Officers from The Kuwaiti Royal Guard

THE ROYAL VISIT TO KUWAIT
by Lieutenant Felix Wright, Welsh Guards
ith all our efforts focused on MST it came as a
surprise when six member of the Prince of Wales’s
Company had the good fortune to be invited to Kuwait.
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah asked us to partake in a joint military parade of
British and Kuwaiti personnel for a royal visit.

W

The Crown Prince and HRH The
Prince of Wales were the guests
of honour at the parade to mark
the 50th anniversary of Kuwait’s
full independence from the UK
and also the 20th anniversary
of the First Gulf War.
The Prince of Wales’s Company
was in the middle of an
extremely busy period of PDT,
the timing of the Kuwaiti’s
request could not have come at
a busier time, but the honour of
being able to represent our
country and our battalion
could not be missed at any
cost. Within 36 hours of
returning from a cold and wet
exercise in Caerwent the team
were on a plane to Kuwait. We
stepped off the plane and were
treated like royalty from there
on in. All our luggage was dealt
with whilst we sipped tea and
relaxed in an exclusive
departure lounge and chauffer

driven cars awaited us for the
short journey to the hotel. The
Crown Prince’s generosity was
astounding, ensuring we were
accommodated in a luxury
hotel, where we were able to
make the most of all the
facilities throughout our stay.
Fortunately for the group, Lt Col
Alex MacIntosh OBE (WG) was
our friendly face in Kuwait, he
helped us no end even
organising a little culture for us
during our down time. We
visited the Kuwait Towers,
which provide a panoramic
view of Kuwait city and the
Arabian Gulf, from the rotating
viewing platform. The six men
of the Prince of Wales’s
Company also took a trip to the
Souq where we sampled some
of the excellent food. Much to
everyone’s amusement we
stumbled upon a number of
items whose names had been

lost in translation, the
Guardsmen decided that “Garlic
Shampoo” & “Virginity Soap”
were the best and should be
promptly imported to the UK.
Due to the differences in
ceremonial drill the ceremony
required two days of hectic
preparation, but with careful
guidance from CSM Ryan the
initial problems were ironed
and the parade was ready to
go. Our Tunic and Bearskins
were the envy of the parade,
with all focus upon the
members of the Prince of
Wales’s Company. The group
were fortunate to be able to
have a photo of the Crown
Prince and the Prince of Wales
to remember the occasion by.

After the parade the Welsh
Guards were invited to attend
the British Embassy where HRH
The Prince of Wales was
meeting members of the
British community in Kuwait.
For the whole group it was an
event that they will never
forget. Everyone we met in
Kuwait treated us with the
greatest of courtesy and
generosity. It was a once in
lifetime opportunity to be met
and greeted by The Crown
Prince of Kuwait and to also be
able to meet The Prince of
Wales. All members of the
group enjoyed the trip
immensely, we would like to
thank all who helped organise
and make the trip possible.

The Crown Prince and HRH The Prince of Wales
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DIRECTOR OF MUSIC STEPHEN BARNWELL SCALES NEW HEIGHTS
TO SENIOR DIVISIONAL BAND POST by John Stone

Mister Barnwell in his first appointment as a Bandmaster leading the Band of the Queen’s Lancashire Regiment at the Fetes de la Vigne, Dijon 1990

normous pride and excitement coupled with facing
huge challenges that lie ahead in 2012 are emotions
felt by Lt Col Stephen Barnwell, Welsh Guards, who has
just been appointed to the top post of Senior Director of
Music, Household Division.

E

In this role Stephen Barnwell
will be responsible for
organising and conducting the
world’s finest musicians which
make up the seven Bands of
the Division.
Described by experts as the
perfect ceremonial storm, the
month of June 2012 alone will
involve the bands playing at
HM The Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee, preparing for Trooping
the Colour and rehearsing for
Beating the Retreat – all seven
bands will be on parade for the
latter.
It is the first time since 1993
that the Welsh Guards will have

be responsibility for music for
the Royal British Legion’s
Annual Festival of
Remembrance at the Royal
Albert Hall; at the Cenotaph the
following day and many other

high profile occasions such as
State Visits and Investitures.
He is particularly proud of the
fact that two people who
served under him as

been senior band within the
Division. This accolade comes
in a year when, through
television, the eyes of the world
will be on Guards Musicians, as
they also play for the Opening
and Closing Ceremonies of the
London Olympic Games.
His appointment brings
considerable kudos to the Band
of the Welsh Guards – which he
will continue to direct - and to
the Regiment itself.
“This is the role I have always
aimed for since first becoming
a Bandmaster,” he said
Also on his testing agenda will
Major Barnwell and his wife Annette with one of her star pupils from the German
School in Petersham on a day out at the Changing of the Guard Ceremony in July 2010
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Captain Barnwell (Right) in Iraq, April 2003, with two fellow Captains and colleagues. All three pictured went on to become Directors of Music in the Household Division.
Major (Retd) Tim Cooper (Left) with the Blues and Royals Band, and Major Kevin Roberts (Centre) with the Grenadier Guards Band

newly commissioned Director
of Music will be themselves
Directors of Music of Guards
Bands serving alongside him
next year. They are Captain
Mike Smith (Grenadier Guards)
and Major Simon Haw (Scots
Guards). “I am especially
pleased to see them achieving
the potential they were
displaying way back then and
to have helped, albeit in a small
way, to nurture their talent they
possessed” he said.
For the past three years
Stephen Barnwell has
‘shadowed’ Lt Col Graham
Jones, the recently retired
Senior Director of Music,
becoming well acquainted with
the intricacies of the job especially occasions like the
Cenotaph Parade where the
needs of radio and television
have to be co-ordinated to the
split second.
Under his direction the Band of
the Welsh Guards has
continued its renowned ability
to play a wide variety of music,
ranging from marches,
classical, concert and show
pieces with a readiness to

always incorporate new music
- "the life blood of any band".
“I regard the retention of our
musicians as one of the biggest
challenges I face. It is after all
the very best form of
recruiting. I myself feel rich not in monetary terms, but in
respect of having done a job
for over 36 years that I would
readily have done for nothing
just for the pure joy of it. If I can
create an environment in
which the musicians feel that
same kind of fulfilment in their
employment and are given
every opportunity to reach
their full potential whatever
their respective goals may be,
then I am well on the way to
meeting that challenge.”
He knows who is first in the
minds of the band when they
are playing on Buckingham
Palace forecourt during
Changing of the Guard. “There
may be a large crowd of people
outside the Palace perimeter,
but we perform primarily for
the Guardsmen on parade in
order to help keep them alert
and their attention on the job
in hand. We hope their toes are
Student Bandmaster Barnwell when a member of the Golden Eight
Kneller Hall Fanfare Team in May 1986

90

INDIVIDUAL ARTICLES

INDIVIDUAL ARTICLES

WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE

twitching away inside their
boots!” He revealed.
Stephen Barnwell brings a
wealth of experience to his
new prestige post. He joined
the Army in 1975 as a trumpet
player having been born in
Nottingham and at one time
playing the trumpet with the
City Wind Band and Orchestra
and the bugle in the local band
of the Boys Brigade winning
the Nottingham Battalion Silver
Bugle competition 3 times in a
row.
After two years initial training
with the Junior Musicians
Troop, Royal Artillery, he took
up the viola as a second study
instrument to the trumpet.
Following a further year at
Kneller Hall on a Pupil
Bandsman course he took up

post with the Royal Artillery
(Woolwich Band). He was later
selected for the 3-year Student
Bandmaster course in 1985.
During that time he became a
member of the prestigious
Golden Eight Fanfare Team and
on graduation was awarded
the Besson Cup for the highest
marks in the Ministry of
Defence examinations for
Bandmasters.
His first Bandmaster
appointment was with the
band of The Queen’s
Lancashire Regiment, he then
successively became
Bandmaster of the Royal
Electrical and Mechanical
Engineers Band and
Bandmaster of the Band of the

Irish Guards.
He was commissioned into the
Corps of Army Music in 1996
and was posted to Kneller Hall
for two years. After working in
HQ Directorate Corps of Army
Music he moved to the Royal
Military School of Music as
Deputy Chief Instructor.
Stephen Barnwell was
appointed in 1998 as Director
of Music of the Band of the
Prince of Wales Division (Clive)
and in 2003 was deployed on
Op Telic 1 (Iraq) and in the
same year promoted to the
rank of Major.
He returned to the Band of the
Irish Guards in 2005 as Director
of Music and in 2008 became

Director of Music of the Band of
the Welsh Guards.
Although he has, to his great
credit, and through much
talent and dedication, risen to
the top post in Army music, he
recalls that he was not always
filled with ambition. “When I
was a young Musician I was
quite content to just be part of
a military band, but it was my
Director of Music, Lt Col Stan
Patch, who first recognised
that I perhaps had more to give
and later my wife Annette, a
Nottingham girl, who
convinced me that I had the
ability to go much further in
military music. She was, and is,
my great motivator!”

“There may be a large crowd of people outside the Palace perimeter,
but we perform primarily for the Guardsmen on parade”

Major Ed Launders, Lt Col A Speed MBE, Lt Col C Antelme DSO, Major Tom Eastman, Capt Griff Freeman, Capt Andrew Noyens,
Major Henry Llewelly-Usher, Mr Nathan Marsh, Capt James Larner.

WELSH GUARDSMEN SHOOT AT GLANUSK
On the 5th November 2011 Major Henry Llewelly-Usher organised for the first time since the outbreak of war in 1939 a shoot that allowed
9 Welsh Guardsmen to shoot together at Glanusk, with Col The Lord Glunsk DSO WG and his brother Officers. Wonderful that the tradition may
have started again. Ammunition re-supplies were necessary throughout the day fortunately many high Welsh Pheasants remain in place!
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REGIMENTAL CENTENARY BOOK

CARE AND VALOUR
The Welsh Guards:
The First Hundred Years 1915-2015
Trevor Royle
osh, is that time already? Just over twenty years ago
I found myself spending a number of happy weeks
with 1st Welsh Guards in Pirbright, London and Belize to
research a book about soldiering in a foot guards
regiment in the modern army.

G

The result was Anatomy of
Regiment: Ceremony and
Soldiering in the Welsh Guards
which was published to coincide
with the 75th anniversary of the
regiment and I’m happy to say
that the experience brought me
many new friends who have
remained just that. Well, put it
this way, at least no one came
looking for me with an SA 80 in
their hands and revenge in their
hearts!
Now, almost a quarter of a
century I’m back with the
regiment, this time engaged on
the much weightier matter of
writing the centenary history in
time for the great event in 2015.
Unlike my previous effort which
was very much my take on the
regiment, its past, present and
future, this will be an official
history about the regiment and
very much for the regiment. In
other words it will be a story
which has been created by
hundreds of thousands of Welsh
Guardsmen over a pretty
tumultuous period from the
regiment’s baptism of fire at the
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Battle of Loos in 1915 to the
equally tense and dangerous
ambience of Helmand province
a hundred years later.
In between there were other
battles and other conflicts
where Welsh Guardsmen made
their presence felt in the great
march of military history.
Memorable characters emerged
to place their stamp on the
regiment, doughty deeds were
done and medals were earned
in the heat of battle but
something else also emerged,
an essence that was both
fighting spirit and deeply
companionable. It allowed the
Welsh Guards to evolve as a
unique establishment, a
fighting regiment that was
home to the many generations
who passed through its ranks
and who subscribe to the
notion, “once a Welsh
Guardsman, always a Welsh
Guardsman.”
Not having had the privilege of
serving in the Welsh Guards I
want to capture that spirit and

then to make sure that it is present
in every page that will make up
this centenary history. As I know
that I am amongst friends I hope
to hear from anyone who feels
that they can contribute to this
venerable story or has an
exceptional photograph which
needs to be seen by a wider
audience. Perhaps it’s taking part
in a memorable “troop”, winning
at rugby on some far-flung
muddy field, contributing to the
regiment’s musical traditions,
taking part in adventurous
training in an exciting part of the
world or simply having fun with
your mates at home or abroad.
I can’t promise that every
anecdote will be incorporated or

that every name will be named
but as this is a history for the
regiment I want to make sure that
nothing of interest and value is
omitted.
Please send any contributions to:
RHQ Welsh Guards
(Centenary Book)
Wellington Barracks
Birdcage Walk
Wellington Barracks
London
SW1E 6HQ
As well as;
Anecdotes, stories, reflections etc
can be emailed to Regimental
Headquarters at
wgcentenarybook@btconnect.com

SPECIAL OFFER
A special offer to acquire copies of our
exciting publication “Care & Valour”, at a prepublication discounted subscriber price will
be available in the next copy of the
Regimental Magazine; copies of the book
will be sent to subscribers in late autumn
2014 and will make for an excellent
Christmas present.
All the profits from “Care & Valour”
will be donated to the Welsh Guards
Afghanistan Appeal.
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Mr Phil Bennett OBE presents L/Sgt Matt Dwyer with a sports bag. Matt is
the Battalion hooker and was recently chosen to represent the ‘Barbarians.

WELSH GUARDS RUGBY
REUNION DINNER
Chris Beynon
Hon.Sec. WG Rugby
riday 18th November 2011 at the 4 star Stradley Park
Hotel, Llanelli, saw the Welsh Guards Rugby Reunion
hold it’s 5th Biennial dinner.
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As one would expect, we feted
and celebrated our victorious
rugby squad who after a void of
29 years brought back to the
Sergeants Mess, the Army Rugby
Challenge Cup. Major Alun
Bowen, that Master Tactician,
had ensured that ‘Old Big Ears’
had been buffed, polished and
planished ready to take pride of
place near the top table.
Our two Barbarians, Mr Mel
Lewis and Lance-Sergeant Matt
Dwyer were presented with
sports bags containing lots of
‘goodies’, not least, one bottle
of the Scottish Secret, Glenmorangie Original whisky.
(Legend has it that this ancient
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dram is only to be partaken of
when one’s first born comes
into the world or – one has
despatched a sworn enemy).
RSM Brian Baldwin, C/Sgt. Carl
Donoghue and Sgt. ‘Jack’
Hawkins each received the
same. Presenting the prizes
were Wales, British and Irish
Lions, Mr Phil Bennett OBE, Mr
Delme Thomas and Mr Terry
Davies.
Caracalla-Bath luxury leather
driving bags were presented to
Major Alun Bowen and in his
absence, RQMS Andy Campbell.
Our oldest player on parade
was Mr Bernard Edwards.

Mr Terry Davies, Scarlets, Wales and British Lion presents Major Alun Bowen
(Rugby Officer and Quartermaster of 1st Bn Welsh Guards). Alun is the
architect responsible for the Regiment winning this years Army Cup Final,
defeating 2nd Royal Welsh 28 – 9.

Eighty-five years young, this
immaculate Guardsman
received a luxury bag, a
Barbour quilted coat and his
bottle of Glenmorangie,
presented to him by General,
the Lord Guthrie. Bernard had
played rugby for the Battalion
while serving in Palestine in
1947 and this was his first
dinner and he cannot wait for
2013 and his next ‘goodie bag’.
While it is essential to make a
fuss of our boys Cup success,
the evening was, first and
foremost, a fundraiser for
Afghanistan Appeal. And what
a success it proved to be. Both
RHQ and Battalion Senior
Officers came and sat with the
Officers of yesteryear, while
Civilian ‘friends of Regiment’
joined us for the first time. That
we broke with protocol to be
fortuitous for it was they in the
main who made the most
outrageous bids in our auction.
Phil Bennett proved yet again

what a friend of the Regiment
he is. In his capacity as trustee
of the Ray Gravell Trust Fund,
he presented Brigadier Peter
(PRG) Williams with a cheque
for £7,000.00. Mr Paul Skipton,
C.O.O. of Glenmorangie was
heard to exclaim ‘Hoots Mon’.
He was visibly moved. What
proved to be a most popular
decision was our invitation as
guest of honour to Major John
Thorneloe, father of Colonel
Rupert. When he was
introduced, the room rose as a
main and applauded him
coming to join us. At 88 years
of age, we could and would
have forgiven him if he had
demurred. Both he and
Vanessa seemed to enjoy the
warmth they both received. A
delightful couple, indeed!
General, the Lord Guthrie was
on top form recalling events
from ‘on tour’, fifty years ago.
This year it was Black Griff (72)
and John Green who were
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Our ‘Oldest Player on Parade’ Mr Bernard Edwards 85 years young
receives his goody bag from General The Lord Guthrie

lambasted!” They took it sitting
down with stupid grins on
their faces – delighted that it
was ‘the Boss’ who singled
them out.
Surprise of the night was Adrian
Hinder and Billy Malcolm being
presented with their Medals of
Honour by Brigadier Peter. Both
rugby men, they had
independently raised
£16,000.00 and £10,000.00 in
one day! Adrian by arranging a
mountain climb and Billy, a golf
tournament at Billy’s Craigiau
Club. They too both received
rapturous applause and a
standing ovation.
Rick O’Shea had the room in
stitches and of the 300 guests
present, all had aching cheek
muscles after his hour of
“Anglo-Saxon adjectives andthe-usage of’ master class! Like
McArthur, he will return. Padre
Mike Walters sat grinning for the
whole hour like a Pennard Cat.
The auction hosted by Rick
raised in excess of £10,000.00
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and the raffle £3,000.00. This
enabled Welsh Guards Rugby
Reunion Committee to make a
final cheque for the value of
£65,000.00. Not a bad first
effort for 7 old rugger ‘bums’.
I have known ‘PRG’ for fifty
years and never have I seen his
eyes moist, his handshake or
his voice quiver – but it did that
night. In his programme
message he had asked, “Can
you carry the ball over the line
and touch down for the final
£100,000.00?
“Yes Sir! I am pleased to say we
can.” We broke the £1 million
objective. It was our good
fortune and down to the
timing of the event, for there
are Welsh Guardsmen the
world over who made it
possible and we, the rugby
committee salute and applaud
their team effort and the

Adrian ‘Swill’ Hinder being presented with the Medal of Honour
by Brigadier PRG Williams. Adrian raised over £16,000 in one day.

empathy and support of our
civilian friends. Without them
we would have floundered.
Now that the Appeal is to
continue for at least another
year, might it not be a good
idea to create a Vice Presidents
club for Welsh Guards Rugby?
VP ties, scarves, lapel pins, etc.
£50 a year seeking to create a
database of 1,000. It’s a start!
I think I’ll put the ideas to the
Committee. Tomorrow.
There is of course still the Arm
and a Leg Club. Anyone who
donates £100.00 to The Welsh
Guards Rugby/Afghanistan
Appeal receives a lapel pin and
a certificate of appreciation,
signed by Colonel Tom Bonas.
The Medal of Honour – for
honouring our soldiers, is a
sterling silver miniature with
an embossed Leek carrying the

Brigade ribbon. To the rear
reads ‘Welsh Guards
Afghanistan Appeal’ with the
recipient’s name and limited
edition number. To date there
are 40 recipients with just sixty
left. It is awarded by the rugby
committee to anyone who
donates or collects £1,000.00
or more. Anyone requiring
details of either may contact
me – Chris Beynon, ‘Mayfield
Lodge’, Clochyrie, Llanelli,
Carms, S.Wales SA14 8EZ,
Telephone: 01554 752801,
Email: Beynonmags@aol.com
To ensure the success of our
next dinner programme, any
photographs of rugby or
information on all things rugby
will be appreciated. I will copy
and return them by post.
Many thanks to all who
supported us.

“Rick O’Shea had the room in stitches and of the 300 guests
present, all had aching cheek muscles after his hour of “AngloSaxon adjectives and-the-usage of”
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FORGOTTEN HEROES REACH REGISTRATION TARGET
Leeds-based military charity ‘The Forgotten Heroes’ are celebrating after reaching their target to become to
first nationally-recognised charity dedicated to supported the carers of wounded and injured military veterans.
Adam Douglas, Founder and Chairman of the Forgotten Heroes, who is himself a disabled veteran, said:

“This is a landmark day for us. It’s been 18 months in the making as we have strived to reach the required level
of annual income and quite rightly strict levels of administrative compliance needed to be recognised by the
Charities Commission, but now we have that registration, it will open the doors for us to do so much more.”
Staffed entirely by volunteers, the majority of whom are former servicemen and women and the carers of
disabled veterans; the charity provides help and support to carers whose lives have been changed
dramatically by disablement of their loved ones during military service.
Charley Downey, Press and PR officer for the charity who is also a war pensioner, said:

“This is definitely the beginning of the story, not the end. We’ve got big plans to provide a comprehensive
range of services through work with our other charity partners, as well as increase our capacity and
capabilities with a full programme of fundraising events over the next 12 months. Our next initiatives include a
‘100 marathon challenge’ from our trustee Simon Buckden, and a range of merchandise which will be
available at a range of outlets across Yorkshire and the UK, as well as in our own online store.”

To find out more about The Forgotten Heroes, to access support, offer assistance, or make a
donation; visit their website at www.theforgottenheroes.co.uk, or email
mail@theforgottenheroes.co.uk.
For further information, interview requests or images, please see contact details below:

Charley Downey
Trustee for Press, Publicity and Communications
The Forgotten Heroes
Phoenix House
3 South Parade
Leeds
LS1 5QX

press@theforgottenheroes.co.uk
www.theforgottenheroes.co.uk

(07952) 231105

for those who have given what we can never repay
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The Household Division

Beating
Retreat

On Horse Guards Parade
th
th
13 - 14 June 2012
”London’s best kept secret” Ticketmaster

Tickets: www.ticketmaster.co.uk

Featuring Wynne Evans from Phantom of the Opera 25th Anniversary

Floodlit Military Music Spectacular
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Help
Sufferers With
Post-Traumatic
Symptoms
The Resolution Service is
completely different from,
but complementary to,
Combat Stress: they
provide longer term
support, we focus on brief
therapy, aimed at getting
the sufferer past the
trauma and focused on
rebuilding a normal life.
For more information about the
treatment we use and the way the
organisation worksgo to our website:

www.ptsdresolution.org

Call: 0845 021 7873
or email:
contact@ptsdresolution.org
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THE WELSH GUARDS COLLECTION
Established 1995.
President:
Chairman:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Curator:

E mail:

Brigadier J.F.Rickett. CBE
Colonel T C S Bonas.
Mr J.O.Williams.
RQMS L.Scholes.
Mr S.T.Evans. Cartref ni, 44 Crossfield Avenue,
Over, Winsford, Cheshire. CW7 1EG. Tel 01606 593953
Direct line 07531395310
stanevans67@hotmail.com

ell I think I can honestly say things have been a little
bit hectic since last years magazine editorial. Firstly
and most importantly was the sad passing of Lt Col, Brian
Morgan MBE that left us with a void that I truly think can
never be filled.

W

Officially Brian was our
Treasurer, and had been the
person who encouraged me
back in 1994 to go ahead with
what at the time was just a
“pipe dream” I had and what a
lot of people said would never
succeed. Well to those I say “ if
for no other reason than as a
thank you to Brian we at the
Collection are more determined
than ever that it will.”
Another stalwart and ever
present member of the team
Norman Edwards is now in
care at Vernwy Nursing home
Llansanffraid, Powys and
unfortunately will not be able
to return as an assistant. Brian
John and John Williams visit
Norman as often as is possible
and keep us all informed of
Norman`s progress. If you
would like to pay Norman a
visit he is in room 34 and the
telephone number is 01691
828626.
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Through ill health and ongoing
treatment at Wrexham hospital
Graham Binnie our Building
Services Manager has been
forced to reduce his “front of
desk” duties but still overseers
and organizes the
maintenance and upkeep of
the museum as and when he
can.
Gerald Tilston is now in the
process of selling his house in
Southern Ireland and has
found a new property just six
miles from Park Hall so he has
promised to give the cause a
couple of days a week.
Fortunately we have been able
to engage the services of some
local men to cover duties
during the week. Firstly may I
officially welcome Dan Powell
from Park Hall. Dan was a great
friend of Brian Morgan and
was a career soldier serving
with the 1st Royal Tank
Regiment and becoming their
Regimental Sergeant Major.

2730177 C.E.Birch.

Dan is a national cricket umpire
and officiates around the
country. Secondly another local
man Albert Barkley, served
with the KSLI in the fifties and
was involved in the “Mau Mau”
campaign. Albert still runs his
own painting and decorating
company but helps out with

one day a week and
occasionally at the weekends
From Welshpool we welcome
Brian Jones, a professional
printer with his own company
now being run very
successfully by his sons.
Although Brian didn`t serve in
the forces, his Father was with
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Modern size, Old size

our 2nd Battalion Welsh
Guards during WW 2. An Avid
Swansea City football
supporter I look forward to
many discussions on who is
the best team in Wales as a
Bluebirds supporter it looks like
being a long, long season. No
I`m not bitter, “Gerrrrr!” really
I`m not, It`s just great to have a
Welsh team in the Premier
League.
We are still desperately short
staffed and need more
volunteers to help out, so we
are now organizing a
recruitment campaign with the
local Council and other
organizations in the area.
Please see our recruiting poster
and if you have some spare
time on your hands we could
really do with the help, thank
you.
Even with so few staff John
Williams and Graham Binnie
were still able to support the
local flower festival in the Town
with a display of Welsh Guards

wartime uniforms which went
down very well with the local
townsfolk. Well done lads.
Lost treasures, I thought I
might use the medium of the
magazine to locate and
possibly recover artifacts that
have long been lost. The item
in question this time is the
original Drum Major`s waist
apron Regimental brooch. It
was voided with a brooch pin
going from east to west. I`m
afraid we are`nt sure what the
material was or if it was
enamelled.
If we assume that our first two
Drum Majors, No 912
A.Blundell and 1143 W.Herd.
would never have worn State
Dress, then the photograph
included is that of 4250 later
renumbered 2730177 C.E.Birch
from Windsor who served as
Drummy from September 1918
until July 1922. He is wearing
the large brooch probably cast
originally from the same sized
valese plate device worn on the
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Recruiting poster

back with the Slade Wallace
webbing on the folded
greatcoat. The last photo I
know of showing this large
badge being worn is by that of
2731279 Drum Major E.Burdett.
1932 – 1938. Our longest ever
serving Drum Major 26705922
W.Walker. 1954 – 1965 (11
years), informed me personally
that when he took over from
2733382 F.Tomlin 1947 -1954
he was given the small badge.
That actual badge is now on
display at the Collection thanks
to RHQ. Therefore between
1938 and 1947 (mostly
wartime) the large badge
ceased to exist. Has anyone out
there ever heard anything
about the old badge? It would
be wonderful if we could
recover it.
We have so many atrefacts and
photographs on site that we
found ourselves chocker block
and desperately in need of

some more space. Our Hosts
and Chairman of Park Hall
Countryside experience has
kindly offered us an additional
storage area with about as
much floor space as we now
have at the Museum for further
storage. Normally we use the
closed season months
November, January and March
to freshen up or change the
displays but this year we
intend to use that time to
refurbish the area into a
modern storage facility. This
will take some serious
financing and hundreds of
man hours. So if you have a
free weekend or the odd day
and would like to help, please
get in touch. I`m hoping that by
the next edition I will be able to
tell you that we are fully
manned and have now moved
our reserve collection to its
new home. Fingers crossed?
Until the next time our very
best wishes and hope to see
you again soon. Stan 67.
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WELSH GUARDS ASSOCATION

CARDIFF BRANCH
(Founded 1919)

President:
Vice President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary General:

Telephone:
E-mail:

Colonel T C C Bonas
Brigadier J F C Rickett CBE
R Lewis Esq.
Major K Oultram
B Keane Esq.
Maindy Barracks, Whitchurch Road,
Cardiff CF4 3YE
029 2078 1342
welshguardsassociation@live.co.uk

y report for 2010 was full of optimism and hope for a
resurgence in the Association due to the fact that we
had an extra Branch, encapsulating the World Wide Web.
Sadly, to date, this has not come to fruition. Our Biennial
Dinner had to be cancelled earlier this year, since less than
50 members applied for tickets, and the Darts and
Shooting Competition suffered a similar blow at the
beginning of October when only three Branches showed
an interest in attending.

M

Branch Secretaries work
extremely hard on behalf of
their members to keep the
Association alive, and without
any feedback, this can be
difficult. If we are doing
something wrong then it is up
to you, as a member to let us
know. We think of ourselves as
being a progressive
Association, and look for ideas
to keep us alive. We pride
ourselves on being a family, so
let’s start doing something
positive together instead of just
talking about it.
Many Branches are continuing
to hold Lunches and Dinners
throughout the year, getting
old friends and comrades
together. These functions take
a lot of planning, so please
make every effort to attend any
in your area.
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We are fortunate to be invited
to celebrate St David’s Day with
the Regiment in their new
Headquarters at Hounslow in
2012, before their deployment
to Afghanistan, and I sincerely
hope we can give them a
rousing farewell. Our thoughts
and prayers will be with them
all for a safe return. New wrist
bands are now on sale to help
continue our support to our
Welsh Guardsmen whilst in
Afghanistan, which are
available from RHQ London.
I wish you and your families’
good health in the coming year
and sincerely hope we will
meet at Association events in
2012

Brian Keane
Secretary General

President:
Chairman:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Telephone:
E-mail

Colonel C J Dawnay
David W Parry (22831847)
Martyn Williams (246853160
Bill Morris (22217619)
39 Gareth Close
Thornhill
Cardiff CF14 9AF
029 20611241
m.morris272@btinternet.com

e started the year with our Ladies Night/Christmas
Draw, which due to the snow was put off to 7th
January, more than ninety attended and enjoyed a
traditional Christmas Menu followed by dancing, with the
draw taking place during the interval. I would like to
thank most sincerely the members who donated prizes
for the Christmas Draw.

W

On the 1st March a coach left
Cardiff, bound for Aldershot, to
join the Battalion in their
celebration of St David’s Day.
I was unable to join them on
this occasion due to post
operation recovery; however I
have been informed that all
who attended enjoyed the day.
Saturday, 16th July, members,
wives and friends made a visit
to the National Memorial
Arboretum, Staffordshire.
On our arrival as some form of
“welcome” it started to rain,
rain and more rain;
nevertheless we paid a visit to
the Household Division
Memorial where our Chairman
laid a wreath on behalf of the
Branch.
The rain was such that we
curtailed our visit and left the
Arboretum some two hours
earlier than intended, however,
despite the weather we all
enjoyed the visit.

Friday, 7th October, we held our
92nd Annual Dinner at St Peter’s
Function Room, Cardiff. The
meal was up to its usual
standard of excellence. Colonel
Dawnay welcomed our guests,
Colonel T C S Bonas, the
Association President and Mr A
Lewis and Mr. J Wall from the
United Services Mess.
The under mentioned members
have not enjoyed the best of
health throughout the past year
but I am pleased to report they
are now making good progress,
and we wish them well.
Mr D Wilkes (22491959)
Mr J. McCarthy (22831922)
Mr W O’Sullivan (22217506)
Mr B Davies (22729479)
Mr E White (22217911)
Mr P Rennie (23523014)
Mr C Powell (22575225)
Mr I B Hicks (2740150)
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The Branch attended St David’s
Day on March 1st at Aldershot.
The welsh cakes and hot
drinks before the Parade was
most appreciated and warmed
everyone up on a freezing day,
although the seating
arrangements for lunch was
quite chaotic since nobody
thought about bringing the
chairs from the Parade Ground
after the Parade to the
marquees. Nevertheless, being
stalwart Welsh Guardsmen, we
made the best of a bad job and
enjoyed the rest of the day,
with lots of old friends who
were there in force.
On March 11th the Branch
arranged a lunch at the
Institute Club, which once
again proved to be a very
successful event.

Martin Williams, Col Bonas and Len Davies at
The Annual Dinner with Col Dawnay

This year, for the first time in my
memory, due to unforeseen
circumstances, we were unable
to take part in this year’s Dart
and Shoot Competition. We shall
try and rectify this for next year.
Finally, this will be my last report
for the Magazine as I intend at
our Annual General Meeting

2012 to stand down as Branch
Secretary. I would like to thank
all of the Cardiff Members for
their support throughout these
years (24) and also the team at
Maindy Barracks, Major
Oultram, Brian Keane and
Kirstie McBurnie for their help.

EAST GLAMORGAN BRANCH

On 8th June we had a small
turnout at the Falklands
Memorial in Pontypridd. We
were pleased to see Tim
Wakefield, who has always
been in the forefront for this
occasion. This was followed by
breakfast at the Llanover Hotel,
which went down a treat
Later in June we arranged our
usual coach to attend Imber
Court. This is always a popular
venue and we never have a
problem in filling the bus. Yet
again, a highly successful day,
and our thanks go to Jeff

Heenan and the committee. On
the return journey we decided
to stop at Newbury – which is
something we will NEVER be
doing again (long story!)
Members of the Branch were
looking forward to the Darts
and Shooting Competition at
Nesscliffe Barracks in
September, but unfortunately
this had to be cancelled due to
a shortage of teams taking
part. This was a real shame
since the work put in by Brian
Keane was tremendous. This
coupled with the cancellation
of the Biennial Dinner is a real
blow to the Association, since
these sort of events, as well as
St David’s Day, is a chance for
us all to meet socially, and
should be supported.
On a sadder note, we received
some bad news with the
sudden death of one of our
stalwarts, Tony Granelli after a
short illness. Tony was 73 year
old. We also lost Wyndham
Hewlett, aged 66. Our sincere
condolences go out to their
families.
We continue to meet at the
Institute Club, Geliwasted
Road, Pontypridd on the 2nd
Wednesday of the month and
everyone is welcome.

(Formed 1920)
President:
Chairman:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Lt. Col. D C Macdonald-Milner
Howard Main (23577106)
W John Hooper
Ken Haines (23523287)
Trevone, Duffryn Road
Rhydfelin
Pontypridd CF39 5RU
Tel: 01443 492316

he year started very quietly for the Branch, but an
invite to a buffet and drinks at the home of a local
veteran, Noel Ball in Ynysybwl was a real pleasure for
those who attended. He and his daughter, who acted as
waitress/hostess did us proud, and a big thank you goes
to them both.

T

East Glamorgan Branch at The Falklands Memorial in Pontypridd Park
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Llanelli President’s Garden Party

LLANELLI BRANCH

transport arrangements.

(Formed 1974)

Like every Branch, our
numbers are down and we ask
everyone out there to spread
the word that they are
welcome on the last Tuesday of
every month at the Royal Naval
Club Swansea Road Llanelli 7:15
for 7:30pm. It is an ideal place
to sit and have a chat and a
beer with fellow Welsh
Guardsmen. (no Dress code casual if you like)

President:
Chairman:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Telephone:
E-mail:

Mr John Harding
Major E Pridham MBE
Vernon Jones (22217890)
Alan Cunningham (24125105)
197 Cockett Road
Cockett
Swansea SA2 0FH
01792 554151 (Home) (Work: 07976971336)
alan.Cunningham1@ntlworld.com

We as a Branch have
resurrected the Sunday
Lunches which seem very
popular. Also we have booked
our Christmas Lunch at the
Diplomat Hotel for Sunday 4th
December 2011.
If you want to join us contact
me or any committee member.
Our best wishes for a speedy
recovery go out to all Members
and their nearest and dearest
who have been unwell.

verything is quiet in this neck of the woods, and
not unlike other Branches we have had a few sad
partings throughout the year.

E

We lost Harry Herman, then
our Chairman Alan Davies: we
as a Branch and Association
send our sincere condolences
to their families. We also lost a
fellow Guardsman from the
Llanelli area whom a lot of
people would remember,
namely Dai Gravell, although
sadly he was not a member of
the Branch. We Will Remember
Them.

Perhaps the highlight for the
year was the Branch Lunch
hosted by our President and
his good lady Georgina, along
with their family, at his
beautiful home in Gower. The
sun shone on what must have
been one of the hottest days
we have had this year. A good
time was had by all (a selection
of Photos included). We are
grateful to Roy Copson for the
Llanelli President’s Garden Party
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Our meetings for 2012
Friday 3rd February

Meet at 4pm Garrison Sgt's Mess
then (7pm Annual General
Meeting London Branch)

Thursday 1st March

St. David's Day
(Contact RHQ for details.)

Friday 4th May

First Friday Meeting
Garrison Sgt's Mess

Friday 15th June

12 noon AGM Association/Troop
meeting (London Branch First
Friday Meeting 4pm onwards

Saturday 16 June

Trooping of The Colour.

Sunday 24th June

Imber Court Meeting
(Note change of day to Sunday
Details from RHQ)

Friday 7th September

First Friday meeting

Friday 5th October

First Friday Meeting

Sunday 11th November

Remembrance Sunday
(Details from RHQ)

Saturday 1st December

Lunchtime Christmas Party

*Please note that our meetings now start at 4pm

MESSAGE FROM CHAIRMAN RICHARD DOUGHTY BEM

ach year (well since 1988, not the formation of the
Branch!) Our secretary Jeff Heenan has been Secretary
at the sharp end! Arranging meetings, outings, keeping in
touch with all of our members. I, on behalf of myself,
Doug Wilcox the remainder of the committee and most
important, the members wish to thank, Jeff and his wife
Pat for all the hard work in their efforts in keeping in
touch with you all, especially in this, the 85th year since
the formation of the Branch, Thank you.

E

LONDON BRANCH
(Formed 1926)
President:
Chairman:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Telephone:
E-mail:

Lieutenant Colonel C F B Stephens
A H Doughty BEM (2741552)
Douglas Wilcox (2739697)
Jeff Heenan (23523251)
27 Mount Gardens
Harrogate
N Yorkshire HG2 8BS
01423 879326
jeffheenan-wgalb@hotmail.co.uk

London Branch celebrates 85 years since its formation

BRANCH REPORTS

At the time of writing (October)
we are planning our
Celebration Lunch for our 85th
year since the formation of
London Branch. An extra
special lunch is planned. We
have invited Lord and Lady
Guthrie to be our special
guests, along with Garrison
Sergeant Major Billy Mott, and
all of our Associate Members.
During the afternoon we will
have entertainment from Paul
Weaver ( Impressionist Paul
was formerly a Colour Sergeant

in the Welsh Guards Band)
coupled with entertainment
from our Resident ‘Two Band’
Roy and Liz. A most enjoyable
afternoon is expected.
Our meetings continue to be
held at London District WO’s &
Sgt’s Mess Wellington Barracks,
by kind permission of the
Garrison Sergeant Major W D G
Mott, OBE. Welsh Guards
Again our thanks to all our
Committee Members, and of
course our Chairman and

105

BRANCH REPORTS

WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE

Treasurer Richard Doughty and
Doug Wilcox, for all their hard
work.
A Commemoration service was
again held at Imber Court
Metropolitan Sports Club in
June 2011, our thanks go to
RQMS Andy Campbell and
RQMS Lee Scholes, who
organised the event: members
of East Glamorgan Branch also
attended. It was a beautiful
sunny day, with a grand
attendance of just under 80. It
has been suggested that the
day be changed to a Sunday, so
that it will not clash with the
Army Day in Wales. Contact
RHQ for details.
The Regiment's
Remembrance Day Parade
in November 2011.
I have arranged again for more
Army Cadets on parade with
the Regiment, namely 16
Members of the Welsh Guards
Company, Dyfed and
Glamorgan Army Cadet Force,
led by Lieutenant Dan Priddy
ACF.
We also will have the pleasure
of 6 Army Cadets from Schools,
led by John Lewes, nephew of
Jock Lewes, Co-Founder of the
SAS. John accompanied 2
Cadets last year, who were
introduced to our Colonel
Prince Charles.
Incidentally a full account of
Jock Lewes' significant
contribution to – and launch of
the SAS will one day be the
subject of a film and it is hoped
that it will be sooner than later.
Following the Remembrance
Sunday Parade in 2010, we
again paraded at HM Tower of
London, thanks to Yeoman
Warder (Ex RQMS) Idwal Bellis,
and watched with great
interest the Ceremony of the
Keys. Another fantastic
evening!
During the year the Branch has
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been able to sponsor various
charities during 2011. Thank
you on their behalf for your
support and kindness.
Donations and subscriptions
always welcome!
We continue to encourage
more retired Welsh Guards to
support the Association,
whether at our meetings in
London or the various events
that take place around the
country. We do need younger
members in London Branch,
but appreciate the difficulties
and the costs of attending the
meetings. The Association in
general is looking at ways to
encourage people to attend
meetings throughout the
country.
There will be no more
Newsletters after the January
one, all events will be in the
Regimental Magazine, which
will be Free from Regimental
Headquarters, on receipt of a
large size, stamped, self
addressed envelope.
For any further details contact
Regimental Headquarters.
Ron Perrin (2741152) still holds
the fort at Eastbourne, he is
Secretary of The Guardsmen's
Club there. Ron can be
contacted on 01323 840754 for
details of meetings of the club
in Eastbourne. Many thanks to
Ron for his hard work.
We had another very beautiful
race day at Ludlow in 2011, we
recommend it to all members.
Our thanks go to Captain David
Davies for all the hard work in
organising what is now an
established excellent event.
Our yearly thanks to Brian
Keane and Major Keith Oultram
at Maindy Barracks and RQMS
Lee Scholes, L/Sgt Shane
Brandon and Yvonne Mitchell
at RHQ for all the help and
assistance during the year.

MERTHYR TYDFIL BRANCH
(Formed 1953)
President:
Chairman:
Treasurer/
Secretary:

Telephone:
E-mail:

Captain Harry Legge-Bourke
Grant Harper (2734772)
Errold Jones (24581438)
18 Marshall Crescent
Penydarren
Merthyr Tydfil CF47 9JA
07903417048
errold438@yahoo.co.uk

ell this year has been a quiet one for the Branch. The
Branch almost as a whole were looking forward to
the Wrexham Biennial Dinner, as it coincided with our
Chairman’s, Mr Grant Harper’s 90th Birthday. We thought
we would have to go up en masse just to keep him in
check! We were extremely disappointed when the news
reached us that it was to be cancelled due to a poor
response from Association members.

W

The Branch turned out in
strength when The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers marched
through the town in April. We
gave our support to them since
many of their Association
members were there on that
wonderful day last year when
The Welsh Guards marched
through our town. A good day
was had by all.
Veterans Day in the town was
again well attended by both
the Branch and members of
the public. There was a good
service at St David’s Church
followed by a ‘get together’ at

The Mayor’s Parlour, where
many Associations as well as
the town’s Cadet Force
reformed for a good old
chinwag.
A few of members of the
Branch attended the Gurka
Dumbar in Brecon in
September. It was a good day
out and the weather obliged by
staying dry. There was
something for everyone, and it
was good to catch up with
other Branches in the
Association. Our Branch
members had a great time,
and managed to acquire some
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seats right in the corner of the
Curry tent (enough said!).
Again the Branch was
disappointed by the
cancellation of the Darts and
Shoot competition, as we
always enjoy the get together
and do our best to field a team.
Hopefully other Branches will
manage to organize
themselves for next year.
Our Social Evenings at the
Railway Club are no more since
due to our lack of Scuba Diving
experience we thought it better
to call it a day.(you will
understand what I mean if you
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visited on a wet night!). Maybe
some time in the future we will
be lucky enough to find
another venue.
We have lost a few stalwarts
this year and our thoughts and
sincere condolences go out to
their families. We also send our
best wishes to those not in the
best of health.
Our Meetings continue to be
held on the first Monday of the
month at The Ex Serviceman’s
Club, Lower High Street,
Merthyr Tydfil, commencing at
20.00 hrs. New and old
members are more than
welcome.

Keith Bartlett , Colonel SCC Gaussen and Jonathan Bayliss,

Cirencester, which was very
well attended, the church
being full to capacity. It was a
very moving service, and a
great tribute to him.
Thanks once again to Brian
Keane and all the team at

MIDLANDS BRANCH

Cardiff for the work they do.
Thanks also from the Chairman
and Secretary of the Branch, to
all our members for their
continued support, without
which would be extremely
difficult to continue.

(Formed 1953)
President:
Chairman:
Treasurer/
Secretary:

Telephone:
E-mail:

R C Jaynes (2739272)

MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH
(Formed 1920)

Jonathan Bayliss (23523208)
2 Weston Court
Long Compton
Shipston on Stour
Warwickshire CV36 5JX
01608 684834
baylissjonathan@hotmail.com

gain, it has been another quiet year for the Midlands
Branch, so as a new boy, I have the same problems as
my predecessor, writing the annual report is difficult.

A

A few members turned out for
St David’s Day at Aldershot. The
service at the church, and the
Parade that followed was
excellent, and it was good
meeting up with old friends,
and to spend some time with
the Battalion.

Bartlett resigned as Secretary
of the Midlands Branch.
Colonel Gaussen, our Branch
President, made a
presentation to Keith on behalf
of our members, in recognition
of his long and stalwart service
to the Branch.

We held our Annual Luncheon
on the 17th April, at the White
House Hotel in Worcester. It
was quite well attended, with
some members supporting us
from other Branches, and also
some Grenadiers. We were
again extremely well looked
after by the staff of the hotel. It
was at this lunch that Keith

Sadly, two weeks after this
celebration, we heard the
terrible news that Colonel
Gaussen had suddenly passed
away. He is sorely missed by
everyone who knew him,
especially those who had
served with him. Several
Branch members attended his
Memorial Service in

President:
Chairman:
Treasurer/
Secretary:
Telephone:
E mail:

Captain D M Davies
Alan Mountjoy (239297747)
Steve Liversage BEM (24141822)
Shaw Close, Ebbw Vale , NP23 6QQ
01495 302567
Vicar54@live.co.uk

ne definition of a reunion is “a social gathering,
especially of people formerly associated.” That
describes the annual Branch Reunion, many present
had served together, others had not but shared the
comradeship of the Association or have been linked
with the Branch for many years.

O

Celebrating at the Monmouthshire Branch Reunion Dinner. Left to right,
Bryn Pennock, Roy Lewis, Major Alan Bowen and Captain David Davies.
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every month and although we
live in a wide, scattered
catchment area the attendance
at meetings should still be
greater. Business is quickly
dealt with and a mini-reunion
takes place. We meet at The
Angel in Abergavenny every
month except May and
October when we go to the
Capel Hotel in Bargoed and
February when the AGM is
held at Abergavenny Town Hall

MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH SPORTS TROPHY
Sergeant Gavin Evans receiving The Monmouthshire Branch Trrophy from the Branch
Chairman Alan Mountjoy. Sergeant Evans, who is from Mardy in the Rhondda, won the
award for achievements in association Football.

The common bond was being
a Guardsman, whether trained
in the Guards Depot at
Caterham, Pirbright or in more
recent Army Training bases in
Catterick. The Branch also has
many friends who served in
other Regiments and the 2011
Reunion welcomed two
members of Mandalay
Company of the Brigade of
Gurkhas stationed at Brecon.
Our links with the Ancient
Borough of Abergavenny are
stronger than ever and was
epitomised by the presence of
the Mayor, Councillor Jane
Foulser and her husband. We
are very fortunate to hold our
Annual General Meeting at the
Town Hall, a short walk from
our HQ, The Angel Hotel which
once again produced a first
class dinner in splendid
surroundings. The presence of
serving Welsh Guardsmen was
welcomed by everyone, Major
Alan Bowen responded to the
toast to The Regiment, and also
there were Captain Spencer
Smith, RQMS Lee Scholes,
Sergeant Shane Brandon and
Sergeant Gavin Evans the
Welsh Guards Sportsman of
the Year who received the
Monmouthshire Branch Trophy
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for his services to Association
Football.
Other Branches were
represented including Merthyr
Tydfil, Swansea and the
Midlands and we appreciate
the annual visit by retired
notables of the Regiment,
Major Adrian Davies, Kevin
Sincock and 54 John Williams.
Age, rank and periods of
service merge at Reunions and
from the young to Second
World War Guardsmen, Len
Brooks, Eric Jones, Ray
Cumbley, Grant Harper and
Gilbert Priddy, it was a very
happy party. Our President’s
brief speech was well received
and we thank him and the
Branch officers for the work
they do for us. Many stayed at
the hotel and partook of a full
breakfast the morning after
before driving off to far away
places. Some booked their
rooms for the 2012 Reunion !
The Association is busier than
ever and we are fortunate it is
administered by another guest
Secretary-General Brian Keane.
His work never ceases, it is a
voluntary, part-time yet fulltime job that everyone
appreciates. The Branch meets
every second Thursday of

Our Sunday lunches are also
reunions and the first big
occasion in 2012 will be in the
Maes Manor Hotel in
Blackwood on May 13th, an
excellent venue and one
enjoyed by members and their
families. The pre-Christmas
lunch at Ebbw Vale Rugby
Football Club is another
popular and well supported
event
From 1960 to 1974 the Branch
issued monthly newsletters
which kept members in touch,
especially those living outside
the Branch area. From 1974 the
Regiment issued their own

with Branches producing
theirs that were distributed
with the Welsh Guards
Newsletter. The cost of sending
out thousands every six
months has become
prohibitive and cannot be
continued. The Regimental
Magazine remains the main
news source and includes
details of Branch events. The
Monmouthshire Branch covers
an enormous area and not
every member can take part in
our activities, but regardless of
newsletters it is not difficult for
members to find out what we
have planned by contacting
the Secretary.
We have fixed dates for our
meetings, the Annual Reunion
Dinner is on the last Saturday in
October and two Sunday
lunches take place in May and
December respectively.
Communicating with the
Branch is easy and for details
of the main events mentioned
or other activities simply
contact the Secretary, Steve
Liversage, by telephone, e-mail
or letter.

MONTGOMERY/SHROPSHIRE BRANCH
(Formed 1950)
President:
Chairman:
Treasurer/
Secretary:

Mr R G P Plowden
J O Williams (23860183)
Captain R J D Parry
10 Grangefields
Shrewsbury
Shropshire SY3 9DE

s another year rapidly passes by we look back over a
successful year for the Branch. We held our usual
lunch prior to St David’s Day, with the main lunch for the
Branch planned for June.

A

We started with a well
attended lunch for Christmas at
the Wynstay Hotel in Oswestry,
followed by the St David’s Day
lunch at our regular venue just
outside Welshpool.

In June we had our Annual
lunch at the Wroxeter Hotel just
outside Shrewsbury, and we
were delighted to have as our
guest General Reddy Watt who
told us all about his service in
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Mr Jim Haycock, Stewart Evans, John Hughes

the Welsh Guards and
afterwards, also about his new
position as the Head of the
Royal Hospital in Chelsea.
We were also extremely
fortunate to be represented at
the Freedom of Presteigne with
members of our Branch
attending the parade and the
party afterwards. They were all
very well looked after and
enjoyed their day.
In the Association Golf, the
Shropshire match took place at
The Mile End Golf Club in
Oswestry this year, and was
won by a Branch member,
Stewart Evans; congratulations
go to him from all members of
the Branch.
It was very sad to have two
Association functions cancelled

owing to lack of attendance;
these events have played such
an important part in the life of
the Association for many years
and for them not to be included
in the 2011 calendar is a poor
state of affairs.
Sadly, this is the same for many
other events, within the Branch
over the past decade we have
lost so many outstanding
members which are not getting
replaced by the younger ones
we are therefore seeing our
numbers gradually being
reduced.
I plead with Regimental
Headquarters, the Battalion and
Members out there to help and
assist in advertising any way
they can to get more at local and
Association events; we all have a
part to play here before it is too
late and we see the demise of
our Branches as we know them.
That brings to a conclusion the
notes for this year, all that is left
now is to wish all Welsh
Guardsmen past and present a
very happy Christmas and a
healthy and prosperous New
Year.
Please note that our Annual
Lunch in 2012 will be on Sunday
1st July at the Wroxeter Hotel,
Shrewsbury.

Andrew Suter (24704978)

NORTH AMERICA BRANCH
(Formed 1986)
Treasurer/
Secretary:

Telephone:
Mobile:
E-mail:

Andrew Suter (24704978)
8314 Tintinhull Lane
Waxhaw
N. Carolina
USA 28173
(from UK) 001 704 8140676
001 968 0814
asuter001@carolina.rr.com

hen I visited the UK this year I was invited by Mark
Careless to attend a reunion of the Mortar Platoon
on September 30th 2011, also the Cardiff Branch Annual
Welsh Guards Association Dinner on the 7th October 2011.
While I was there I was speaking with Colonel Tom Bonas,
and was saddened to hear of Dai Tilley’s passing.

W

The Colonel asked me would I
be interested in taking Dai’s
place, acting as
Treasurer/Secretary of the
North America Branch, which I
agreed to, and spoke with
Brian Keane, Secretary General
of the Association to confirm
my position. Although it will be
challenging to have yearly
meetings or monthly calls, due
to the vast expanse and time
zones, I am up for the
challenge to represent the
Welsh Guards here in the USA.
I was born in Margam, Port
Talbot, South Wales, served in
the Welsh Guards 1984-1988,

and now reside in Charlotte,
North Carolina
I emigrated to the USA 11 years
ago after being employed with
the Civil Service when I left the
Army. I am married to Beth, my
wife since 2002; worked as a
project engineer/consultant,
and work closely with disaster
relief efforts across the USA.
When I am not working I enjoy
the hills hiking and camping.
If anyone knows of Ex Welsh
Guards here in the USA please
let me know.
I look forward to hearing from
you.

Winner of the Stanier Trophy 2011,
Mr Stewart Evans
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NORTH OF ENGLAND BRANCH
(Formed 1946)
President:
Chairman:
Treasurer/
Secretary:

Telephone:
E-mail:

Major K Oultram
Trevor Davies (22831186)
Keith Bonehill (22831043)
5 Halls Place,
London Rd,
Northwich,
Cheshire,
CW9 8BA
01606 41317
Bonehillkh@aol.com

he year 2010 ended with the Branch Christmas
Luncheon at the Holiday Inn Northrop. 76 persons
attended despite the bitter weather and a pleasant
afternoon was had by all. (23866392) Bill Thomas was
compare and entertainer, he was very witty but
somewhat worn out by the end. Thank you Bill.

T

The Scots Guard Association
Pipe Band gave an excellent
rendering of their repertoire.
The Band was formed by
(2628107) John Bowen, a Welsh
Guardsman. He had learned to
play as a boy and having met a
Scots Guardsman, who was
also a piper, managed to
organise a Pipe Band in
Manchester and Stockport. The
Band attended major functions
all over the country; John
Bowen is a member of this
Branch.
A hot pot lunch was held in
March to commemorate St
David’s Day - excellent hot pot.
The Branch meets at the
Cheshire Regimental
Headquarters at Chester Castle,
and nothing has changed since
their amalgamation in 2007.
There was talk that the
buildings were going to be put
up for sale but so far we have
heard nothing more. It is an
excellent venue for our
meetings with heating,
lighting, comfortable chairs,
ample table space, large
kitchen and an excellent bar!
(Run effectively by Alan Jones
Mess Steward.) We meet the
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Barry Monteith with his wife Jean

last Sunday in every month.
There are no meetings in
August and December.
Invitations are open to all to
come and join us -you would
be most welcome.

Howman, Chairman to health
problems which restricted his
driving. Deputy Chairman
(22831186) Trevor Davies took
over as Chairman and to round
it off, yours truly (22831043)
Keith Bonehill took over the
post of Treasurer and Secretary
much against his better
judgement as no one else
would accept the post
(perhaps that is telling me
something!)

I must mention the dedicated
work, that as Branch Social
Secretary, (23877223) Brian
Monteith and Jean his wife
have undertaken. Barry books
venues, arranges prizes and
ensures everyone coughs up!

At the March meeting Alan
Simcox and Bill Elliott were
presented with a wall clock
and framed presentation
certificates by the President
Major Oultram, for their service
to the Branch.

Also I must mention Mrs
Patricia Harding and ladies
who attend dealing with the
raffle and refreshments on
behalf of the Branch Members.
We thank you.

In July the Branch had lunch at
the Ramada Hotel Chester that
was well attended. The
consensus was that it was an
excellent meal. We will be
attending again for Christmas
Lunch 2011.

At the AGM November 2010 the
following officers stood down,
(23908718) Alan Simcox stood
down as Treasurer, a position
he had held for the past 12
years, as he was moving to
Newtown Montgomery.
(23908639) Bill Elliott stood
down a Secretary, due to
family commitments, a post he
has held for 4 years but had
been Assistant Secretary for
some years before that. We
had already lost (2739289) Tom

October last saw Barry Monteith
organising a ‘Hot Pot’, Raffle
tickets to be sold for special
prizes at the Christmas draw.
Sadly during the past two
years the following members
have left us

The Stockport Branch is thriving;
they have donated considerable
amounts of money from
various functions to the
charities of choice and are to be
commended for the same.
As with all Branches our
membership is declining and
attendance at meetings is not
as good: frailty, ill health and
the passing of members has
thinned our ranks. We look
round at meetings now and
tables which had eight or so
members around them now
are no longer filled and we
miss them.
During the past two years
(22426672) David Holland,
Grenadier Guards, has joined
as Associate member. In
addition, (2739405) Leonard
Milford , 2nd Battalion 1944,
joined on returning home from
living abroad for some years
and we were very pleased to
see him.
Finally wish to thank RHQ and
Association Headquarters for
their assistance and guidance
in the past two years in
particular Mr Brian Keane,
Secretary General and Major
Keith Oultram, our President
for their services.

Major Felix Richards
(2741648) Kenneth Hill and his
wife Vivian
(2738660)William Jones
(22217466) Kenneth Jones

Our best wishes go to the
Battalion for the coming year,
keep safe and well. We extend
to everyone our best wishes for
the coming year.
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NORTH WALES BRANCH
(Formed 1936)
President:
Chairman:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Telephone:
E-mail:

Mel Ackroyd, John Bowen, Joe Stopford, Dave Evans (67), Fred Worrall
and Dave Burton (70) seated our Chairman Ken Davies (99).

NORTH OF ENGLAND BRANCH
Stockport Sub-Branch
by Ken Davies(22831499) Chairman.

he Stockport Branch can happily say that we have
had another successful year. We have a small, but
loyal membership and have managed to get over 100
“bums on seats” for our annual St David’s Day Lunch and
over 70 for our October Dinner and Dance, both functions
being held at The Davenport Park Hotel, Stockport. In
addition our August “Curry Evening” and our December
“Hot Pot Supper” were well attended and enjoyed by all.

T

We are proud that over the past
few years these functions have
raised over £2000 for
Regimental, National and Local
charities. We are fortunate that
we have superb support from
Col Charles Connolly of the
Army Benevolent Fund,
successive Mayors of Stockport
and Anne Coffey MP. Our
thanks go to three stalwarts of
the Branch :Dave “The Scribe”
Evans (23877267) Mel “The
Money Launderer” Ackroyd
(22831953) and Dave
“Microsoft” Burton (23877270)
for the organisation of these
functions , and not forgetting
the valuable contribution from
all the members’ wives known
as “The Dragons”.
Thanks to the efforts, again, of
Dave Burton we have the first
Branch Web-site,
www.welshguardsassociation
stockport.co.uk which has had
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over 1000 hits and we hope
that this may prompt Branches
to create similar sites for easier
contact with one another and
the Regiment.
On a sad note we lost Peter
Stringer (23876984) and our
condolences go to his widow
Sue and family.
Our thoughts go out to all
those currently serving with
the Regiment, and
congratulate them on all they
have achieved in Afghanistan.
We wish them the very best of
luck for their return to
Afghanistan in 2012.
We meet on the first Tuesday of
the month at the Blossoms
Public House, Wellington Road,
Stockport at 1930 hrs for 2000
hrs. Our St David’s Day lunch in
2012 is on Sun 26th Feb – come
and join us you are all
welcome.

Captain A.C. Hopkins
G. Binnie (24060777)
H .Mears (2740728)
D. Webb (235223061)
2 Arran Drive
Rhyl
North Wales LL18 2NS
01745 334340
spyderwebb61@aol.com

seem to be making more comebacks than Status Quo!!
Here goes with the 2011 Branch Report. It has been an
eventful year for the Branch celebrating our 75th year.
Bangor Section organised a lunch during the summer at the
Queens Hotel, Llandudno. Our President John Harrop M.B.E.
and his good lady Sue were guests of honour. Chairman Dai
Morgan presented a Shepherds Crook with the Welsh
Guards crest carved on the handle (The Colonel HRH Prince
Charles also owns one.)

I

Retiring President John Harrop MBE

The Branch annual 75th Dinner
was held at the Ramada Hotel
Wrexham, and this was
Captain A.C. Hopkins first
official engagement as
President. Among our guests
were Regimental
Quartermaster Sergeant Lee
Scholes, Master Tailor Steve
Shield and Secretary General
Brian Keane. Colonel Bonas
was unable to attend due to a
prior family commitment. He
sent his apologies and a
wonderful letter
congratulating John Harrop
MBE for his dedicated service
for 34 years as the Branch
President. Captain Hopkins,
who read the letter out also
added his thanks and hoped
he would also do 34 years

since it would mean a
Telegram off the Colonel in
Chief for his 100th Birthday.
Honorary Branch President
Howell Hughes gave an insight
of all the hard work and
dedication John Harrop gave to
the Branch. I presented him, on
behalf of the Branch, with a
solid Oak Clock engraved with
the dates of Service to the
Branch.
(22831600) Brian Williams and
Joyce joined us on the
Battlefield Tour this year and
enjoyed themselves: sadly it
was the last one due to the
depleting numbers of veterans
- it will be missed.
Dave Woodfinden has resigned
as Secretary so we are
desperate for someone to fill
the position as soon as
possible. There must be
someone among our large
membership who can step up
to the plate.
Thanks to all the Staff in RHQ
London and Cardiff for the
support to the Branch.
Seasons Greetings to you all.

111

BRANCH REPORTS

WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE

Two outstanding events
dominated our activities this
year, firstly the granting of the
“Freedom of the Borough” to
the Regiment in May and our
visit again this year to the town
of Hechtel in September, details
of both events further on.
March 1st saw us off in some
strength to Aldershot to
celebrate with the Battalion,
and despite some hitches over
the catering and seating, was
another good day to
remember. With the exception
of Bi-Annual Dinners when
they are held, it is probably the
only time for some years when
members of all Branches can
meet up to chat about old
times. We look forward to
going to Hounslow next year
before the Battalion deploys to
Afghanistan again.

Ray Gorringe 23585533, Albert Burd 2741097, Robert Johnstone 23838563,
Mike Jones 23523201 at the British Military Cemetary (Leopoldsburg).

OGMORE BRANCH
(Formed 1982).
President:
Hon Chairman:
Hon Treasurer/
Secretary

Telephone:
E-mail:

Major T.M. Wakefield
Mr Ray Gorringe (23585533)
Mr Mike Jones (23523201)
40 Garfield Avenue
Litchard
Bridgend. CF31 1QA.
01656 – 650367
mike_jones928@msn.com

e ended the year 2010 by having a meal at the
end of the December Meeting in the Caefatri Public
House. This is now an annual occurrence and we have the
Manager and staff of the Caefatri to thank for it.

W

The New Year started with our
AGM where we once again reelected our Committee en-bloc:
nice to have stability! Our new
President, Major Tim Wakefield
was unfortunately not able to
attend so after a quick
discussion, Mr Albert Burd
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(2741097) was installed as a
new Vice President and invited
to sit in the Chair until the reelection of the Committee for
the current year. We thank
Albert for accepting the
position and officiating at the
meeting.

On 16th April 2011 we held our
Annual Dinner Dance in the
Masonic Hall in Bridgend and
once again there was a healthy
attendance sitting down to
Dinner. We have to thank the
Ladies Section, for their help
and attention to detail in the
table layouts etc. As usual our
Musician performed brilliantly
with music to suit all tastes.
For those who have not yet
attended one of our Dinner
Dances I can assure them of a
warm welcome.
Wednesday 11th May 2011 was
a day the Branch had long
fought for. After a long
campaign by our previous
President, Lt-Col Roddy
Traherne, Chairman and
Secretary the Regiment was
awarded the “Freedom of the
County Borough of Bridgend”.
After a formal Reception at the
Council Offices the Bridgend
County Borough Council
Mayor, Councillor Colin
Teesdale presented Colonel
Tom Bonas the Freedom Scroll
on behalf of the Regiment. The
Regimental Band and a

Detachment from 2 Company
marched through the Town
with Regimental Colour flying
and bayonets fixed, cheered
on by massive crowds
throughout. The standard of
turnout and drill was brilliant
and well appreciated by those
watching. The Buffet laid on
afterwards in the Recreation
Centre was by ticket only and
sadly there were some
complaints about the ticket
allocations as some serving
members of the Battalion from
the Borough apparently did
not have tickets allocated to
their parents. This
unfortunately was down to the
Council Officials and not down
to our Branch as was
suggested.
We celebrated Veterans Day in
Bridgend on Saturday 25th
June, Ray Gorringe (23585533)
was once again Parade
Marshall and our Branch
Standard was on parade. The
weather was blustery but fine
and the Drums and a
detachment of The Welsh
Transport Regiment. RLC(V) led
the Veterans, our 2 MPs and
Councillors as they marched
through the town to the
Recreation Centre where a fine
buffet and concert was laid on.
A good day!
On 3rd September 2011 we
went by coach to the Gurkha
“Durbar” in Dering Lines,
Brecon. A good day was had by
all, and to cap it off, the major
Raffle prize, which was a
superb decorated Kukri ,was
won by our Chairman’s wife,
much to the envy of some of us
we must admit.
Over the weekend of 9th –
12th September some
members again made the
pilgrimage to Hechtel in
Belgium to celebrate our
connections with the town.
Once again obtaining a Lottery
Grant helped massively with
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the costing and the members,
especially those who had been
there before could not wait to
get on the coach. We met up
with our Association Member
Mr Bob Vranken-Deckers ,who
has recently retired from the
Belgian Army. He had
arranged a full and varied
programme for us and over the
weekend we met up with the
Association Battlefield Tour
arranged by Major Graham
Taylor at our hotel where they
were also staying for two
evenings.
We felt some disappointment
at the cancellation of the Darts
and Shooting Competition this
year. We had a full team of
eight declared, we haven’t won
anything for a while yet and
maybe this year we could have
changed that. Seriously
though, when we heard that
Branches, especially those who
had won last year’s
competitions were not
defending them, alarm bells
should be ringing as to the
future of the Competition.
Without support it will surely
die, despite the sterling efforts
of our Secretary General and
staff to arrange everything and
then having to cancel.
Our Branch Annual
Remembrance Service again
took place in Nolton Church,
Bridgend on Sunday 30th
October when we again paid
homage to the fallen Welsh
Guardsmen from the Borough.
We were honoured by the
attendance of the Town Mayor
who on hearing of our Service
asked if she could formally
attend, we of course said yes.
Remembrance Sunday will
once again see the Branch well
represented in Bridgend and
Maesteg. Poppy wreaths from
the Regiment and the Branch
will be laid on the War
Memorials as usual.
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We will finish off our year by
again having an evening meal
in the Caefatri Public House on
the evening of our December
Meeting.
Sadly we have lost the
following members during the
year: 22192042 Elfed “Lofty”
Morgan passed away on 26th
February aged 79. 21010015
John Anderson. MBE passed
away on 22nd October aged
81. As would be expected, the
Branch turned out in some
numbers at their farewells at
the Cemetery/Crematorium.
Branch members have also
attended funerals/cremations
at Swansea, Merthyr and
Cowbridge in support of our
neighbouring Branches.
Inevitably we have members
and their spouses who are not
in good health and wish them
all the best.
Branch Meetings are still held
in the Caefatri Public House,
Bridgend on the 2nd Monday
of the month and once again
may I say you are guaranteed a
warm welcome.
Our AGM will be on Monday
13th February 2012, so if you
are able please do come along.
Our Annual Dinner Dance 2012
will again be held at the
Masonic Hall, Tremains Road,
Bridgend on Saturday 14th
April 2012 and a warm
welcome is extended to all.
The Chairman, Secretary and
Committee would like to thank
all the members for their
support throughout the year
and especially the Ladies
Section at all our meetings and
functions.
We wish everyone a very Merry
Xmas and a Happy New Year
and send our thanks and best
wishes to all at the Cardiff HQ.

Ogmore Branch Standard Bearer at Hechtel Memorial 2011

VISIT TO HECHTEL – SEPTEMBER 2011
By Ogmore Branch
(23523201) Mike Jones

nce again this year we visited Hechtel to renew our
friendship with the townspeople we have visited over
the last ten years. Our host and Associate Member Bob
Vranken-Deckers late Belgian Army as usual was there to
meet us with a programme for the weekend already
made out. Thankfully we had again been successful in
obtaining a Lottery Grant which subsidised our four day
trip to a great degree. We were fortunate in having the
same coach company to take us so the booking procedure
was uncomplicated and smooth.

O

Some time earlier during our
planning stage I had been
contacted by Captain Graham
Taylor who arranges the
Association Battlefield Tour
and he informed me he had
also booked his party in at our
Hotel on the Saturday and
Sunday nights. We would join
up with them on the Sunday
morning for the Remembrance
Services in Hechtel. I had also
been asked by Bob VrankenDeckers if two Scotsmen,
father and son, could travel
with our party during our stay,
this was because they were in
the area for the weekend
visiting their
father’s/grandfather’s grave.
Their relative, Major
Thornycroft serving in the 3rd
Monmouthshire Regt had been
killed in action at Hechtel
during the assault on the town.

He was attacking two German
Machine Gun posts, and had
successfully knocked one out
but was killed in the assault on
the second. He is remembered
on the new Slate Memorial
slabs mounted on the wall
alongside the Sherman Tank
Memorial. We of course
agreed they could come with
us and looked forward to
meeting them on Saturday.
We left Bridgend on Friday 9th
September 2011 at 0630hrs
prompt and proceeded via the
well known and overused
Motorways System to the
Eurotunnel Terminal in
Folkestone, arriving at
lunchtime. After a short wait
we were on our way under the
Channel to Calais. Our journey
to Hechtel was uneventful and
through the wonders of the
SatNav we arrived at our Hotel
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Hechtel Mayor, towns people and members of Ogmore Branch. Hechtel Visit 2011.

at about 1900hrs local time,
met by our host and Hotel
Manager and “fed and
watered”. As usual the food
was excellent and afterwards
we spent a couple of hours in
the Bar winding down.
On Saturday morning after
breakfast we met our host and
our two guests and took off in
perfect weather on our
programme. Firstly we went to
the German/Belgian Border
and toured some sites on the
“Seigfried Line”. This was miles
and miles of Tank Traps sunk
across the countryside to hold
the line, and despite the length
of time they had been in the
ground they would probably
still be serviceable for the job
they were designed for, i.e.
hinder any Armoured advance
cross country. After the tour
we proceeded further into
Germany to visit the town of
Monschau which is a beautiful
little town in the Eifel,
surrounded by very steep
slopes and divided down the
middle by a fast flowing river.
Due to the terrain the town
was virtually untouched by
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events in WWII. Here we had
lunch and bought our
souvenirs in the shops before
proceeding to our third
destination on our
programme.
After lunch we drove to the
former Training Camp, built for
the Hitler Youth at Vogelsang.
It is situated near the German
Border with Belgium at about
150km east of Brussels and
some 60m south-west of Koln.
Built between March 1934 and
April1936 it stands on top of a
cliff overlooking the Urft lake
and officials of all ranks of the
Nazi Party were educated there
in the racial philosophy of the
“New Order”. During the Nazi
period the area also housed
the “Baby Farm” where young
girls were housed to produce
the new vision of Hitler’s
Arayan Race. There was a post
office, infirmary, canteens and
accommodation for 1000
personnel, plus Sports
facilities, parade grounds and
a Ballroom able to contain
2000 guests. All in all a very
impressive complex which in
fact was never completely

finished. The Americans took it
over in 1945 before handing
over to the British and Belgian
Forces. In 1946 the British
transformed Vogelsang into a
training area and handed over
to the Belgians in 1950. It is
not until 1956 that troops from
allied nations started to visit
Vogelsang on a regular basis.
At any one time 2500
personnel could be
accommodated there and on a
yearly basis some 30 to 40000
NATO troops visited the training
area for one or two weeks.
After our visit we returned to
the coach to return to our Hotel
for our evening meal and a few
quiet hours in the Bar, some of
us did in fact use the Swimming
pool as well!
On Sunday morning both the
London group and ourselves
met up for breakfast before
making our way to the Church
in the centre of Hechtel for
Sunday Morning Service. Once
again we were met with the
utmost warmth and as is now
customary the Welsh National
Anthem was sung by the Choir
in Welsh to conclude the Service.

Following the Service we
formed up outside the church
and marched behind the
Belgian Veterans and families
to the local Cemetery to pay
our respects to the civilians
who were killed during the
occupation. After wreath
laying and speeches we made
our way to the Tank in the town
which serves as a Cenotaph to
the Servicemen who had fallen
in the liberation of the Town.
Here a party of school children
had been formed up to hand
us the wreaths and to stand
with us with heads bowed, a
very touching performance.
After the wreath laying the
National Anthems were played
before we were dismissed to
make our way to the
Recreation Centre for a Civic
Reception. On the way some of
our members went to see the
“Tree of Peace”, a Lime Tree
which the Ogmore Branch had
presented to the Town four
years ago. Thankfully it was
flourishing, sad to say though
the Brass Memorial Plaque
which had been attached to
the Plinth had been stolen, a
sad reminder of the times but
we were assured it would be
replaced for or next visit.
At the Reception the Town
Mayor and Col Bonas made
speeches and exchanged gifts,
“Spider” Webb sold his Branch
table mats and books of poetry
written by a fellow North
Walian who had settled in
Belgium after the hostilities.
Our Chairman gave a speech
and our Secretary presented a
gift from the Bridgend Town
Mayor and a written invitation
to visit Bridgend as a step
towards Town Twinning with
Bridgend. With formalities
over this was followed by a
rousing sing-along led by
“Spider” and the members of
the two visiting parties.
When we left the Recreation
Centre at the end of the
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festivities we made our way to
the “Secret” Cemetery and paid
our respects to the Resistance
and others who had been
executed and buried there. We
then moved on to the British
Military Cemetery at
Leopoldsburg. Here we laid a
Poppy Wreath and placed
small wooden crosses at the
tombstones of members of the
Household Division buried
there. Mrs Hazel Evans, one of
our ladies and her husband
paid their private respects to
her father buried there as did
our two Scots guests who had
also located their relative’s
grave.
To finish the day we returned
to our Hotel for a final evening
meal and then with our hosts
moved into the Skittle Alley as
have now become the custom
and ended the night
competing enthusiastically
against each other despite the
aches and pains due to age. We
made some final presentations
of Welsh engraved Cuff Links to
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Bob and Dorus the Hotel
Manager, and a bouquet of
flowers to Bob’s wife before
retiring for the night.
After breakfast on Monday
morning we said our farewells
to our hosts and Association
Battlefield Tour and made our
way home via the Eurotunnel.
We arrived home safe and
sound in the early evening
with everyone pleased with
what had been a thoroughly
absorbing weekend. We
cannot thank our host Bob
Vranken Deckers enough for
organising another memorable
programme for the weekend.
Our thanks also goes to Dorus
the Hotel Manager for the
hospitality and facilities laid on
at the Hotel, and the Town
Mayor, Councillors and
townspeople of Hechtel. Our
Branch has now visited Hechtel
four times and never once have
there been any
disappointments on any of the
visits, long may it continue!

PEMBROKESHIRE BRANCH
(Formed 1957)
President :
Chairman:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Telephone:
E-mail:

Major I B Ramsden MBE
Arthur Ealres (2741413)
Trevor Warr (2740352)
Rob Davies (24753414)
16 Nant Y Ffynnon, Letterston
Haverfordwest
Pembs. SA62 5SX
07576 903209 (work – 01348 840411)
letterstonwindows@tiscali.co.uk

nother year has passed and nothing much has
happened in Pembrokeshire Branch, with the
exception that Trevor Warr has passed the Secretary
duties over to me (Rob Davies) but Trevor is staying on as
Treasurer of the Branch, and he is also assisting me in the
running of things until I get to know what to do.

A

The Christmas draw was a
success as usual with around
40 members and their
partners attending. Tickets
were sold, many prizes
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donated, and a good evening
was had by all.
Sadly in November 2010 it was
reported that Snowy Beard had
passed away, Snowy was one

Trevor Warr and his wife Pam, at the Pembrokeshire Branch Lunch

of the Founders of the Branch
and he will be sorely missed by
all who knew him, and that
includes many members of
other Branches also.

sure the Branch would join me
in thanking Harry Lovering
who was ‘in charge’ of the
raffle and made it such a
success.

In the summer of 2011,
Number 2 Company exercised
their right to the Freedom of
Pembroke, this involved a
march through the Town with
the Salute taken by the Mayor
of Pembroke.

We decided earlier in the year
to change our meetings from
Wednesday evenings to
Saturday afternoons to allow
the elder members who
cannot drive at night to come
along during daylight hours.
Unfortunately, we have had 3
meetings now and our
numbers haven’t increased at
all.

Colonel Tom Bonas and the
Regimental Band were in
attendance. This was followed
by ‘Beating Retreat’ in
Pembroke Castle the same
evening and the whole day
was enjoyed by thousands of
people who lined the streets
and welcomed the Welsh
Guards to the Town.
Our 54th Annual Luncheon
took place in October at the
Plas Hyfrydd Hotel in Narberth.
38 people sat down to a lovely
lunch, and a raffle was also
held. Colonel Tom Bonas and
the Commanding Officer
Colonel Bossi were in
attendance, both of whom
made very informative
speeches, letting everyone
know what was happening in
the Battalion and so forth.
Major I Ramsden Branch
President thanked them both
on behalf of the Branch.
The raffle raised £89 and I’m

What happens in the future I
am not quite sure? However,
on a brighter side, we have
been joined by a couple of new
member: Paul Rosser 24336563
from Rhydowen, Ceredigion,
who when his work allows him
will attend the meetings, and
CSgt John Turner (JT) of
Pembroke Dock, who is still
serving and has just been
posted out of the Battalion to
become an Instructor in
Brecon. Hopefully John will be
home most weekends and will
attend our meetings.
I am also hoping he will be
able to encourage the boys
from Pembrokeshire in the
Battalion to join the Branch
when they step off.
With a bit of luck, next year
(2012) we will be able to get a
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RQMS Lee Scholes (Scully), Mr Rob Davies (14), RSM A Roberts (99) (Grouch),
Sgt Jones (41) (Russian). Pembroke visit by The 1st Battalion Welsh Guards.

team together for the Darts
and Shooting Competition –
regrettably this was not
possible this year.

All of us at Pembrokeshire
Branch wish the Battalion a
safe return from their tour of
Afghanistan in 2012.

SWANSEA & WEST GLAMORGAN
BRANCH
(Formed 1927)
President:
Chairman:
Treasurer/
Secretary:

Telephone:
E-mail:

Major Charles Carty MBE TD
Bryn Pennock (23877288)
Peter Williams (23877300)
12 St Peters St
Cockett
Swansea SA5 5BX
01792 416010
peterwilliams300@googlemail.com

t is that time of year once again when we look forward
to Christmas and reflect on the past year: it has been a
happy year for some and very sad for others, our hearts
go out to all the families who have lost loved ones.

I

The war goes on in
Afghanistan and it is a tragedy
that so many fine men are
injured and those who have
paid the ultimate price and
have given their lives for their
country: on behalf of us all, our
sincere condolences.
The Branch has had a quiet
year due to circumstances
beyond our control, but we are
still trying our best.
Our Biannual trip to the
Ghurkha Derba in Derring

Lines in Brecon was a great
success. All our members and
families had a wonderful day
and we were made most
welcome by all the camp team.
We travelled on a Vintage
Double Decker bus, and as
usual it overheated venturing
up the Brecon Beacons to the
amusement of all on board.
We have lost a number of
stalwart members this year
that will all be sadly missed.
Our oldest serving member of

Colin Jones 28, Myself (Peter Williams 23877300), Bill Cleary.

the Branch is Bill Cleary who is
87 this year. Bill who served
with the 3rd Battalion and
went through North Africa and
Italy was involved in the Battle
of Monte Casino and was
wounded at Mount Picallo. Bill
is also mentioned in the book
“Ensign in Italy” written by
Philip Brutton. By the time Bill
had come home after being
injured, the 3rd Battalion had
been disbanded. He also boxed
and player rugby and is a font
of knowledge about his time in
the Welsh Guards. It is a great
pleasure to listen to his stories
as he is with us at every
meeting and still a very active
member of the Branch.
Our Chairman Mr Bryn Pennock
and President Major Charles
Carty (RTD) M.B.E TD, work
endlessly to keep the Branch
on track and we thank them for
their efforts. Major Carty at the
moment is setting up our own
Swansea Branch website
which we hope will be of great
benefit to the Branch and bring
in new members, as we as
other Branches are suffering
with the lack of new members.

Thomas Griffiths Thomas 982.
Stan Evans, the curator of the
Welsh Guards Collection said
he would be very grateful for
the artefacts, where they will
go on permanent display, so
from us all Robert, thank you.
It was with great regret that we
could not raise a team to
compete in this year’s Darts
and Shoot, as we have had
great success over the years,
especially after our Secretary
General Mr Brian Keane
worked so hard to get this
competition up and running,
hopefully we will be back next
year.
Last but not least our thanks to
our Standard Bearer Mr Derek
Williams for his great support
to the Branch on all occasions,
and also for the help I have
been given by all members of
the Association, and my family.

We are looking forward to
receiving from Mr Robert
Thomas, his grandfather’s
handwritten diaries and
memorabilia from the time he
serve in the 1st Battalion in
World War 1. His father was Sgt.
Standard Bearer Derek Williams with
Swansea Secretary Peter Williams
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St David’s Day 1966, Chelsea Barracks, Mrs Stevenson (wife of RSM Stephenson MBE DCM MM) presenting the Leeks

WELSH GUARDS REUNITED
(Formed 2006)
Webmaster:
President:
Chairman:
Treasurer &
Secretary:

Allan Rogers (24220048) - England
Captain (Retd) John Powell - Australia
Major (Retd) Martin Browne BEM - Spain

Mike Wakely (24076183) - Wales
1a Hawthorne Hill
Trefechan
Merthyr Tydfil CF48 2ES
Telephone:
01685 371 024
Technical Support: Mike Cummins (24472964) - Wales

aving now been the 17th Branch of the Association
for little over a year, it is pleasing to report that
WGR is shaping up well as a Branch. Our membership
continues to grow rapidly, with many past Welsh
Guardsmen discovering the ease in which they can
communicate and find their old comrades on-line and we
continue to provide a vital conduit for families seeking
information of an old family member who once served in
the Regiment (such is our wonderful range of members
that we can boast service from about 1938 onwards).

H
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WGR is unable to hold a
traditional AGM as do other
Branches, with members from
around the World and with no
geographical home, but,
wishing to comply with the
Association rules and
regulations of electing officials,
and “doing business in an
open and free manner” it
became blindingly obvious that
an on-line AGM was the only
way to go. Our Webmaster
(Allan Rogers) put in all the
hard work, creating the
Agenda, individual forum
topics and polls within the WGR
Branches own private area of
WGR. Unlike a normal AGM
which is held on one day, our
on-line AGM ran for a set
period of time, giving
members sufficient
opportunity to comment in the
AGM topics before the Polls

were released for members to
vote one way or the other. We
cannot claim a massive turnout
at the polls, but, for a first
attempt, it went well and many
lessons have been identified
and, most importantly it
complied with WGA Rules and
Regulations – it bodes well for
the future and ensures that
WGR now has a fully elected
managerial structure to take it
forward.
Wishing to preserve the kudos
associated with becoming an
associate Member of WGR (and
thus the WGA), we have
compiled our own strict criteria
for on-line members. This has
resulted in just two people
being eligible and accepted as
Associate Members in 2011;
Nick Farr (known to many of
you, a full and active supporter
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Warminster Camp 1935. Rear rank (LtoR); Jones, Slogger Hill, Roberts. Front rank (LtoR); LCpl Parry, LCpl Terry, Evans, Lewis, Bob Cherry

of the Welsh Guards
Afghanistan Appeal and a
wealth of historical knowledge
of the Welsh Guards) and Mrs
Mandy Wakely (wife of our
Secretary Mike and a superb
contributor for not only the site
and its members, but for all
things Welsh Guards also).
Likewise Vice Presidents, we
have had the privilege to
appoint three outstanding
individuals this year; Albert
Lewis (Davidl), Ray Skinner (Yar)
and Alan Parry-Booth
(parrybooth), all have
contributed selflessly and
regularly to the success of WGR
and bring a wealth of
Regimental experience and
knowledge into our forums –
gents we thank you
wholeheartedly and are proud
to have you as our Vice
Presidents.
Once again the WGR Reunion
held in the Seabank Hotel,
Porthcawl over the weekend 4/5
February 2011 was a complete
sell out with 250 members
attending and having a superb
time. Plans are well under way
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for the 2012 Porthcawl reunion
which once again is proving to be
a runaway success. Being held
over the weekend 24/25 Feb
2012. Stu Owens (24632609),
Paul‘Flicker’Morgan (24570871)
and Mandy Wakely are pulling out
all the stops to ensure that
another superb event is
organised for the benefit of all
members.
The WGR Photo galleries really
are becoming a phenomenal
historical resource to be
treasured. With over 10,000
images spread across 23
separate categories, there are
certain to be photographs to
satisfy just about every sphere
of Welsh Guards interest.
Reproduced within this article
are just a few samples of the
many we have stored.
Early last year Paul “Flicker”
Morgan (24570871) set himself
the tough target of sending a
shoebox package to every
member of 1WG during their
Operational Tour in 2012. He
put an appeal for suitable
items onto WGR and started
collecting immediately. His

target will take some achieving
but he is determined to
succeed - it is one of the few
ways we can demonstrate, in
practical terms, our support for
the boys (and girls) in 1WG.
Anyone with anything suitable
for inclusion in these small
packages is asked to contact
Flicker direct at; 141 Hacton
Lane, Upminster, Essex RM14
2NL. Tel; 01708 531511.
We have welcomed far too
many new members to list
them all individually here, but
have also once again had to
report the sad deaths of far too
many Welsh Guardsmen over
the past year, many of them
members of either the WGA or
WGR and all missed by many.
Amongst them was our very
own Stanley Thomas
(2738466), who had been a
member and regular
contributor on WGR since July
2008. News was received from
his Nephew, Paul that sadly
Stanley, 87, of Carlsbad,
California, passed away on 31st
July 2011 following a long
illness. Born and raised in
Swansea, Stanley enlisted in

the Army at the age of 18 and
saw active service with the
Welsh Guards during WW2.
He moved to California in 1954
and worked as a barber and
graduated from college with a
degree in Sociology. He
became a real estate partner of
Ellie Havel, whom he later
married. Stanley will be sorely
missed; his regular humorous
postings and wise words had
become legend on WGR as had
his most generous regular
contributions to site funds.
Stanley was cremated in San
Diego on 5 August and his
ashes returned to his home
town of Swansea where they
were scattered in the presence
of family and Welsh
Guardsmen in Morrison
Crematorium on 16 September.
There is no doubt that WGR is
blessed with some superb
members, too many to name
individually, but your
continued support, friendship
and input onto the site really is
very much appreciated. Both
the site fund and the Branch
fund are in a healthy state
(again due to the unwavering
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Robert "Bob" Belson (22217754) sitting on the left and John Powell (2740113
& 349190), WGR President, who both now live in Adelaide, Australia and met
in 2010 for the first time through WGR

generosity of our members)
and the financial security of the
site is currently guaranteed for
at least the next five years.

Alan Loose (24141839)
served 69 – 86

In closing, it may be useful for
members of the Welsh Guards
Association reading this to
have some idea of the range of
people that visit Welsh Guards
Reunited. As a random
example, on a given day in
August 2011, 102 people visited
the site, amongst them the
following are just a few (whom
some of you may know);

James Edward Price (24125165)
served 69 - 92

Wilfred Brown (2741784)
served 47 – 62
Albert Richard Lewis (2734395)
served 38 - 46
Viv Williams (23967805)
served 62 - 77
Robert Stokes (24291437)
served 72 – 74
William Denis Lyth (23908736)
served 65 – 88
Brian Aveyard (23523216)
served 56 – 78
Dick Clark (24479553)
served 78 – 90
Derek Parry (22831838)
served 57 – 83
Alastair Williams (24141818)
served 69 - 96
Martin Lloyd (24527028)
served 79 – 04

David Davies (24257437)
served 71 – 93

WGR Standard Bearer Dennis (Knocker) Knowles and Swansea Branch WGA
Standard Bearer Peter Williams (Swansea Branch Sec), with bugler provided
by Royal British Legion at the Scattering of the Ashes of Stanley Thomas at
Swansea Crematorium on 16 Sep 11

Peter Coleman (24220197)
served 74 – 80
Emrys Morgan (24141882)
served 69 – 95
Chris Duggan (24203054)
served 70 – 86
Lawrence John (24141857)
served 69 – 82
David Woods (23879346)
served 62 - 77
Philip Stables (24220133)
served 73 – 82
Michael Hunt (24281796)
served 72 – 94
With over 2,800 members
there are certain to be people
on Welsh Guards Reunited that
you will know and most likely,
many that you have not
contacted for years. We actively
encourage membership of
both your local geographical
branch of the Welsh Guards
Association and Welsh Guards
Reunited, thereby enjoying the
best of both worlds.
2738466 Stanley Thomas RIP
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MINUTES OF THE 81ST ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
OF THE WELSH GUARDS ASSOCIATION
Held at Wellington Barracks London at 1130 hrs Friday
10th June 2011
President:
Vice President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary General:

Colonel T S Bonas
Brigadier J F Rickett CBE
R E Lewis Esq
Major K Oultram
B Keane Esq

Present:
Brigadier J F Rickett CBE, Vice
President WGA; Lt Col. C F B
Stephens, President London
Branch; Major C Carty MBE,
President Swansea &West
Glamorgan Branch; Mr D Parry,
representing Cardiff Branch;
Mr K Haines, Secretary East
Glamorgan Branch; Mr A
Cunningham, Secretary Llanelli
Branch; Mr J Heenan, Secretary
London Branch; Mr E Jones,
Secretary Merthyr Tydfil
Branch; Mr J Bayliss, Secretary
Midlands Branch; Mr S
Liversage, Secretary
Monmouthshire Branch; Mr J
Williams, representing
Montgomery/Shropshire
Branch; Mr D Webb, Secretary
North Wales Branch; Mr M
Jones, Secretary Ogmore
Branch; Mr R Davies, Secretary
Designate, Pembrokeshire
Branch; Mr P Williams,
Secretary Swansea & West
Glamorgan Branch; Mr M
Wakely, Secretary Welsh
Guards Reunited.
There were 12 other
Association members present.
In Attendance:
Commanding Officer Welsh
Guards, Lt/Colonel C K Antelme
DSO; GSM London District, WO1
WDG Mott OBE; WO2 Lee
Scholes, Headquarters Welsh
Guards:
Apologies for Absence:
R E Lewis Esq., Vice President
WGA; S Rhodes Esq., President
Aberdare Branch; J Harding
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Esq., President Llanelli Branch;
R G P Plowden Esq., President
Montgomery/ Shropshire
Branch; Captain C Hopkins,
President North Wales Branch;
Mr M Williams, Secretary
Aberdare Branch; Capt. R J D
Parry, Secretary Montgomery &
Shropshire Branch; Mr K
Bonehill, Secretary North of
England Branch; Mr T Warr,
Secretary Pembrokeshire
Branch.
Item 1 - President’s Address
In his address the President
touched on the following:
He welcomed all; including
Branch Presidents, and
thanked them for attending as
well as for all the hard work
they put in to make the
Association the success story
that it is.

the freedom of Pembroke and
Beating Retreat on the 2 July
and he looked forward to
seeing members of the
Pembroke Branch there.
He had authorised that Mrs
Mandy Wakely, wife of the WGR
Branch Secretary could
become an Associate Member
of the Branch.
He reported that the Battalion
was in very good order, and by
the time they deploy to
Afghanistan, they will be up to
full strength. Before their
deployment Lt/Colonel Bossi
will take command.
There were a couple of
Freedom marches in June,
namely Bridgend and
Presteigne, with bucket
collections raising over one
and a half thousand pounds
for the Afghanistan Appeal.
Thanks must go to Branch
Secretaries and members who
supported these events. The
Battalion is now looking
forward to receiving the
Freedom of Pembroke on July
2nd
The Commanding Officer,
Lt/Colonel Antelme, gave an
update on the Battalion this
year, stating they had been
extremely busy:-

He updated the meeting on the
Appeal and thanked Branches
for all the support they had
given and our still lending to it.

3 Coy went to the Falklands,
and were made very welcome
although the weather was
atrocious!

He said he had read the
minutes of the Secretaries
meeting with interest and
hoped that he had actioned all
the points arising regarding
flow of information to
branches, Officer and Warrant
Officers affiliation to branches
and put in place procedure
when men were discharged
from Battalion.

The Battalion visited Kenya,
displaying a good level of skills.

He was delighted that the
Association were to purchase
some kneelers for the Guards
Chapel.

On the sporting side, they won
the Army Rugby Cup, and the
soccer team made it to the
final.

He mentioned the exercise of

Steve Young, who was badly

2 Coy deployed to Canada.
The Battalion played a great
part in the Royal Wedding and
also formed a Guard in this
year’s Troop,
followed by attending the
Garter Ceremony on 13th June
at Windsor Castle.

injured in Afghanistan, made it
to the North Pole, which was a
fantastic feat.
The move to Hounslow has
been completed, and has
proven to have better facilities
than Wellington Barracks as
well as easy access to the M4.
The Battalion’s strength is fifty
below at the moment, but will
be seven over by deployment
to Afghanistan.
Item 2 – Minutes of previous
meeting
Confirmation of the minutes of
the Annual General Meeting
held 9th June 2010 was
proposed by Mr Alan
Cunningham (Secretary Llanelli
Branch) and seconded by Mr
Ken Haines (Secretary East
Glamorgan Branch). This was
carried and the minutes
signed. There were no matters
arising from the minutes.
Item 3 – Association Events
2011
a) Imber Court/Veterans Day
Unfortunately both these
events again take place on the
same day, i.e. June 25th The
service at Imber Court
commences at 12 15hrs.
Refreshments will be available
from 11 15hrs. Colonel
Stephens, President London
Branch will be attending, as
well as a contingency from
East Glamorgan, who has
strongly supported this event
for the last few years.
b) Darts & Shooting
Competition
This will take place at Nesscliffe
Barracks on Saturday October
1st 2011. Unfortunately, due to
escalating costs, overnight
accommodation will not be
available. This has been an
excellent venue in the past,
with DCCT automatic range.
Further details will be sent to
the Secretaries at a later date.
c) Battlefield Tour
Takes place from 10 -14th
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September, visiting Hechtel,
Vimy and Hazebrouk, with
Major Oliver Warman acting as
tour guide for part of the visit.
Further details from Captain
Graham Taylor.
d) Remembrance Sunday
As per usual, Remembrance
Day is arranged by RHQ, and
takes place on Sunday
November 13th
Approximately 25 cadets (cap
badged Welsh Guards) will be
attending this year and it is
hoped that the Prince of Wales
will also be present again this
year.
At this point, David Webb,
Secretary of the North Wales
Branch complained that he
only received three wreaths
last year for Remembrance Day,
and that five wreaths were
promised him in a previous
AGM
*The Secretary General
checked previous minutes, and
in the AGM 2008, item 13
states that:‘Every Branch is entitled to one
free wreath plus one extra if
there is a Falklands Memorial
in the area. Extra wreaths can
be purchased from Maindy
Barracks. Colonel Bonas
agreed to view each request
for extra wreaths from a
Branch if they are unable to
finance these. It is not expected
of a Branch to lay wreaths on
every War Memorial in their
area since this would be
impossible to achieve
Item 4 – St David’s Day
Subject to the Battalion’s
deployment to Afghanistan, St
David’s Day will be celebrated
at Hounslow with the Battalion
on Thursday March 1st 2012,
with plan B being Merthyr
Tydfil, since this has been a
well attended and popular
venue in the past (confirmation
early autumn). Mr David Parry
(Cardiff) asked if more chairs
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and tables be available in
future since many people had
to stand having their meal in
Aldershot this year. It was
explained that six men detailed
to move the chairs from the
Parade Ground failed to turn
up – and this should not
happen again. After note: the
date of 1 March for StDD may
change to ensure it can be
celebrated with the Battalion.
Assume 1 March unless
otherwise informed.
Item 5 – Kneelers
There has been an excellent
response from Branches, with
£1000 raised so far to purchase
new kneelers for the Guards
Chapel. The total cost of a
kneeler is £140 - £100 will pay
for a Branch to have their name
embroidered on a kneeler, and
for £50, a Branch will share a
kneeler with another Branch.
The remaining £40 will be paid
for by the Association.
Therefore, at least ten kneelers
will be in the Guards Chapel
donated by Branches of the
Welsh Guards Association.
Item 6 – Afghanistan Appeal
Approximately £900,000 has
been raised so far with further
fundraising still in the pipeline,
so hopefully the final total will
be close to the target of a
million pounds. Thanks were
given to everyone for their
support.
Item 7 – Troop Tickets
All original requests were
satisfied, but some members
are still leaving it until May
before applying, and then
being disappointed when
unsuccessful. Please ensure
that requests are received by
the Secretaries meeting in
February. The rota appears to
be working, with Welsh Guards
Reunited taking the place of
Cardiganshire.

Item 8 – Christmas Cards
ARA Major Oultram reported
that the Christmas card was ‘in
hand’ and a photocopy will be
ready to send out with the
Summer Newsletter. It depicts
a ‘tunic scene’ with the Prince
of Wales inspecting the Guard
in 1926.
Item 9- Newsletters
Due to escalating costs, the
newsletter is now only going to
be produced once a year. The
last Summer Newsletter will be
printed next month, and in
2012, only a Winter Newsletter
will be published. All relevant
information concerning the
Association can be
incorporated in the Regimental
magazine, which could also
make the Winter Newsletter
obsolete. The magazine could
be issued free of charge if a
member sends an A4 stamped
addressed envelope to Maindy
Barracks. The ARA requested
that Branch Secretaries discuss
this option with their members
and report back at the
Secretaries meeting in
February 2012.
Item 10 – Magazine
There has been good support
for the magazine with lots of
excellent articles being
submitted. Unfortunately the
printing of the magazine was
delayed last year due to the
Battalion’s commitments
elsewhere, but it is hoped to
get it published by Christmas
this year. The President
emphasised that he would
appreciate more articles from
members and would do his
utmost to get them published.

Branch) pointed out that the
date clashed with the
Association Race Day at
Ludlow, which should not have
happened since the Dinner was
arranged two years previously.
Item 12 – Points raised
Mr David Parry (Cardiff) raised
the question of wearing and
purchasing berets with cap
badge.
(This was discussed at the
Secretaries meeting February
2008, item 10.) It was
explained that the wearing of
berets was up to the discretion
of individual Branches and that
RHQ do not sell berets or cap
badges
Before the meeting closed,
GSM Mott pointed out that in
2012, the Colonel’s Review
takes place a day after the
Falklands commemorations at
Wrexham. The President said
he was aware of this and Major
Chris Hopkins is going to liaise
with the church.
The Secretary General
reminded Branch Secretaries
that there was a Ghurka Durbar
in Brecon on September 3rd,
and everyone is welcome.
Item 13 - Date of next
Annual General Meeting
The date of the next Annual
General Meeting is Friday June
15th 2012.

Item 11 – Cancellation of
Biennial Dinner
The President explained that
he had no option but to cancel
the Biennial Dinner in North
Wales this year because of the
very few applications for
tickets, which totalled 54. Mr
Jeff Heenan (Secretary London
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FORECAST OF EVENTS 2012
JANUARY
FEBRUARY

MARCH
1

ASSOCIATION ST DAVID’S DAY HOUNSLOW

APRIL
14
29

Ogmore Branch Annual Dinner/Dance, Masonic Hall, Bridgend
ASSOCIATION RACE DAY, LUDLOW

MAY
3
28

ASSOCIATION GOLF MEETING, RAGLAN CLUB, NEWPORT
Unveiling Falklands Memorial Arboretum, Staffordashire

JUNE
2
9
15
16
23
24
28
30

Trooping The Colour – Major General’s Review
Trooping The Colour – Colonel’s Review
ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PARADE
FALKLANDS MEMORIAL SERVICE, WREXHAM
IMBER COURT MEMORIAL, details from RHQ
ASSOCIATION GOLF MEETING, VALE OF GLAMORGAN
Falklands Memorial Day Cardiff

JULY
1
26

Montgomery/Shropshire Luncheon, Wroxeter Hotel, Nr Atcham
ASSOCIATION GOLF MEETING,TENBY GOLF COURSE

AUGUST
30

ASSOCIATION GOLF MEETING, BUILTH WELLS GOLF CLUB

SEPTEMBER

ASSOCIATION DARTS & SHOOTING COMPETITION (TBA)

OCTOBER
27

Monmouthshire Branch Reunion Dinner, The Angel Hotel, Abergavenny

NOVEMBER
11

Remembrance Day

DECEMBER
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In Memoriam - Êr Côf
We regret to announce that notification has been received of the deaths of the following

Maj Sir Edmund Bedinfeld
Died: 24th May 2011 Aged: 95
Served: 2nd July 1939 – 1st July 1946

22192042 Gdsm E Morgan
Died: 2nd March 2011 Aged: 79
Served: 20th October 1949 – 14th October 1951

Capt H T Close-Smith
Died: 28th August 2011 Aged: 93
Served: 4th July 1940 – 14th May 1946

Capt R H Mosse
Died: 18th May 2011 Aged: 86
Served: 5th February 1943 – 1st January 1949

22218000 Drum Major W M Felkin
Died: 6th May 2011 Aged: 72
Served: 6th April 1954 – 5th October 1982

24185159 LSgt I R Parker
Died: March 2011 Aged: 55

Col S C C Gaussen
Died: 25th April 2011 Aged: 78
Served: September 1952 - 1987

14652219 LCpl C J Phelps
Died: 5th December 2010 Aged: 85
Served: 15th July 1943 – 14th October 1947

508624 Lt Col P Hannah MBE BEM PSM
Died: 29th June 2010 Aged: 72

24498670 Gdsm P Ratsep
Died: 16th July 2011 Aged: 49
Served: 30 August 1979 – 1983

22453079 Gdsm H Herman
Died: 16th August 2010 Aged: 72
Served: 12th February 1951 – 12th February 1956

22586036 Gdsm F Roberts
Died: 25th November 2011
Served: 1951 - 1954

2741648 LSgt K Hill
Died: 8th March 2011 Aged: 82
Served: 1946 – 1948

2738961 LSgt J Spooner
Died: June 2011 Aged: 85
Served: 5th July 1943 – 16th February 1950

2738440 Gdsm J A Hughes
Died: November 2011 Aged: 88
Served: 10th August 1942 – 29th April 1947

23879984 LSgt M Stringer
Died: 26th March 2011 Aged:64
Served: 1961-1970

2738131 Sgt T C Jones
Died: 23rd January 2011 Aged: 71
Served: 1940 - 1945

2738466 Sgt S Thomas
Died: 31st July 2011 Aged: 87
Served: 1942 – 1948

6025131 LSgt O Joslin
Died: 5th August 2011 Aged: 86
Served: 1939 – 1947

Capt P “Dai” Tilley
Died: 1st September 2011 Aged: 91
Served: 1938 - 1946

357014 Lt M H Kevill
Died: 19th September 2011 Aged: 84
Served: 27th September 1945 – 21st September 1948

2739655 LCpl W A Williams
Died: January 2011 Aged: 84
Served: 15th June 1944 – 21st November 1947

P J Kingsley-Heath Esq
Died: 12 May 2011 Aged: 84
Served: 27th July 1945 – 1st January 1949

Capt G H S Wilson
Died: 27th June 2011 Aged: 60
Served: 6th November 1971 – 1st May 1983

2741772 Gdsm M I Lewis
Died: 11th March 2011 Aged: 81
Served: 27th January 1947 – 26th January 1959

2740164 Gdsm J W Wright
Died: 2011 Aged: 85
Served: 28th September 1941 – 17th November 1945
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