WELSH GUARDS

REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE 2009




DOT
podni
- A .‘-
ol 4]

efery orman engaging withthe Afghan fcals
Edwards-Jones 16, in the pappy fields in Alghanistan

. .
™ o
s MAarrma

-

»




WELSH GUARDS
REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE
2009

Colonel-in-Chief
Her Majesty The Queen

Colonel of the Regiment

His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales
KG KT GC8 OM AKX QSO PCADC

Regimental Lieutenant Colonel
Colone! A ) E Malcolm OBE

Regimental Adjutant
Colonel [Retd) T CS Bonas BA

Assistant Regimental Adjutant
Major{Retd) K F Qultram

*

Regimental Headquarters
Wellingten Barracks, Birdcage Walk, London, SW1E 6HQ
Centact Regimental Headguarters by Email: rhg@welshguards.army.mod. uk
View the Regimental Website at www.army.mod.uk/welshguards

*

Affiliations

Sth/7th Battalion The Royal Australian Regiment
HMS Campbeltown

]



WELSH GUARDS RECIMENTAL MAGAZINE

CONTENTS

Foreword
By Col. AFE Malcolm OBE
Eegimental Lievtenant Colonel

By The Commanding Officer
Lt Col (I AntQinng UKD Al Teert thiuk firbebihis mestrinblis el S AL B4
1st Battalion Welsh Guards

The Prince of Wakes™s COMPaIIY . iwiismcinismi s
Nurrber Two Company v

Number Thme Company

.........................

Suppart Company

HaaAdQUAR e COMPONY v rwasssssnss — B 7
Nurmber I Company .o —— |
I I 2K O T RN ST 0 IRt . . 2% v s s gl ik AR 6 . < i1 I &84

122 B Welsh Guards Bear Pacty .. vvviie il suns
Regimental Band

Wales and Arrmad FOrces Day ... iiiiciibmmm i e 88
KapaeTour ............. e )
Exercise Codkney Lark3 ... 51
Vo Tewr ... b .53

Rzglmentd Band Picture Parade e
Distribution of Officers ... ..
Distribution of Warrant Officers ... ...
Honours and Awards ... .

Battalion Events

st Bo Weleh Guards Rugby .oev.ceeoesevsrimnmni s
300 Cup 2009
Recruiting/Training ................c... ... .
Battalion Training/Operations

Operational Logisties in a Battle Group .
Alghanistan Picture Parade ...

Battlefield Tours

Normandy

Annivercsarny Toour 2009 e
Assoclation Events

395100 55V S (G, T
A Day At The Races
Imber Court

Assodation Dinner
W3 legt«/Rﬁunon Dinner ...
Welsh Guards Assodatlon Picture Paradoe .

Welsh Guards Association Golf
Guards DivCorps of Drums ...

i Rorth of England Branch

| ODgmareBranch ..

Individual Articles

Developing the Afghan Mational Aty ...,
A Plece of Regimental History
GallantHerces ...
&5th Annivarsay Of The Ub-eration Of Cagny
Echoes Of The 2nd Battalicn ., b by Ake
The Devices oNemmsner(ameRace

"¥isitto Heehtsd - Ogrore Branch
Flonda 2009 St Dadd's Day Banguet ..o,
Provendnce O The ColoUrS i

Haory Price 1909 <2000 e, it intas et e ok SRR
» CommomovatweSemethtMaw Clwrch

Rernembrance Sunday .

.92
93

Sth Anniversary Liberation of Hechis Swansea sl
| Theae Peaks Chalienge ...

AMedicsView ... s lviaagh I TR L
From Posting Grenades to Posmg lcalm-
Warrant Officers Uniform Change ..o ...
Wrexham Mesrarial

Alghanistan Recognition foeMedics ..o

Welsh Guards Collection ..

IEB & IJLB Association .. .. ...
Welsh Guards Association ... ... ..c.oowrimnon
Association Branch Reports

Aberdare Brandh ...
Cardif Brarch RELNIP A i

st Glamongan Brandh ..o e
Lianelli Branch

Lendon Branch ..o,
Merthyr Tydfd Branch ...
Mdiznds Brandh
fznmouthshireBrandh .
Mantgomenshire ang Sh'op;hlre 8rmch

North Wales Branch

o es ———

Pernbrokeshiing Branchy: < L
Swanseg anvd West Glamargan Banch

Welsh Guards Astociation Darts
and Shoots .

Welch Cuafds Assoa:bon AGM .......................................
Forecasts of Events 2010
In Remembrance ...

.9

i 97
100
)

102
103
104
105
"
14

- 16

113




WELSH GUARDS RECIMENTAL MAGAZINE

Foreword

by Colonel A | E Malcolm OBE
Regimental Lieutenant Colonel

media cowerage of their time there and you will haveall foliowed events there closely. The articles by the Companies and

others provide further insight nto whatwas undoubtedly a challenging, demanding but very successiul tour. Given this
coverage, | will only make three points on the Battalion's tour in Afghanistan, First, is to pay tribute to all ranks in the Battalion
for their exemplary tour and which has made us all proud to be Welsh Guardsmen. Second, to reiterate that we rightty pride
ourseves on being 3 close family and we have seen this in 50 many ways this year, not least in the support that has been
demonstrably given by the Asscaation and so many former Welsh Guardsmen. Third, the tour's success imevilabiy came at 3
price with the loss of five Welsh Guardsmen and others. For those families who have lost loved ones and to those that have
been injured we will continue to provide as much support as we can now, and in the future.

2 009 has of course been dominated by the Battalion's OP HERRICK 10 tour in Afghanistan, There has been widespread

This leads me onto the Welsh Guards Afghanistan Appeal. Thetarget is 3 £1 million and the Appea Is going well, not least
because of the splencid efforts of both senang and formar Welsh Guardsmen in ¢rganising and executing Fund raising everis.
I would ask that aside from the major events plannad in 2070, and which will be promulgated tr the Appeals Office in due
course, you conbinue to sugpart the Apped in any way you can notleast in spreading the word.

We must not forget other good wark and events n 2009, Our Recruiters in Wales have to be congratulated in exceeding their
overall recrusting targets and our training staff in Cattarck wha do so much in getting young Welsh Guardsmen past the pest
and into the Battalion. The Band continue to be an enormous success story and are much in dernand. They do a grea: deal
for the Regiment, not keast in fund raising for the Appzal and supporting the Battalion; they are fine Ambassadars for the
Regiment. OurAssocation flourishes in its various parts and another very successtul Battlefield Tour was hald in September
| am so gratzful o all who do so much to keep the Association alive and well. The Regimental website
{wavsw army,mod.uk/wekhguards) is now up and running, s much improved and continues t be a source of goad Information
on the Regiment.

2010 waill be 3 varied year, The Battakion will be focussing en training with 12 Mechanised Brigade but wil be in Wales in force
during March where Companies and the Band will march through a number of tawns

The Appeal will be a priority and of course, so much else wdll go on, Please noteSt David's Day with the Battalion in Aldershot
on Monday 1March. | have no doubt that 2010 will be another hugely successful year for the Battalicn and the wider Regiment.
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Foreword

By Lieutenant Colonel CK Antelme DSO
Commanding Officer

fghanistan was the focus when my predecessor wrote his foreward to this magazine 3 year agoe and he peedicted that

the Welsh Guards weuld 'step up to the considerable chalenge that it presents - as the Battalion has ahways denein

the past’. Lt Col Rupert Thorneloe was absolutely rightin predicting howr dificult the task was geing to be and also how
beilliantly the Welsh Guards would respond. He needed no crystal ball to werk this out, Firstly, he was wise enough to
understand the complexities of Afghanistan, Secondly he knew he could trust himself to draw the very best out of those
around him —which hedid in style. When | arrived In Belmand Prevince, binking in the sunlight, | faund 8 very siick Battie Group
Heasdquarters unperturbed by every imaginable friction and complication; yeung Welsh Guardsmen of eighteen diosded in
the highs and lows of combat and surging an; Officers, with and without commissions, i2ading from the front. In short, all was
wiell and much cedit for this lies wath Colonel Rupert.

As the Regimental Liswtanant Colonel has remarked in his foreword, many of you will be familiar with the story of cur tour and
the articles that follow will hopefully add both colour and context. Nevertheless, | would like to make some quick obsenvations.
Though the costwas high we firmiy believe the price worth paying Welsh Guardsmen stoed firmin thrae of the most intensely
dangerous and imgortant parts of Afghanistan: Sangin, Nad e Ali’Lashiar Gah District and Babaii. They fought with restraint
and precision to iImprove the fives of pecple tired of oppression and intimidation, Schoals, shops, roads, dinics and electricity
grew as a result of their efforts - elections though far from perfect ran in refative peace. Whatever the politics of the campaign.
the cowrages, humaour, resiience and selffess sacrifice of young British soldiers serve as an example to us all, There is mudh to
celebrate amongst the refiection and remembrance, as much laughter as there have been tears. Yet those wha are injured or
who have lost lowed ones are newer far from our thoughts and we theirfriends, aro with them wherever the road may lead.

Ower the next year we lock forward to rejoining 12 Mechanised Brigade and steadily dimbing the hill again back towards
operations in 2012 We will ease the joumey with some well-earned leave, adventure training and sport - we aim to enjoy
ourseives,

Finally, and on behalf of the Battation, |want to thank the wider Regimental family for the incradible suppart given to us all over
the last manths, It really is much appreciated,

We ziso owe a debtof grattude to Lt {ol Doug Chalmers, (0 2PWRR who briftantly and lightly held the tiller between Welsh
Guards Commanding Officers.
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Y Ddraig Goch Ddyry Cychwyn
: The Red Dragon Gives a Lead

By Lt Harris DJL Second in Command

exceptionslly busy period for Tha Prince of Wales's

The last twelve months has proved to be yet another

Company following the Battalion move to Aldershot as
part of 19 Light Brigade, Since returning from summer leave
the company has been on exerdse with the US Army in
Germany, successfully retained the 300 Cup, undergone an
intense package of Pre-Deployment Training and completed an
arduous operational tour in Helmand Province, Afghanistan.
Now back in the UK, the company Is locking ferward to a
generous period of Post-Operational Tour Leave before it
returns to Face 2010 suitably refreshed and full of gusto.

September  heralded  the
begnning of an intense pariod
of Pre-Deployment Training
PDT) and a shift in focus away
fram ceremonial dubes back to
‘green scldiering'in greparaben
for the campany’s deplayment
to Afghanstan ¢n Herrick 10,
The Ffirst rung on the
ceerstonal trainhg Bdder saw
the Battalion deployed at very
shart notice to Germany on
Exercives SAVARIAN DRAGON
and COCPERATIVESHRIT.

Exercse  BAVARIAN DRAGON
was a Battalion led fleld firing
package on  Grafenweehr
ranges headed vp by Welsh
Guards personnel. Progressing

from individual pairs fire and
manoceuyre to company group
attacks, the gradual transition
allowed the Guardsman and
commanders to gain
confiderce and re-scquaint
thamsahes with the basics such
as medical traimng, mine
awareness  and  low-level
patrclling.  The  Company
Cornmander's penchant for
bursts of early moming FT,
however, proved slightly less
appesing

The exercise was extremely
renarding ang provided the
company with the oppartunity
to hone our skills and develop
& a unit before rning our

1ST BATTALION WELSH GUARDS
THE PRINCE OF WALES'S COMPANY

to  COOPERATIVE
SPIRIT. Ran by the US loirt
Mukinaticnal Readiness Centre

stentvon

in Hehenfels, the combat
training exercise was designed
1o testinter-cperabiity among
the American, 8ntish Canadian,
Australan and New Jealand
Armnies  (ABCA) Maore
specifically, # sought to train
and test the varius urits in 3
Couwnter-Irsurgency  (CDIN)
based, Alghanistan
envircnment  and  establish
whether we were ready w

operate  coledlively in a
combined  arms  Formation
raniest

Torducted m the field, under
stressful barlefield cordstions
complete with a sophisticated
oppo=ng force and cviians on
the battlefield, the thres-weet
exercEe was monitored and

gssessed by LS Army Training
Teamrs. With their mirrored
sunglasses, chewing tobacco
and straight tak, our
Timberwolf’ mentars pravidad
the company with excelient
advice bome out of recent
operational experencesin both
Iraq and Afghanistan

After  Action Rawews
canducted after each serlal to
astablish those spects the
company would ‘sustain’ or
mprove' 35 we atempted o
quell gromdng unrest in aur
pancipal  wboan  Area  of
Responsibdty |AD), Jalalabad
Such reviews would often result
In & cacophony as these of the
Mid-West met the boys of Mid-
Merthyr, Despite the small-scake
dxh  of omlisations’ our
mentors cewdoped a3 real

affection for the Jambays even

wiere

ntless, unforgiving affair,

atch was finally won in the
dying minutes, as The Prince of
Wales's Company proudly

retained the 300 Cup fort
third year running. 5
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dropping the  oocasional,
dright,  bud,”  io  their
ctherwise rather robotic de-
brefs,

As the exertise drew to a coze.
the company had overcome 2
myriad of counterinsurgency
based challenges ranging from
engagements  with  village
elders, mayors and poice cheefs
to conventional attacks onto
known insurgent firing poets.
Exercise COOPERATIVE SPIRIT
undeubtedly squipped us with
asoundbascunderstanding of
COIN  operations and the
oppartunity o foster 3 real
esprit de corps that served us
well over the next 6 maonths of
POT,

Returning o Aldershot, the
company then found iself
scattered far and wide as we
embuarked uoon a concentrated
trainng cowle in order to
fernilarise ourselves with the
new operstional equipment
acquired as part of the Urgent
Operaticnal Requirement{UCR)
process. In addiion to the stock
Team Medic and  Signals
caurses, the guardsmen found

1ST BATTALION WELSH GUARDS
THE PRINCE OF WALES'S COMPANY

themsehes eaming how t©
operate the Heavy Machine Gun
(HMCG). Grensde Machine Gun
(GMG). Combat Shotgun ard
G0mm Martar anong a raft of
other weapons, Meanwhie, the
command element headed 1o
the homre of 2 RIFLES In
Baliykinder, Northern Irefand 1o
undertake the Tactcal
Lommandors’ Cadre as part of
19 Light Brigade’s conceptual
preparation for Herrick 10. This
proved to be an extracedinariy
hectic penad for the compary.
with Company Sergeant Majer
lenes 27 adritly managing the
inevitable chaos that ersued.

After 3 quick stage change, the
company wera quikk to don
ther rughy boots and insert
gum shields in preparstion for
the 300 Cup. A strong squad
marshalled ably by Sqt Wilkamrs
205, pawered through our first
three matches agairst Sugport
Compeny, Twe Company and
Headquarter Company with
notabde performances from
LSqgt Dwyer and Lpls Devine
and Qaimun The seming
backlinz quartet of Lt Fnnegan,
Major Harris, Lt Harrls and 2Ut

fenton proved & delght to
walch & itgracefully carvid up
the Two Company defensive ine
timeand again

Faving lostto Three Company in
qualfying. wethan squared off
pgaininthe final played n front
of a partsan crowd at Ulke
Rarracks A relentless,
unforgiving affalr, the mauh
wias finally wen In the dying
minutes asThePrinceof Waks's
Cormpany provdly retained the
300 Cup for the third year

rvnning. What's maore.  the
Piayers’ Player Award went to
Sot Parry 19 who  was

reminiscent of 3 young, leaping
Welsh salmon follawing some

epc performances In the
second raw. Riding high on the
crest of the 300 Cup wave, the
company then dispersed for
Christmas Leave

At the st of January the
company formed up In eamest
ready to begin the final stages
of the Battalion's PDT package,
replote with a newly qualified
team of multi-role specislists
and Fire SupportGroup 1{FSG1)
under the solidteus stowardshio
of Lt Richards and Sqt Boda. Wa
then doployed to the Thetford
training (STANTA) @
complete cur Confirmatary Final
Exercise (CFX)  Under the
watchful  gaze  of the

area

fter.one particularly heavy
engagement, Gdsm Anderson
returned back to Argyll to
discover that a round had
actually passed through his:

day-sack!

nam
n‘.'i_,‘l —
y B

e —
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Operational Mentoring  and
Tactical Agvisory Team (QPTAG],
we were given the coportunity
to prepare and defend a static
Forward Operating Base {FOB)
location and conduct a number
of complex comparvy attacks
ento prepared enemy pesitions

Taking on board the leswans
laamt, the company then raced
up to Otterburn, Novthumbiria
to begin the Combined Arms
Live Firng Exercise (CALFEX), In
spite of the snow, the exercise
allowed the company to
conduct realiszic lve field firing
with the use Close Ar Support,
105mm artllary and Scimitas
srmaured vehides which was to
prove an irvaluatle experience
thes summer. Finally, February
markad the start of the three-
week long Mission Rehearsal
Exercise (MRX) on Salisbury
Flan, arather bleak affar full of
bizzards and snow  dnfts.
Nevertheless, the actess o an
yrban/rural training
erwvranment  afforded  the
guardsmen and commanders
alike aur last opportunky &5 e

1ST BATTALION WELSH GUARDS
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company t© confirm and
sharpen our new skills before
the leuchar's Cup and
deplayment to Afghanistan

In March, 1 Platogn, 2 Platoon
ard FSG1 readied themiehes
for the Battsion's annual inter-
péatnon patmolling compettion
the Leuchar’s Cup. This wes
carelully tallored to test the
Afghanistan-forusad  Tactics,
Techniques and  Procedures
(TTPs) that had been taught
during the POT. After some
respectabie performances, the
company Frished mid-table
despke LCpl Jones 89 winning
BeszShotand Gdsm Johnson 16
revealing a fine grasp of
colloquial Pashiun

After seven months of intensive
PET, the Battalion deployed to
Camp  Basticn,  Helmand
Province arriving on April dth
Aftera quick Familiarisation, the
company jumped feet first into
the Recepton Staging and
Ormwvard  Integration  (ROY)
packege marvelling at the
wreight of our new Ospray body
armour, the intensity of the

midday sun and the scale of the
portions In the cookhouse
Under the supervisan of the
Royal Tank Regiment and the
foyal Engineers, we were able
D re-zero our weapans, re
tonfigure our parsonal kit and
famiiarise ourselves with the
atest mine/IED detection and
clearance dnlis.

serrick 10 was to become 2 towr
of two halves for the Jambays:
the firsthalf being very much an
offensive battla at comgarry and
platcan
manoauvre oner s large A0. The
sacond ha¥ saw the company
fighting Fom several static
lacations with fower defibarate

leval Inveling

COMpany oparations.  The
company woukd éeventually taka
over or establsh 13 diffarent
lccations aoross tha  Weish

Guards Battlegroup AG

The Prince of Wales's Company
viere given
responsibility for Nad-e Al
Narth, based ot of Patrol Bases
(PB) Argy® in the District Centre
|0C) and P8 Pimon 1o the North-
Wast, Al a kinetic level, thig
mears  protecting the 0OC
keeping the Forwaed Lhe of
Erermy Troops (FLET) away from

nitially

the main population centres
and maintaning route security
lor the many Combat Logestics
Patrols (L) required to keep

Fortunately, at the time

of impact, he was bending
down stealing food from
Gdsm Evans 35’s ration box,
Who said that crime

doesn’t pay?!
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the Weksh Guards Baitlegroup
goirg. This pericd  was
characterised by a number of
company operations, namely,
the ‘Pwunch  Odrzig” and
'Ddrasg Shura” senes designed
to generate o =enzse of purpose
and progression

Additicnally, the compary had a
key role in supporting the local
Governmert of the Islamic
Republic  of Afghanistan’s
{GIRCGA) nirastructure workng
closely alangside the Afghan
National Secunity Forcas (ANSF)
and ladiitaling  'shuyras’
{meetings) between key figures
m the local government, ANSF,
NATO's ISAF and the Provindgal
Reconstruction Team (PRT)

As 1 Patoon and FEG1 operated
from the man company
location at PB Argl, 2 Platoon
feund themselves occupyng an
isclated PB 6km to the North-
Viest unzer Lt Marmis and Sgt
Parry 700. Within a few days,
Gdsm Parry 26 revealed himsaif
to b2 a DIY guru manipudatsg
the large TIGERS stan of the
Princess of Wales's Royal
Reghment irto a "IWG banner

1STBATTALION WELSH GUARDS
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that could be sean Far and wide,
After a month and a number of
inCreasingly nasty engagements
with the enemy, the platcon
were reunited with their brother
lamboys in PB Argyll a: an
Estonian Commparty In armounad
vehides took aver the kocabon

in the DC, FSG1 and 1 Plateon
under Lt Fenton and Sqt Parry 19
played a wtal rok as part of the
Praunch Ddrasg wrge
sperations to push the enemy
vadk Aft=r one particularly
heavy engogement,  Gdsm
Anderson returned back to
Argyit to discaver that a round
had actually passad through his
day-sack! By late June the
compary had carried out 8
Pwunch Dovaig operations and
created & significant secunty
bubble around the DC and
beyond. Durlng this time we
were aka involved in a number
of mpertant Battiegroup-minus
operations, induding the Shin
Kalsy and Khowshal Kalay
shuras which effectively dlowed
the lacal District Govermor (DG)
o address his constiuents and
haar their cancems as part ol »
wider nflyence pece,

Wath the company greup
complete, we twned our
attercian o Zarghun Kalay a
towwn to the North-Eascof the DC
where [he enemy enjoyed

comglete freedam of
maowvement,  Operation Tor
Hajdar' was submequently

lymched to dear the town and
ectablish a Check Point {CP) to
tha North in order to prevent the
enermy from re-infitrating, As 1
and 2 Platoon  took
réspective positions on the Line
of Departure (LD). F5G1
provided security
occupying the centre of the
town with ements of the Light
Dragoons and FSG2 acting 35 3
recca screen. Having ceared the
town 3 erous charm offensive
was waged flavoured by the
dolfar to persuade 2 local
national to giveup 3 partcularty
well placed compound. Shortly
after, CPKhwday Noor was born

1 Platoon moved into their new
heme Immedistely thereafter
and excelled asthey weregiven
a hastle three week-Song
reception by the eremy as they
saught to re-gain the ground
we had driven them from,

thoir

rear

The company then prepared
®sell o ks role in Operation
Parcha Palang {Fanther’s Caw,
part of 3 wier Brigade-level
affenswve o cear the enemy oot
of key areas priod to the national
eledtions on August 20th. This
invoived handng over the
respordibiity of Nad-e NiDCto R
Comparry, 4 RIFLES. On the 25th
e thecompary moved rarth
by vehide to Chahee Anjir and
meved  straight into an ol
disusad American development
buiding within ar mdustrial
complex litt2red with
abandoned Soviet vehicdes, This
location would bacome known
as PB Shazad afer the Pashitun
woed for Prince’,

Dperation Panchai Palang saw
tha compary being polled in
two divections, split betwean the
brigade’s mission to secuee the
canal and the Commanding
Dificer’s desire to exert control
and influence over the prza in
the north,” the town of Chah-e
Anjr. from PB Shazad, 1and 2
Plaloon punched out easl,
denying the enemy a numnber of
vital grossing points over the
Shamalan Canal In kne with the
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brigade's ntent. Whie 1 Platoon
occupled 3 vital junction at the
foot of the caral krnawr a3
Yellow W' 7 Platcon fought
hard to take and establich CPe 11
and Y furthor to the north, FSG1
then arrived In their jackal
vehvcles to baster our presence
oa the coamal and assume the
counter-lED task

it was during this teme that
Gden  Hopkinson  narrowly
avoided serlous Injry as an
anemy Rocked-Propelled
Grenade struck his  Jacka
Fortunatel, at the btme of
mpact. he was bending down
steabng food from Gdsm Evans
35's ration box. Who saad that

crime doasn't pay 7!

Billed mitially as a two weet
mision, the company woukl
avantually hod the {Ps for the
twe and a hat manths ofton n
extramaly austens conclitions, By
mad-August, the forthcoming
chosure of CP9 and the addtion
of 3 moltiple froom 3 YORKS,
allowed the company tore-rock
and foous on its second task the
physical  and  conceptual
desarce of Chah-e &njir As the
national election day bhomed,
the company mobdisad itsef for
what ‘would mevitably be 2
difficult day as the enamy
resclved o dsrupt the voting
process. Sure enough, come

A G xtatic in the (7 aheanang hs ancs

1ST BATTALION WELSH GUARDS
THE PRINCE OF WALES'S COMPANY

election day, the compary was
engaged In Ffteen separate
ontacts with the enemy bul
managed o provide e
required security to alkyw up to
X Afghans to vate.

Having effectively bulad the
anermy out of town, we setabout
crRating a 'ring of steel’ around
the man populstion centre
comprised of 3 number of small
CPs. These included The School
CP''Ave Tarks, Yellow 12 and
Campound 23 manred pindy

by jambay multiples and ANSF
Using thesa locations the
company sought to keep the
enemy out of the town, whilst
persvading the local nationals
that we werz the good guys
This twiminsted In the opening
of a schodl in Chah-e Angr and
edded weight o the Compeany

Commander’'s much  used

maxim everybody love
everybody'On  the  30th

Septernber, The Prince of Wales's
Company handed aver
responsibility for Chah-e Anjrto
Inkerman Comparyy, st

pattabion Grenadier Guords

Finally, the compary remembers
the friends and family of Private
Johin Brackpool who was Killad
in Action at CP9 on the Sth July
ana pays tnbute to the courage

of thase Woundad in Action

50 pared n S Kooy
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Maj HGC Bettinson LCp! TM Nuku Gdsm T Hodgkinson COLDM GDS
Capt CJW Lambe LCpl CP Pheasey | Gdsm ST Howells
Lt OG James LCpl K Simmons (CG) Gdsm DJP Hughes 34

Lt ML Evison I.CDISMI Gdsm Hughes 29

Lt C Fraser-Sampson Gdsm Hurrell
2Lt C Beare Gdsm TP James

2Lt M Simpson | Gdsm A Jenkins 46

W02 MPTopps ‘ Gdsm AK Jones 08

CSgt D McCabe Gdem SB Jones 10
€Sgt JG Jenkinson : . Gdsm E Kemp
CSgt AM Brown 16 Gdsm CK King COLDM GDS
CSgt B Proudtoot Gdsm TRT Knill

Sgt MP R—Buddov

Ml Storrs COLDM GDS

LCp! N Griffithe 34 Gdsm SLTaylor 31
LCpl TA Hiscock Gdsm AAE Thomas 22
LCpl GT Hillard Gdsm KR Thomas 58

LCpl Gl Lucas Gdsm LTucker 73
LCpI R Jones 09 Gdsm BR Tucker 37
LCpl WP Lewis 88 Gdsm S Williams 07

LCpl S Marsh Dmr C) Williams 22

LCp! € Morgan 65 Gdsm AJ Hobbs | Gdsm G Woosnam
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NUMBER TWO COMPANY

Gwryr Yays ¥V Cedryn
The Men of the Island of the Mighty

Number Two Company
OCT 2008 - OCT 2009

he past year for Number Two Company has been fast-
paced, challenging and varied. In short our feet have

barely touched the ground!

On  returning  from  the
muitinational  Exercse  CO-
QPERATIVESPRIT in Germary n
Ocober 2008 we quickly moved
nto the high tempe world of
pre-deployment traning with
ndividuals sent all over the
country tolearn such things as:
close quartes combat how new
veheles were drven  and
corrmanded. how nex wespon
systems aparated,
communicating In Pashtu and
ntelligence reporting.  Those
not &N Courses were cccupied
with in-house training on new
1actics and procedures and @
steady build up of persanal
fitmess. We also mada the most
of the Battaliea-run range
program In Ash. Lydd and
Warcop ranges, with e
Guardsmen taking take part i
comprehensive shoots  with

SABO, LMG. GPIG, GMG and
HMG.

As we entered 2009 Nunber
Two Company was standng at
three Rifle Matoons (4 Platoon, S
Platoon and 7 Plstoan, the latter
having recently come across to
us  from Number Thrae
Company), as well as Fre
Suppart Group Ywo (3 mxture
ol the AntiTark Platoon and
Machine Gun Matoon)

The rewcomers from Number
Three Company and Support
Company  were  quickly
walcomed into the Number Two
Comgany Group fold, Indeed
no oonsr had we come back
frorm the Christmas break, we
ware haadng Into a near month
of exercises designed
continue our traming. giving us
the oppormunity o put N

Fuenber Tuo Company Groun, #5900 g Gamp 85N Aee (9

pracise that which we had
kamt dunng the laer half ¢f
2008 and 1o confirm that we
wera now ready to deploy on
operations In Afghanistan. We
travelled the lergth ana
bresdth of the country from the
Confirmatory Exerase (CFX) in
Thetford, to the Combinad Arms
Lve Firing Exercise (CALFEX) up
in Ceterburn, and finally 1o the
Massion  Rebearsal  Exercise
MRX) an Salissury Flain

\With the major pee-deplayment
exercises now over, February
and March zaw us take some
wall esrned pre-deployment
leave, whist also continwing
with aur training to maintain
and improve upon al the skills

that we had picked up ard the
Sandard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) that we had developed.
ndeed In March the Battalion's
Inser-Fatoon competition, the
Leuchars Cup, took pace with
the wvery aim of testing
competitors in 3 renge of skils
pertinent o operations n
Afghanistan. from First Aid,
Cultural Awareness and the
conduct of Oo BARMA, to Fitness
and Shooting, Numrber Two
Company enterad 4 Platcon, 7
Platoon and FSG 2 (5 Platoon
having boen sadly lest in the
rashuffle Following the short-
natice resumection of Number
Nine Company), with FSG 2
prowing the evertual vanners by
somemargin.

d-April the time for
training was over and it was
finally time for us to deploy to
Afghanistan on Operation

HERRICK 10.

))
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time  for

By mic-Agril
training was aver and & was
finally time for us to deploy to

the

Afghanistan on  Operatian
HERRICK 10. On 14th April 2009
Rumber Two Company Group
toak off from RAF Brize Norton
bound for Camp Bastion,
Helmand Province.

On arriving 0 theatre we
moved straight Into our RSOI
{Raception,  Staging  and
Onwards Integration) phase
comprising a minimun of faur
days In-theatre training to
dephoying onto the ground
Number Two Company Group
was tasked with occupying the
Nad-e-&  [South) Area of
Operatiens (AD) within Battle
Group Centre Sooth. Prior to
fiing out to theatre we were
anticpating having to hold just
two locations, namely Patrol
Base [PB) SILAB and PB TANDA
Howrever by Day 3 of RS0 that
situalion changed as we found
ourselves hawving to man an

.":# C <

additional two locatiors in the
form of Check Point {CPY
PARAANG ard (P HAN ALEM
With B5CX Traming completa
and after 2 quick re-crbat to re-
form & Platoon in light of thesa
extra two locations, Number
Two Compary flew out from
Camp Bastion to take over from
the man of the Princess of
Walkes's Royal Regiment whe
were holding these FBs and CPs.
That 15, all except F5G 2 whe
altey waiting behind . Camp
Bastion wo taks over and prepare
ther JACKAL mobility vehides,
drove out the gates and across
the desert to link up with the
Company in PBSELAB. Number
Two Company Group was now
fully depleyed on the gmund.

Nad-E-Ali  {South} was 2
relatively large region for a
Company AD. It was @
pridominantly Flat area of the
Green Zore. Interspersed with
canals, Irrigation ditches, tree
lires, fiekds of poppy and wheat,

Mastis nocwvmvng Baxk i P8 AT

lene compaunds, compound
dusters ang kalyys (villages). As
such it afforded good arcs of fire
onto ISAF kocations, as well a3
500d cover for the insurgents.

At the south of our AD, housing
4 Platcon and a Troop of Royal
Artitlery, was PB  TANDA
approimately Bkm from the
other Two Company locations.
Further north and on the
western edge of the Company'’s
AD, where the desert met the
Green Zone, was PBSIAB which
housed Company Headquarters,

the FSG in their JACKALs, and
later on, once they had arrived,
the Recco Platoan and the
MASTIFF Group. Roughly 2km
east of PB SILAB was the vilage
of KHOWIHMAL KALAY and its
apperoximate 2000 habitants

Sitting an the southern edge of
thevillage was CP PARAARG and
6 Platoon, Iceally situated
influence the focal natianals in
the village to thz north and
taka the fight to the Inturgents
to the south and west

Appravrmately 2km further east
again was CF HAH ALEM and 7
Flatoon. Housed in a substantial
fort that had formerly belonged
10 2 lotal drug lord, the men of 7
Flatoon scught to dominate the
ares around them, despite
peng surrounded by the epamry
on o sdes. Although PATANDA
wias collapsed after six weeks
with some of the men of 4
Platoon redigributed amangst
the other three locations. the
Company remained stretrhed
& tpicked up an addtional task
of providing MOG dismaunts for
the Barle Groug's VIKING
vehicles

Qur time in Nad-a-Ali (Scuth)
wias an extremely kinatic one for
3% locations - very quickly evory
Guardsman knew the
compounds and enemy firing
points  surounding  ther
paticudar Patrol Base or Chedk
Point ke the back of their hand.
Before long everyone had ther

Whilst clearing one
ound at the side of the

Canal, he threw an L109 HE
grenade but crucially for
to remove the safety clip

beforehand!
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own parsonal war stooes and
dits! As well a5 tha Inevitable
threat of small arms fire, there
was  alse a  sgnificant
Impeovisad Explosye  Device
(1ED) presence in NDMS), which
made & increasingly difficult ta
resupaly bath PRSILAB and the
outlying locations, Ve were
qreatly restricted In the routes
that we could take owirg to the
size of our wehicies and thers
heng very few placas to ross
the proeninent canals in the AD.
Thewulnerable points of Green
1, Green 4 and Creen S quickly
becama il too familiar to all
concernad, and particulany to
the FSG and MASTIFF Group.

dut it wasn’t all kinetic action,

Under the Quartermaster
Technical  Capt  Harman,
Number Two  Compary

conducted a well develeped
influence program to bring the
loca! naticnals on-side. Weheld
numerous shurgs, rebulit the
ordge at Green 4 and provsded
medical assistance (o those in

the local ares who reguared (L

After two and 2 half months in
Kad-a-All [South) we wers
informed that we were to be
handing ower the AD to B
Compary, 4 RIFLES and moving
north to take part n 19 (L)
Brigade’s summer affensive,
Operation PANCHA! PALANG
[Panther's Claw), And 50 on
23nd June 2009 we handad
ower PESILAB and CPs PARAANG
and HAJl ALEM (o the Rilemen
and moved bak o Camp
Bastion for Jbhrs  bottle
preparation, prior to launching
on the next phase of cur four

On 25th june the Company
main body drove out from
Camp Bastion to the newly-buik
FOB SHAWQAT, Rollowed the
next day by & and 7 Plstoons
wiho flew out there by Support
Helicopter, Once the Compeny
Croup was complete, we were
ready to step off and mave
neeth up the SEAMALAN Canal,
Our role was tomove naeth in a

Fire Samport Grouo Fvo

mixure of MASTIFF, RIDGEBACK
and VIKING vehicles, to link up
with two Troops of CYR(T),
before echeloning through the
Prince of Wales's Comgany w
dear our way north up the
western side of the Canal from
{rossing Foint 10te 3. We wers
to hoki some Crossing Points by
way of a physical presence on
thegreurd, and destroy ordeny
the others by maans of the
Royal Enginsers who wera
attached to us for this phase of
the operation, We were
sventually Bnk up with B
Company, 3 SCOTS wha warg

'l /I.«

r'@v*

holding the northern tp of the
Canal before conducting = Rebef
In Place RiP) with tham,

By the 4th July Kumbe- Twa
Company had achieved s
missian, bue net without & few
setbacks and challenges along
the way: the Company Second-
InComman, Capt Lambe, was
shat i the leg; 2 VIKING carmying
9 rmembers of the Recce Plateon
slipped off the road ard into the
SHAMALAN Canal.  Amazingly
and thardfully they all surveed
ekewhere 5 RIDGEBACK caught
fire. while another hung
precaricusly over the edge of
the Canal, Thesa incidents all
acourred 298in%: the
background  of  repelling
multiple zattacks from the
nsurgents an 3 daily basss. As
the Compary Commander. it
was humbling to ses that
aespite  all thess setbacks,
including the trage foss of the
Cormmmanding Officer, the Men
of the island of the Mighoy
remeined poskive a5 we kept
dearngnorth along the Canal

Some howewer clearsd better
than others. LSgt Baines
returned to his old Company on
4 bnef attachment from
nstructing  recruits &t (1C
Catterick. Whist dearing ane
compound at the side of the
Canal he threw an L10% HE
grenade but crucially forgot to
remaove the safety clip
beforghand|

ime local nationals were

' grow‘lng in confidence both in
themselves and in our abllm/ t.o

protect them.

\Q .—

w
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8y last light on the dth Joly
Number Two Compeny had
cleared north  along  the
SHAMALAN Canal from Crossing
Palnt 10 and conductad ks RiP
with B Company, ¥ SCOTS.
Crossing Paints 7 and 1 were
controlled by 7 Platocon and 6
Platoon rezpectivaly, with all
other cressing paints eher
destroyed or denied by the
Sappers, lompary Headguarnars,
the Recce Platcon and the
MASTIFF Group were settled
ino what was to become
Imerim Operating Base {I0B)
WaHID.

Nurmder Two Company thus
formed the northowestern
ekment of the 19 (Lt] Brgade
BLOCK that helped to make the
CHAR-E-ANIIR Triangfe a “gated
conmunty”, & the  Light
Dragoon Battle Group moved
from our noth-east south then
west to CLEAR the area of
INSUrgents.

In this new AQ the predoeninant

NUMBER TWO COMPANY

threat was from IEDs (partioutarly
along the SHAMALAN Canal|, Al
lotations  regularly  received
small arms fire from insurgents
and 108 WAHID come under
dasa scriting from a sniper taam
that was quickly countersd by
OUF O SHipers. Similarly doem
at (rogsing Faint 7, Number 7
Mlatoon wene under regqudar and
haavy contad from Irsurgent
forcas. They fred over 20 Guded
Mutti Launch Rockets in reply.

The cays surrounding the
Afghanistan Presydantial
Hedion (20th Auwgust) were
particiiarly kinetic. Crassing
faint One was contaced sk
timez on the 19th Adugust and
Crozsing Point 7 fise thvess on the
day itself. Do TOR |AZIRA 3, one
of o series of Company surge
operations, was mauntad on the
day of the Election in ¢rder to
Pron ke greater security to bcal
Rationals 2s they went 10 we
Unfortumately an  extremely
effective terror campagn by the
insurgents meant that the vast

majorey of Jocals feared vicous
reprisals if they were caught
travedling o a poling statien,
and 5o they stayed at home

The mam eventfor Mumber Two
Comparry  follovding  the
electicns was  Op  TOR
SAHAKATCHA |, Phase | of the
operation was the collapse of
Check Point 7. k started with a
FEINT Ly the Estorvan Compary
m thewest before Number Two
Compary deared the route
south to 7 Platcon, with a
vielcame boast of 132 men from
A Company, 3 SCOTS Phase 2
saw the re-numberng of 7
Platoon to £ Platoon ard the
estatlishment of a new Chadk
Paint for them in the LUY
MANDAH Bazasr in the east of
our &0. A signdficant numberof
IEDs were found in the vicinity of
the Bazaar that would prove to
be the prinapal threat facng 4
Matoon for the rernainder of
their brme m theatre. The extent
of the ED threat was sadly
Camnonsirated awares the end

6 Pawinen potvm! Moo Kcwsbha Koty

of the tour when the Recce
Matoon moved through the
Bazaars the &arly hours as part
of & preliminary operation to
(LEAR the adjoining LUY

MANDAH  Kalay. Thel
nierprotor unfortenately

straved off the cleared route
and stepped on an 1ED. Howas
tilled in tha blast and the Racce
Platoon  Commander, (ape
Spencer Smith, suffered 3
shrapnel  wownd to  the
sheukder

Messwrhile cut to the west,
folfowing the closure of Chedk
Point 7 insurgents had begun
o focus their attacks an &
Flatoon at Crassing Point 1. In
addmon ta small arms fira the
Insurgents tried to fight on their
terms by continuing to tay IEDs
dlong any rowe that they
thought we might take. This
made for a tough period for 6
Platoon, howewer they fulfifed
their roke of disnupting nsurgent
freadom of movement across
the northern end of the
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SHOMALAN {anal and made a
nunber of arrests that were
successfully followed up by
other ISAF elements,

Similarly o NDA(S), our time in
the LUY MARCAH AD was notall
aboutkireticacton Indeed the
Influence plece was becoming
increasingly mora prominent as
we bagan to win the security
hattle. Wea hald regular shuras.
incduding ane at Check Point 710
which over 30 local nationats
ttmed up. We 3l
implemented “Cash for Work”
schemes,  which  ncluded
oaring local nationals to deard
kms of stream seuth of the
Bazaar, thereby impraving the
water  Irrigation  to  the
surrounding fields, Owertime
local nationals were grawing n
conficence bath in themseives
and In our ability to protect
them, and a few shopkeepers
had begun o express a
willirgness to re<open their
shopsin the Bazaar.

Ve handed over the LUY
MANDAH AC to Number Twa
Company, 15t Bn Grenadier
Guardgs at a pivotal moment,
Enemy forces were makig
concerted efforts to scunperour
hard work, particularly through

NUMBERTWO COMPANY

Future Guonmnan
thesr continued use of IEDs and
scare tactics on the lecal
ropulace, Haowever we were
simiarky baginning to see skns
that the influence battle was
there to ba won,

The resolve of the Compery has
been tsted throughout the
towr. LtEvison was hit by smal
arms on a patrol near (P KA
ALEM on Sth May and later died
of his wounds, Gdsm King
{OLOM GDS was killed in an IED
on the SHAMALAN Canal on
22nd July. Bath these men wil
never be forgotten and live on n
our hearts. Our thoughts and
pravers remain with  their
famikes, along with the other 26
members of the Company who
have baan injured.

R has been a long year for
Number Two Company, and the
early days ol pre-deployrment
traning certalnly ssem a long
wary off now, This was 3 lengthy
and challenging tour, but one
that we have conducted with
determnation and
professonalism We have
enjoyec a considerable degree
of success and pre rightly
provd of what we have
achieved. We remain The Men
of the Island of the Mighty.

CEM GO VCPHAYA L

Gatarn Gricaoy Fatalict, Ry Xing & Tocke 37 n OF R4F
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Gadrn Ntk 37, fomtomn. Uovess 58 Mool Thomas 58.4nd |
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vt Mstkacials . ) - b
Loca fhatanak errwneg & ot frw Dt Doy’

Lr Evinga in CP AN ALEM {1 Froese-Sormyon v P TAWM

Moy Battvison aved W Sierndale - Pannast Wemters of 6 Bovoon
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WMearnbers of F5G 2 in 08 WD Message rumour 3 STOVS (oWases after (o BN B4

G GG 96 conplictyag Miroon Sevpear's aro Ca Moy




WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL M

Yy,

UL

INE
INE

NUMBER THREE COMPANY

Maj Stone
Capt Spry
Capt Dunlep
Capt Stanning
Capt Dennien
Capt Harrison
Capt McVey

Sgt Hollingsworth
SgtParkin

SgtWatling |

LSgt Lewis 54
LSgt Ratcliffe
LSgt Rowlands 39
Cpl Astill
Cpl Jones

 Pte)VRensberg

Cpl Williams
Cpl Stocker
Cpl Watt
Cpl Twiggs
Cpl Carter
LCpl Crabb

Pre Murray |

Pre Parkin

. Pte Sterling
* Pte Stevenson
Pte Windsor
Fus Evans
Rfn Gane
Rfn Horrocks

Fy Nuw, Fy Ngwlad, Fy Mrenin
My God, My Land, My King

training that Number I Company's role on Op HERRICK 10

It becama apparent early during our pre-deployment

would be an interesting and domanding one. This role was
as a2 Company Operational Mentoring Uaison Team (OMLT).
There was already some experience of this role within the
Battalion from previous HERRICK tours: Maj Corbet-Burcher,
Capt Pridmore, Lt Charles-Jones, Lt Okslowski and Sgt Geen
had all deployed as mentors within the previous two years,

The heart of the {ompany was

Number

from 3 Company
howeser, due Lo the nature o
the task, there was a heavy
requirement for officers and
SNCDs and we ware backflled
from 2 rumber of differere
infantry Eegiments including
the Coldstream Guards, the
Yorkshire Regiment. the Royal
Regment of Scotand. the
Merzian Ragiment ard, farsame
armoured style, the Roval Tank
Regiment, Of course we also
nad good repressntation from
the Royal Army Medical Corps.
AN members of the Company
were, of courde, given honorary
ifetime membesship as 'Litthe
ror Men' though many were
not as shart and drama-prene
a5 you might exgect fram this
Lompany!

Qur missian, in simple terrme,
was to 'mentor, train and fight

2nd  Kandak
This Kandak
Brizish Infantry

strucure: o

alongside the
{Battalion).
mimoreg 2
Battakon in
Liettenant Colonel o command
a Regimental Sergeant Major
three Rifle Companies, 2 Heawy
Weagons Company
Headguarter Comparry. k was
appraximately 400 in strength,
aithough
absentees It skould be nearer
600 their absentee problem is
mare sigraficant than the British
Arrryy. e knvew before arriving
that the Kandak had a good
reputation and was proficient,
principaly due o 2 very grong
commanding officer Lisutanant
Colorel Wadoed,

and o

if it was not for

éa man of
Russian education and twenty-
five years op=réianal
experience, It was a source of
condern to Company
Headquarters that with such

experience acnoss the Kandak,

CSW Ssthein

Sgt desers 54
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what on earth could we teach
them? Added to this, we were
to be the Kandak's tenth set of
mentors and therawas a worry
that they would see us and
think. ‘here we ago again,
another set of Erits with their
good dess”

PDY was eoffectve and we
deployed on a Combined Field
Exercise (CFX) in STANTA, 3
Combined Arms Live Firing
Exercise {CALFEX} in Ceterburn
and finaly 8 Missian Rehearsal
Exercise (MRX) on Salisbury
Pain. Havsng completed BATUS
and Germany 2 few months
presqously we felt well prepared
for our POT exercses and we
were very familar with packing
our kit! The exardses and the
Company Commander’s recce
{0 theatre allowed us to Become
more famillar with the task
ahead and, oy talking to those
that had just retumed, it
seerned (hat the task we had of
operating with the Alghan
Naticnal Army (ANA) was gaing
to be interesting, excting and
potentially very rewarding, We

NUMBER THREE COMPANY

Coor Edword doves 36
were task organised to 2
MERCIAN (12 Eattabicn, The
Worcester and - Sherwcod
Foresters in old speck). Whilst it
was 5ad to leaen that we would
De away from the Battalion for
the tour, we knew that we
WUl De in safe hards under a
Batialion that was hestorically
kncwnas the ' The Guards of the
Une’, We were Immediately
wekomed and we spent a
number ¢f days in Nocthern
Ireland where they are based
However. our task organsstion
was net that simplel Wo laamt
during the MRX that Number 3
Company would degloy to
Sangin, a difficult  and
dangerous Takban heartland in
Noethern Helmand. This meant
that we would be operating
within the AD of 2 RIFLES (1st
Battalicns, The Roval Creen
lackets in old spaak). Although
there was no  command
redationship between us and 2
RIFLES, it bacame dear that this
was- the Battlegroup that we

would see most and owr
refationshep with them was
crudal The Company

Commander realised that ha
was about o have four bosses
Commanding Cfficers of 1 WG
2 MERCIAN, 2 RIFLES ard the
{ommanding Officer of the
Alghan Battalion thatwe would
mentor and fight alongside
Uke 2MERCIAN, 2 RIFLES quickly
made us feel part of the team
ard the Company Commander
and Comparny Serpeant Major
spent some time again m
Northern Weland developing
our relatiorship and proposed
conceptof operations, The MRK
v cemanding mainly because
of the snowe. It may seem odd

Gorm MV

that we trasned for
lermperatures sbove 40 dagreas
n the snow but we did! B was
nteresting to hear the news
thannels beng tokd by the
Military Media Teams that e was
agood idea ta train in the snow
5 L would be 35 hard as the
hest. The irony and strange
0g was not lost on the men
and they all thought Kenya
would have been 3 better
apton! We were able to kam
abaut Sangin during the MRX
and the Kandak that we were
going to be operaing
alongside. OF real assstance

Caznn Bens 23
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was the visit of the Maor Zelgal
to the MRX. He was the
Battalion Second-inLommand
from our Kandak and joined the
exercis2 for three days.  His
Presance was so vauasle and
we were sbie to get 3 real feel
for the task ahead. His mood
was Nod gredt throughole as
duwing the prevous Afghan
Officar  wvigit In 2009

accommadation had been in a
smart hoted in London and this
yoar they were put in 3 Barmack

Blodk In Knoot Camp on
Salishury Flain. ._in 18 inches of
now! The Company

Commander drove him to his
guater in London one night o
meet hs family and have dinnes

Ths seemed to cement the
relanonship early. Major Zelgal
toki the Company Commandess
Wwile that he would ensure that

NUMBER THREE COMPANY

he would nat be shot during the
tour. Unfortunately in the early
stages of the tour it became
dear that Major Zelgai never left
camp, sowe remain baffled that
he was so confident In his
promisal Inshalah! By the end
of PDT, we were sufficently
content that every man <oukd
fire every weapon, use every
radio [ard i particular <ol in &
fare mission and send 2 2-inern)
drive every vehicle, and ait & 3
Team Medic We knew that we
would need to be patient, be
respectfiul and achievetrust and
mutual respact with ANA early
This we acknowledged wauld
b best done through exampie.
good drils and discipine.

Our deplayment was unusual
We left a menth earlier than the
rest of the Battabon on 15 March

vig Nerthern Ireland. Nothing is
rasy! We asked o we could
deploy from Brize Norton rather
than Aldergrove ard the RAF
and mavers said, ‘absolutaly
not. Therefore at  public
gxpense, the Compary HNew
from Heathrow to Belfast to|oin
sther members of 2 MERCIAN at
Aldergrowe, You can image our
surprise (and slight irntation)
when we flow back Into
England tha nextday. .. to Brize
Noron Added to the, we were
1ok that wee weould be spending
a night in Brize Norton 2t tha
xury Gateway House! The
bays were excallent and did not
tomplan but thare was a hitter
pill in having said goodtye to
families the previows day after
anly a little pre-tour leave to
then te back = England for
ancther 24 hours! The fight

15 Lwece 5¢ v Foone 37 SpeMovrty: (oot oo (S50 Sdmards M TE 5ot Brethmade

took off the next marming and
fofowing a 24 hour stop-off in
Muscat due to eguipment fadure
on the anbamissiie suite, we
arrived in Afghanistan six days
after leaving Aldershor.

After an OMLT sponsored
Reception Staging and Onward
Incegration (RS04} package o
Camp Shorebak {near Camp
Bastion) we maved up to Sangin
n twa Chinooks
definke air of excitement tingad
with apprehension, We had
heard and read 3 [0t about this
famous wn, but what would it
really belke? Weknew it was a
beautiful area set In the lush
Green Zone' either side of the
RiverHelmand. What would the
Patrol  Bases (PBs) actualy
consistof? Would we ba shot at
all the tme? Were the

Thera was 3
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Improvised Explosive Devices
({IED3) &3 common a5 we had
been led to Delleve? We would
know in a8 matier of days. We
arrived and were welcomed n
atypical Royal Marine fashéon {2
RIFLES had not yet taken over).
A heavy burst of 50 cal rang
aver our heads 3s we were
being gren our arrival brief by
the RSM 45 Commanda, Weall
hit the Foor. but the Royal
Marines stood stilland smiled at
their practical joke. ‘Welcometo
Sangn’saud the RSM and we got
up covered m dust and mildly
confused. Boot-necks - don't
you |ust love them?

We were 0 operate as 3
Company minys size with a
Company  Headouarters In
Sangn District Certre (D) and
four Patrol Bases: PBs Nabi,
Blenhaim, Waterlao and Pylae,
Each PB was commanded by a
Captan with a Colour Sergeant
a5 his second-in-command and
than eight NOs o senior
seldiers under them. The PB
wereg |oindly occupied by the
ANA, normaly a Platcon plus ar
Company minus. In the COAT
role gvary UK rank mentors and
leoks after” a rark abowe his

The Gy Armacr, X wovres !

own Inthe Afghan Army. So the
Company Commander worked
with the Cormmanding Officer,
the Company Sergeant Major
with the Regimental Sergeant
Maor end the Plaoon
Commanders  with  Afghan
Company Commanders. Some
members of the Company were
promatad to glve them added
cradibikty with the AMA a< they
ara a very rank conscious
organisation. 5o this was rather
good ifyou werea 2Lt mada up
toa Captan or a Lance Sargeart
made up to & Sergeant!

The PB: quiddy developed and
barded with their ANA wardors
angd officers. PB Nabi was
quickly Identfied as the one
with  most  banter  ((Sqt
Edwards-Jones 16 was the 2ICH),
P8 Blarheim had the mast style
(othar PBs wrate off te men's
magaznes for  fterature;
Blenheim - Sergeants Geen and
Harrhy - wrota to Twinnings for
Earl Grey tea; PB Waterloo was
the ligest with {5gt Moason
Ins12ing on PFTs {1.5 miies was
13 laps of the PBY and
unfortunately for them, FB Prlae
vias the most threatened with
IEDs whichseemed to surround

£ BadkinSangin DC, Compary
Headquarters lived across the
rever from 2 RIFLES and we were
truly embadded with the ANA,
ik was impessible not to bond
queckly and we ate regularly
wieh them and quckly became
very fond of the Afghan wisne
which was normally stewed
goat, rice, beead, tomatoes :d
cucumber with mowntains of
salt, It cestainly beat rations
which was the alternative! All
meals Afghan
tollosgues were (ross-legged
(Mot as casy 35 It was at prap
school .} and previda a good
apportunity to discuss future
plans wih corrmanders as we
realised eary on that formal
planning arcups were simply
net going to catch on. The
Campary Sergeant Major sorted
the fitness with casesac deils
and he certanly setthe example
wih runs around the FOB. LSar
Lewis 54 had a shock in the first
week. Keen to kick start the tour
on the nght note, ha thouoht
that ne weuld ge for 2 jog
Army shorts, Comparny -shirt
and brand new trainers he set
off for his run by leaving the
secunty of the DC in errorand,

wath  our

Comparty Comemander

when he noticed that he was
runnirg thowgh cpen felds
with locals ploughéng, he
suspectad that he may te in
some consaderable danger. On
his return route he baat his best
PFT time which he got at the
Guards Depot in 1989 Some
nice Roval Matine hagd not
Ropped m at the sangar,
dearly thinking that he was
kcalin a Number 2 Compary ¢
shirt!

Dur approach with the ANA
regdired a clear understanding
of the standard to be achieved
and the petience to gat there by
rhichever means possible. The
ANA, we learnton PDT, could be
rolatile, prone to drug use,
irrationad and quick to tum o
vickence YWe were lucky with owr
Kandak a2 we saw nane cf these
characteristics. Theywers often
undear in thair planning and
objectives and we saw this as
onesnportant line of aperation
We neaded to remember that
we were assesting the ANA, not
doing it for them and this
diffarentiation was difficuk to
adopt, particularly in the early
weeks. The goal was to leave in
six menths me with great

26



WELSH GUARDS RECIMENTAL MAGAZINE

NUMBER THREE COMPANY

G0 2 W¥es, Lt Col Thoamon, Lt Cod Wadwood & Myt (vnsrsranor)

respect and affection for our
ANA  counterparts, having
passed on advice 5 required,

We were equipped with WMIK
vohides and some Snatches.
The IED threat meant that we
tried to conduct cperatans and
patrals by foot. although the
ant-personnel threat rose too
during our tour. \We were ludey
and receved 2 JACKALS and a
Panther wehicle hal  way
through the tour. Qur personal
2quipment was outstanding
and we had great fsith in the
body armmour having s22n twe
men survive having been shot
n the chest, We were not short
of weapons: S0 cal, GAMC,
shot-guns, SA-B0, grenades and
ve had access o air, aviation
and ISTAR cthrewgh a Fire
Support Team (FST) that was
attached 1o us when required
This also gave the ANA real
corfidencs, bat they are also
refant on such assets, which is
not ideal far Future
ndepandence

e knew that the enemy was
iough and resobute. The Talkan
nas been desuibed as a
Government-in-Waiting',  but

they have a number of key
vulnerabduties senior
lesdership is divided; there are
tensans with AQ; they struggle
to wh 3 Pashtun support bese
(Helmand} a5 they cannot offer
tangible benefts, and they are
suffering  frem  campaign
fatigue, However. they deserve
respact’. thay were beave and
determined with a clear goal
Their strategy in Sangin was 1o
gain  locd  suppart  end
undermine the govermment
More widely they wamt to
prioritise  Helmand, Isolate
Kabu affect Western
eectaraes and convinee locals
that Kabul cannot govern 1EDs
weretheir main tactic n Sangn,
semnetimes covered by fire
They were often laid randomly
and Remote Control (RO),
Pressure Pad (PP} or Command
Wire {CW} operated. A sound
nraxim was ov us 1o believe that
we were always 'bang waiched'
and that there were |EDs
everywhere ths keptus on our
toes and ensured thatouryallon
(metal datectors) soills wera on
the bl Often the insurgents
would use wakle-talkies ()COM
raics] and our interpreters

dotad Gane btk The Maor Ganed e Cod Wadwond. Compdny Cameitrides

would fsten w0 ther
conversations. Comments such
3s 'there ae nine of therm. ANA
and Bntizh; they zre by the
mesque and tuming left. Get
out the big guns and biow the
large thing,” I this fitted your
position on patrol, £was very
unnening bue, more often than
not it was justtak,

Our intent was b dovalop our
ANA Xandak Companies and
Platcans and  defeat the
Insurgency in Sangin through
traning. patroding  and
intedligance led cperations and,
where  possible,  ensure
‘partnered” AN and  |SAF
patrols with 2 RIFLES. If we
coud move from ‘mentoring’
with OMLT to ‘partnadng’with 2
RIFLES tawards ABA
‘Independance’, we would be
going in the right direction
within ~ COMISAF,  General
McChrystal's, intent This was
difficultat the start of the tour as
the ANA taught us far more than
Wwe weare able to teach thern but,
together, we made a capabie
force againgt the Insurgents.
The P8s patrolled everyday less
Frickays {ANA Day of Prayer) and

The Maor ool WOZ OS5 Byon

Compary Heaoquarters would
visit the four PBs and lead
operations.  Dften, through
good skills, patrods woul find
|EDs before they detonated and
then task the IEDD specialist
team to come and dezl with the
device, The ANA found this
frustrating as often this would
mean a five hour corgon! The
ANA do not do hwe howur
cordens! Itwould require a lot
of diplomacy froem the PB
Commanders to persuade them
Lo remam in plece and not pour
petrol aver the |ED and light &
with 3 burning Ggarette fyes ot
happened). The ANA had many
strangths: they are so brave,
very committed ta the rause,
ulter e loval amusing, great at
finding IEDs and. crudally. they
know me graund and the
enesmy. These strengths are, of
course, 3lso wrapped in their
legitimacy. We a3 NATO, are not
legitimate in the eyes of many
locals but the ANA do not have
this linitation. Less pastively,
the ANA have some weak
commanders, littk planning,
poor equipment od
only a oevEinping
leave/training/operational
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L5t Rarchlie recodves S LS Coln for eacedende v wive drom COWASAE Ganona! Malhvysaay LS Armmry

oycle In additon we found that
our Kandak was understandably
tved: @ had fought in Helmand
for thrae vears and Sangn forene
year

We tned to develop the Kandakd's
weaknesses throuch patrols and
operations and had some
with plarming
techniquas i the Headquarters
and aodsed  the
Commanding  Officer
rebalanong his Companles and
Pltoons nto more  Strategic
locations awyy from tha heartof
Sangin to smprove wider security.
Indoing this we astebished, with
£ RIFLES support, three new Ps
The PB {ovrmanders
cancentrated on mmproving the
tactics of the ANA Companies
and Plawons:  cournter [ED
madcal randina weapons drils
ard navgaticnr.  There is no
doybtthat the Kandak was beter
by 25 5eptamber 2009 han L was
an 25 March 2009, although

SLCCEss

akko
on

these were smell stegs adding
polish to an already haghly
effective organisation.

We felt privileged to have soma
high peofile vsits: HYH The Eanl
of Wessay, TheSacratary of State
for Defence. the Chief of the
Oeneral Staff and The Major
Genersl. Some of us Jso had
Gary Lineker and Freddie Fintaf
onaur faght home!'We tak The
Major General on patred and
fortunately did not have 3
coreact|

it would be wrong to record our
tour notes wihout mentioning
twe ANA ndiiduals, The
Regmental Sergeant Major
Mohammed Hasan, was unigue
Hewasa gentle and falrman but
utrerly ruthless when required
He and Compeny Sergaant Majcr
Bakdwin had a great relationship
and he was presented weh 2
OPS from the Comgany when
vwe lelt snd he was totally
delghtad.  Lizutsnant Lolonel
Wadood vaas equally mpressive
andd apparently et o bs a3
Brigade Lommander in the
was the
Housahold Division  book
Exczliencein Acticn'!

future He givan

Attimes wefeltemationally and
phrys calty {about 40 miles) very
weparated from the rest of the
Battalion, particularly whan we
Barme of casualties The deaths
of the Cammanding Cfficer and

hit
Leutenant
Edsan was commanding a
platoon Number 3
Company detached to Number
ZTompary. Bowever, we were
immensaly proud to hear of the
success of Operation Panther's
Caw and tha positive news of 1
WG exploits further sauth,

Lisgtenant  Evisan us

particularly hard

from

Sergeant Braithwaits described
the tour 35 an ‘adventure and
this sums it up well, 408 patrals
wev'e conductad cver aur X
and a half manths and we had
anincident{IED find detonation
ar cantact) almast every day
Ve had seven ANA killed n
action and saventeen injured,
As & Company we were more
foctunate with three injuries,
none life-threatening or life-
changing. am immensely
proud of the “Littke fron Men’
wha aid exceptionsl work in 3
very nasty past of Helmand
Under strong leadership from
the PE Commanders end 2iCs
standsrds were kept high and
ersured  thot  tight
disdplne and correct drills wers
maintained, but there is no
doubt that wa owe a lot to the
ANA In helping to keep us cafe.
We feel immensely prvileged
and praud to hawe worked with
the ANA - they are axceptional
angd brave men in éxtremely
testing conditions, We knaw
that we wer2 coming horre;
they haveno ‘end of tour date’, |
hope that we have helped the
ANA in 3 smal way and none of
us will Forget our experences -
procably the most memorable
in gur careers. We now ook
forward to welcoming ek the
other Little lron Men detached
ta cther Companies and, with &
bt of lyck, winning the 200 Cupl

they

L]

on
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Maj Salusbury
Capt Durham
Capt Spencer Smith
WO2 Scholes
CSgt Davies
CSgt Pullen
CSgt Roberts 99
Sgt Evans 62
Sgt Harper
Sgt Lewis 34
Sgt Marsh
Sgt Millar (4 Paral
Sgt Pmc
Sgt Young

LSgt Cunningham

LSgt Meam
LSgt(olllns

ngtD&en

!.Sguonu:‘u

- Lsgt Mowm
 1Sqt O’Bdm
LSgt Parry 34
tht Pearce
LSgt Ralph
LSgt Scarf 31
LSgt Shapland
LSgt Thomas 90
LSgt Wiliams 57

LCpl Burnett
lelC@me:m 3
LCpl Evans 88

LCpl Haines
LCpl Hill
LCpl John
LCp! Liversey
LCpl Powell
LCp! Roberts 51
LCpl Waddell
LCpl Williams 84
Gdsm Barber
Gdsm Bazzard
Cdsm Beattie

Gdsm Biggs
Gdsm Bisp
Gdsm Broome
Gdsm Bunce
Gdsm Carter 03
Gdsm Evans 11
Gdsm Evans 84
Gdsm Evans 94
Gdsm Francis
Gdsm Fullman
- Gdsm Griffiths 04
G{ﬂh Griffiths 87
Gl!srn Guest
A\l 5#"‘ Harries
~ DmrHayer
'mmm 10
7% 'Gdsmlonu

“\,A.‘."A' :'

'ma

‘Gdsm Screen
Gdsm Skates
Gdsm Smoldon
Gdem Thomas
Gdsm Walters
Gdsm Warts
Gdsm Williams 21
Gdsm Williams 80
Dmr Wyer

e 5T ond lofv (590 MWW o £

3 N
Recoe A NKGs - Lopis

Nac Ofna Ond Gwarth
Fear Nothing but Disgrace

distributed across the Battle Group. The Company

Commander spent the tour as the Battle Group
Influence Officer, the Company Sergeant Major (CSM) as Task
Force NAWA CSM, sometime P} Comd in No 2 Coy and as BG
Buzzard. CSgt Williams 27 spent the tour as CQMS IX Coy in
LKG, whilst LSgt Parry 34 did sterling work as Sp Coy G4 Rep
in Camp BASTION - & crucial and complicated task. The Anti-
Tank Platoen and Machine Gun Platoon were re-grouped in
autumn 08B into Fire Suppart Groups (FSGs), with additional
manpowar being drawn from the Rifle Coys. They remained
as FSGs for the duration of the tour and have recently bean re-
organized back to individual platoons with Sp Wpons
specializations as of mid-Oct 09.

MORTAR PLATOON

Wth a3 long winer of pre-
deployment  training

Opnulon HERRICK 10 saw Support Company personnel

mvaluable when working as
ndmdual Sections Rtached to
different battie groups Every
moetar platoon has s awn
nuances, bk the impartance of
betng 2bie o it smoothly Into 2

behind
them, the Mortar Flatoon were
ready to deplay to Afghanistan
on Op HERRICK 10. For 3 good

different battegroup's Jont Fires
number of mortar men, this was st A

Cell was quickly cbvious. Sadly

their M;w:nnd : tour "a'-*g; WG syffered its firstcosvaky of

previcusly d od o Ao

R ond 9 % ‘:ﬂ . _D the tour with the death of LSqt

HERRICK 6, The Platoon O a0

R Fasfows on 28 Apr (9. An MFC

syppartad troops hom the ARSI a'tachcd 3
. ' the 5@ H

Weish Guards Battlegroup as e 3 t

|DBG, ha was kiled near FOB
wed as other bettle groups

KEENAN by an
explosive devee whilst an foot

] mprosisad
within 19 Brigade. O

The First section Lo deploy vwas
under the command of Sgt
Harper 5G. The zecton was
attachad to the Laht Dragon
Battlegroup (LDBG) cperating
out af FOE KEENAN o the
GERESHK VALLEY The
thorowghness of the Platoon’s
pre-deplonirent tranirg proved

patrol. Mis ¥o55 so earky on the
our vas a sore blow to the
Platcon. death
forged & tangible sense of
purpase and drive amongst the
Platoon of whech he would have

However, his

been proud He will be
remambered mainy for his
sense of  humour  and
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remarkable b of
professionalsm as a Moetar Rre
Controller.

The main esant of the summer
was  the mixh publozd
Operation  PANCHAL  PALANG
(Panther's Claw). This saw all theee
sections moved o different
lecations, ona in support of LDBG
In BAZAJI ard the remainder in
NAD-£-All warking to TWG They
sppartad treaps In the deanng of
areas collectvaly dentified as an
insurgent strenghold, the clearing
of which enaaled the provision of
deeper secwrity to the prowindal
capitzl (LASHKAR GAH} and its
surrouncings. The mortar fines
ceployes o both The Princa of
Wales's and Mo ZCompany's area
of operabors as they dsrpied
nisurgents TUEsING the
SHAMALAN CARAL nto BABAN
whare the thid seclion was
estabished with LDBG

The mortars were deployed as
part of the ever-growing suke of
aTazskFore's hdract fire assats in
conjunction with  the  Royal
Artillery and Army Air Coms. In
al, approamataly 4500 high
explosihve rounds were fred in
anger. Differsnt situations calkd
for 3 voriety of types of ordnance
1o be used, rmairly dus to Factors
such a5 tha procamicy of avillans
or the severity of the
ENgAgement Mertar  Fre
Controllers became adept &
quickly assessing the sltuation
and advis ng commandérs on the
best feern of fire. Time and agan,
the §1mm mortar proved to be
the weapon of cholce forbreaking
contact with the Talisan quickly

RECONNAISSANCE PLATOON

The Racce P daplyved (o
Arghenistan an 15 2pr 09, Atthis
late stage the &xact role that the
Recce Pl woukd parform was sl
w be dentfied, bt 1t soon
became Jpparent that the

Platoon would be sgitt into two
groups. Dne ha¥  became
dumounts  for the Mobhile
Dperations Group {WOG) under
the command of Sqt Peters and
working akongside elements of
the Boyal Marines who had
bacome mobility experts over
ther long deplayment in
Afghanstan, The other haif of
the Platoan was attached to
Number Two Company at PR
|Patrol Base) SHAS urder the
rommand of (St Pulien

Theelement antached 10 Number
Two Compary at PB SILAB
became the patras multple and
reene gven the task primarity of
GDA petrols around the vicnity

S—

“R o
of the PB.  Due largely to
manpower ard  resource
shortages. this was 2
demanding task.

from the outset, the element
attached w the MOG had thetr
work it owl, Hawng been
orginaly given direction that
they woulkd be deploying for 48
hows, they came off the groung
five weeks Later to hand gverin
Camp BASTION With the
handover  compée,  they
depioyed to PB SEAB 0 pinthe
remainder of the Aatcon, Arally
the Recce Plywas concangrated in
ane kcaticn and, following the
closure of PB TANDA in the S of
RAD-E-ALl District, the Platoon

Commander (Capt  Sparxer
Smith) was back in command of
tha Platoon,

With the Recce Pl unied, they
Cousd expand their patrols and
have a greater effett on the
ground. This soon bagan with
numeraus recc2 and standing
petrots taking piscein o 2 Coy's
AD. In Jun, the Facoe Pl tock aver
TWG's Jackal fleet froen No 2 FAG
Over the course of the following
weex, ey exorted R Coy
4RIFLES 10 FO8 SHAWQUAT and
¢lements of 2 US Marine

Expeditionary Brigace o PB
JAKER. The vehicles were then
handed over to the Prince of
Wales's Company.

e
v oot and { Sox Derreny

Pror to the lsunch of Op
PANCHAI PALANG, the Recce P
was re-subocdinated to Number
Two Company  During this
phase of tha tour. the Platoan
was tasked o pravide protaction
ta the Royal Engireers Search
Team (REST) to dear routes and
0 ure compounds as
necessary.  As part of this
cparetion on 29 Jun 09, the P
moyrmed  several  serlous
casudties as a rasult of 3 Yiking
amphibicys wehide overturning
mio tha SHAMALAN CANAL from
the narrow Novth-Sauth track to
s West, The Flaioon’s swift
action saw all personnel out of
the ovgrturned vehicle and into
safety. As aresult, B men were

out of action due to a range of
severitios of inpury. Pradictably,
osing this many men to non
hattla injurias was 3 significant
blow to the Platoen’s morale.

On 02 July the Recce M arrived in
nterim Operating Basa WAHID to
take over frorn Srd Battalon Royal
Regiment of Scotland (3RRS),
Concurrent to the construction of
the 108, the Recce Pl conducted
routine patols to rreradt with the
o8l nabonals (L) and 1o gatto
tnow the ground.  OF note, the
Matoon  execuled & vory
sucrassful linear ambush on the
nighe of 22 Aug wivch kiled bwa
rsurgents. At this time the
Platoon was commanded by Sg
Peters due to the absence on B
and R of both the Pl Comd and
aC

With the end of the tournow in
sight. Number Two Company
had collapsed Crossing Poimt 7
and were now in the process oF
constructing P LUY MONDEH
Throughaut the build phase
Recce Pl securad the Eastern
flark. During & patrod in the
town, an [ED detonated sadly
killng the interpreter  and
injuring the PI Comd, Capt
Spencer Smith, This led o It
lames, who had deployed in Sp
Coy 25 Fire Support Group 2
Commanader, taking oves Recce
Pl tar the Fnal few weeks of the
tour. For the Recee P patroling
momentum was mantaned
despitethe koss through njury of
the Pl Comd. On thew last patrol
an Op HERRICK 10, the Recce P
were successful in finding 2000
rounds of 7.62mn shortand 2 x
4K deaning kits

Thetourhad taken its toll on the
Patoon.  Originally deploying
with 28 men, the Recce M
aventually recovered badk to the
UK 8t 3 strength of 14 retuming
an 225:p 9

30
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Lt Col Antelme
Maj Launders
Maj Miles
Maj Mott
Maj Speed
Capt Aldridge
Capt Bowen
Capt Dawson
Capt Hannan
Capt Harman
Capt Moukarzel
Capt Pridmore
W01 Monaghan

WO2 Campbell -

WO2 Davies,

WO2 Pollard,

WO2 Robérts
W02 Thomas
(Sgt Karries -
CSqt Mycrs

CSgtSmith-
(SgtThpmalw 3 |

SgtFarn,

Sgt Hawkins

Sqt Jones,
Sgt McGowan,
Sgt Owen .
Sat Parry
Sgt Stephens
Sqt Turner
SgtWilliams
SgtWilliams
LSqgt Davies
LSgt De-Wit
LSgt Fuller
LSgt Grant

HEADQUARTER COMPANY
LSgt Harris Gdsm Cullen
LSgt Jones Gdsm Divers
LSqt Lias Gdsm Evans
LSgt Marquardt Gdsm Fuller
LSgt Maslen Gdsm Gardner-Allen
LSgt McFall Gdsm Horrell
LSgt Owens Gdsm Hughes
LSgt Prosser Gdsm Johnson
LSgt Smith Gdsm Lee
I.Sgl."l‘ay]w Gdsm Llewellyn
LSgt'l’hreadgold A . Gdsm Luke
LCp! Abraham >
LCpl Adams. " TS
1Cpl Allen | OB P
LCp! Buller Gdsm Wd '
LCp! qu_r
LCpl Clowes
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Capt Morgan
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LCpl Jenkins 7 LeWright
Lt i " WO2 Harrison
LD LW W02 Oldfield
< LCpl Miller $Sgt Bartlett
N $5t Hayward
Lepl Rggany i Chandier-Johnson
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- LepiSmith © Sgt Gordon
tColSulivan ’ Sat Knight
LCpl Stirfing | Sge Lufe
LpiWilks | SgtMeGillycuddy
LCpl Williams W sl Sanders
Gdsm Allen : Sgt Veasey
Gdsm Barnes : LSgt Cooper
Gdsm Boulton LSgt Edwards

LSgt Dunn
LSyt Primrose
LSqt Stafferton

Cpl Darkwa

Cpl Dewan

Cpl Donald

Cpl Francis

Cpl Gibbons

Cpl Shaw

Cpl Thomas

Cpl Turley

LCol Astridge
LCpl Bee

LCpl Felix
LCpl Forrester
LCpl Gurung

LCpI Harry

~LCpl Michael

LCpl Miller
LCpl Ngandu
LCpl Novu
LCpl Pimlott
LCpi Pryde

“LCpl Williams

~ Cfn Kirby
/Cfn Goad
“CFn Moore

" Cfn Wharmby

Pte Adjei
Pte Burton
Pte Campbell
Pte Gurung
Pte Kemeh
Pte Mabe
Pte Nyathi
Pte Rowe
Pte Samuel
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Ofna Dduw, Anrhydedda’r Brenin
Fear God, Honour The King

he last twelve months for Headquarter Company have

been to extramely busy and to say the least challenging,

but it Is with a great deal of satisfaction that the
Company can look back on a successful peried.

The Ffrst thing on the
Companies agenda was the
Handover of  Wellington
Barracks o the 1st Battalion
Grenader Guards and of course
moving to our néw hame in Lille
Barracks Aldershot. This is
where the oy came into Its
oW ensuring  that  all
cquipments was prepared for
handover and that the Camp
wiat clean snd ready for the rext
Batta%on to mowe in. This went
extrormely well laad by then the
Quartermaster Maj  Mark
Caalng with then Captain Nicky
Mot: who maved forward with
asmall G4 party to takeowerLille
Barracks, agan thanks to the
t2am the Camp weas taken over
in good arder, Lille Barracksis 3
decent siced camp for the
Battalion with much needed
facilties such as Sports field,
decent trainang areas
surrounding the camp, ard 2
very qood Gymnasium just
down the road, After a wel
deserved leave £ wasn't long
before the Company was

£arning i's pay aqaln with the
mave 1o Germany 1o conduta
live firing package. after which
we joined 2 Muti Natonal
Qverzeas Exerose called Co
Operative Spirt involing the
American's, New Tealander’s,
Awstralian’s, {anadian’s, of
course the British represented
twy the Battalon The Corrpany
was imvoved in all areas of the
training, G6 Communications
suoplied byour CIS Platcon, MT

Platcon supplying = vast
amount of vebickss which where
loaned to uws for other

Regimants serving m Germary,
o Battallon  Headquarters
wppking qualifed range
teams so that the rifies Cay's
coukd benefic for what can only
be descoibed & sxcellent
ranges, This |5 whare SS5gt
Hayward (REME) joined us on
hig 2 yes assignment as the i
ofthe LAD

On our retyurn lar Germany, i€
wasn't o long untll the
Company  where  heavly
Involved in the preparation O

‘Conwow moseng Sheouph e mning griain Gernany

!\y'—:_ :7 ;i.% .

move ks equipments  to
Afghanistan using the Sea
raute, this meant tha: planning
had to be pradse and thought of

wellin advanced.

During this period the 300 Cup
was beng held and with Coy
goad spirt, dedication and true
arit with the Coy managing to
reach the semi finals wath LSat
Mikery” Presser leading tha wary
| think it's time ta retie

Herrck 10 préparatons were
now well on thedr way with the
Coy not only preparing the
Battahan 10 deploy but also
arending a number of courses
w quaify Drivers, Helicopter
Hardlers, Search teams, Team
Medics, Environmental Heslth
Hardlers, Language Course and
many others a which had o be

CSA vy O pratvcd

cehieved  batween  the
preparation ard deployment
phase Anumber of Study days
mohed the Coy held at
Battakon lewel in  Northern
Irefand to Gdsm Level held in
the Royal Milkary Academy
Sandhurst with the All Ranks
Brief (ARS), They do say that
Churchill Hall at the RMAS is the
bigoest skeeping ©ag in the
Arrryy, bot | can el you this, all
of the Coy rernainad alert and
toak in every word theleduress
said,

Christmas was 500N Ypon us
vith most of the Coy taking o
well deserved Orristmas break:
however 2ways having the
back o the rmund that
deployment on HERRICK ¥ was
getting caser.

Aesunay io o serrod bose vi Taword
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Baviaion Moadgeanmers miguing Betwesn sarial

January 2009 caw the Loy
deplaying an 3 number of
confimnacory exercises inchicing
that wonderful place that we 28
know "THETFORD"

Trainng for Afgharistan in

fanuary wasnt quite the
weathar we where gong to ve
experiendng on aparatiams, bot
the Coy carriod out its task in a

Way you would expect

The Coy then moved 0
sdisbury Training Area o
conduct the MRX and the Bae's
CPX. Temparory patrol bases
where set up by the duty Coys,
wih HQ Coy supperting themn
carryng Ut resupplies
ncluding eatting up af 2
temparary dinring fadlity rn
by SSgt  Bartlerr  (Chef)

Commeres wharo mada by not

anly the Battalon parsonne,
but these visiting stating that
the food was outstanding, and
prodabyy the bast théy have ever

lasted
At this point  Battaon

Headguarters where Dang pue
thraugh ®s paces dealing with
Incidents likely 10 happen in
that's
story for the uo date of theatre

theatre, wel ancther

Dunng the month of February
the Battalion Second in
Command ard the Coy Como
had the privlegs o visit the
who woukd be
attached to the Battel Group in
theatre, The hospitaity shawn

Estanians

to them bath was excellent. In
their shortvisit they managed to
o the

raining Deng

conduciad and stll bad time ta

Exranvin AV rdnig

D S3end wnd das M wely dhe Edonon Grovos

see the sites of 3 beautilul

%
Caurdry

Al of this was achieved o the
highest standard and with a
well deserved leave the Coy
carried cuts &% fnal preparation
for  the deployment o
Afghanistan. Mastof the flights
left on time with ad of us being
received into thestre by now
Msj Matt (Quartermaster) and

s toam

Headquearter Company from the
beginning were broken down
NG small supportng groups
anrd mainky attached to the Rifie
Comganies. There was not one
Patrol Base or Ohack Poing where
Headguartes Comparny was rot
deployed to in the Area of
Operations. Ths was in akd to
suoport the Riles Companies

Even the
Dapartment

G1 to G9

Quartermasters

from

didn't o withouta hit, based in
Bastion, Lash Kar Gabh and many
with  the
Quartarmaster Tachnical Capt
Terry Harman being attached to
Number Two Company as the
Influence Officer. TheMaotorsed
Transpart {MT] Platoon supphied
drivers and mantenance cnsws

other locatians

 each location wiath Capt Karl
Dawson with the 0CCP They
also suppled most of the M1
personnel For the Bastion
Support Group whi depliyed in
larwary lead by ALSgt Stephens
The AGC supplied that vital G
support in Bastion with the
Company derks
forward wih their Companies.

degloving

The {15 Platoon as well as in

R on Ao vy

wd
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support of the Batte Group
Headguarters headed up by
CSqtSmith 63 and Sqt McGowan
supplied the expertise needed
within the Compary Dets
dealing with all
COMMUNKALens sysIems
induding IT. The chefs was
anather thing, depioying First
inte Bastion and then finding
themsalves deployed throughout
Helmand Provnce, and not just
Centre South but supporting
these wha where luckily to have
a dinning Facility, The
Regimenal Police staff, Army
Physical Training Corp Instructor
in the mean whie suppliad
commandears and escocts to the
lkogstic patrok which ran amost
weekly. The Royal Becrial
Mechanical Engineers [REME)
malntained ther good name by
keeping the avalabisty of
vehickes and equipments to &
level that the Battle Group
Commandercould ¢arry out his
mission,  The OFficers and

HEADQUARTER COMPANY

Helcopser 45 inko &)V

Sergeants mess staff supphed
the It calls with manpower as
well as the wital marat boost of
sartng out the vast amount of
mail from back heme. Even
Company Headquarters tock a
hit with CSM Campbell taking
overthe rofe 55 CSM X Company
based In Lash

Overall Beadquarter Company
stepped up to the mark and
supplied the Batt'e Group with
&l s neads and a little more i
some places, Thes has heen
grobably the most iesting
Operstan for the Company for
many years. with avery
individual tating zomething
postive awgy from Ine
Operation.

Farmidies back home can ba truly
prowd on ther achievements,
The Company has helped in
many ways in imgroving the
security and  the averall
gandards of living for the
Afghan paople

o compony cammanders dogssher
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Major Birchall
Major Corbet Burcher
Capt Davies
2Lt Emlyn-Williams
2Lt Thompson
WO2 Campbell (CSM)
WOZ Brown (INTWO)
WO2 Pollard

CSgt Wiliams 27 (COMS): ,"?.'

CSgt Shield
Sgt oavtcso:

= o

Sgtwarchol
I.Sglbwbsu :
ngt De-Wit
Lsgt Duffy
- LSgtDunn '
thum = 4
N LSgl@een .
LSgt Martin
thchs
" LSgt Owen 39
LSgt Paddock
LSqtTudbzll
Cpmlhbons _
Cpl Darkwa
LCpl Adams
LCpl Byfield
LCpl Chard ;
LCpl Evans 15
LCpl Jones B8 }
LCpl Jones 13 '
LCpl Lewis 23
LCpl Lewis 65
LCpl Moce
LCpl Robinson
LCpl Simons

LCpl Viavialevu
Gdsm Abberley
Gdsm Adjei
Gdsm Allen
Gdsm Armold
Gdsm Berry
Gdsm Bladen
Gdsm Bruford
~ Gdsm Clarke
~Gdsm Cousins

~Gdsm Davies 01
 Gdsm Davies 11

Gdsm Davies 35
Gdsm Davies 200
Gdsm Davies 05
Gdsm Edwards %0
Gdsm Homm
Gdsrprﬂomds :
Gdsm john
~Gdsm Jones 17
Gdsm Jones 97
Gdsm Jones 83
Gdsm May
Gdsm Matthews 06
Gdsm Mundy 16

© Gdsm Mundy 02
© Gdsm Nabukebuke

Gdsm Nadin
Gdsm O'Sullivan
‘Gdem Payne
Gdsm Roberts 34
Gdsm Roberts 95
Gdsm Robinson
Gdsm Shviter
Gdsm Tame
Gdem Taylor 21
Gdsm Thomas 61

A Fynno Barch Bid Gadarn
Let him be Strong who would be Respected

Battalion, In the form of Numbers IX and X Company, rose

Sixty two years after it was disbanded, the second

again. This time the Battalion found itself in Helmand
Province, Afghanistan on Operation HERRICK 10. Number X
Company spent the majority of their time in southem
Helmand, Fighting alongside the Unitad States Marines Corps.
Number IX Company were based in Lashlkar Gah (LKG), as part
of the 1st Battalion Battle Group.

Formed at the |ast minut2 and
spedhcally for the tour, Numiser
X Company depioyed on Op
HERRICE 10 & the LKG
Operations Company m Apri
2009. Ovginally rumbering
around sixty man, the {ompany
greew in Sze and erength as the
b progressed, reaching 4 peak
of overone hundred and ewghty
personngl from avarety of both
regular andd territorial units.
Based in the Main Operating
Base [MOB] in LXG, the Comparry
found tself co-located with 19
Light 8rigade Headquartars and
3 number of cther military and
avilan agences

Tasked with supporting the
Afgnan National Security Forces
[ANSF), securing LKG, deterring
and desrupting the nsurgency
while all the while cormincing
and reasswing the local
nabonsls, the Company's nitsad
order of batte saw four
multiples; one an  guard
gnother on Quick Beaclhon Forcz
duties ard two on patrols The

first few weets were spent
setling into new surrcundings.
However, this period  of
farmilprization was to be short
bwd, as the Afghan National
Army {ANA] became vr:>t|v.5:
and eager to deal with a
troublesome spot known 4%
BASHARAN {BHN) 5Xm to the
North of LKG. The subseguent
operaton to clear the lown (Op
ZAFAR) was the start of 2 six
manth  pariod where the
Company became heawly
committed to the area.

Oo ZAFAR started towards the
and of April and the beginning
of May and involved 3 numbar
of phases to enable 1SAF to fully
establish wseif in the area.
Indeed, there was also an Op
ZAFAR 2. Throughout  the
oparatian the Company found
Itself fighting alongside troaps
from the Light Dragoens, 2
MERCTIAN, Foxtret  Tavoleto'
Compary The Rayal Ghurkha
Rfles and of course the ARA
and the Afghan Kational Polce
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{ANP. Moavy Fighting was
expenanced by all bue the
{ompary acquitted itself well
ardd asssted In establshing
three  nesww  (heck  Ponts;
Worcester, Noeth (¥) and Scwth
(5], In true Welch Guards style
the Compary also managed to
‘penal in” 3 meeting with the
Prime Minister to give him a
quick detref on how things
wearepanning cut.

Op ZAFAR carne te an end and
the Company found  Itself
comenitted to BHN, despite aarly
Eas5urances that the
depdayment would orly last for
approximately e days.
Adually it cameasa blessing.as
itenabled the Company to sattle
nto an area and try end bring
about real change to the local
popuatian.  Projects  were
immediately  identified in
comversation with the %ocal
nationals; In particular the
Camgany Commander
highighted a disused school
that had never property been
used for teaching. In factthe last
caretaker teacher had been
hung ang tortured in frontof his
family in one of the dassrcoms
Ecucatian I extremesy
irportartto the Afghan people
ard the Company Commander,
the late Major  Birchall,
understond that if IX Company
were able to assist in the
opening of the school then this
waould be a significar: step In
brnghag the lncal popuation an
side. Throvghout this indtial
period 3 platoon from the
Compary lived in CP (N) {CP{5)
wis bome to an 'OMLT Team
ard ANA andWaoroester housed
a aroup of refatmely disruptive
ANP), CPs (N} and (5) were
subjected to daily small arms
fire {SAF) attacks beeh onio the
CPuself and armost mmediately
as patrols left the (Pt try and

daminate e local area, Itwas an
active period but the Company
reizhed the opporunity and
decame thoroughly immrersed in
theexperience Admitedy, itweas
made ol the more bearabie by the
rather plecsant oechard in the (P
and the stream that ran through
It eurgency aide, (P{N) was a
phazsant country retreat.

The Campany's commitment in
BHN smpacted on our ability to
operate inLKG, Help camen the
form of XL Troop In the midcle of
May. This saw approwmately
forty gunners Ffrom 40
Regiment Roval Artllesy deoloy
to 1KG to take over guard duties

Mercian Regiment, Territorlal
Ay, They had  initially
deployed as part of the Bastion
Forcs Protection Company, but
a6 ths task had been handed
aver to the United States Marne
Carps. the Company was
somewhat  redundant.  The
decision was made to re-task
them and they moved ta LKG
andd. a5 with XL Troop, settled in
straight away with a platcon
patrelling in LXG and the other
in CP Worcester, It was aso
about thes time that Wovcester
was  renamed  CP TAPA
PARAANG (CPTP) or 'British Hil',
as It was  bnown  locally.
Irorically. the hill, where the (P

mpany also managed to
‘pencil in’ a meeting with the
Prime Minister to give him a
quick debrief on how things

were panning out.

andd conduct focalised mobile
patrolling. Their presence was
much needed and  muwch
appreciated, as it enabied the
Company to focus more an
developing BRN and patroling
In%0 greater LEG, It seemed that
by the end of fAay the Company
had settled into 3 steady
rhwthm that weuld carry it
through to the end of the tour
Howewer, June proved to be 2
turbulent moreh

Junesaw the (orrpany indrease
in $2e ance again. This time the
Corrpany received  fifty
members from Normandy
Company, 4th Battalion The

stood had previously been
empiayed by the Bntish over a
hundred years zgo.

Sadly, the arival of Normandy
Campany was marred by the
death of the Company
Commander, who was killed on
a vehicle patral In BHN The
patrol was armed to familarise
the Jst Battalion Creradier
Guards recce party, the battle
group that would take over on
from the Company, with the
area, Thedeath came &5 3 graat
shack and wes 2 huge loss but
the Company showed great
rescive and determingtion and
continued with thetaskathard,

))

a Maor Birchall woud have
wanted them tor The nex
Campary Commander, Majer
Corbat Burches arived inlatejune
and tock over from the Battalion
Secord in Commaand, MAsjorSpead,
who had assumed command
rrenediated; abor the nodent

luly brought with it Ffresh
thdlenges, The Battke Group
vis heavlly iwoled 1o Op
PARCHAT PALANG The Compary
nitially didn’t play a2 major role
n the operation instead
ontiowing  with it rowne
husiness. Howewer, in the first
week of July they were givan the
resporsibility  of  manning
andther {heck Point at the
southern tip of the SHAMALAN
Canal. Thic was to be known as
Yelow 14’ and bacame an
obviows task for Normandy
Comparny. Although it was 2
relatively austere CP it was deal
lor many reasons. It meant the
Company, In conjunction with
CPGold {ANA CP) and the BOLAN
Cemetery ANFCP had created 3
Ting of steel’ of visile secury
around BHN sllowing for
growth and developenent from
within.  The nrumber of
stabdisaticn projects rocketad

This laydowm and  routine
continved until 3 couple of
weeks before the end af the
Company’s tour, although IX
Compeny personpel  were
rotated through CF Noeth and
LXG  on  appromimatsly a
fortnightly besis. In LKG the
Company had to perform a
broad range of tacks. Thero
were Irequant sscort tasks
skong Route 601 to mave 1EDD
teams o assist the UK and US
Folice Mentoring Teams (PMTs),
Battle Croup tasks that gave s
the cpportunity to see other
Company's ar=a of cperations
(AQs) &nd the tasks to assist
Brigade  staff  From &
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stabiksation perspective, mast
of thefoous was directad towards
BHN. Howener, we did manageto
identfy projects in 2 town called
MUKHTAR, This & a fairly seeable
seitlenent o the mmedixe
North of LKG that houses
thousards of interrally dsplaced
persees OPs), Major Sirchal had
secured funding for the building
of 3 school wall at the bagming
of Juna and $o warkcontinued on
that project. In addition, money
Was secured for & new et of
lavateries and & wel for the
schook. Smilar peojects started to
spragd throughout  IAUKHTAR
although  this wes not until
torasardds the end of the toor There
were ako the routine patroks to
resupply BHN and the patrels to
dorninate ourawn A0 continuing
n the badkground throughout

in |uly the maurgents rockat
campaign increased on LKG and
the Compary were tasked to
conduct counter Indirect Fre
Patrok (10F) uncer Op ZAFAR & In
Auguet, the Company were laskad
o provide & protective mabity
escort far the Battle Group
operation. Op TOR SHADEY, Thes
was a1 operation to ceara place
caled Gorup-E-Shesh Kalay (GEK)
and saw reurgents dewed from
the wvllage and a check pont
esablshed,  The  Company
reshed the copoaunity 1o be peet
of the Battle Group and warking
alongside the Estonians and the
US moute dearance teams, A
perticdar  higHight  induded
discovering 3 prassure plate €D
with the wards ‘Made in Ching’,
hanadwntien an the bhadk

No sooner had TOR SHADEY
firished then the Company
returned 3o LXG to prepare for the
clections. There were 29 poling
cencres wathin the AQ and the
Corrganywans taked, slong wih
the ANSF and other US and UK
units 0 prowide sacurity Our part

in the plan saw the Company
patroling invenicles in the greater
LKC area to courcer IDF attacks
With asststarce from arbome
surveilance assets the Company
were able to destray 3 rocket i2am
o the moming of the gections
and prevent further attacks
durng the restof the day,

In mid September NORMANDY
Company left and retumed to
Camp BASTION for thair end of
towr and the Comparry handed
Yellow 14 hack to The Prince of
Wales's Companty. The ANAn BHY
veere replaced andthe OMLT wers
redeved by 3 new teamn frem 2
YORKS OWMT  Batiegroup.
Towards the end of the menth The
Queen's Compary from st
Battalicn  Grenadier  Guards
arrved and the handover began.
Transfer of Authonty ocourred on
015t October and the last of the
Compery retumed to Bastion on
the I2nd.

On 6th October, Kumbe X
Campany was put badk nto
suspended arimation. The past
severt  months have  been
extremay challengirg and yer
hugely resarding for many
reasors. The Compary has
brought wsikle security and
tangitle improvenents to the
bves of the Afighan pacple, no
moee 20 than in BEN, from 2
Fegmental perspectie thay have
been pertof a smal piece of Yeksh
Guards history. X Company may
nesxr form again making the
expenence for those that were
partof the Company o1 the mare
spedal. naniduaily, each mamber
has wiarked hard throughout 2
hugely mentaly and physically
demanding tour. Hopefully the
experience has brought with &
huge amount of satisfaction and
pride 10 each person and
fumished exch one of them with
mary kxting memaories.

“No Better Friend No Worse Enemy”

X Company, 15t Battalion Welsh Guards fighting
with Afghans and United States Marines.

Hebddial Ni Ddychwelaf

I will not return unavenged
By Major R W Gallimore Welsh Guards

number of Afghan pieces In this magazine, for two reasons:

Ihm written this article, which bolsters the growing

Firstly as a footnote to an interesting piece of Welsh Guards
regimantal history which was the reforming of Number Ten
Company from 2nd Battalion the Welsh Guards - a brainchild
of Lt Colonel Rupert Thorneloe; secondly a¢ a brief insight into
the United States Marine Corps (USMC).

The Alghan prouines  of
Helmandis a place whereweas
a  oton  have  invested
significent bloed and treasure
and the USMC wil ultimately
play 3 considerabls part in the
final outcome that & to be
achiovect As | write there are §
USMC Bantalions deployed in
Heimand. shartly there wil b 4.
Inthelast 12 menths 307 British
scidiers have been killed In
action inHelmand, in thatsame
period the USMC have seen
exactly the same number of
men killed in action In Helmand.
For that reasan it is very much
warth our while to tate 2 brief
ook at how they oparace. X
Company under my
stewgrdship fought zlorgside
the US Marines and tiv Afghan
National Army (ANA) we were
mentoring and therefore | feed |
am n a relatively unigque
patition to give that insight

XCampany was borne outof the
requirement far a 4th Infantry
QOperationgl  Nenloring and
Ligison Team (OMLT} to work
with the extra ANA Kandak
(Battalion) thet had been
drafted Into Garmsir in lae
2008 When the OMLT
Battlagroup 2 Mercan were
askad to prévide they admitted

their cuptoard was now bare,
navng had much already
stripped  from them Ly 19
Srigade, Coknel Rupert
stepped n o offer me and
some WG manpower to head
up and form the romp of s multl
cap badge OMLT under the
proviss that if fought under the
banner of X Company Welsh
Guargs. Iritialyy there was some
resistance from 2 Mercan,
howewer when | revealed that
the compary motte was "Nan
Reveratur Inultus - | shall not
raturn unavenged” they booght
into the concept with abandon.
T-shirts were printed, company
colours libarated froem
Regimentsl  Headquarters.
Majpr D W N Bevan's mother,
whose father commanded the
Secand Battalon during World
War |l, was made honorary
Company Captain and we
degloyed to Helmand as a
happy and motley cew ol
vagabonds reflecting 17 cap
badges with an exelen!
Household Oivisson
representation. As  we
emplaned my only reservaton
Wars N0! ow lack of cohegve pre-
depioyment Lralring, every man
was 4 volunteer for the OMLT
which was good and brave

A4
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encwugh for me but that my
Commanding Officer  had
rafermad a comparyy that had
laln dormant for 62 years st to
get meoutof Battalion

The Company Inibaly deployed
10 Garmsis provence in support
of Batllegroup South in the
guise of first The Queen's
Dragoon Guards and then The
Lght Dragoons, X Company
and our wonderful ANA of the
dth Infantry Kandak were
essentially Bactlegroup South’s
onfy manoeuvre unit aeailable
lor offensive operations and
therefore had a busy first 8
wesks. We conducted
landrover and Ford Ranger
borne rasds ko the deap seuth
of e Green Zone astride the
irrigated patches of the River
Helmand in order to distradt
and fix the Taiban so that
redevelopment could continue
within Garmse D, These rawds
inta Tahkan strongholds with
romMANIC soUnding names such
a5 Kosheay, Laki, Lakari ard
Mian Poshtay saw us punching
outinto the dasht or desertthen
resppearing for the assault,
They were enormois fun and
blissfully free from the parvasive
Impromsed Explosive Devica
{IED) threat as the Insurgents
further sauth tended to prefer
theeld fazhicned gunfight: they
had the air of Special Forces or
LRDG aperations without any of
us having to possess the
gqumption t3 actualy pass
selection. One notable low
point was having to listen to the
Wekh Cuards Battlegroup
being requested over the
crackly Brigade tactical sateline
radio to launch a 145km vehice
FECoVery operation in suppoct
of on2 of qur perhaps over
ambitious rasds which hed
resulted in 3 wounded In action,
one vehide demsd and s

licking our wounds in a desert
leaguer. | knew my stock wauld
be sky high in  Sattalion
Headquarters!

lune saw the insertion of the
United Stases Marine
Expedtionary Brigade repacing
the Light Dragoons in the shape
of Znd Battalion Bth Marine
Regiment “Front Toward Enemy”
under the charismatic
leadership of Lt {ol Christian
Cabaniss in Garmsir and st
Battalion Sth Marine Regiment
"Mako Peace or Dia® in Nawa,
The mitiz! desire was ta remove

Compary so as to firstly fully
support  Operation  Panchal

cormparny ta fght with the USMC
whikt | lost half my chames
undar my s2cond in command
Capt T Rogers IG o Op Panchai
Palang,  This meant that
realistically we could only fight
alongside one ANA company at
3 time, which would peove
challenging given the exparsive
alrrs of the US Op Rver Libarty
and thelr right and proper
inststence at havng ANSF front
and centre of ol offersive
operatons. As we conducted
aur initial shaping operations
for tho USMC push south whilst
still under the command of the
Light Dragoons we tragically
lostL/Col Hll during a gritty and

r friends will not
be returning from their
skullduggery as they had

been killed by our may‘ ,

Palang In Babajl and secondly to
avoid the complicated
command issues of having 3
small Britich cub unit operatng
underUS command. We Fercely
resisted this move. | saw our
misson as mentoring the ANA
who had been alkecated to us
and notmerely as the parochial
mentoring of ANA in UK
tottlespace  supporting UK
cperations, We had 3so forged
an enormaous attachement to sur
ANAIn the furnace of the inal
fight and emoticnaly we did
not want to gve them up. A
very  Sritsh  solution  of
compeomase was arrived at
where | was left with half the

blocdy day of fightng

Op River Uberty was the MEE's
complimentary operation to
TFH's Op Panchai Palarg n the
north I0was a truly remarkable
operation and a feat to behold.
The exzent of their achisvement
was incredible and probably
recenved minimal exposure n
the UK due to the fantastic UK
effortto the noeth however 278,
their partnered ANA and X
company. bacame veritable rock
stars in the American meda
Crver 48 hours 2500 USMarines
were nserted n 89 Helcopters
frem which they deared over
100 km of qreen zo0ne

destraying huge numbers of
insurgents whilst inflicting
mnimal collateral damage: Gaolf
Cempany 2/B advancing 23 km
in 2 days in contact theowghout
withaut suffering a single heat
¢asualty whilst Echo Company
2/B remained in contact for four
days from the moment they
stepped off ther S2a3 Stalions,
ending up Nigheng lrom hastily
bullt shit rerches and dug outs,
using mmirrars on the end of
sticks to dentify nsurgems
such was the ntensky of the
fight. Alfterwards they stayed,
not ceding an irch X
Company's iInvalvement i the
operation was bath frenstic and
oitical. mitially supporting 175
In Nawa pre D Day shaping the
battlespace for theoparation by
coaducting  almost  daily
company  attacks  against
known Taliban strongholds in
concert with USMC forces and
fantastically  suppoted by
USMC's AlrWing and dedgicated
US FACS — & very race treat for
the OMLT. 175, weterans of
FaBujah, described the fighting
as far tougher and the
Irsurgents far smarterand were
genuinely flabbergasted that
Mavea had been préeviousty held
by 8 members of X company
and 80 ANA (1/5 consisted of
1500 Marines!). OnD Day the
majority of X Coy and the lion's
shara of the Kandak flicked to
operating with Golf and Echo
Compary 2/8 in the south far
theirepiz fight down theSnake’s
Balty {the lower River Helmand),
After stowt 8 week of hub jang
- good fighting - there followed
a brief period of caim after
which the Taliban came back
harg particularly at 2/8% most
exposed southerly outpost in
Main Poshtay which was
ccopled by the ANA, X
Comparny and Echo Company
Z/B.  The concerted Taliban
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effort to dislodge us from Mian
Poshtay lastad 3 weeks We
endured 4 to 5 contacts a day
wkh every acton being
supported by 4 60 man USKC
QRF which  allowed Echo
Company to continually defest
the Taliban breaking him
physically and psycholagically.
We were also futher enhznced
by o staggering amount of
ISTAR platforms and dedicated
pregsion  arbllery  which
Allowed ruthless and accurae
proseoution of the Talibsn whilkst
maintaining  volatlle  local
consent due to negligible
cobateral domage

The bloody noseinficted on the
Talban pradctably resulted n
them migrating towards a
campagn of IEDs. This usualy
productive path  fr  the
insurgent praved catastrophic
for the Taliban 2s they met the
considerable might of the
United States Marines. 2/8
received hours of covert UAV
Fliahts to monitor the 1ED layers
and were provided wath the real
ace in the pack- Ground Based
Observaton  System  (GBOS)
which allewed us te monitarup
o 25 identifiad araas of threat
every 2 sacords: this impressive
suite of sunelllance deliverad
almost rownd the dock
menitoring  of those who
wished us harm and ws
backed up by an incredible array
of artdllery, guided missiles,
hellcopters and aircraft. It wes
an almost  an  eseryday
DCCUMTENCE 10 winess the
demise of another wretched
bunch of 1ED layers on the
sarears in e Mian Poshtay
Operations room; they would be
picked up by the CBOS camera
4s soon as they began their
nefarious work, within seconds
their hostile intent would be
confirmed [often by the (0 or

battslicn lawypar deployed 3t
Company level}. missiles exher
from on station aircraft or from
puided rockets would then rain
cgown an the miscreants and
then on all known Taliban radio
freguencies It would be
broadcast that “your friends will
not be returming from their
skuliduggery as they had been
klled by owr magic”.  This
synergy of surailiance, hres
and psychological operatmons
wos both breathtaking ana
highly effective. The Maries
were al=o remarkabéy
mnnovabtve in the manner n
which they countered the IEC
threat. They lueled rumours

Inserted covert snipers as they
came down to nspect their
parcenved success

Bythe time we left in Septembar
the security bubble around
Garmsir bad been expanded by
40 km, our ANA were In rude
humalth, there were visibie signs
of progress such as 3 high voter
turn out at the alection and
Families eatng Ice ceam at
stalls in the Distrit Centre;
disposable income to be spent
on non essential ice geam
whitst feeling safe enough to
spond exiended perads of time
amongst tharapresentations of
the Govemerent of Mfgharistan

The bloody nose inflicted
on the Taliban predictably
resulted in them migrating
towards a campaign of

that Marines were working
undercover to identify 1ED
teams by asking for local drass
at the bseaar, this created
mistrust  and  separation
between the Insurgent and the
local pogutation. They carnied
out & particularly curning ruse
of war by staging their own
dummy JED strke metres short
of a kncwn [ED that was being
observed by the Taliban.
Following the faked strkewhich
involved casualty simulation,
plastic explosive and  the
durmnyy extraction of casualtes
by helicopters, pre positioned
daymores wers inkiated
against 5 insurgents by pre

is & wery real metric of

achievement

All of us in X Company had
undergore  the  unique
experence of being exposed to
and indeéed infected by the
contagion of USMC positivsm.
They are a very different beast
to the US Armry indead they
appesr o reserve @ unique
amount of contempt for their
Army cousing; there are no
Burger Kings, very little welfare
provision, a tendency to want o
e out of a rucksadk and they
are driven by the tenet that a
Marine should be happier on
patrol than In his bése thus

Foving them to maximee their
feotprint on the ground and this
vias refloctad in the Spartan
nature of their bases. As an
arganization their ahility to
kam and  adapt  was
staggering  Ewver was & thus
from General Mark Clark's
amies fighting up Italy to
General Patreaus surge in Iraq
the American ability to Irnovate
and adapt after initial setbacks
lsremarkable. Itis, | bebeve, the
reflection of a young. brght and
confident nation ratherthan a
demonstration of Churchirs
maxm that they will eventually
gat the right answer &fter
exhausting  all the other
possbilties. Whan manvaling at
American achlevemants one
cannot Ignore the isiwe of
resources. The United States is
asuperpower peared forand at
war: this Is reflected in the leyel
cf support they are alacsted to
achieve their 3im.  The sheer
number of boots they have on
the ground shapes the type af
fight they conduct; they man a
constant, credible and
resourced resarve a5 well as
maintaineng  the 3bilty 1o
effectively picket anry hagh threat
routs and badcfil any ground
gained, The contentious ssue of
helicopters does net raise its
head with the USMC; they have
a swfeir Thes allows them to
insert and resupply avoiding the
IED strewn and limited roads,
the majority of 2/8's casuaities
came primaniy from gunshot
wounds rather than IEDs. The
very fact that helicopters were
NaL 3 SCarce asset meant that
the Marines were 3dmost
profigate in their use, coming to
the point of wounding of amy
casuaity whatever theferooty of
the immediate fight and even
defvering frozen water Lo an
solated patrol base inhabited
by the ANA despite it beng
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under almast constant attazk.

Numbers of men and
helcopters tend to grab the
headiines in the soabble for
resources however | belleved
that the Marines' battle vainning
asset was their abdty to
prosecute  highly  acturate
indiract fires amast free from
collatera Gamane. Arthery 5 0ot
an  atractive  means  of
conducting 3 counter insuegency
campaign, but if it & sppled
within the context of almost
constant ISTAR support that can
confirm hostide intent and
prohibit collataral damage it x &

ferocious Weapon that
‘confuses, compounds and
decapitates the insurgents

whalst undermining his will to
fight

The exit strategy from
Afghanistan, which & so
prematuraly  diccussed, s

facused upan the ahilty to train
and mentor the indigenous
secuity forces. We have
decided to deliver mentorng
through the concept of the
OMLT Battlegroup who are
embadded with the ANA at the
lowest level and stand shoulder
to shoulder with them in the
fight There has been some
critidsm of this approach with
the inference being that were
the ANA 1o reguire mentoring at
sixch a low kevel in 3 yead's time
% would be a demonstradle
metnc of falure. The USMC has
a different approach to
meantoring preferdng  to
partner across the board with
every sub unit heng partnered
with an appropriate  ANSF
grouping.  Interestingdy they
share the view that this role can
only be carried cut on the
ground iving and fighting with
Mghans rather than frem an
anodyne cperations reom, such
15 the naturz of Afghan culture,

They are passionate sbaut their
partnering with young non
commissioned officers
Immersing themselves deeply
into the ANA way ol dong
things whilst  remainng
remartably culturally aware
Working alongside indigenous
forces rurs through their vweirg
they have been doing & since
the Banana Wars, through
Vietnam where they were the
chief proponents of ituptolrag
where they again were at the
vanguard of partnering. They
are deeply respectful of the
Afghan Army never apoearing
as the indulgent Westerner
humouring the native,  After
much  mitial  suspicion  the
American Manne way of daing

| things was greatly appreciated

by the Afghans. Thay paid the
Immediate eiatves of ANA
Warriars $10.000 when their
relative was killed in action,
named their potrol bages after
fallen Afghan Army soldiers: In
hort they got itin spades and
this drow a3 commiersurata level
of performance and
comemnrment from the Afghans,
Lt Col Christian Cabaniss would
sit next to my Commanding
Officer Lt Col Abdul Hal at every
orders group or conference and
would seek permission o
conduct ary USWC activity in hs
{re Hars) battlespace n a
theatrical yet highly effective
manner,  This was In stark
contrast to the attitude of some
British Officers wha
fundamentally  failed o
understand the status and
purpose of the ANAC It wss
enougn to drive you Lo
exasperation and | am
embarrassed to say at bmes my
stock phrasa bacame t's thelr
f**king country, unkess this has
escaped your attention” from
RAF  Wing  Commanders

| berating me far my ANA firng

thelr 82Zmm Mortars in “his”
arspacetc bumpbous Captans
twrning up to complain about
ANA takng photographs of his
wehides. It k5 a ragedy that
these peope have so
fundamentally missec  the
point

The Marne way of leadarship
can agpear to Ciffer on the
surlace from our own, Tothem
an oeder 1s not the starting peint
for 3 debate but vary much an
mstruction thatis to be folowed
to the letter: To the British, with
Cur  relance  oOn  massion
command and Hexibibty and
trust at the lowest level where
even at the sub unit the
Company reflects the nature of
the commander, this seems an
anathema and counter intuitive.
Howewer this apparent rigidity
leads to dynamism and tempo
when the Headguarters ssuing
the orders has so completely
understood  the task  the
enviranment, the eremy and
the pecple whilst being fully
engaged & every level of the
fight, This wes absolutely the
case with CO 2/8; there was
therefore na unnecessary navel
gazing from his subsrdinates
who understood thatthey ware
relatively small piaces of sand
on avery bg heach. Mudh has
been written on the "strategic
corpara” {by Americars and
Marines at that) but what | think
2/8 fundamentally undarsiood
Is that the strategic corporal is
anout greventing errors from
the lowest level subtending to
the strategic level rather than
the corporal pondering his
esery move like a trafter of
strategy.  Their Officers Fully
understand theatre and thedr
arders resemble scenes from
every war movie you have ever
seen,  We are probably too

cyrecal to take such drama
serously but when deliverad
well the hairs on the badk aof
one’s neck go L and 3l feed
bonded and resoived to the task
In hand. | feel my greatest
achieverment was being abie 1o
influence the manner in which
the USMC command 2lement
interacted with the media. The
Light Dracoans had wary kindy
left tha OMLT cheir BFBS
teledsion and this was tharsfore
the Marines only plece of
weare equipment. Some of the
lulls in the Ffghting were
coincidental with ashes test
matches therefore | embarked
upen the Sisyphean task of
teaching Americans cricket ard
when Lt {of Cabaniss was beirg
proved by British [ournalists,
attempting to lure him Into
decrying the British effort n
Garmsir he hastily cut them off
ard replied: Usten the Beks did
an amazing job down herewith
very little rescurces, they held
theline and pushed it farward -
very maxch like the draw at
Cardiff. row we cams along
with 3 hell of 3 kot for Op Rever
Liberty and that was the victory
at Lords, now we go the Qval
and the Afghan Security Forces
must be opening”, My work in
Garmsirwas done.,

X Company's time with the
USMC was both eye opening
and rewarding. kakocameata
price with 17 Marires and 6 of
our own paying with theirlives
What| found remarkable sbout
their achievements was that the
methods that browght them
skeess S0 resembled  the
Housshold Division way of
dong business: self-discialine
and uniformicy in the Figkd, total
refabdity, uncomentional
innovation  and  everything
carried out with 2 carelree slan
and relaxad professionalism,
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1st Battalion Welsh Guards Rear Party

all of us working on the 1WG Rear Party the last 9 months
F;ve been extremely challenging and varied. On an
operational footing. our absolute focus has been on
supporting all the injured, their familles and the families of our
Fallen, As the whole of the Welsh Guards community is aware the
Battalion’s hard won successes in Helmand came at a great cost.

Cersequently far many of our
solckars and farribes the laet few
rmonths havebaan adraordinarily
difficut & they hive come o
terms with the tragedles of the
front line. The Rear Pary. n
particular the Welface Cffice, has
made every offart to provide the
very highest standards of support
to our Ingured, their famiies and
the famdlies of thase o tragicaly
kiked nacion Thermwas avaysa
Weksh Guards face to help atSely
0k or Headley Court, & drwer on
hand w gvez ift. 2 goody-bag o
ease the days of rehabiltaton or
someone to wek & dog, have o
coffee with or simply tatk to,
Moregver there wes  ahwaps
somecene soling 2 Wekh Guards
wrist hand for the appeal or
promnating the Battdion’s effars
in Afghanistan,

On the home frant the day o day
welfare of ouwr 50 called headless'
familes wars atthe forefrant of our
mihds.  With the addtions
eperatioral fundng the Welfare
Team put on 3 senes of svents 1o
hedp the famiies oot through what
Wt an extremely  andous
summar Asde fromn regular
barbaques and chiden'’s’ parties
thene were miss trips down tothe
coust. visits to Thorpe Park and
even quided tours around HRH
the Prince of Wales's garden at
Hghrove Tuesday moming coffee
meetings were @ hive of gassp
and Captan Carren Fridmone ard
CSat Wyers held regutar evenirg
meetings n the Connaught Cante
o keep the hundreg ¢r o

Algdershot familes up to date with
dovelopmants in Afghanistan,

k goes without saying that the
normal dutes of the Rear Party
continued %o be the bass of the
Rear Farty’s routing.  These
rcduded the guarding and
mantenance of Life Bamracks,
supparting  the  deployed
companies K&R, conductng pre-
daplayment training for new oraft
and those retuming o the
Batrafion as wel 35 manring the
decompression call in Cyprus
Furthermaore, under the new RAC,
Capt Gesnmay [ones, the Admin
Cffice continued 1o adrministrate
the Bawasion This was &
wonsiderablke feal with Wakh
Guardsmen speead to the four
covrvars of Heimand with very ithe
I to badk dhem up

This summer ves extremely
dhallenging for gl those within the
Welsh Cuards and ouwr wider
tommunity The Rear Party was
exiremely fortunate to receve
congderable suppart  from
numerous ndmidual  and
sgences that wentfaroueof thelr
vay to help us through the
summeas These ranged from
undertakers to police outnders to
Gardeners to quit makers. Allof us
In the Rear Paty are incredibly
grateful for all the support we
receved It helped us assure the
ceployed Welsh Guandsman that
should the worst happen, they
and ther famiies would belogkad
after,

The Sond péavnyg 0! Bshee s Plxw

Support to HQ Land, Brawdy
South Wales and Armed Forces
Day, June 2009 &, vusician Kim Easter

s the newest recruit to the Band of the Welsh Cuards,
Brawdy was my first trip away, and it did not disappoint.

the coach transported us past the historic town of Tenby,

and headed around the beautiful South West coast to our
destination in Brawdy. Our mobile phone signal slowly began to
decrease to nothing, it was clear we were hoading to a very

remote part of Wales!

& brass quintet was provided fora
mess night o0 camp, which was
appredated by 3l who attended
Sameof s explored the dalights of
the NAAFL and med 2 ey saldiers
who wen senaing there Whik the
remainder headed irto Temioy for
some mwch needed refreshmanis
Thefolowing day waes glodious, the
Sun vas Sining and we wears not
required for the concert untl mid-
afterncon. Beng by tha coast, we
dedaded to 9o for an sy maming
oG, {ncte g notrunl, and et o
way off mund the caast. Hawrg
madektan mirvtes up the road we
came o 3 fantastic baach, with
shiry yeliow sand and a dear blue
se2. With no towel or swirrming
costumes, {just running kit) what
statedas a waterfight ended wih
3 $wim inthe seg, for most of the
morming! After this we exgplored
some of the coastal routes, {sHll
dripping wet), ard after a rather
uniortunzte ndéent irvohing a
hesed of about tharty cows, and 3

b, we found an exit 2o the fiold
Howewer, we sill had o nanigate
ow wary thmagh a geat dezl of
cow pats, before making ithad o
the barracks

In the aftamoon we traveled to St
David's and were greeted by the
nestic runs of Bshop's Palace, and
the amna whene we wore
mauested o play. The conced
contained a variad programme,
which was enpyed by an
appraciztive audence young and
dd. Wh siarted out as 3 sunny
day, mihuias after we finshed
playing cur bt prece of theconcert
our Regrrentd Mardh Reing of
TheLark’, the hesns opened and
itwas a race to pack up al of the
equiprment before i was 3 uined
Likpwisethe audance had wrun for
ek, having  enjoed a2
tharughly entertaining concert.

Friday was a rather chiled cut day
 the 8and of the Welsh Guands
FOD group were being uniasshed
in the NAAF ater on thatevening! &
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3 Entastic occssion with &l of
theSokfers up and daneng o hit
after hitfolowing afew drivks athe
bar! The bhand perfarmed twg sets
ardregly setthe partyrmood n idl
swang. [n addbon 1o this there wes
ake 3 haracke session, akhough |
would have 1 say the Soldiers

Serpeane by playyrg N sacohone roke

shoukd probably stk o their
day st

The last rj.v,' of the trip we had to
raved to Candiff to take part in
Armed Forces Day, however there
was dounts & I we woukd ewen
make it as the Coach driver
sppased to be pidng us up got

lostin the Welsh hils for two hours
ang weas bemused by vs <at navlit
vars notthecaimest startto theday

On armang 2t Cardiff we bundhed
straightinta the unform andoff 1o
play. the day was amazing o bea

partof andwes tharoughly engryed
by all Throughout the day we

The Boved plaping AAang ohe concent

performed o the aowds bebre
finsking in radtionad tylewith a
Lasting retrost, parformad with the
Royal Alr Foree Bard around six
ododk thstevenng dsmyfirstirip
K the band | had 2 brifiant time!

(e«xmr for tha bedll)

Tho Barst plovineg ox the Arroed Fovees Do CoradV¥
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I Bard rehearzing wall ooy queids Musionvs ot Tear Snvchenics

Afghanistan (Kape) Concert Tour

October 2009

by Lance Corporal Gary Llewellyn

@ Wolsh Guards Band's KAPE tour took place between
the 13th and 16th October. It included evening concerts
at Brecon, Monmouth, and Shrewsbury snd s variety of

workshops and concerts for students and cadets during the
days. The tour ceincided with the First Battalion returning
home from & very gruelling and costly 6 month OP tour of

Alghanistan.

The Band had participated in
many of the funerak at the
Guards Chapel for the fallen, It
was deaded that the Bang
woukld use the cpportunity the
KAPE tour peovided to rase as
mMuch monsey as possitle for the
Weish
Fund. This Idea was supported
and helpad by the fact that

Guards Afgharestan

Theatr Brycheiniog in Brecon
and the Blake Theatre In
Marmouth (part of Mormauth
Bows Schoal), Undly offered the
theatres for minimal ¢ost
meaning that morey rased
would go directly to the Weltsh
Guargs Alghanistan Apges!
Simiarly, 5t Ghads Church In

Shrewsbury was made available

reer! X Theot Srychencg

Duwrirg dhe 00

e Bamyd o guest Slusinions poming & PVSing S2ack 1 tAS mitdi

ota minimal cost for the concert
wih the Shreweebury MaleVoce
Cholir so that the Band could
henour a request by Capt Ben
Pary (Montgomernyshire and
Shropshike  Brarch  of the
Assooation} o

pérfoern in the town and once

Regimergasl

againralze funds for the anpeal
As the coach <et off from
Wellington Barracks in Londan
members of the Band knew the
mportance of the following few
agays, 5o when the coach made
ts first stop at the services on
the M and 2 musidan spotted
that there was water lesking
from the underside of the bus,
many held ther
wondering whether the bus

breaths

woulg actualy maka it Wales,
Fortunately this little scare was
the orly oneand the Bus arived

Doy dhw

condert ot Theotr Bnchanog

saf= and sourd In a very sunny
Senrybridge fater that day

That evening thefirstimponant
job of the taur began when
members of the Sand started w0
stople

fold and some 500

programres in readiress for
the concerts. The pragrammes
ncluded impertant information
about the purpose af the
Mghanistan fund and the vita
woark that it wy
the forthcoming
programmes wese frée, but the
pudience was imeted to make 3
small donation in retuen. In the
end the programmes alsne

ratzed over £2000 for the fund

be doing over

vears. The

On arrival at Theatr Brycheiniog
econ, the Bard was pleased
to see musidans from the
Gwent Powys Army Cadets
Force, Brecon High School anc

The Band penforming maeh Musioos e Monooush Sohos

wt

Q
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Treordhy Comprehansine
pationtly wading outsice forthe
doors to open. Tha Gwent
Powys Arrryy Cadet Force Bard
has close links with the Barnd
and only a faw months aarker
had traveled to Landon to see
the Band perform at the

changing of the Cuard
ceremory at  Buckingham
Falace. As the moming

progressed, the Band soitup o
wark vath indaidual sections
bafore gathering everyaody
taogether again on stage for 3
full Band rehearsal,

The Musidans were hosted by the
Barvd to some quality army food
at Deming Unes. before
perfarming a jint concertin the
afternoon to schools chidren
and teachers from the Brecan
ares, The Band crganed 2
screen above the stage sa that
when the Band played thames
such as, You Car't Stop The Beat
{fram the musical Hairspray),
Now or Never (from Hagh School
Musical 3) and the tatle theme
from Prates afthe Canbbean, the
audience could see the films
which of course wert down
realy well

The HArst {onzert was an
overwhelming sudcess and sat
the standard for e mrmainderof
the tow The Band werms
hanoured and privieged ta have
In the avdience the family of
Private Richard Hunt of the
Second  Batalion, the Rowal
Welsh, who was the 200th British
sokdierto bekiliad in Afahanistan
in August 2009 Father Richard,
Mather Hazel and his sister and
Faicée were in attendance
supporting the Welsh Guards
[herewas akso a spedal meantian
made to Trevor Turner MEE who
organsed and was responsitis
for 2 coach loads of people
attending from Aberganeniy
Trevoe doss & kot of charity work,

especatly for Help for Haroes, The
music was wide ranging from
Verdl's ‘the Forces of Desting', a
selection from Benrry Goodman
o a Welsh muskal hara Tam
Jones's. w's mat wewsual’ With
sond 500 hurdred = the
audence, this was a concert that
will ba rememberad for many
years i Srecon

The Sand travelad to the Blake
Thestre in  Moamouth  the
following day foe a skmdar
working day to that in Brecon.
There waas much enthusiasem a5
the Band was still buzzing from
the night befare Curing the
Merncon corcert the Band
played a pece entitid ‘A
Monmouth Querture’, which hag
teen written especialy for the
school by Philp Sparke. In this
pece there 5 3 muscal reference
to the Battie of Agincourt. fought
by King Henry V whio wes born
and grew v I Monmouth
following & successfhul day we
were fed 3 delighthd oy, which
gane us enough enevgy for the
overing concart which again vas
7 sell out. The last day of the tour
WS 3 jeurney to Shrewsbury to
thare the rancert platform with
the Shrawsbury Male Voice Chair
who are celebratng their 50th
Anniersary. Both the Band and
(hoir  pesformad Indwvidua!l
pieces durng the oncert. before
wmbning to ghe a great
rendition of some great tunes
that induded Guahoddiad, The
Rhythm of Life, Scldiers” Choras
and Maorte Christe

Althouwgh the Eand can't give an
exact figure on haw much the
tour has raised {at the tme of
writing this articlethe box office
receipts are not in), it is
expected that with the help of
the 2 Theatres, plus 2 £500
donation fram  Monmouth
School  togecher with  the
programme sales, it s expected

Mudicns froen Mormocth achaoy ovd the Bond octsdle e Slate sy

to be zround the £12,000 mark,

Firal mention mustqo to thase
members of the Band who
helped the concert tour be the
sucess It was They are Colour
Sarqeant Backetr for the averall
organisation, and for the concert
In Brecon In particular, Lance

Corparal  Lockwood,  Lance
Sergeant Bartholomew oo, for
dredng the et truck, Al members
of the Band worked extremely
hard to produce 3 memorshle
tour whech will ba remembered
oy all who attendad these very
importart events in Wales

(LSgv Booios, Susn Miave (088 W00

Exercise Cockney Lark 3
Andorra Januvary 2009

by Musicion Mark Skinner

Household Division, this year was the first opportunity

Duo to the high workioad of public duties In the

for an organised ski trip in tho Welsh Guards Band since
2006, Therefore, all the participants in Exercise Cockney Lark
3 were looking forward to a fun and challenging week on the
slopas above El Tarter In the stunning mountains of Andorra,

Azide from Welsh Cuards Band
members, we alsa welcomed
W02 Jo Taylor from London
District, Sgt M {Bart/Beyn)
Senmonds from the Scots Guards
Band and Lpl Laws Henaghan
froen the Grenadier Guards Band
a5 our guess, \We stayed In a

comlortablke and {more
importandly) warm avillan <k
fodge in the town. The pertiodar
upsides of this lodge were graat
maals and free wine during
dinner, whie the anly downsice
was 3 sieep uphil walk to reach
% after each hard day's sking
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Moan Sefnany

n the Manday moming we divided into our three groups,

tutored by COH Grimwood, LSgt Mitchell and LSgt Penny,

All three instructors we knew well — espacially since two
weere “til recently former members of the band.

The beginners were to spend
the week working towards their
Basic Sk Protidency
qualification, This saw them
transformed from complete
begirmers, o beng abe 1o
comfartably get down blue runs
= Wa mudh srow phughng and
endless falls as they siruggledio
master thebasics ofturning and
stoppng. The latterof these key

Muin O Lovwoo

skills particutarly eluded Musn
Olly Galetta, resulting in some
breakneck speads & be Nlew
down the mountains bafore
falling in a comxal tangle of
poles and sk at the bottom
Oy was the first redpient of 2
crown-tke hat preserded to the
Wipeout King of each day, a5 3
result of hs hilanows collsion
with a fence on the nursery

slopes. Mo was characterigtically
tate far the presantation!

The intermediate and advanced
Qroups spent the first part of the
week honing their previcus
skills before moving onto some
skl touring. Although all of the
membors of thase grougs had
been on arry tking trios
befors, some people's skils
were rustier than others. LCpl
Bartholomew nearl sparked an
avalanche when he took a3
tunbie whilst going down 3
ru. Many peoplean the skopes
had to quickly move oyt of the
way 1o &void this giant human
mowbal. The ski teunng
elementof the week was rew to
most peogle, This was a lotof
people’s firstencounies with the
touring skins which enabled
them to zigzag up hills and
cross  ountry  Ther=  wens
confusicn from the start as
peopde tnod to work aut how to
Attach the skins 1o theirskis. The
two groups soan gat the hang
of the techninues used - kaown
a5 telemarking - though mast
people would agree that it was
hard, sweaty work and that
acing downhill was muxh
easier Evenings were largely
cur awn, which we mainly
spentan the lodge bar or other
Dars 0 the town. However. on
Wednescay we had 3 dinner

~

usn DXy Galwiso iobing o Ao

and night out In nearby Sokdey
whiecn Thursday a group fom
the band trivmphed in & quiz
night at the lodge This shoukdn't
fiave Deen 3 surpnse since the
questions  were  all  music
themed

Saturday was due to be § day of
frae sking and some members
of the group were keen to use
thes 35 an opportunity 1o wear
fancy
Unfortunately, due to extremely
bad weather the slopes were
shut off very eardy n the day
resulting n  some
disappointed Cowboys
Wolverines, Biggles and Kited
Scotsmen! Even more Upsetting
vas the cancellation of the dog
sledging  {which
affectionately known in our

dress for the day

rather

bacame

group as '<r‘-:uv~fl.’_-:|glrg Y iIn
which many people were kaen
0 participate!

Spedal thanks shauld go tothe
instruciors and In particular to
Sgt Onris Shiedds for organising
such a benefidal and enoyable
week. Ako, thanks go to the
fosgwing for the funding which
enabled this week to ocur
Household Divsion Fung, Welsh
Luards, Landan Destrict (Malor
Chapple) and CAMuUs Trust,

Muan Moreron
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Vigo Tour 2009

by Musician Mark Skinner

BAND OF THE WELSH GUARDS

he Welsh Guards Band tour to Vigoe is reqular only in the

sense that it has taken place every six years since 1985,

Indeed, only 15 band members on this year’s tour had
been before, so the rest of the band only knew what to expect
from the many tales recounted from previous trips. The
purpose of the tour was to provide musical entertainment for
various events at the World Fishing Exhibition, held in a
conference centre a short distance from Vigo

We left London on 3 Tuesday
afterncon  with an  air  of
antigpation for 8 productive
ang anjayable teur. The bulk of
the band fiew from Heathrow
but rention should be made of
L5gt Bartholemaw who drove
the kit truck overland - either
side of 3 20 howr ferry arossing
frem Plymouth to Santander -
accompansed by Musn Watt as

navgator. When the rest of the

band amrived atthe Hoel Gudac
deWgo, we discovered that the
2 of them had already foundthe
that
afterncon, and made the most

-no
]
J

"World's Best Baach 2007

of what turned out to be the
best weather of the week!

On the Wednesd oy we laurched
straghtinto an itinerary of gk
profile events, performing &
marching display for the Mayor

-

of Vigo and other VIPs who veare

clustered on the steps of the
Museum of Modern Art. This was
located on a busy shopping
street and cur display caught
many spactators by sumrise,
especaly when we wheelad
rght up aganst the crowd line
and soréead ot for e tow bz
manouvre, W2 used NS oCason
t paform the frst of our
specelly grepared

pleces, Puentearess,

Spanish
and the
crowd was very appreciative of
our performance. Spagal pralse
should Qo to Musn Watt for his
nate perfect obligato trumpet
cats in the rmdde of this plece

The second evert of the day was
the main opening Geremony for
the exnibikion, neld at a large
conference enire dose to the
aiport Whiksthe delacstes were
3rriving we stood in the drizzie
adacent to the red carpet playing

e Sand Gt 1 Bge

ndoentsl music - altemating
with the Real Bance da Gaitas de
Qurense, This ensemblevas in 2
fact 8 pipe band - highighting
that Galicia {the Northern recion
of Spain in which Moo & located)
shares a simdar Calticherkage to
thatof the Bntish Iskes The pipers
partculadly impressed the bandg
with their nimndée rendition of the
Meocan Hat Dance. Onca thaifs
were assembled we moved
risicke for the cpering ceremory
Roa|l
stand of over an hourlstening to
speeches given in Spanish, @
Wnguage wheh noste of the

This turned into @ kang

band had move than & basic
wowledge In. Vie were thus
relieved when we received our
cue to play the Galidan anthem
vefore marching off, to the very
upbeat local tune - Para ige Me

Yov.
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The Bond ployng static sy v the crovch

planned as the concert that evening had been cancelled

TM second day was much quicter than had onginally been

by the organisers, In the early afternoon we made the
short trip to the conference centre to perform a short display
to welcome the President of the Xunta (the Galidan
Parfiament) to the exhibition, Fortunately we didnt have to
wait as long as the previous day.

Wethen moved back to the busy
lacation of the orevicus day's
display and marnched down the
streel stopping and playing
Static pieces at shart intervals,
The cowd which gathered
around us wes very enthuziastic
ard fortunately didn't seern to
notice aur uncorventionad stact
to Copacabana. Many of tham
toak the apportunity o come
and have photns taken with
those members of the hand
happy to pose, whilss we were
waking to re-board the coach

Our wark Finished for the day,
we were taken to a spa lacking
ot to the sea The requlars at
this spa were very bomused o
see forty peopla in full summer
guard crder armve  before
strippng off to their swimming
trunks and making full useof 34
the faclities. The hand was in
complete agreement that they
had newer been on a trip bafore
whara they weretreated 1o such
3 luxurious spa. Aftar everyone
had a relaxing couple of haurs,
we headed to the spals
restaurant for a slap up meal

This was not howeser the only

good meal of the tour, Ewery
single meal was of the highest
standard. food
predominately seafood served
n 3 tapas style although we
250 had a briliant meat gril at
one venue A starter on the

The was

meary in many restaurares was
Galidan ple which was very
tasty. The only tancern for many
of s was buttoning up our
tunics after each feast|

The final warking day was the
Lusiest of the week and cur frst
venue was a converted dnema
which was packsd out with
rundreds of kcal schookhilden
Curtaskwas toentertain them in
a concert for just over an haur,
The children were exdted
enough to simply see us walk on
the stage so when we started
playing we were greeted with
ots of enthwsiasm Ourspedally
taored programme included
some items which enabked the
chikdrento actively pankipete As
a reward for getling questions
asout the band rght 4 chikdren
ware ghen the dance to
conadixt the band and the
eqciterment we saw when the
children were given parosson

Tt Soved performamg at e Mon fishing eafxteian

nsruments to play during West
Sido Siory, Was S0 great that we
gave e ancther chance n
Lalin Pop Special. The children
vere literally dancing in the
atles and the muscians
digributing the instruments
came very chse to being
rmobted. However, thehignlight
of the concert (ior the band at
least) was  wetching  the
demongtration of marching ghen
by LCpl Whitwdam and Muzn
Gumey. When $e lods fell In
bahind them to march ownd the
hal there were certanly seme
unconvercongl stykes of marching
o0 display from the dikdeen (and
band members i),

After ancther VIP welcoming
cerermany at the axhibition we
moved o the  beautiful

surmoundings of Castrelas Park
to give a cabaretstyle marching
cFsptay in the courtyard Infront
of the historic building This was
mada slightly mere camplicated
Oy the Fact that rather than

being square, the courtyard was
circular and had a large water
feature in the The
smsombiled guests enjoyed our
display and particdarly Sgt
Andy Lbby's peformance of
Yhat a Wonderful World. After
marching off there was |ust
ENOuUgn Ltime to swap our
bearskins for forage caps before
sitting down in the gardens to
provide badkground music fora
cacktail party. Qur efforts were
shghtly hampered by a lack of
lighting- partiodarly in the
centre of the band, but the band
succeeded in performing a
programme of suitable musicto
accomgpany the ewvening's
lestivities, albeit after much
squinting. Our |ob done, we
enjoyed seme of the food and
arnk provded before loading
the kit trpek for the final ome
and enjoying the restof our Mnal
erening in Yigoe able to reflect on
a2 successful and  highly
enjoyable tour.

centre.

e Bond penfoonvig al (e Musen of Mooers At
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o hief A “‘ i Tank Platoon Commancler
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HER MAIESTY THE QUEEN 3 * ‘.; '. &1-‘

Colanel of the Regiment ! A
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KG KTGCR OR AX Q50 PCADC
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Colons A EMakolm OBE

Regimental Adutant
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Captain HTSFinnegan

Assastant Regimen
. Mejor{Réwd) FX Qulira

Director of Music
MajorS Barpwell
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MajorRW Calimare
O¥ficer Commanding
Major MW Mies MBE
Officer Commanding
Majer | A Corbet Burcher

Gfiter Commanding Support Company ,
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Quartermester Sag Eenant C Maldoy
Cantain | W Aldridge Y
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Captain T CSpencerSmith .
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Capkain | P Okszowski Plotoon Commander
Matar Batoen Commander Second Lisutenant A Major
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EXTRA REGIMENTALLY EMPLOYED

firigadier B| Bathurst OBE
Comd initic! Training Group

Brigaceer R H Talbot-Rice
Director Equipment. HGLE

Codonel A ) E Malcolm OSE
(hief of Seoff initial [raining Groug, Upavon

Colenel R | £ Stanford MBE
(05 HQ) Theatra Troops, Wiktshire

Colenel R HW Bodingtan LD
ACOS)7 HQ ARRC

Lieutenant Coloael GA | )
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Major RG B Pim
50273 6, PG,

Major €] Melish
5025 Flans, HQ 11t Brigade Aldershat
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HORACER, SHAPE
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Majoe | D Salusbury
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ST
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BATTALION EVENTS

1st Battalion Welsh Guards Rugby

Season 2008/09
By Capt A F Bowen,

Rugby Officer 1st Battalion Weish Guards.

he culmination of an extremely “short and sharp” Welsh
Guards rugby season saw the Battalion rugby team in the
Army Premiership final in Aldershot. The opposition
were1 SCOTS (1st Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotiand)
who were victorious with a narrow 29-20 win following a
dazzling display of speed and deft handling from their Fijian

international players,

Although very disappoainted
with losing such 8 aripging and
tensa final the Battalon rugby
tearn can hold their heads high
cin the knowledge that they
progressed 56 far in 3 seasan
which might nat have Involved
2 gngle competitive match. In
Octcber 20049 we discussed the
possibilty of tacing a sabibatical
for the forthcoming season as
we felt that we would not have
tme to prepare for high
ntensity  operatiocns
Afghanistan and play
competitive sport st the Same
time. How wrong wewere! The
entire squad, coached by WO2
(CEM) Andy Carmpbell and Sat
*lack” Hawking displayed a level
of personal commitment which
was  oxtremely  improssan,
satting the benchmark for
Futura saasans of playing rugby
in a very busy Battalion. The
maparity of training ook place
out of hours and often at
sgnificant personal cost to
individuals with members of the
sauad traveliing from Catterick
endWalkes to train and play. The
level of commitment shawn by
the rugly squad has been a real
example to the whole Battalicn
of how sport tan underpin the
morad cormponent of Army life.
A real suege of enthuslasm for
rughy took place amorgst il
members of the Regiment with

Fantasuc support for the sguad
throwghout the season. | am
wterdy convirced that our rugly
success allowed a wital respite
fram the hugely Intensive
preparatians that preceded our
operational deployment o
Afghanistan,

Throwghout  the  2008/09
season the rugby squad has
shown a massive lewel of
sedfless commitment,
dedication and sheer guts and
this can coly bode well for the
future of Welsh Guards rugby as
we continue our relentiess
pursuit of being crowned Army
Champions.  Many of our
predecessors who hawe womn
the green/white hoops will be
richtly demendng that we go
better; rest assured we ae
trying our hardest but it s
bacaming a progressvely more
aifficult task.  As a sinde
Battakan Regiment we cannot
draw from other Battalons and
we do not have the luxury of
thousands in the Carps to draw
together all good players into &
single Regimental tzam. Is this
8 compleint, no R is simply
stating the facts. This situation
may 2o hoid true for many of
our predecessors but | would be
beld encugh to say that | think
the Amny Is nowr slgnificantly
busier than In previous years
ard fting In rugby & rearly

Ingcssible. We will neverreturn
ta 8 struck off rughy squad as
(omparny Commanders could
nat withstand the mpact of
lesing large numbess of men
from their ncradibly Imporzne
uaning pregrammes,  Under
the current regime the rugby
squad will adopt the appecach
of a semi professicnal dub with
physical training and
conditioning taking place in 2
players own time with rugby
time beng dedicated to skills
and drills on the rugby Feld.
Rtness tests will be mtroduced
o ensure  that perscnal
commitment continues to be
tested. We will ako take staps
with nurturing the yaunger
players and this s where the
senior players must continue as
they have in the Z00B/09
season. The example set by the
sanior playvers, led by our
s<ipper Lol Mehlvin Lewds 23, in
their whole approach to Welsh
Guards rugby s offundamental
impertence  Rugby in cwr
Rogment is not about one
person it = zbout the whaole
squad ard the fact that we

regresent the Ragiment and we
have shown durng this season
that when we focus we can
achiene  near  greatness
regardless of how busy we are,
The secrel now 1s ta wark to our
strengths,  elminate  our
weaknessas and pull together
N 4 peofessiond  mannes
Competitee  Sport In the
Battalion & vital in ensunng that
we develop our saldiers and
prepare them for future mditary
operations where many of the
Facats of rugby are tested
Induding teamwork,
commitment, determinabicn
and the will o win.

So wil we wan the Armyy Cup?
Watch this spacel | am
alsolutely convinced that with
the night approach from the
entive  rugby squad 0
demanding high standards
amongst ourselves and the
raturing of the younger and
meve junior playars we will give
the Walsh Guards rugby taam
every chance of delivering the
trophy that so marny of us
drearm of

300 CUP 2009

he 300 Cup was contested on 22nd October 2009, the day

prior to the Battation departing for a well deserved post

oparational tour leave, The Cup was presented by the
founder of the event, John Williams 300, who very kindly
travelled to Lille Barracks for a Fabulous day of sport.

&5 many of us will be aware 300
has been rone too well this year
ard the huge roar ha recowved
from the BattaGon wdwan he was
Introcuced 5 testament tothe very
high esteam i which be o hedd by
oey's  geraratien of Wetsh
Guarddsmer \We wish 300 weld and
lock forward very mud 1o s2sing
e year,

Tha aimol the 300 Cup has Swarys
been bpronide an opportunity br
rugby playars of 3l ablites ©
cisplay ther sils with the hopeof
being selacted for the Bamalion
ruaby squad; this year was no
diferent.  The competition ran
along thenocrmal leaguesysiernin
the moming folowed by a
2o/ ah place play off and a final
in the aftermoon. As aways the

9
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Campaniez went hell for leathar
with somegooad, and notso pood,
ruglyon display. Bvdentin bucket
loads, however, wes  the
commitment shawn n 3l the
rmatches with tackles fing in a5
players competad with every lst
breath for their team. This year’s
200 Cup Yormed a fundameneal
comporant of our essential
dacomeession and normalsabon
foloweng an arducus summer
tour n Afghanistan end with
mary Companies spread far and
wigke for the prevous st manths
ths eent trcught themn back
together n syl The fingd was
conbested betwesn Sumber Two
Company ard Number Three
Comparnty with the "Litthe ron Men”
running out 3 amphatk winners
by 43 paint to nl. Number Twe
Comparry did excaptianally wall
during the league matcthes but
smplyranoutef 2eam inthefinal
The Young Flayer of the
tournarment award wentto Gdsm
Craze, who finished the day on
truches but with a bg smile, ard
the Veteran was none other than
44 yea okd (Sgt “Ancrew Morgan
Brown 16" who spent most of the
predous roonths asa resenistin
Afchanistan with theBattalion. 16
said a few words which surmmed
up the last 6 months and we at
witsh him wel| 38 e fetums bhak
Lo chikan ife in Usnell, Fokiowng
2 thorcughdy impressive day long
displey of skl and tenacity the
player of the umamert avard
went 1o Gdsm Drvarees: who we
arewurewe wi hearmore of

In early December we will run a
Porsibles versus Probables matcy
with thasewha featured postvaly
aunng the 300 Cup having the
chance 1o cemers & place in the
Batalion rughy squad for the
remainder of the season. On the
Lrey Cup Front we wil be
Atempting o Go ore Further this
yeor and win the coveted Anmy

Cup bt as the sagson = wel
undenwary and wa are all stll on
Bave we Wil have to work
exceptionally hard to get through
our group and into the knodk out
sages where amthing can
happen The senior plavers wil
once again need o sat the
example and take all news players
inta thefold and bing tham on for
the bensfit of the entire squad in
whatis bound 1o be a tondensed
<2500,

In addibion 1 the nugby this year's
300 Cup incomorated 6 a-side
feothall tuvg O war and “crearn
cading eating”. All evenis were
hotly contested with Support
Company winning a very tense
footbal final on 3 penaity shoot
out. Headquarter Company were
emphaticwinngs inthetug Owar
where they dominated the antire
event with scme of the g boys”
coming ntother own and prosing
ther athleticsm on the rope! The
“ream (racker eating” relyy was
won by a rampan: Suppoet
Cormpary who devoured ther
pletefuls 1 a record time. All
agresd itwas & srackerof an evant!

Al ahwanys thesaevents o not Lake
pace wihout sgnificant support
so thanks inceed to a3l who
asiged and i partcuar Sgt
Cordon our PTI who was
rstrumental in keeping the day
runnng © a stnct bmetne. Mary
thanks also o the Ragimental
Adutenl  who very kindly
presended the peizes.  Quite
passibly the biggest thanks for the
day goesto Capt Bourne's maother,
Lz who wes exceptionally
gnerows  and  donzted  four
thowsand pints of beer to tha
event, trust me, the “cheear for the
beer” was massie|

Welook forwards toa re-run ofthe
erinestyear and npartadarto
seeng 300 backwith uso present
e trophy.

Capt PL Robinson - Regimental Recruiting Officer
Regimental Support Team (South)

LSgt Phil

BATTALION EVENTS/BATTALION TRAINING

RECRUITING PERSONEL

Sgt Hayes
LCpl Morris 13
Gdsm Luke

Regimental Support Team (North)

LSqt Jones 60
Gelsm Quniningham
n‘. ‘I =1
By

am 32 (Con
: .J- om

-

m 3 N
North Wales Group
CSqtSanger - ACIO Rhwi
LSgt Jenes 91 - AFCO Wrexham
LSat jones 51 - ACIO Bangor

143 Brigade

LSgt Luckraft - AFCO Shrewsbury

LONDIST
(Sgt Lewis 37 - Strand London
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bat 1 Wales)




WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MACAZINE

WELSH GUARDS

BATTALION TRAINING/OPERATIONS

REGIMENTAL RECRUITING

By Recruiting Officer, Capt Robinson

significantly over the last year with the armed forces

Re«vlm In the Army in general has picked up

projected to reach full manning by April 2010. The
current economical climate has seen more people than usual
wanting to join up, these people have recognised that the
Army is a not just a last minute dot com job, but it has the
prospects to offer a full time career, with a pension second
only to members of parliament, however, what It is recognised
is that it does come with an element of risk.

This year in partioular, has seen
a rumber of changes in the way
that we raaruit, and the markst
larpabs n the Army S now moe
competitve than it has been lor
the kst 10 years, therefore, we
ore In & much better position lo
become more salective. In the
recruiting year 2008 - 2009
Wales was a wary successful
region reaching 90% of ¥s

arget, with 943 solders
recruited. OF this figure the
Welsh Guards reached 101% of
Its target with 135 recruits that
wert to ITC Catterick, AFC
Harragate and ATR Winchestar

o bacome Welshguardsmen,

2009-201¢ has proved to be
much maore syccesshul than in
racent years; the Wekh Guards
have been ablke tw reoult

LS00 Soor? wioh membors of e AFC on o Taoy Lot

extrernely wel to date and our
retention in  the tramning
establshments i much batter.
This year up to the first &
months, 74 potential
Vielshguardsmen have been
enlisted nto training, 33 have
been dllocated atrainng date. 3
furthér 31 are waitirg for a
vatancy In a3 training
establishment, adeitionally 52
have passed out and reached
the bataion in Afghanestan I
overthe age of 18

Tha Armry Recruiting Teams
(ARTS) remain  active. The
majarty of thelr work & based
around Personal Development
Actraties (POAs) that are centred
on s«chaak and colages. This s
based on teaching youngstess
the artof teamwork, leadership
and communscation skills in 2
chalenging envronment, Aimed
at the deep battle this seis the

saed and Qives young school
leawers a first encounter with
sotdiers and a feel of whatthe
army iy of fer them in terms of
a2 career Inthe future

The Regimental Support Teams
have kest themsehves busy and
continue to support. train and
help the Combened and Army
Cadet Farces. They attended the
Combined Cadet Feece (CCF)
came in Weymouth this year
2ssisting i various felldcaft
and many other activities
Luring June the {{F in Treorchy
Comrprchensiva. School which
&re Welsh Guards cap badged
adets received their annual
inspecton, this year performed
by tha Prince of Wales, which
VIBS & Gredt suscess

Te Army Cadet Foece (ACF)
acdet camp ook place
Longmaoor ths year; the R8T
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attended this ard sesizted with
ranges and fisld exercises as
well a5 giving presentations an
the Battalon

All of the recruters ARTs and
ESTs have baen uwolved in a
number of KAPE events this
sunmer from OP Dragons
March Southin thargam Park to
OF Dragons March Noeth in
Badelwyddan Castia in Rhyl
Both events were based on
enhanang the Arnmy's profie
and highlighting the jobs on
offer wing displays and
equapment. each show lasting
for 4 days, they concentrated
primarily on  schools  and
colleges and the final day was
open to the public, Summer
tme 5 always a busy perod n
the racruiting candar, ard
narmally thee I5 a show every
weekend Wee the Armmed Foross
Day in Carciff that wes sttended
by all of the recruiters RSTs ard
AT,

As previousy mentioned the
way that we recrut has now
changed, at he selection centre
in Lichiield & new concept has
beent introduced called the
Indvidua Development
Selaction Tost (IDST), this is
gimed at reduding quantity to
quality recruts. To support this
concept, the RSTS have had 1
box dever and start ruraing
their gwn Insight Courses with
the aim of being able to filter the
weads out of the recruiting and
selacton process, There were
4 of these courses plannad
from Apn! to October which run
for 3 days over 3 waekend and
consist of 8 number of
presentabons from the
Recruming Officer on  the
Battalion and raining
establishments arg)
prasentations from recruiters
ontips on how to pass selection
centra The coursa maets Up on

a Friday and potential recruits
go through 3 number of
PowerPoint and admin briafs
On the Saturday potenbal
recruits are taken to London to
visit the rehearsals of the
Queens Bathoay Parade (in the
surrener) and to see a Queans
Guard Mount. Thereafter, they
have the opportunity to take 2
look around London, fecusing
on the Royal Palaces, Morse
Guards Parade and the Guards
Muszum On return from
london they conduct same
fitness tests equinalent to thase
that they will do as per the
seledtion centre crifera, over
watched by a PTL Later on that
afterngon the course deploys
anto Flagstaff Training Area for
an avernight exercice where
they perform some fow level
training.  On retwning (o
barracks on the Sunday they are
briefed by the recruker on the
Aromy Develcpment Selection
Centre (AD5C) and ara then put
through their paces carrying
out @ number of physical and
mental command tasks. Pnor
to leaving Lille Barracks their
confidencels messwred as thay
stard in front of an sudience
and conduct an ke breaker
congsting of 10 questions uzad
at the ADSC Al information
oained an each potential recuit
is then collated and farwarded
to the recruiter for remedial
training or what ever action
reeos to be carried out.

The recuiting offices emain
busy with a back log of pecple
waiting te be processed with
ittle trainng wvacarcics left
available far the remainder of
this year, thus clogging up the
racruiting pipeline, at prasant
the sverage person wanting to
jomn the Welsh Guards wil have
to wakt up ta 9 menths and
beyond to get a training

Ligt Adorrs oY AFCD ConllY @5 Busy £5 owr Jsing

LEQ) Mo 12 god Getsen Dowes 77 assestiog LATOY
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vacancy, Therefore, next yesr the
RST will switch its focus fram
recruiting in the towns and
streets of Wales, to running
moce Insight Courses for those
attending ADSC giving us the
ahiity to be abie to be more
selective. Additionaly, we wil
run nurturing coursas for those
who have passed ADSCand are
wating o o the traning
gstablishmerts

In terms of charity and fund
raking events, the RSTs have
supported the Wekh Guards
Reunited walk bom Mecthyr
Tyafil to  Newport, the
Snowdonia wak organised for
the Afghanistan agpeal, “Wak
the Walk® up Pen Y Fan
organsed by SAMA B2 and most
recantly, 3 team of 10 people
comprising  of  recruiters,
members of the R5Ts, MPC and
the Recruiting Offker ran the
Cardift Y2 Marathon In 2id of the

Welsh  Guards  Afghanistan
Appeal, They alse support
LATCH, the Welsh children's

cancer charity throughout the

yoar,

Lastly belore summarisng, |
would like to mention 3 bit
about 3 local hero by the name
of L34t (Blair) jones £0 (RST N
commander| orgnasly from
Number 2 Whist
during his leave and on holiday

Company.

n Jarsary in July, LSgt Jenes was
enying 3 peaceful day on tha
beach adong with his wife and
children. Dufing the aftarnocon
he naticed that out to s6a peogle
were for some reason having &
lot of difficuity in the water, ®
then came apparent to him that
thera had been 3 rip tide which
had caused major problems
LSat Jones observed that 2
chidren had been puliad outto
sea by the current and were in
extrame  difficuity
naticed that suriers that were in

ne 3K

the water could not reach the
children. LSgt jones without eny
thought for himsalf, immedistely
wsed hs instinet, and swam out
to the two of them, made an
assessrment of tha Gtuation, ad
retrieved a 12 vear old girl whe
wias e weakarswimmer of the
two, withowt further thoughtfor
himseif he grabbed & surfboard
off the beach and swam back
through the rough tida and surf
again ard retrieved a boy aged
10 years old from 400m out and
brought him to safety. The
whaole Inadent took over 40
minuees to rescue the childran,
LSgt Jones's story erded up in
rmany local newspepers in jersey
and in North Wales, he was
therefors brandod a locy hero.
Ha has now been offered 3 lead
role in the new Angesey bay
watch film and has been nice
namad Janes the Hassthaolf

On 8 move serlous note, Lgt
lones has recetved an avarted
for his bravery, from the Rrst

Minister far Wales, Rhodri
Morgan. atthe'Welsh Assembly
Covernment ‘Racognesing

Achiovements” awards carsmony
at Casmarfan on 8 October. This
anard recognised s ndmdual
centributicn in achievement for
his courage and bravery abave
the call of duty in "Helping
Pecpie in Difficolt Sauations”

in SUMMary, the
recruiting worid has been kapt
busy aver the preni ous year with

erare

help from the ever changing
economical sitvation, Op Hemick
10 and variaus other recrusting
averts 1o date, | would also like
to mention that the profile ofthe
ragiment inWaes remans high
sadly, in some cases for the
wrong redsons, | weuld lke to
prasse the majority of those
Inohved in recrulting for the way
they conducted there duties
with dignity and compassicn

during the number of military
repatristians and funerals that
took placedunng Op Herrick 10
without their suppart during

L5a¢ Jonat £0 (The Hal) recondng hs preseniation from Ahody Morgos

these sad  coccasions, the
funerals would not have heen
befittng those whe were buried

or cramated

| niad

Festrssoer oF Mites)
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OPERATIONAL LOGISTICS IN A

BATTLE GROUP
by MAJORN P MOTT

Quartermaster 1st Battalion Welsh Guards

en | was asked to write this article, | saw It as an
opgportunity to Inform all how busy, diverse znd
challenging the G4 chain is on operational

commitments, compared to setting up the customary A1/A2
echelon we're all zo accustomed too.

At presery, the Battle Group (80),
Finds itself spread over avast araa
withinNad e 4§ and occuming ro
less than 15 Chedk Points (CPs| up
to Pl strength, and a numnber of
Patrol Bases (PBs) up to 250, with
o Forward Operating Base (FOB) n
the process of being constructed,
wiach will bacarna home for 300,
indudng Batde Group HQ.
Suoporting the Battle Grouwp is
quita 3 chalienge, with its arrent
manning figures of in excess of
1300 - doublethesize of any nther
B « but with the same G4 team
you'd expad to find on ary
training exercsein UK

All BGs have a similar set up, whikh
I= shghthy different to the vaay we
train for Cornventional War, in =
rmuch 2, tho ochelons tend to be
grouped coliectivaly, Initialy, A1
AZ and B Echelors were grouped
togathear, n fine with cther BGs,
whh the Quartermaster at the
helm, the Quartermaster Technical
and the Mator Transport Officer
baing employed eleewhere. and
in tasks outside of G4, The Batte
Group Logistics Officer (BALOY wes
then laft 1o concentrate on the
planning side of 44 Operations.
Would & warkwith the traditiona!
A1, A2 and B Echelors 7 Probably
not in this Theatrs, a5 t would
ninder anc Sow Gowm the re
supply chain, but & we've spraad
our wings eand ocopied
addricnal CPs within Helfrrang,
whathas become dearis the need
fioran A7 Ecivedon fooward located,

or 3 groupng simidar i nat in
rurbers then  certamly in
function even Fit's anly to st o5 4
mailbag to push and pull Combat
Supplies.  Cther  BGs  have
managed to do withcut an Al or
G4 nods, but noe & BOs are
wpphying  “Ufe Support” o
appriamatety 1,300 personnel

Al ressuppty convoys e esconad
with Force Protection, w0 the
business of hawng G4 assats on
a2l or sending forward stock that
has been accidently left behind
{forgotten) deesn’t happen. In
Some <ases. it may be over 3
waeks until some locations ¢an be
rexched, with the much
antopaied moraie ol mail R fresh
rations. Some locatons an't be
reached by road =0 foct patois
ae utllsed for ressupply, The
importanceforcommandes atall
levals o ensure that the kk and
equipement reeded o be
deployed forvard on the intial
troop movernent is carefully
thought through must not be
undereshmated,

In an ideal wordd, and as doctnne
would suggest, a minimum ef 30
Days of Supoly (DJ5) of Combat
Suppiesshouldbe heddin resenve
arallocabons. Redisticaly, Fihis
Was o b2 put 0 place at al
ocatons witin BG Centre Soueh,
the unchinkablewould have been
ochieved. Dontget mewrong, in
S0 of the more disconnected
CPs, such as Hajl Mem (HAM). as a

80 we decided the best course of
action woukd be to inset 90 DOS
of moed corrmodites. To adhiee
this, it took mangower from 3
Corys, ond over 30hrs to comples
the task. HAM sits lass than 1KM
from Its Sosest P8, butit ey a5
wedl ba an a dffcront isand, due
ta the difficulties ed wilneratslicy
of the oo ronste in and oue of the
(2 To delver %0 DOS of water
alone, loak oreer 4Support\ehicks
{5vs), Ome SVl cary 10 pallecs
which equates ta 6,000 Litres of
water, which s 20006 for 30men,
On top of this you then have the
Ratiors, Ammuniton, Fuel and
ary Welfare goods if they can be
fittad crio theSVs. Intotal, appeax
20 Vehs were mahvad wih the re-
supply. This vers for 30 men BGCS
sasenty ruening a1 1300, There
are a number of constraints and
frustrations to get Kt ogt to the
Boys, partioulartymal, but where
thene’sa Wikl there's 3way - we've
even managed © gt hot plzza
delbverwd 10 dllocations, Torly the
RAF knew what was In those
Vic¥are boxes! The smell wes
unbedevable.

Attrmes locatiors willgodown s
kot 85 2-3 Days of Supply [DOS).
Ths ks through no falings cn
behalf of the G4 dhain, it's due to
restrictions wpled  and
pricetising of loads throwghout
the BG, The we of Support
Helcopters  (SH)  whilst  en
operations for G4 re-supply s
seen o e g great asset. buc due
o other peicrities for the useof SH
astets, notmany (ormbatSuppies
are moved foeward by these
mesns The majority of re-supply
tendks tn be conducted by Combat
Legstic Pacrols {CLPs) o by use of
packing kit in the Bergans of
persornel  moving  between
locations,

CPs wil usualy consist of
epprosimately 10 Vehickes when

headed up by the BC, orup o 4D
Vehides whan the potral is run by
the Brigade Logistics Regiment.
CLPs taka ploce on average oncea
wesk and the majeeity of the
GhY's Department will be vsed o
thy= patrdl, 2nd wil bedeplovad In
mostcases lorup to 48hrs leendng
the remander to prepare forthe
resd petrol. The main issue with
CLPs s the fact that you can'tget
to aklocabors inona cean sweep
- with ths n mind, &5 not
unreakstic F saome of the o
iolated CPs are ardy vsited onoa
per  month.  unless the
overstretchad  SH becomes
adilsblefor resupoly. Onecfthe
man chalenges the Gd setup wil
faca whilst an operations is not
qetting the stores, but fadng the
frustrations in moving the stores
forvard. Forthis reason akne Pre
Deploymens Traning (FOT) shoud
ba based around the diffculties
the (4 element will face once
dapioyed. During the Battaion's
POT | thought It was unrealistic
and a huge ask to support the
Battahon at Aiderchot, Thetford,
Ceterbumn and Salkbury Pain
smutaneously, but keking back,
there could have bean no beter
preparaton for what & s fike in
theatre.

A the Guanermaster of the BG,
and within e conent tamgo we
find sursehws n when deployed
on Cps, | find myse¥ in 3 very
fortunate position, n s much s |
havean extrermedy well srgansed
and expenenced G4 team, who've
been put throudh their paces over
the past 12 months preparing for
HERRICK 10, | kave no doubt. iF it
wasn't for the Subject Matter
Experts we tend to take for
grarkad frem within the OM's
Department. MT and CIS A, BGLS
woukinTban such 3 healthy siate
it finds wself dung & very
dernandng Operaconal Tour
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Normandy 1944 - 2009

by Brian Keane

libaratien of Normandy from the Nazis were held

H undreds of events to commemorate &5 years of the

throughout the region during June, one of which was

held in Montchamp on 6th June.

The Guards Armoured Divsion
saw mudh fighting o this area,
and the small cemetery ot 2
Charks da Percy baars witnass to
the bloody losses Inqurrad by the
alies, with cver &0 being thoseof
the Welsh Guards

| was privileged to be invhed to
theca commamaraions by the
Mayos of bath llages. to
represert the Welsh Guards
Assodation, ard so togather
wkh my wife Sandra, we
emnbarked on 4 frantic 48 hours
whistie siop towr, leaving on the
night ferry from Portsmouth on
Friday Sth June, and retuming on
the night ferry the foliowing day.
On arrival at Montchamp, we
feazted on fresh bacon rolks, ot
chocolate  croissants  fresh
orange juice and amgle tes and
coffee, courtesy of jeanettz and
David Mabitt owners o ‘Poppys
Tes ROOMS, Who Save us 3
fantastic wekome,

Arthe cemetary wemst up with
4 'Hesh Guards veterans who
fought inthe ares, two of which
viere Assocation members,
Arthur Biand from the London

Branch and jchn Willlams
Mentgomery and Shropshire
Branch. Wewess then ntroduced
to Roy Badley, who also fought 2
Meotckame with the 12
Eattalion This was the first tima
he had eyer heen Dack since the
war, and was wsiting his Brother
Harry's grave Jalso from the 1st
Batralion]. Harry Bailey wes given
pecial permission 1o marry
Immediaty before
disembarkaticn 10 Normandy
and sadly never managed to
spend & weekend with b bride
The residents of Montchamp
and St Charles de Percy came
out in farce, with almost 400
residents  present at  the
ceremonies as well as &7
Standards on parade A special
badge and comwmemorative
bockler was presented to the
veterans by the Mayors in 3
specal service besides the
Resstance Memocial on (he
Square

Later n the ahermoon after
several courses of sumpiuous
food, the yane began o flow
freely, the singing got iouder

seryng memiers with Koy Sxiey Bran Keane Arthiv o

and the bonhomie of the French
and the British ‘cld soldiers’
became more apparent - what
a day to rerrempbper!

| am swe every one of the
veterans present, weuld join

with me in thanking sincerely
the Mayors of Montchamp and
St Charles de Percy as well as the
residents, for thelr warm and
sincere welcome. We are 2l
proud to be partof thelrhistory

Anniversary Tour 2009

by Capt (Retd) Graham Tayi

or

FRechoel ¥eteras
UR « Frud o, A Binvd, Aoy Apcwnly MW S0MS Worrw VW

be remembered as one of the very best, and there have

The 25th Regimental Battlefield Tour last September will

been plenty of those. We were privileged to Join local
celebrations marking the 65th anniversary of liberation at
three places with Regimental connections, and everywhere

we were warmly welcomed,

Vie et off from Wellngtan
Barracks, thence to Pirbeight,
ful of hapoy memoress, driven
as always by Peter Gulls, an
Hanerary Welsh Guardsman, on
a beight orisp September Friday

mornéng. The crassing to Calaks
was smooth and uneventful
and we arrived i good heart in
Mecheen where wehad stayed
the year befare. The following
day we trévelied 10 Diest where
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in 1994 we were gen the
Freedom of the Cty. 'We were
met by the Burgomaster and
other oMiCIals and, Aanked by
police outrders we procéeded
o the Resstance Memorial
Petzr had rmanoeuwed us
through some of the most
naccessible streels on the
Continant. so with locel police
leading the way, the short
journey shoud not have been a
prebiem. But itwas We wersled
INtO 3 NAMTOW Streel in the aty
certrewhich, to autan amusing
story short, resuked in the arcd
baing griclocked

Street bollarcs were removen
the vaffic jam was expertly
negotisted and we arrived at the
Monument where & brass band
and 3 lamge group of fomme:
Resstance and Veteran
assodations ewated  Wreaths
ware laid, anthems played and

BATTLEFIELD TOURS

we werg taken to the Gtadel,
horme of the Belgian Parachute
Regiment, where we enjoyed a
splendid unch.

Cafes were visihed, 3 brass band
played and we enjoyed 3
reception in the Town Haf where
vastquantities of wandearful local
beer wis dispensed from large
s oy ample bosomed adies,
The Burcomaster expressed hes
delight that we had retumed to
renew the bonds of friendship
and spcke of the ATt and
days of early
Septernber 1944 when dellans
end Batish solders were njured
and kiled by German torrbing

dangerous

It was, he saxd, to express
apprecixion and grattude for
the &fTarty and sacrifikces made
then by the British thatthetesh
Cuards had been gmen the
Freedorm of the Gty He
cxpressed the hope that the

O Sonder) Wabé o sovade ot et Seving ohe Mot lass Beaxd Sororg

Regiment would continue its
links with Ciest for the fugure
generstions, After a resparse by
Colonel Bonas, which expressed
all our feelngs of grattude for
such a rapturcus weldome, we
exchanged gfts, enjoyad more
Deer, renderad “Land of my
Fathers” and retumed o base
The Weish Guards atendarce at
Hachial wirs swelad to over 100
by the welcome presence of
Ogmore and Swansea Branches
ang, a5 always the Church
Service was emotioral The
Reverend Willy Pryor took part
robad in his a2 Unde Hugh
Uster's Fedd Vestments, An
Anglicen Priest. Major Hugh Lister
commanced No. 2 Comparny in
the Bastle of Hechte where he
was Kiled on the fnal doy

Vie visted the town cemetery
where many locd pecplekdlad in
thefighting are buried, and akso o

new memorial centred around
the twn's Shesman tank. Lunch
followed, as always 2 splendid
occasion, bul it excesded
evenone's expectatons this
yvaar, Some 200 were waated n a
very smartmangues and enjoved
a three ¢ourse unchean worthy
of 3 state benquat

After lunch we watched a play
which todd of the cccupation of
Hechted, the atrodties sufferad by
the nhabitants and the baltle
which led ta the town's freadom.
It was producad by an amateur
dramaticgroup based in Hechtel
and was extremety powerful and
moving. It wes 2 sobering
thought tat among the
audince there were people who
had Ived through these Errible
times,

Fred Bowden and Arthur Bland
are regular tourists wha foughtin
Meche! 2nd thay were joined on
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SOV BanNas OaNESsNg ohe Moo ong' propie of dehi ey -Covmeaus

this occasion by Alan Appletry
who wen the Military Cross forhis
partinthe fighting tharg but was
Qrﬁort.matcl',' taken  prisones
when his tank was desbroyed.
vars an ematonal return for Alen
wiho was accomparéed by hs
two who
comparny. There have been many
wonderful cocamars i Hechisd
over the years but the 2009 st
rarks among the
memorable, thanks to the Mayor
Raf Trupens and tha townsfolke

SOns wese Qgreal

mast

Soma talk of taking cods to
Neweastle but it is unbkely that
anyone would toke beer to
Belgium which 8 rendwned for
its ale. But Beryn lews of
Fetnfoe! Brewery did just that. He
brewed aspecialbeer for Hedhitel
and provided 380 btk bearng
a label featunng the town's coat
of arms. Lée al good beers it
gawn well and was
consldered by locals to be @
match for Beigrum'’s best!

went

On Monday we keft Mechelen and
headed nto

whese we were 1o stay for bwo

Fance to Arras

nights, In the aftermoon we
wisited the imgressive Virry Ridge
Memcrial which commemorates

the 66,000 Coanadians whao died

in tha 1914-1918 war, On Tussday
moming wewent firstro the park
of the Abaye St Vaast to lay a
wresth at the Welsh Guads
Memorial Plague any 1o find
that. unknown to us and our
French contacs, it had been
maved 1o 3 new ste nearby. We
just managed to stop workmen
excavating the paving in frort ol
the plagque, and carried out our

atof rememibrance.
from Arras we treavdled 2 fow
mibes west 1o the wiage of Les-
Les-Hameaux  where

years btefore, the st Battakon

savanty

were bileted. Thoy spent the
winter thero until in May, they
moved to Arrac to stem the
Gorman atack which ended
what hes been called the Phonay
War The Mayor Jean-Pwsrre
Lupais and his wike hawe carmed
out axtensvi esearch inta the
Regment’s stay and have even
vistod the Imperis War Museom
Wreaths were laid ot the splendkd
sh Guards, 2
g-’l‘d.'\'

memor to the W
Vin d¥onneur was
enjoyed, speeches were made
gifts were exchangsd and the
cocasion was addad 1o by the
translator, & hsnming young oay
whe taughin the bcal seccndary
whool, The presence of young

chikdren hare and 3t Jl the

ceremonks we  attended
throughout the w & very
aencouraging and ot [zelles
Hameaux fewy will forget the tiny
ot who dapped and kegt time
with the band.,

Ardire Coliot wha [ves rearderas
has @ massive collection of all
things military which he had
displaved in ks housa Now, & has
besn moved to the Ocean Villzs
sitd which s owned by Awril
Wiliams who &5 well known to
Great War historians. Its new
Sefting IS 3 grest Improvement
and we enjoyed our visit bafore
returring to Arras for our
traditiona group dinner

We gined and wined well ang
enoyed the 2ntertainment that
fobowed. New tawrists added 1o

Pavdy Tine - The end of Tour dniner in Aras
the grea: atmosphere on this ur
of tours, among them Helen
Fumnall whois Drectorof Nusicfor
the Powys Army Cadet Force
Band, whose members ae cap-
tadged Wekh Guards

We weee led by Colone! Bonas
and exparthy drven by Peter Gulis
whose aphion of continental
polceout-riders and horse-baoes
is unprinzable We visited same
Interesting places enpoyed the
cwompary of Ogmare  and
Swansea beanches, and were
royaly receved. Allthat makes for
3 happy tour, bt & 5 the
friendship and spiit in this
Family within a family” that
makes the Welsh  Guerds
Bactiefiekd Tour o unique and
vary spedal

Mrs Ve Sovits walth 20 Bmor ond Davuty Mayor of Hocha
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St David's Day 2009

by Brian Keane

e all looked forward to celebrating St David’s Day at
Lille Barracks, Aldershot in 2009, in order to give a
rousing send-off to the Battalion before they

embarked to Afghanistan.

Unfortunataly this was not 1o be
since |ate plans saw the men
having a well desarved leave
balore their deployment This
declsion covously resulted in
nasty plans 1o find 2 suitable
venue for 50 David's Day ot
extremely short notice, especally
since the day fell on a Sunday,
Fortunately, the Rector of Merthyr

Ty, the Rewverend Martin
Davies, xindy ofered hs

services, 26 wal as the wse of the
Ol PanshChurch of St Tyail ard
the Mayor of Merthyr Tydfd,
Councilor Cive jones, 2nabled
the Assodation to procure the hal
at the newly bullt Mertiyr Tydhl
Letsure Centre at a spedal rate.
By &ind permission of the Band
Master, mernoers of the Weish
Guards Hand played at the
church, which was once zgain
filled o capacity, and then led
aver 200 Assodation members in
the March Past across the river
oridge spanning the Talf to the
eitwre Contre.

Wo were extremely proud to
have tha 2 clded Awocation
members with us on the day
ramely Len Braaks who traveled
fromn Bristol and Is a member of
the Monmouthshire Eranch
azed 95, and Enc Jores, Merthyr
Tydfd Branch zged 94 They are
o inspiration to usal, and prove
YOU arenever 100 Ok to Lake part
Rwas aiso good to see members
of Wesh Cuards Reursed’
supportng the event. Some are
members af the Assodation,
whilet others were nct, proving
we 2l befong (o the same Family,
regardless of what we call
oursaves, Let Ls hoge this trend
CONENWES, SNCe WiIlout younger
mermbers the Association will
oease o exist

Hogefuly, 2010 will see us
ciebrating this day with the
Regiment, which will be extra
specal after thew arduous and
afficAtowin Afghanstan, Tam
sure we will witness arccher

great turm-out!

K

Ees Down

Tow Websth Guords mavguee v dodp conomiratcn

A Day At The Races

by Roy Lewis

he first Association Race Day was at Bangor-on-Dee In

1999, From 2000 to 2005 it was held at Hereford and since

then at Ludiow in Shropshire, The 11th was on Sunday
April 26th 2009 and, as wsual, the weather was in our favour

Very few of those who atterd
the Raze Days are exparts. but
It's R intended to be 2 senaus
punters vbookies occasion, The
attraction s the ogportunity o
enjoy days sport i good
company. and our fourth vsit o
Ludiow was grestly enjoyed.

The main attraction is the Welksh
Guards Assedation Race which
theladies show their equestrian
knawledge by picking the best
turmned out horse. The wirning
owrner receves 3 splendis
stuedte of the first Welsh
Guords Regimental Serpeant

Maor Stevenson. In 2009 the

winnirg horss was Erzen ricdden
by the Rmous jockey Tory
McCoy and the owrer was
preserted with the statpatie by
Colorel DRP Lewis

Ona great advantage of going
0 Ouwr race
marguee inwhich we have a first
class buffet  Race qoers study
the Racing Postand the race card
while enjoying refreshments
from the bar. We pose no threat
to the bookies, buteven amateur
panters win someatimes which
agdastohefun

oay 15 a3 pongle

-

Captain David Davies (21) has
organised the event from its
inception and the hundreds
who enjoved the
Assocation ace Day owehim a
debe of gratitude 1t is 3 very

ngve

good PRegimentasl Day and
members, their ladies and
friends travel considerable

distances to atternd it.

May & long continue.
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MW Ronalr ynes ALS Sonas fou, Mr Swn baons

and Marey Walb wevw aV prsamrd oo that! Sated doym 040

IMBER COURT - 27th June 2009

By RQMS W) Williams

his year we gathered st
Imber Court to
commemorate the lives
of 20 persennel on that tragic
day of 30th june 1944 when a
German doodlebug bomb
kiked Welsh Guardsmen and
two  autached personnel

during a sports day.

It was a beavtifuly hat and
Sunny day where the service was
conducted by The Heverend
Wilkam Pryar and attended by
approximately 100 Assocdation
the
Ocrmare snd Aberdare Branches

members  from London

Az enthusiastic as over, Mr
llwyn Evans who was prasent
on that tragic day read all the
n&”Mes the
memona ard id a wreath on
behal of the Regiment and
Assodation

in&ribed  on

Charles
Stephens sond the
Regimental Adjutant and gawe
the reading and fater glve the
speech back at the Metropoltan
Sports Bar where presentations
wera given to Chrs Forrester
(Metropolizan Folice) and Nick
Harttree (General Manager of
the Club) for all their heip ang
SIUPEOTt over the years

Lieutenant Colonel

in for

Imber Court Memories of
14363331 Gdsm Norman
Edwards

As | recall, allowing & the age
gap, the sports day at imber
Court was delayed owing 1o bad
weather, | think it was orginally
scheduled for the Friday, bt
held over till the Follawing
Toesday.

We were in the stabtdes 4t
Sandown Park from where we
marched to the Polce sparty
ground at Imber Court It was
reasonable June day

| had a “Stadlemate,” Lasm
O'Brian. Typically Welsh®, wha
wonmed a ot about his mother
and how she would manage
the small holding, somewhere
in South Wales

Anyway, Sports Day was urdes
way, and 0'Brien and | wers in
the stand watching some event
or other, He kept asking me to
go with hm on the fiekd to
warch thelong Jump, - | think it
was | tokd him to Qo on down
and | would follow on, but he
wouldn't go without me

Al | resmember was the very
charactenstic engine sound of the

Doodie Eug’ then dlence Then
someoneshouting “Ges Down." A
massve orange flash of the air
burst of the bomb, | donl
remember anything eke for a
time, durng whidh | must have
bean thyowm quite & digance
with the blast. | came to, and
thoughnt, must te ainght
Foctunately O8nen and | were
QX! Bt oh ng, | shall be In
perible trouble nowy, < | had kost
fmy cap badge.

Justimagne, n 8l that camage
and believe me, It was camage,
that the ioss of my <ap badoe
seerned, atthae moment, tobeall
imocetanit!

| remémnber walbng around ina
dane and seeing an ATS il on the
ground. | hirk she worked in one
of theoffkes

We il smaked n thase days, and
35 el down by hershesaxd ©
gnve us a fagtaff” | It a ogaratte,
gave L (0 Nér and put my am
urder her shoulder to support
her.

She had masswve badk wnjures
whidh no one could survive. She
passed out, - svayy, nmy arms, |
laid her gantly on the greund to
a3l further assetance. Hstory
tels the s>d story of the
ermath

Two things skkowtin my mind
After some serrblance of arces
viss restared, weewere formed up
and marchad back to Sandown

Park | can remember people
from nearby houses pleading
with s, have you seen my
Johnnie or haveyau seen mry itthe
qirl. Thay must have gat in to
vatch the events taking place.
Very traamatic

Secondly,  gettng

Sandown and having a vacant

bak 1w

bunk in your stable. Cuardsman
Lemen, amoengstmeany more, dic
notretum hat oy

My mate. O Brien, tepi asting me
why | wouidn’tgo with him on to
the field, the pont of mpact of
thos2 bombs had a long probe
and It exploced, as nearas | can
rermember, n the area of the Long
Jurr | Wity didnt | o with him
who knows. Personally, | k2o
thirk “somaone up there was
keeping hiseye onme’l Soll do

| maver knaw what happened to
0/ Bnen after that. Weuks love to
findoul.

lwentout tojom 3rd Battalion We
sxled frormn Gourode on the Oyde
On the Orantes down through
the Bay of Biscay. - hunted by U
Eaats 10 days m Algiers & Oran in

North Ainca

Then on ta Naples, and owards
and upwards to Austra, where
hostiibes ceazed

My Army number 5 ex Riyal
Welsh Fusibars i was trarshemed
@ the Welsh Guards.|
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TOGETHER AGAIN

The Association Dinner 2009

By Roy Lewis

he 24th Association Dinner at Ludlow Racecourse was a
success but such great occasions aslways are. Even
though the number of those attonding was low
compared to other dinners in the past, the atmosphere was
perfect. Being in a room full of Welsh Guardsmen, all with a
tale to tell and a funny story to recall, is the perfect way to

spend a Saturday evening.
For many the fun began in tha
afternacn at 3 hostelry adiacent to
the Travelcdge. both havwng been
taken over by the Taffls. The
curpose of Assodation Dnrers i
o brirg Welsh Guardsren of al
ages and perads of service and
from 3l the Branches together
and that was fulfiled tefore,
dunng and after the dinnar.
Ludlow  Racecourse now has
strong  connections wikth  the
Regiment, the 1999 Association
Dimer was also held there,
Colone Fom Banes presided and
we were honcured by  the
presence of General Llord Cutheie
and the Regimental Leutenart
Colonel whose father presded
DA TNy SUCH events in the past

Wo were particularly pleasad
that the Commanding Officor
and Regmental Sergeant M3|or
found time to join us despite the
mmnent deplayment of the 15t
Battalion to Afghanistan. When
we beard, |ust 3 few months
ixter, of the daath of Colonel
Thomeloe we thavght of the
evening when he had been with
us enjoying the Assoclation
Dinner, Itis @ memory we shall
treasure

There have been eleven venues
since the first dinrer in 1962 at
Swanzead's Brangwyn Hall when
nearty 350 members attended
The Anrual Report noted “the
woulkd hawe

numoer oen

greatly ncressed bul for the

ducone 09
 Son Gvovrs, BOUS Miormen Witans (the any ong mho could afond o aintd) ond Koy Lowss

small-pox outhreak in South
Waes at the time”. That did nee
dater the dehards, despite arms
throbbing from inoculabors and
warmings notto samplethe iocal
braw, Twas agreatlaunch and a
Regimeantal tradizion was firmiy
nplace

The otharten verues have been
Cardiff where on the Ragiment's
50th Annwversary in 1965, HM
The Queen attended the
Association Dinner in the City
Hall, Merthyr Todffl In 1997
whare 450 preseare,
Aberdare, Wrexdham, Liandiudne,

were

Chester, Shrewsbury, Ludiow,
London and Prbrighit

Vit very few branches hodirg
men reunons, e
Aszogation Dinner remains 3
traditiongl event ard one that
should De well attended
whereseritis hald, | s biennial
whndh means that one s due in
2015 when we celebrate the
Regiment's Centenary

only

kis a nightforall ages but spaviad
mendon shauld be made of the
Oldker Wedsn Guardsmen presant

At Ludow who enlisted In the

17305 Things were 50 different
in their day, but they remain
young at heart and are among
the most loyal supporters of o
Brarch and National events

Thers are sicteen Branches inthe
Assooation onz oftham in North
Arrerica, whose Presiden: David
Tiley santa message apokagising
for his absence
understancable because nelves
over 6000 miles away
granch  was
represented at 3 function tat
hours befora

quite

Almost
e/mery  other
ended 3 few
Summer time bagan
Yie may hawe kost an hour, but it
was nata lost week-end. Itwas
very happy one thanks to those
o our Regmentd family who
travelled from far and wide, and
Brian Keane, Secretary - Ceneral
who organised it
Following  the  inaugural
Asscclation  Dinner in 1562
TIN36E A G Semons wrote &
poem which ha dadicated 1o a
fellow Welsh Cuardsman who
was in hospital and could not
attend, The first and st verses
are worth recordirg
Twas an a Saturdoy evaning.
A Grand Time to recal.

When ofd time Guords were
teeming

In Swansea’s Brangwyn Hal.
50 t0 every mamber

I penned this parting rhyme.
Grand moments o romember
Cood fuck untl! next time*,
There were ghbsent fnends we
recalled at Ludlow, some in
hosgital no doubt thinking ofus
enporing themsaives nase
who could have attended but
& ot missed 3 "Grand Time®
However the great thing about
Assodaton Dinners is that there
S always a next Lime
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Welsh Guards Rugby

Reunion Dinner
Chris Beynon (Hon Sec)

ilst other rugby dinners, of which there had been

throe, had been successful, our fourth at the Stradey

Park Hotel, Llanelli on 23rd October 2009 has had

lavish praise heaped upon it. For the last three decades it has

been the spiritual home of Llanelli RFC - “The Scarfets!” It has

been the venue of visiting New Zealand, Australian and South
African touring sides and one can understand why.

The evening was 3 success duein
the main % Ms faoea Ssunders,
the Chef and ol the saff We were
al treated superbly. To peraphrass
Wear-ime Amencan Aoy General,
Douglas Motrthur "We vl return!”
Unforiunately, General the Lord
Guthrie was commited o & kg
starding duly elvawhere and was
unsble to attend. We tharefore
veicomed  owr Regirrental
Adutent, Coloned Toen Bones B4,
who atterded farwhatwa hope s
the first of many of our dinness,

Theevening's spadal guest wes Mr
fimy Cabill of Barry. A sprghtly 83
YEIrs yOung, M was oy okdest
plaver “on parace’ and Colored
Tam presentod him vith 3 copy of
Sader, the sulchibgraphy of
Oeneral Sirke Jadeson doog with
asetof vatime DVDx

Thehighight of the regh, henmeer,
wars the presence of our retuming
troape from Afghanistan, Hot foot
aff the plana, brushing the dust
from hés ‘combate’ with one hand
and mess in and razor n thaother,
Captain Aun Bowen our nughy

Wexw " Morre 30 donstvng s colfie oo of the Careth
Echwards Barsanans rugby jeries 1o Copt Pogy
O] Aun Eomer

officer got ‘el In”, top table He
gong with other merrbers of the
Battakion rugby souad, had jus
compieted 3 tour of acve duty In
Afghanttan \Wio bete than Aun
<ouid relate the solders story? AN
of us in aendance could
rememberhow the role of a rugly
plaper onoe v, Struck off al
dubees, “tracksuit” brigade, solated
froem cur indwvidua companies, -
haing it right offT™ Owur wearld did
rotcomprseof LE O s, chiid suicde
bombers o kding Ffnends
unnecessarty. \What Alun Bowen
aid that night was 1o bring the
bactiefiedd anvd all k entais to our
tables. He served L0 1S & & Ith
belping! He hichlighted the role
ployed by L/Cpl Mel Lews, our
Brish  Army ard  Combined
Servioes prop forveerd, who whon
aked, stepped out of the rale of
rugby player, perfectly naturally
into that of 8 fighting saldier. Mel
had  epitomisad  the Wekch
Cuanisran of teday by displaying
awholerange of stifs in a1 alen
envirsnment. - butbravaryisnot 3

LoV Bovr presenovng e Tt our olaest phover 0
Povacts™uwath Ganwraf Sr A Jooksan 5 Gutcbiogrpiy
Sokber”

sk, ths an inkbrrent rast and Mel
like many others of our owen,
eamd his ‘spury’ in Mghanistan
Viehaveahuays been proudof Nel
and the sporting hanours he has
brought o the Ragiment Now,
MO 50,

The room that reght exuded a
wermth, 3 deptn of feelng that |
had never before expenenced it
was 3 feeling that | wil dways
remernbe  and ey It
transoenced M gy
tonharmie ~ the feeling for our
rtuming troogs bordsred an
sacrasancabyl

Retumng 1o nomalty came the
raffie Day Graham, that Jam Boy”
exracrdiralne had exceeded even
his gregarious standartls, & our
main sponscr, he had acguied
and purchased two |erseys. The
frst, o Wike John McBride Eritish
Lions persey, sigred and with an
endosed photogreph of the grest
man, The cther Barbarians jersey,
sagned by Gareth Edweards and
with phategraph w0, Major Chn
Whie had donated tvo of his
debanture tidets for the home
Internationals and John Loit,
ancther “Tronman” had danated
telephane< of thedigial, high-tech
vanaty! A Wekh Guards grard
slam|

When “Ossie” Moerts 15) won the

Echwards jersey. he
magnaimoushy donsted it 1 the
rew  Weksh  Guarde  rugly

‘dubheuse” atLile barracks, Alun

Bowen nearly bt Hes hared off|

Come the zumon, Da Graham's
agftof doranng sixtidets, two eadh
o see the Walks v Argentina,
Ausiralia and New Jeaiand games
= went very well Andy Huntes
proved o be an audacous
garmble: He bd £150.00 for the
Agenting  game  while  New
Zectand went for a mes £50.00

Betwaaan the raffle sndtheaudion
we exeeded £75000, that oms &
healthty pat far our nest doner In
am

Giuen that after ‘decomprosson
e ofa weckorso, - the Battsion
weant on offdal eave thatvery day
= It was aking a great deal to
expect » large turn out from owr
rugby souad, thase tha: did attend
It up our night and we were bath
hanrcured and humbled 1© Fave
had tham share reom space with
(5.3

There will abaoys be a bond
between young and nat 30 young
rugby men That we are Wekh
Cuardsmenreinforces tsa Forso
ong as this commitoe continges
its most plecsurabiework, ke rmain
purpesefor fundioring wil alays
ba to support 15t Battakion Welsh
Guards. s rughy sauad and it
rugby man - batheay ever so old

“Didered 0 atvercd” e nextdreer
20M. Qre wirg-formand, rumber
6, General the Lord Guthrie! One
wing-forward, mumber 7 LG,
CK. Antedme DO

Aoy Rl Com Wit ABE pepsindan) Cast At Srvwes
N 2 85 phetogeepds of dhe JI0R Brvish ond sh Lian
o OF South Aoz and 0 Signed Lonal Scasias séesey




WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MAGAZINE

Welsh Guards Association Picture Parade
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WELSH GUARDS ASSOCIATION GOLF SOCIETY

Lt Gl Brian Movgon Frosentng &
Faneock wath the Mol Troghry

The Contonalers

On A tiw ofvr Horkor befivnd
absenvng Maor G MAE conere
Orys Peoviooh and O pes VNS o
Ry Gomvner

Welsh Guards Association

Golf Society
By Martyn Griffiths

@ started the 2009 season in Cardiff at Cottroll Park

playing for the John Powell Trophy where It was with

great radness that we were to learm that John Powel|
had passad away from a long lliness he will be greatly missed
as he was 5 stalwart of the association golf.

Having just taken over the Golf
fram Captain (RETD) DM Davies
who seemexito have the golden
touch where the weather was
concened, | was praying for the
day toge, wall, the turn cut was
a drop on normal years which
was down o the Satralion in
Afghanistan then the clouds
arrived alse the rain however
the course was In sucth gaod
nick every ane eryoyed the day
(I hop2).

The results of the day:

Ist: Brian Turley 35 Points
2nd: P John 31 Paints
3rd: B Penncck 30 Points
Longest Drive: M Griffiths
Nearest the Pin: P John
For our second Assodiancn

meeting on Thursday the 25th
June 2009, vee travelled down to

Hawerfordwest Golf Cub in West
Wales as the theme this year
was we woukd play golf n §
Wales, WWales, EWales and N
Wales a5 it gave an opportunity
forall totaste a bitof golfin esch
cthers  distict fise  ne
ompiants|, the good nesws wias
the weather was better for this
meeting which raflected in the
high scores

The results of the day:

1st: Roy Gardiner 39 Points
2nd: B Penneck 33 Points
Jrd: ) Karford 31 Points
Longest Drive: L Dovies
Nearest the Pin: K Davies

The third meeting of the year
tocok place on Thursday 27th
August 2009 at Akce Springs
Golf Course in Usk which was
tnged with sadness a5 we were

00 119 100 Mordyn Grifivha bobing ialt
Ken Dowes. on the oighe Bob O Rowke

to learn that Brian Turley had
suddenly passed away, who
2a3in will b vary sadly missad
2 he also was 3 stalwart of the
Calt Association, | must be now
having the same luck with the
weather as it was 3 lovely day
bt the course ook its toll, thase
who knew the ourse opted to
take buggies this proved to be
invaluable & the course was
very hally to say the least,

The resvits of the day:

1st; B Pennock 32 Points
2nd: Col § Malcolm 31 Points
3rd: R O'Rourke 30 Points
Longest Drive:

Martyn Griffiths
Nearest the Pin: R 0'Rourke
Qur final meeting of the year
took place on Thursdaythe 24th
September 2009 at Thirk Galf
Coursa in Wrexham where a bt
was atstake. Not only were we
competing for the Stanier
Trophy wa warealso playing for
the Malcolm Trophy which is
presented to the Welsh Guards
Assac@ation Golfer of the Year,
and this year it has never been
ciosar as a number of people
were in contention, Itwas alsoa
delight 10 see Lt Col Brian

L6 G Brion Movpon Frsseveng )
Faytoek meth e Starvar Ty

Morgan. € Hopkins and John
Willarrs who ddn®t come to
play but came far the occasion.

I owould like o take this
opportunity to  thank Col
forgan for presenting the
prizes on the day, also specal
thanks o John Willams for
taking all the great photo's
thank you

The results of the day:

1s¢; ) Haycock 35 Points
Winner of the Stanier Trophy

2nd: B Penncck 32 Points
3rd: A Hughes 26 Points

The Welsh Guards Asscciation
ColfSodety Player of the year for
2000 and winner of tho
Maleolm Traphy = Bryn Pennack
with a score of 127 ponts over
the season. Well done Beyn
Fam looking &t courses for the
2010 s=ason and as soen a5 |
have confirmed the bockings |
will leg you know the dates. |
would |ust Bke to thank all
members who have supported
the ol throuch 7009 and very
much ook forward to your
company in 2010,

-J
o
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aving formed in November 2004, the Guards Division

Corps of Drums Association can now boast a

membership of seventy Veteran Drummers drawn from
all Regiments of the Guards Division.

Athough net all
parteipate in playing, we can
still put out 3 Corps of up to

members

thirty-five Drummers for
engagements. e Practice

every month 2t the Grenadler
Guards Cliuh n Windsor, and
carry out at lesst elght
engasements esch year, During
our five years of operation, we
hsve made appearances at
Various Regimental Garden
Parties. The Royal
Haspital The Roval Sta and
Garter Home  Richmond,
Remembrance Day Parades at
Bristol and Ashford in
Middlesex, Veterans Day
Parades In  Walsall and
Partsmouth, The Grenadier
Cuards “Grenadier Day”, at
VWndsorand Aldershet, and The
Grenader Guards Regimentsl
Remembrance Day Parade
marching and playing behind
the Band of the Grenadier
Guards from

Chelsea

Vietington

Barracks 1o Horse Guards and
back.

In Decerrber 2007, several of
owr Hute playersdonned Desart
Combats and joined the Corps
of Drumrs of the
Regement at their Welcome

Mercian

Home  from Afghanistan
Parades in Nottingham, Derby
and Worcester, During the first
three months of 2008,
provided  Drum  and

Instructows for the st Battalion
Grenadier Guards, 15t Battalion
Welsh Guards and the Royal
Anghian Regiment  teaching
their young. and not so young
Drummers the finer points of
playing their instruments to 3
standard acceptable for Pubic
Duties. this we achleved, and
ow eiforts were very much
appredated by the Drom Mayors
and Commanding Officers of
the relatwe Batalions. CQur
Music nstrucion work is carried
outwith the full knowiedge and

wa
Hute

Cco-operation of the Armw Schoal
of Ceramonial to ensure
continuty with the current
Sehool curriculum. We will of
course remain available two
repeat this sort of help as and
whean required, particularly as
Battalions raturn from
Afghanistan,

Althougn aur membership IS
heakhy, we are lockihg to
recrust mare Veteran
Crummers, particedarly from
the Scats, Irish and Welsh
Guards, from wharever ara, but

aspacially those who have left
the senvice in recent pears Our
overall quest s to ksep our
unique type of Military music
from passing Into the realms of
hastoey. IFyoau are interested 10
Peck up your nstrusnerts again
please contact -

Fetar Taylor on 0118 979 3372
omall -
potertayloréSEblopenworid com

Hoe Secretary, The Guards Dinvision

Corps of Drums Assodation,

~J
~J
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Developing The Afghan

National Army

Lt Coi Guy Bartle-jones, Welsh Guards

Kandahar but ultimately to Kabul for yet anothor tour in

In Oct 09 1 found myself back on a Tri-Star destined for

Afghanistan, On this occasion to take on 3 Staff Post in the
US 2* HQ namely Combined Security Transition Command -
Afghanistan or CSTC-A for short, Having recently returned
from Op Herrick 7 with 1COLDM GDS | was current enough to
veaiver OPTAG and Chillwell Individual Reinforcement Cadre.

Therefore pre-gaployment
traming consbted of a series of
briefings n PIHG and 3 quick
afternoon hendover with my
predecessar in (hillwel, from
my time on Hermick 7 | had had
somecealngs weh CSTCGA, and
o A previous tour n BRITROR
vath &5 forerurver Office of
Military Cooperation-
Afgharistan. Essentially CSTC 4
aperated cutsde NATO-ISAF but
within 3 US chain of command
k prosdded 3l the resources,
training and equipment to buid
the Afghan Natiaral Army (ANA)
- Its lead nation tack &< part of
the 2002 Bann Agreement, just

o UK was lead nation for
counter Narcotcs, Germany foe
Posce, ltaly for ludciary reform
and lapan for LOR
{dizarmament, demobilsation
and nsintegration), Unlike UK,
Germany and Raly, the US had
throwen considerabile rescurces
and finance at s task and was
to al intents and purposes
delivering - something you
could net say about the other
countries! However on arriving
in Occ 08 | found that CSTGA
wes under huge pressure to
expand the ANA programme
and grow It faster. At the some
tme the US had assumed

responsibity  far  Police
Development a3 the German
efforts had falled dismally to re

train, equip and professionalisa
wihich was i effect 3 localised
miltsa, etremely corrupt and
had the potentidl to derad the
ANA programme as the police
alienated the local population

e Alghan National Police
[ANP) was 3 sgnificant burden
on the Americans drawng
manpower and resources away
from the ANA programmez
particularly as thers sppesred
Witle appetite ta assist the police
programme  from  MNATO
tountries. This vas the state of
play InOalg

OSTGA s located In Camp
tggers at the heart of the
qovernment  and  milkary
insttubions  bath  for  the
Coalition and Afghans. It wias
oneof the fiest HQ established In
Kabul and borders the UN
complex and the President
Karzal's Palace. The Mirestry of
Defence and General Stalf HQ is
a short walk away. Part of my

Q7 A T

role  running  the  ANA
development programme was
to ensure greater ANA Genesy|
Staff ownershio and to that end
| mentored Brig Gen Noor who
rén  the Directorate for
Operations, Readiness and
Moblisation wahin the 03
branch of the Ganeral Staff, Lke
mary of the Senlor Officers he
was very much a graduate of
the former Sawet run National
Army. H 3* boss the Directorof
Operations Lt Gen Karimi was
the exact apposite being &
Sandhurstgraduate in 1968 and
Flatoon
Course trained | had first met
Gen Karimi in 2004 when he
had helped me arrange the use
afthe famous Bala Hissar kortas
tha venue to hald 3 Blue-Red-
Blue kinch, Being the Cirectorof
Operations was as you can
Imagine an extremely busy b
and he had now baan there for
the last B years. However.
aespite being Pashtun he had
an excelent relationshig with
the Chief ol the General Staff
(CGS) Gan Bsmliah Khan. Gen

Commander Rakle
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Bsmillah Khan was very much
scldier’s saldier and forrmer
Mujishdeen leader and an
Insplrational and charismatic
leader tothe ANAO. However a2 4
Tajlk hes ralationship with tha
Defernse  Minister  Wardak,
anather Pashtun, was if nothing
else imitad and prone to doing
the opposte of what the
Mnister may dract or merely
sabatage It before it gat off the
gound, To help overcome these
relationzhips  each  senor
Afghan was spponted an 06
{Full bird) US mantor and their
eflorts cocedinated by 3 senor
Caniadian menter. Corralling the
efforts of the mentors became
key 1 credting synergy and
unity of purpose amongst the
Alghan leadershp ard o
owercome  tribal resentment
and sheer stubbornness.

IFyou thought the dynamics of
the Afghan Headguarters was
afficult, It was nothing
compared o those in CSTCA,
Trying to work how the HQ
functioned ard who played
what role was a challenge =
itself, CSTC-A's primaey role s
the devidoping and trainng of
Afghan National Sexurty Forces
(ANSF), having migrated from
the Army mission o the
additonal missions for the
Folice and other securky forces.
As such It was sat up with the
traditional funchonal branchss
of C1'1to (8 a5 well 2 addkional
branches for C) Engensars and
C) Surgeon each with thair own
ANA and ANP tweams {see
Deagram). Each branch
headed by a US 06 {except (J5
headed by 3 UK 08). However
sitting above these
organisations were § series of
1"s responsbie for 3 spedfic
ar2a which all the () functions
may have 3 supporting role n,
For the deve‘opment of the ANA

| worked closely with the
Deputy Commanding Gersral
{DCG) responsible For
Programmes; the Assistant
Commanding General {4CG) for
ANA the Comd ofthe Combined
Training Mvicory Group (CIAG)
and the (DCG) for Interrationg!
Security Cooperation (ISC).
Essentially DG for
Programmes controlled  the
budget and ako doubied up as
3 Chiaf of Staff of sorts, The MG
ANA mertorad the ANA in
stratesic planning with CTAG
mentoring the Afghan National
Army Traning Command to
deliver indwidual traning and
collective tramning for new units
o deploy to the Feld Army with
5O sourcing  equipment
dargtions. Each of these 1%
came from a dfferent
natonality. DCG wes US, ACG
ANA « Caractian, Comd CTAG -
British and DCG 15C - Poiish| As
You can ¢ a complex mult
national ervironment in which
0 work and Further
complicated by  CSTCA's
melationshp vath BSAF Camd
SAF was dual hatad as Comd U5
forces of which CSTCG-A was a
supgorting  command  with
CSTCA cantralling the budges
for all ANSF

In this complex headquarters
the engine housefor mast ANSF
development was ()7 jeee
Diagram 2} Its mission was to

In partnership with the
govarnment of Afghanistan,

mentors, synchronizes,
coocdinates,  and  exerutes
opaerationsl  and  strategk

planning and production to
build ANSF capabiity in the
following  areas Force
Development and Integraton,
Training and Education.... Its
Saructure droke down Into &
Force integration Division and 2
Training and Education Division

4
‘.
:
|
:
i
4
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In reality the ANA and ANP
wechions weors effoctively two
distinct branthes. The subtle
differance between the 2
organisations was that the ANA
was being fielded and growm,
while the ANP was already
established to strength bt
under considerable
pregrammed  development.
There was litte overlap with the
ANP section but some proedts
for specialist ANSF units wers
worked jointhy.

S0 what was my role n sl of
this? As Chief ANA Forca
Integration with 38 smalf team
of: 3 US Novy Commander, a US
+ Navy Ueutenant Commander
and two cvilian eniradons we
had to generate ard fiekd the
ANA and integrate all the key
stalf functions to grow the
force: manning  2quipping,
raining, mentering and
proading faclties, This nvched
toordinating: CJ1 435, C)4, )7
TRE CTAG, ISC, €] Eng. C[TF
Phaenix (US Embeaded training
eams [ETTs)} and SAF DATES
{Depactrment for Training and
fquipment  support  wha
cocrdinated ISAF Operatianal
Mentoring and Uaison Teams
(OMLTS)}, s all had an inputinta
the fimlding process. On tep of
fielding ANA units we werealso
respansible for introdudng new
equipment programmes for the
ANA. The 3 masor programmes
we were involed in ntroduwng
were: Up Armourec  High
Iobilty Multipurpose Whesled
Vehicles (HMAMWVs),  NATO
weapons (MIEs personal rifle
bght, medium and heawy
machine qurs M245, MZ408
and MZ) and vehicle mounted
Symphany Electronic
ountermeasures, The training
programmeas for these
equipments were coordinated
by the Trainirg end Education

branch of C|7. This was not
without Its problems  The
central traning plan concept
that had evalved had taken no
account of the difficulties and
reslities of training deployed
unats, not least geting them
back to Kabul with limited
strateqichift Intheendthaplan
had to be unraveled and
training decenraiised 25 the
only realistic mears of delivery.
This presented  signficant
challenges to the Corps tobrng
units owt of operations (o re-
train. The tocal budget for these
3 programmes came to jusk ower
57 billlon - 3 fer oy from
running the Battation PRI

With the Force Fielding the
majority of unis trained were
Irfantry Xandaks (Battalion
equivaient) that were generated
through & tried an tested
process thet saw individuals
hawing completed the basic
scidier, NCO and Officer courses
coming  together at  the
Consalidated Felding Certrefor
10 weeks of coledive trainhg
with their mentor team {ETT or
OMLT) o form a Kandak and
then 1o deploy to theirallocated
Corps. Prodlems arcse when
eithar the Aflghan General Staff
or MOD or ISAF waned to
change the plan to re-Sirect
kandaks ekewhere as this
effected who mentored them
and whether there were
facilties available a5 the faclies
plan worked from the Fielding
Plan. The only work arund
solution was to bulld tentad
camps when the plan changed
The other Feking issue was
that mast Infantry kandaks
would be felded by end of 09
and the more specalized units
would be coming online such as
Route Oeararce Company's
Combat  Support  Kandaks,
Combat  Servike  Support

kandaks, Engineer Batalions,
Corps Support Battalicns and
Quick Beaction Force furnoured
Companles. However thess
units had been desgned on US
amiar units but were not
nacassarly a geod 6t for the
Afghans. The concept of
employment for these units
either did not exist or wera
taken straight fromn LS dodtrine
ang there waz no r=al plan in
placeto deliver thern to the field
wath only the basic trainmng and
then sendng  contracted
{rainving teams o geliver morne
specialised rairng later on,
Similarly the spedaksed
equipment for thess units was
not necessarnly syncheonized
with the fielding programme.
Thereforefisiding concepts had
o be devdoped and the Fieding
plan more closaly synchronized
with aquipment procuremant
and training delivery, The final
mate up of the ANA Is depicted
in Giagram 3 {with units in the
Afghan Hag deployed and
thase in grey yet to be fisldad).

Ancther anomaly of how CSTC
A was et up wes that despito
havngthe rode of farce fieiding |
was irvolved in @ number of
progects that nvolved deplayed
wnits and formations that fell to

()7 Farce Incegration Lo resotve
and plan. Frstly reconstituting
a the counter Narcotice Infarery
Kancdak {CNIK} that had beon
hastily created in May 08 to
provde outer cordon protection
to the Ministry of Interice’s
Poppy Eradeation Force (PEF) It
had deployed to Hedmand after
the popoy eradication season
had Anished and ended up
remaining at supporting 3/205
Brigade az an additional
mfarcry kandak, it had seen its
fair share of fighting In the
Upper Gereshk valley and in
ad-e Ali but was bady In need
of re-equipping. training, and
new leadership to prepare for
he 0% poppy  season.
Unfortunatety CNIK was not an
established urt on the ANA
order of Battle and as it dd not
come under any of the Corps
and In effec workad directly to
Chief G2 in ANA General Staff
The Americans referred o itas
'the re-heded step child'l
Secondly the athermajcr project
was the standing up of the
Gpital Division o take
responsitility for Kabul Provincg
and ra-aligning 2 Infantry
kandaks from the Headquarters
Security Support Brigade (HSS8)
who 2lso  provide  the

Leovng G0 07
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Presidencial and MOD quards.
This imvalved creating a new
Headquaters and
taking over a site at the Kabul
Inteenational  Alrport  that
belonged ta tha Ar Corps but
gdueto defays m che new DUd o
the Air Corps new Sie, the
Dwision could not be stoed up
unkil s time as the Alr Corps
maved cut. Linked to the stand
up of the Capital Division was
shifung 201 Corps from IS
largaly Kabul fecus (o
concentrate on the Sguth and
East of Kabyl Province and
maning the Corps Beadquarters
from &5 ocation at Poke-Charkl
¢ a new lacaton In Nangahar &
Gamber. Howeverthe sae buld

Dmsional
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was way bahind schedule and
the Corps Commander was not
in ary rush o movel

Mearmhilethrouch considerable
natonal political efforts From
the countries in Reglonal
CommandSouth and the arrivd
of  General Pretreaus &t
CENTCOM there s
considerable pressure o come
up with potercial options for re-
focusing ANA combast power to
the South. There was no doukbt
that the magority of aperaticnal
activity was in the south but
there was stil a steady stream
of incidents In the East and
things were getting woese In
the West. EMfectvely all Corps
were ¢rying out for new ANA

unis, Trerefore | was tasked
with drawing up options for
Inoreasad ANA manpower to
tha South and drawing It away
from the other Regions. AL the
Sérreetinre is wWas gong on we
were asked 10 raw up plansto
expand the ANA Its
growth path to132 000 to one of
750 000, The current plan had
aready been cut Dack to be
deliverad from 2014 e Dec 2011
and the US adminestration were
considenng having the 250 (00
complege by 20121 This required
somi more radical suggestions
tut the beggest Implications
being

from

on eguipment and
irfrastructuee for barracks end

the traireng regore baing able

Catanwviyg raung foakses ar Darusamon

to delver the necessary quality
All unger
consideration at my time of
lexvingin Apnl 09

hese were

CSTC-A was afasanating place
o work particularly alingsidathe
Americans. The pace of chanpe
was tremendous Sut there is no
doubt that any 'exit eraswegy’ for
SAF §es in daveloping the ANA
into a credibie force that can
stand on it own it will taketime
partiadarly for the Afghans to
develop the mors
capabiities and to rebuld thar
infrastructuce Let s hope the

soocalizt

nternational cammurity wil
nove the pabience to see L
through!

24
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A Piece Of Regimental History
Comes To Light - In America
By Roy Lewis

front from Arras to St. Quentin. Three German armies faced

ln April 1918 a German offensive was mounted on 3 50 mile

the 3rd and Sth British armies but the enemy failed in one
ofits primary aims, to divide the Allies and reach the Channel

ports.

AmMorg the many janeses in 13t
Batalon Weish Guards in that
action was 1651W T Jonas, then
25 years of pge whose home
address when ne enksted In
lure 1915 wmas Clive Sireet
Cardiff, He suffersd two
wounds, the second an the 12t
April 1918, rese from the ranks
having hoen acting COQMS in
Apil 1977 and survived the war

Az it Is today Jones was a
COMIMDN nama in the Regiment
and 220 served in France and
Belgium between 1915 and
1918, seventy-five of whom

were wounded, some more
than once. Fifty-six wera kiled
¥ action or died of wounds or
skkness while one Jones was
ewarded the Distinguished
Conduct Medal and fourteen the
Military Medat

In March 2000 Mr Edward Wil of
Saint Charles, Missouri
cantacted Dai Tlloy, Precident of
the North American Branch of
the Welth Guards Assagation
and senthim a notebook he had
found in 3 set of old books and
papers relating to e Great war.

Thetattered noteback consisted
of drawings ard poems by
patkents at No. 12 (St. Lewis)
British Armry Ceneral Hospital in
Roven, France, and one of the
pages was contributed by a Sq!
W T Jones, 15 Battalion Welsh
Guards dated 19th Aped 1918, 2
copy of which is induded with
this artkle

‘This drawing denotes the
place of my birth, Taffy’s the
nickname, snd causes some
mirth and though they make
Fun I'm proud and do long to
return to my home, In the
land of song.”

“Dan't think this is ret it is not
50 thero is good and bad
wherever you go but chums
from US. VIl shake by the
hand as well as from England,
Scotland and Gallant Ireland”.
St WT Jonas Tst Bt Weish
Guards 1914-18

Yith very letle Information to
warken and basing in mind the
rumbers of Welsh Guardsman
called Jones. it was vary dffiodt
identiying SgtW T Janes fram his
namesakes listed in C H Dudiey-

Ward's book, “History of the
Welsh Guards® which wes
published in 1919 and which
incdentaly & stil avallshle

However thanks to  the
expenence and assitance of
L/SgtMark Morgan at RHQ, itis
naw Mought that 1651W T Jones
of Cardiff is the man who drew
the Regimental Crest in the
notebootof Apnl 1918

In any event it s a remarkatle
Story and thanks to the interest
of & resident of Missouri, and
instart action by Dai Tilley,
another piece of Regimental
history has come to fight.
Missouri Is caled the “Show Me
state, traditionally becaute its
people have a reputation of
Mistrusting everything they see
and hear, but MriWil has shown
us {he way to preserve histaricsd
records.  Ms larges: dty & St
Louls, which by conadence &
the name of the miitary hospital
n Rouen. Itvars there tha Britsh
wounded put together a littke
book now resting in the archives
of the Regiment Sgt W T Jones
jcined ninety-five yoars G0

“

GALLANT HEROES

The Soldiers Poem

By RogerSimmonds

in 2 far off foreign lond fighting el through gods right hand.
On the seq, the air; the land
Liberation for all is planned
Never giving up ond standing strang. gving up theirfives to
Right the wrong.
lmdcvmpraymgdmifwon‘rwkvw
To have thern home where they belong
Liberation seems obsurd and freedoms just another wovd to
those who's crushed beneath the giant's feet.
Bur help bes in the sow and strang hearts reach thelr goa/
And giants tumble fo their raker meat
And after ail the fighting's done and all the battles wan, aur
Brove ones home ogain with us at fast
For our heroes behind stil in our hearts and in owr minds
Don't let their sacevice lay In the past
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65th Anniversary OfThe
Liberation OFf Cagny
RQMS W) Williams

is year we were kindly invited by the French for the 65th
Anniversary of the Liberation of Cagny (Operation
Goodwood) on 17th-19th July 2009. It was meant to be a
Household Division trip but only the Welsh Guards Association
veterans and Major Tony Brady of the Irish Guards were able
to make the trip.

It was an «arly start far owr
veterans departing  at
05 30hours from Longian for
Pertsmeuth to catch the 0BO0
ferry to Custream (Caen) where
the <3 2Cross was very smooth
and with our veterans looking
forward to staying with aur
Franch hosts.

Parfour and was then wers
raken o the Mayor's Pariour to
meet our French hosts with
some snacks and drnks

The naxt day we were taken to

Pagasus Memoral Museumn for

the morming and again we wers
noked after by the curator who
gave our veterans 3 gt after
waichng a new Normandy
landings vides. The afterncon
and early evening was then

We arrived 5 hours later and
were met by lean Paul Hauguel
representing  the Mayor’s

taken up By our veterans they

attending 3 small servce at The

plaved their  part
impaccably
Guards Armoured Memorial

A very aMferens part of the day
Cemetery and Church where,

was In the evening where we
went ta the vilage hall for a six

ourse

each of owr vwevars id a
wreath at each locaticn an
behalf of the Regiment and the
Assoation

meal and  was
tharoughly
French singers and dancers

entertained by
They then raceved 3 badge .
bnnging back the memanes
and lavghter of the good times
during the war The French
showed s remarkathe
genercsity and with greag style!

from the Mayor and as ever, our
veterans did us so proud
numbly modest and dignified
but  sprightly and good
humoured, despite their years

Echoes OfThe 2nd Battalion
By Roy Lewis

esearching into the Regiment's history i a very

intaresting experience. Adding to the Regimental

Archives Is the principal alm, but meeting Welsh
Guardsmen of all ages and periods of service is a privilege and
a pleasure. especially when they have lost touch with the
Regiment. In 2009 three former members of the 2nd Battalion
were contacted and visits made to their homes in Porthcawl,
London and the Isle of Wight.

Two of them, Alan Appleby and
Bryn lames, feuaht in the first
actions of the 2nd Battaion in
May 1340, covering the
evacvation of the Dutch Royal
Farmiy from the Kook of Holland
ard  eight  days

and spent five years 3 2
prisaner of war,

2656525 Nan Applaby of Sumey
was mentionad in Despatrhes
for his part an the fighting in
Soulogne. He had been a
Drummer in the Coldstream
Guards but then transferred to
the 2nd Battalion Welsh Guards
pst before war broke out

bter the

rearguard activa at Bouogne.
Bath got back from Helland bue
Bryn was captured at Boulogne

e - A
Alte Anpiaby 2000
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Pk Clavelong-Soowpos with 1w "Phoses” murse cover

2735248 Bryn  James of
Clamoergan [oined the Ragiment
in December 1939

A third former member of the
Ind Battzlion visited n 2009
was Rabert Oeveland-Stevens
who left Dxford Universaty In
Fabruary 1940 to join what his
father descrived =5 the “the
most efficientand most cvilived
of 2ll Regiments™. He lves In
lordon ond recalls hs dose
friend, Rex Whistler, the famous
whose  death  he
witnesced in Narmandy which
‘a terrible
personal and Recimental loss”

artst
he descorbed 33

He commanded 13 Troop and
his tank was named Phoonix
Rex ' Whistlker painted the end of
tha canvas muzzle of the tank's
qun depicting Phoenix riging

from the ashes. After the war
the troop presentad it to thesr
Commander

The Guards Armoured Division,
farmed in 1941, induded the 122
Battabion as Infantry ard the
Znd a5 an Armoured Recce
Battalion, As Magor Ellis says in
‘Welsh Guards at War” those
selected fortha 2nd "had almost
everything to Alan
Agpleby scon adapted and
became skifed In tank gunnery

lpaen®,

ond wireless and was promoted
tank
Commander in Pickerng where

te Sergeant and
the Battalion trained priof to
Noemandy

As the war was about ta end
Robert Cleveland-Stevens wes
wiurded nearHargverwhen a
martar shell struck the back of

hesneck. Hac

A ot celebrate
VE Day because he wis i
haspital in Celle but was then
well enough to 90 with his
Commanding Officer,
Lievtenant Colonel Windsor
Lewis, to a wneyard which his
mether’s great grandfather had
bewght in 1823 and which still
proguces excelient wine.

Hecheel is visted every year on
the Battlefieid Tour and Aian
Appleby joired the very large
Welsh  Guards party In
September 2009 to celebrate
the 65th Anniversary of s
libération. He had a special
reason foe geing there bacause
he was taken pesoner in 944
It was ako in Hachtel that he
was  awarded the Military
8ryn James, ke ather prisoners
ab the GCermans, suffered
greatly, often survving on o
bow| of scup and three slices of
pread a day. From the day he
was Lberated to the presert
tme Eryn has a respect for
bread! He escaped from 2
tamp n Prussig while on 3
party  but  was
recaptured, but with the Red
Army edvancing from the East
and the Western Allies from the

orking

35t hopes of liberation rose,

E Docp, 2 Sotroden - Rurmangy 1984

Mos: of the British
Cormmmonwealth and American
Erisoners were sentio camps i
Eastamn Germany ard Poland,
far from home and neulral
countres which made it slmost
Impossible for them o attemgt
£5Ca0e. Seoet rad os kept them
infosrmad of the rapid advances
of the Alles but the war was bry
o means. over for them angd
their troubles had not ended
The Germans moved all
prisaners to the West and away
from the Russans. Under the
Ceneva Convention it was &
duty of those holdng prisoners
ol war to rermave themn from
patantizl battle 2ones previding
itdid nct put their lves in even
grearer dangar. The pnsoners
were not o he sublectad to
‘dangers and  hardships
substantially greater than
wouild resuk if they remaned at
the place of imprisonment.” In
what has been called “The Last
Escape® the prisoners were In
maoredanger and suffered mare
hardship than they would have
endured had they staved in the
camps.

Thouwsands were farce marched
in & severs winker without
proper medical care and with
very litte feed. The resultant
mistreatment and hardshins

0
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erciured by the pnsoners vas
Jater cordemned and was the
subject of post-war tnals Itis
thought that between 2500 and
3500 8ndsh, Commonwealth
ard Amencan prisoners ded an
the marches

Bryn james had already spent
most of the war a5 a prsoner
and he and cothers like hm
found the march an
greater ordeal. He marched 700
miles and everyone
desparately hungry. One day
whiletrying to pick up scraps of
focd he was hitwith 3 rifle butt
and nas a notth in his lip to
remind him. Alan Agpleby
marched 400 miles and sleptin
snaw covered opan Fields, but
65 years laters expressed no
strong feelings about the
Germans or the treatment he
received, saying simply, “There
was & war and that's the way
was. They couldnt have given
vz what they didn't have
themseles.

even

vas

Brynlost 3 et of weight whilein
capteity but quickly recovered,
One mediczl report read, "He
will quickly settle down in
cralian life,” and he tertamily dd,
He started playng rugty wih
Aberaven and wen & place in
the combined Aberavons Neath
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XV that playved the tounng
Awstralians In the 1947/48
season. He turned professiona;,
wined Wheehaven and played
for them against the Australian
Rughby League tounsis

& waas in Whatehaven that he met
his wif2 and after ending his
sporting caresr Mey moved to
South Walkes where Bryn, a
brick-layer, worked on housing
sites. At the time of meeting
them at their home in Borthcawl
they had been married S8
voars. Alan alzo trained 2= a
brklzver when he came home
and became a bullding trageas
nstructarat 3 peison on the Iske
of Wight where he Iived for 37
vears. When he and his wife
were met at their home in
Freshwater, Alan sald It was his
first contact with the Regiment
since 1945

Itwas 2 pleasureand a privilege
to listen o Bryn |ames, Alan
Appleby and Robert Cleveland
Stevens  recalling their
axperiences  and especally
those of the Znd Battalion which
was formed in Aprd 1939 and
wantinto suspended animation
n july 1947, tonly ensted exght
years out It was enough o
infleence and mark their lves
forever

13 Froop envor Srussels puided by o Gendormi.
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Full  accounts  of the
interviews with the above
are now in the Regimental
Archives. There are other
Welsh Guardsmen yet to be
discovered and every eoffort
should be made to find them
50 that their experiences are
recorded, What they have to

toll is part of our history but
there is something else, fike
the throe Welsh Guardsmen
mentioned in this story they
will find their old friends
2gain, whethar by personal
visits, by telephone or e-
mall, and will enjoy being
part of the Welsh Guards
family once more.

The Devizes to Westminster Canoe
Race 10th April, 2009

8y Captoin Andrew Noyons

| first heard about the infamous Devizes to Westminster Canoe
Race whilst sitting in the Sahara Desert half way through the
22nd Marathon des Sables. Just the very thought of sitting in
a boat that was cold and wet, had cortain obvious attractions
when compared to the soaring temperatures and blistering
feet of Africa... so, | suppose, there and then | mentally signed
up for 125 mile course and 77 portages; the world’s longest

non-stop canoe race!

The race = a quintessentislly
Engish, and completely
paintiess, phanomancn, kis not
2 complete descent of some
MighTy river, Nnor S il an epic
joumey Irom ene grest City to
ancther. Ratheritis the resultof
a rail strike n 1920 that cavsed
four revellers to bet that they
could beat @ horse and cart

to 3 traders
marketat Westminster, By 1950
this race  hod
resurrected a3 an  official
sporting  event that Paddy
Ashdown himsalf won n 1964

from Devizes

becoms

To Mt the nature of the event |
had o Mind a suikably mad
partner, and Caplain James
Westrapp fit the bill perfectty.
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Training stanted in samest n
Movember with shart paddies

along the Thames with
Richrrand Cance Club.
However, It soon  became

apoarent that balance and fear
of falling n are not mutualy
Indusie, as a fear of the latter
prevents any abiity in the
former, Butluckly al ssemead to
be progressing well  ard
Christmas soon tumead into early
February and then, disaster
struck when 'Wes’ slipped on a
plece of ice cutside Yictory
College. Sandhurst (ironkcally,
whiist | was away skeng!) and
broke his legl Pucting sympathy
aside for one moment, this
cowardly trick of extricating
himself From the race was not
lostan me, a5t left me withouta
partner and only esght weeks to
go bafore the race.

These growhg constralnts at
home  were proving  near
smsurmountzble challenges In
themselves, Now all i had to do
wes to find 3 boot, 2 partrer. 2
support Crew and learn how 1o
paddle. A fow days after Wes'
‘acddent’l was putin touch with
Jules Bray who spantaneousy
woluntearad to stap into the fold.
Aftar 2 few weeks of training in
the boat and 3 lot of swimeing
in the Thames, we Started to put
our heads together conceming
the paperwork of the every,
rowtes, tidal imings, logstics
and support crews. Indeed, 8
critical peart of our preparation
was 3 spreadsheet passed down
to us by some DWW veterans. We
made some alterations for our
o n2eds and this enabled us
to factor n owr projedtad bime on
canal, additonal Fow on
Thames and tdal Thames, omes
for portages and breaks - all of
which allowed us to plan when
and where cur support crews
would meet us along the course.

| Without thig level of datail and

planning we would have faled
In fazt. an marathon races such
2 these competitors rely heavily
on their support crews. who
feed. water, encourage and
sustain paddiers ovarthe course
of the race It takes a ket of
loglsticd planning map reading
ad twa making from the
support crews, but without
them tha padders simply could
netcompete to a decent kv,
Anvyway, race day finally arrved
and the ultimate praparations
took place on the Devizes Wharf,
fine turing the boat, going to
the ka repeatecly, nervously
Medking cut the competiion
end anviously cursing the tips
and tricks of cur rval canoests
who had modified thew kit In
Ingenious ways. We alsc had a
sghting of jarmes Cracknedl who
seemed sightly more on top of
His game than Jules and | sowe
lgnored hirml

Jules and [ cautiously set off at
about Tam and shortly alter the
“ort we encountered "Saddam
the Swan' infamous  for
Itackng ursuspeding padders.
We spatted him and carsfully
paddled passed the hissing
teast with Its menacing raised
wings, when suddenly we haard
the beaing of its fast cn the
water as it made a desperate
Jitempt to sink our aspirations
before they had barely taken
flight. Luckily Jules, wha plays
No 8 for Lendon Scottish,
handed it off falrly =ffectively
with his paddle! & near escape
fromm what could have been a

rather premature and
embarrassing end
The weather condRions were at

bath ends of the scale, sunny
one moment and blizzards the
next, but it was the wind that
sappad our strength and marale
ard feft us feeling particularly

sory for ourselves, and the
encouraging words from our
suppart crew of 'nobody forced
vou to do this' left & camewhat
bitter tasta in cur mouths, Body
heat zoon disappezred and
hypothermia became a3 rasl
concern, Falling in would be
potentially  disastrous  and
wauk certainly finish aur race,

During the race problems cama
and went, and tensions
between Jules 2nd | escalated
and dffused in agusl measure,
and every portage n sight was a
life line allowing us to stop
paddling for » fewr minutes. Ve
approachad our portages with
the air of the amateur and
usually erashed intothe side and
dambered out badraggled and
wet, rather than giding long
the side. hopping cut in 3 well
rehearsed synchronised
movement as demonstrated by
QUIr compeditons. Al varkous
points of the race we both felt
quite skk what with the
disorientating  fealing  of
halucnation and the constant
maticn and rackng of sha boat,
but day soon tumed into righe.
Akhough  there was  an
undenisbie palpable exatement
for the night section | actually,
truth being told, felt quite
intmated by the pitch black of
the rural river, the growing
tiredness ard difficulty of the
mep reading. This all made the
boat was 3 very quiet placefora
couple of hours but actually, the
order of the day was grit,
datermination and stamina and
we pulled through without too
many problems.

On rry map board tzppad to the
bow of the boat | started tiding
off maor milestanes; Newbury,

| Henley, Bray, Reading and then

wearmed at Tecdingten whena
the Tharres turns tdal and it
was only seventeen mies with

the flow o Westminster
Bridge. .0 50 we thought Far
L5me innoouous reason the tide
had been switched' off purely,
S0 we thaught, o irntato the
Noyons Bray team. And rather
than kicking back and steor the
bawst to victarywe had to drag #
cut throwgh West London with
curesden arms,

Itwas 3t thes pointthat the shear
vasiness of the Thames bocame
apparent whan passing under
the Imposing Vicorian bridge
Sructtures and passing famous
rmeer landmarks. As sver, we
garted ticking off the bridges
working through Richmand,
{hiswick, Bames and
Hamemersmith and then nto
Battersea and Chelsea and
finally the Palace of Westminster
was spotted. Never far from a
arama and just to keep
everyone guassing, We wera
nearly tipped ow of the boat
about 200 meters short of
Westminster Bridoe by a tourist
pheasure cruive bt by the ludk of
the willng crowds we held on,
and paddied on tentatively the
closing stretch and under the
bricge. We wera finally ifted out
of cur boat by twa cheerful
feffows n dry suits and dreced
up the steps on the Sauth Rank
o Westminster Bridge. and met
by a very cheerful and dry James
Vestropp and James Olzowskl
who had both done a great iob
25 OUF SUpPOTt arew

Ny advice far amyone wanting to
attempt this race weuld be do
nat urderestimate the
comphcaticns of training with 3
partner, a baat, a <ar and roof
rack and tide timings BUT
dafinitaly have a orack and try
and o shightly better than Jules
and |, but always remember
that the great Sir Rsnulph
Fennes faied to finish so you
are competing with the greats!
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Gk and Guests fepiring Lottery choque dtindd Hachoo! Town ol

Visit to Hechtel — September 2009

Ogmore Branch
By 23523201 Mike Jones

on what has become a biennial trip. Thankfully we were

0 nce again this year we made cur fourth visit to Hechtel

again successful in obtaining a Lottery Grant which
enabled us to make the four day trip, including the evening
meal on our first night for under £100.

We left Bridgend at 0700 hrs cn
Friday 11th September 2009 and
made the tortugus joLmey via
the Motorway System to the Eura
tunnel lermnal n Folkestone by
wnchtime,  We had lairty an
uneventiul journey o Hechtel
arrmang there atabout 1930 hrs
local trme and med at the Wekh
Guargs Square by our Assodae
member, Bob Yranksn, who has
|ust recently retired from the
Beigium Army and has 2g9n
been our guide whilst we have
been out there.

We droweto our botel and after 2
quck ‘wxshandbrushup ibwas
gown to the dning rcom for
dnner. As usud the Rod was
excellent and aferwards we
spenit an excelent few hoursin
the Dar with our hosts,

On Soturday marning fter
breakfast we made our way (o
the Mitary Cemeétery n
Leopakisbuey to 4y 3 “Popgy”
wreath on the memonal and one

of our ladies. Mes Haze! Evane lakd
a3 Cross at her father’s arave. He
dhed there durng the battle for
Hechtel Whikstthere we metup
with Lt ol Jacques Delande wha
had been at one tme the CO of
Camp Bawerlo and had slowed
<orme of our members to bilet in
tha barvacks. Behad expressed a
desira o become an assodate
member of the Ogmare Branch
0 whikst there | presanted ham
with the appropdate Cerificate
and Membership Care, forwhich
e was most grateful

After laing our wreath and
CrosSas AN PAVIrg Our ESpCts
to the fallen we made cur way
back to Hechted to a eanthy e

furbished bar cated “Littke Caen”
where we had tea. toffee and
home made pastries delcious!
When we came out of the bar
there was a two horse dravn
covered wagon waiing to (ke
us on 3 quided tour of the
monument to  Majar Gibson
assodian meamber Bob Wanken

Man Sec - Presendvig Honovsry Sonoh meendassivio contiate

Other stes were sited where
vanous acons had taken place,
and atrodties against the chilian
population had #iso taken place
dwing the botthke to liberate
Heceel The tour took abowt an
hour & the wee reluenad 1o the
“Litke Caen” where lunch wss
servad. After und) we presented
our hosts wih a Union Flag, a
Regemental wal plague and
other items of milkara which
ware wery well receivad, ang
placed In strategic pairts in the
bar

After lundh we |t by coach for
the vilage of Cphoven where st
the jetty we met up with curboat
fer a trip Lp thecana! to thetown
of Theen in Hollard where we
were onee again to sampie the
deiohts of the Pancake Factory”,
that is & menu of abour 400
different  favouwred  outsize
parczkes. t s amazing how
marry said that they coutd never
manage them but still did! We
returned to the boat 2nd then
wiere Lakan nack to Opoven to
meet up wih our coach and
retum o our hael for our
everng meal, not many opced
for the 3 course evening measl

Sunday moming afer breakfast
wia ser oft for Hechtel to meet up
with Capiain Geaham Taylor and
his party who were on the
Batthedield Tour and the Swanzea

80 L Co? (Rada) f Omdonde, Belanne Ay
Branch who were al$o out there
doing their own thing, quite a
gathering. We met up 2t the Town
Hall and were issved with am
bands for the VIP incheon and
pay which wes 1o foliow, Wethen
accompanied the Eelgan Legon
Standard bearers and
towrspeopie as they marthed to
the Town charch  There we
anerded a very movwing senice n
the company <oF the Town
Digritaries and & the end of the
Service, & 6 customary theWeksh
Fnthem wes 9ung by the dhor ond
members in Welsh.

We reformed cutsde the church
2nd then mardhed o the chvilan
camearny foraNemonal senceto
thewctime of the atrocties Canmied
aut by the otqupying forces,

Our courmn formed up agair
and marhed o the newly
constructed “Garden o
Femrembrance”™  where  the
Sherman tank which had stood
o the crassroads n the tawn has
been refocated. Bere the Mayor
ol Hecwsl ana Coionel Tom
Bonas both gave clowing
tributes to the bravery of both the
Regrrent and iovnspeopte atke
and wreaths were lald both by
the Dignitaries and Assodation
representatives alongside the
tank whilst the “Last Post™ was
played
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Sronch membars of Loopokstury MALery Coviivtivy

Tocap a busy meming. | met up
with the Mayor athis gecour after
the parades and presented ham
with a Bridgend Town Mague. A
8ridgend town tie and 3 lottor of
greetings from our Town Mayce
Ow Chairman later presentad
hirm with an ornamantsl Welsh
Dragon suitably nscribod to
comrmemarale ourvsit

Lunch was served in the
rereation centre and m a
marquee decorated out for the
occasion. The meal was delidous
and on compkzion we were
ushered nto the auditorium 0
waich the play. What bllowed
weas a mowing and tearful accourt
of the battlke ofHechid, re-enacted
by over 100 men, women and
thidren and made all the mor
redish forus the audence by the
fact that there were paople siting
neat to, o sround us pointing out
refatives of the survivoes or thase
who had pershed at the time
Marty tears weve shed by the
udence Wekh and Belgan alike
finally we made our way badk
n to the Marquee where
presentations were made to the
Mayor and formalities auer, we
quackly gathensd a hastily formed
char of all thos2 who coutd sing
or thought they coudl Our
SUdIence were most apprecative
of our efiorts and some nie
comments made. The bar wes

dstributing bottles of beer with
the Welsh Guards 'ogo ard with
Hechtel super{mpaosed on the
labeds, imported from Weles, As
an beimadined these were wel
receives and | and many others
Erought at least one home a3 a
souvenic of our visk, In the bte
gtemaon we bade farewell o
our hosts end the coaches left
with our separate parties to
retumn to theirhotels

For our final evenang, INGOoF
stitties had baen arrargad i our
hotel. We presented the manager
with & regmental vall plaque
bafore the festivities bagan énd
then weprowad how compatitive
wecan be, even at curageonthe
rink. This wars & great success and
eryoyed by al and proved a
Fietireg finate for whiat had been a
manelious weekend

Nter breailast on Monday
moming wesaid curfarevells to
al concerned and duly made our
Wy home via Euro tunnel znd
arrived home safely on Monday
ening. Just ond  question
seemed 10 be on evenones ips
and thatwas when arewegong
agan. Well wat and see is the
answer o that. | doknow that as
long as we receive the welcome
wee do from the townspeopie of
Hechtel we will make the efort 1o
go out there

fabn Seove Yolang rth

Welsh Guards to the Fore At
2009 Florida St David’s Day

Banquet
By Jay Thornton

e Walsh Guards played s leading role in helping make
the annual 5t David’s Day Banquet and Celebrations at
Sarasota, Florida, a resounding success.

A message  of  Iraternal
greetings on Leha¥ of the
Regim=nt from Colonel Tom
Bonas, Regimental Adjutant,
w3 read by former lance
Sergeant fohn Stone (Prince of
Walos's Company and RHO)

Cohnel Bonas heghlighted the
Mlustricus history of the Weish
Guards, both operationally and
on occasions
throughout the world. He also
raferred to the highly active
Regimental Aszsodation and its
Noeth American brandh

ceremonial

“Guardsmen from the
principality have fought with
courage and disinaian in two
World Wars and  cother
Campaegns Internationally,
carning many medals for
bravery. Qur Battalions have
been awarded impressive
numbers of Battle Honours
which are borme with pride on
our Regimental Colours

‘Today, the Regiment has

frequent calls upon It to Being its
skills and fighting sperit, using
the very kxtest technology, In
many  areas  of  confc
throughow! the world® Colonel
Bonas wrote.

He alkg referred to the Tst
Battalion wining the Batte
Group In  Afghanistan. ‘A
country in which the Arrerkan
malitary  already faces daily
dangers with great courage.”

Colonel Bonas panted aut the
exceptional  quality of the
musclanship of the Ragimental
8and, which during a tour of
America a couple of years ago,
had performea at theVan Wesel
Cantre, Sarasota, which the
barxi reportsald "Had onecf the
most spectacutar views from the
Stage dooe, prowding a
stunning prelude to the show,”

john Stone then gave a3
presentation, 25 guest speaker,
inwhich hereferred to being on
Royal Dutees at Buckingham

BE
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Palace, St James, Wind=or (astie
atcas wel asstreetinirg on The
Ml ontha otcasion the HIA The
Queen’s Coronation m 1953,

Mo was persuaded - albeit
roluctantly « o demonstrate
how marching on sertry duty
wes carried out. It not easy 1o
do st the age af 74 what you
were able to perform at the age
of 191" he quipped

On a more serious note. he
spoke of the high kevels ol
training. in the held and on the
porade ground, necessary o
achieve the high standards
demanded in order to be a
Welsh Cuardsman.

Ohanes Shove maty vhash Guonds
METMNTRGE O capiy
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Singng Kok Anes ot Soraiots

The evenng, held at the
Hertage Qaks Country Club
was attanded by Americans of
Welsh extraction, many of
whom had traveled hundrads
of miles to be present,

The Welsh Guaras theme was
augmented by a display of
Fegimental memorabilia and
photegraphs which attracted
much nterest and fattering
comments. John Stone and his
wife Digre alse twok the
apgortunity to sell a number of
wrist bands supporting the
Welsh Guards in Afghanistan.

Raplying to Colonel Banas's
maswzage, Mrs Parm Edmunds,
Precident of the Gulf Coast
Wekh Socety thanked him for
his kind greatings on behalfthe
Welkh Guards “The historical
hackground you Included was
very interesting. Qur banauet
wias ot suceasshul - itwas &
memorable evening of good
food, good compary, ang of
tourse good musc.”

MArs Edmunds added
Stene did a wonderful job of
educating and entertaining &
the banquet, The members
tharcughly enpoyed his spesdch,
His wit and charm were a large
part of the success of the
evening.”

"lohn

Butkmghom Rxsco Sth Hoy TWES

Provenance of the Colours
(Welsh Guards 1965)

By Steve Fisher

Presented by the Swansea & West Glamorgan Branch to The
Collegiate & Parish Church of St Mary's on the 8th june 2009.

The Colours that you see In 5t
Mary's Church Swanses were
laid up on the 1th September
1582, Since that date there has
been no informatiza of what
our Colours regresent  Since
leaving the Welsh Guards in
1939 Kari Trenchard has lad the
Asscdation wreath at the
Falklands memarisl windows,
below the Colours, every
Remembrarce Sunday L1
occurred to himthat the general
puUbEC wWoukl not know what
these Colours represented, 5o
last  vyear deoded that
someching needed Lo be done
abaut this

He researched the cricin of
military Colowrs and then
fooused his attervion to the
history of the Welsh Guards
Colours hanging in St Mary's
Church,  After searching the
Internet and canfirming some
facgs with RONMS  Wiarren
Williams at RHQ he came up
whh the information that you
see on the frarmad board below
the Colours and Falklards
windaws This has been

<hedked and approved by our
Fegimental Adjutamt Colene!
(Retd} Tom Bonas BA.  Karl
thought & might b 3 good kea
0 add sorre photagraphs of the
Quesn presenting the Colaurs
ta the Battalion in 1965 and
then St Mary's Church receiving
them for safe keeping in 1982

These photographs  were
suppied by RHOQ
With  all thes informaton/

photographs to hand, Karl put
thedisplaytogether. it was then
brought to life with the
photographscand presentation
skills of Majar (Rexd) Charles
Carty MBE TD. This was then
framed by 'House of Frames
Swansea, Whilst all of this was
going on there was the problem
of where 10 display this. On
Remembrance Sunday 2008
Kari and Steve Radford spoke to
the Revd Ancrew Vessey after
the Serdce who 10 them that
it would speos
permission from the Church
Authories 1o put something on
the wall and also there were
other memorials to  the

ne=d
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Falklands on the wall situeted
bereath the Coleurs which
pozed a probigm, Looking over
ta the right Karl and Steve
noticad 3 music and near tha
wall. What a great idea!ll So 3
usic stard wath a Vialsh Guards
drape was obtalned fram RHE,
For presentation purposes the
stand was sand blasted and
powder toated by Hasties
Coatings' of Swanszea.

We hope that thiz will kaap the
many, mary vistors to this
wanderfid Church informed of
what those two Tlags” hanging
either side of the Faklands
memovial windows really are

The fallowing infoerrmation Is the
ext (Prevenance) and

photographs that are displayed
in the frame. Also Incuded 5 2
pctre of the framed

informabion and drape

(ofours are memorizls o the
great deeds of 3 Regiment and
the symbols of its sprit a3
expressed in these deads. In
1751 2 British Army regulation
présiribed that there would anly
be two Colows in eaxh
Regmment The Hrst or
Sonvereign’s Colour and the
Second or Regimental Colour. At
this ome Colours were taken Into
battle and became a raliying
paint for those scldiers who
served in ther Regment. Many
of thase battles would then be
Berne on those Colours

5 Mory's Oharcn, St 16 Sestember 1982

Above are the (olowrs of the Ist
Battahon Welsh Guards, which
were gresended 1o the Battalion
by HM Queen Elzabeth the
Second on the Sthef May 1965

They were ceiinally 1o belad up
n St Mary’s Church on the 28th
of Agel 1982; however, the
danafion was tasked to prépane
for Operation Corperate” in the
Falklands Islangs, a short but
bloedy war in the South Atlantic
with frgentna. Brtish lorces
Inclxsing The Welsh Guaros
were vidtorious and the Batte
Honouwr 'Falldand Isfands 1962 =
emblzaoned on the Colours that
repiaced these,

On the 16th of Septernter 1982
s0Cn after their retom from the
whole Batalon removed thewr
combat uniforms and dhanged
Into ther maore fFamlar rect tunics

and bearsiin caps and marched
threugh the Gy ofSwiansea with
bayonets fwed, band playing
and these Colowrs fling to St
Mary's Church and passed them
©n [Laid Up) for safe keeping to
the Church and the people of
Swansea.

The Queen’s Colour is on the left
of The Falklards Memonal
Windows, It has a aimson
background with a3 draoon
passant atits centre, the emblermn
of\Wales Beneaththedragon is
sarofled the Regimental Motto
‘Comru Am By, On the Colour
s Emblazned 20 of the
Regiments 48 Batte Honours

This Quesn's was
Irocped on The Queen's
Birthday Parade In London
(Trocping the Colowr) in 1965
and 1973,

{clour

0
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The Regimental Calour has a
Union Flag badkground which
shows alegante to Sovereign
ard Country. Ithas a Company
Emblem at 4s centre and the
same 20 Battle Honours as the
Queen’s Colour,

Az you pausa and ok atthese
(clours, try to Imagine the
courage, hardship and sacrifice
of the soldiers who fougnt for
these honours of the Regiment
and Country

-Mary the

sxcrifice.

pad uitimate

The Welsh Guards
Formed
26th February 1915
Regimevital Quxk March
The Risng of the Lark
Regimental Slow March
Men of Hadedh

Regimantal Maotto
Cymeu Am Byth
(Wales forEver)

Sevw Kol ond My

‘A moth-eaten rag on 2
worm pole it doesn’t look
fikely to stir a man's soul

Tis the deads that were done
‘neath the moth-eaten rag'
whan the pole was a staff
and the rag was a flag"”
British Gonaral

Sir Edfward Marnley (1824.7593)

This presentation was par of
the 'Commemaorative Service for
the South Atentic Medal
hssociation T9B2 Fallands War
Veterans, Wales Branch’'whach is
covared In 3 Further artide
alesgwhare in the magazine

Ve as a Branch are very proud
and honowrad o have been
able to do this. We thank Xarl
Trenchard for his dedication
anthusiasm, and many houwrs cf
puting this together, so that it
brings to the attention of the
pecple of Swansea and many
other visitors From cur country
and what thes<e
Colours really mean, Not just
twa flags hanging on the wall

avemeaxs

Harry Price 1909 - 2009

By Roy Lewis

were introduced in Britain, Bleriot made the first cross-

Tbe year 1909 was a very special one. Old Age Pensions

channel Night, Peary reached the North Pole, Henry Ford
began production of the Model T car ~ and Joseph Henry Price

was born in Pontardawe,

Kovry Frie My 2607

It was the yegr Edward VIl died
and was succeedad by King
Cearge V who was Colonel-in-
Chief of the fifteen year old Fifth
Regiment of Foot Cuards when
2733770 Harry Price, 21, joined
them n
Decembar 1930 to serve theae

Carmarthen  In

years with the Celours and nne
an the Reserve. Two other
Bantardawe men who left the
willage to join the Wedsh Guards
In the Thirties were 2734753
Howard Grfiths and 2733133
Arthur Harris.

When wér broke out 1939 Harry
recined the 1st Battalion and
went with & to Gibraltar. On
Armistice Day 1939 the Battakon
moved inte France with Harry
formerkya Jam Boy, now inNo. 2
Company whidh was destined
to take part in 3n hstorc actan
in May 1940

After fighting In and around
Arras the Battakon withdrew to
the coast, holding up the
German advance when and

where izcould. Inthe tiny village
of West Cappel what was left of
¥o. 2 Compary held off 2 strong
enomy attack n & chateawu
Harry was wounded in the
shoulder and taken prisonsr an
ardeal that lasted Five years.

The Infamous forced march of
Alied prisoners from East to
West in the winter 794471945
menticned esewhera in this
magazine, was described by
Harry as, “terrible, deep snow
and no food”

Hasrry celebrated his centanary
in tha Llys-y-Tywysog Kursing
Home on 25th February 2006
He was probably the sole
surviwar of the action at West
Cappel In May 1940 and
althaugh his eyesight and his
hearing ware, understandadly
net very good, his mend was
dear and his memory fresh

In July members of the Swanses
and West Glamorgan Brandh of
the Assaciatean made tha first of
several wisits and presented
Harry with 8 Welkh Guards
plague Wearing his Regimental
tle, Harry stil had the baaring of
2 Guardsman and was greatly
adenired by thase who cared for
hirn at Liys-y-Tywysog

F 1909 was 8 spedal year sovas
2009 when Harey Price reached
his century and was reunited
with his Regimere, Butsadlyon
September 2th 2009, Harry
passad away, a genteman and
a'Wetsh Guardsman to the ang,
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Commemorative Service
St Mary's Church, Swansea

By Steve Fisher

ommemorative Service held at The Collegiate and Parish
Church of St Mary's on the Bth June 2009 for the South
Atlantic Medal Association (SAMAS2) Wales Branch.

For the third year running Chris
Cuggan and Rob  Nichels
orgarised the above
commemorative sendice The
Church sarvice was vary well
attended weth 77 wterans
Guests inchuded the KM, Lord
Leutenant ofWest Glamorgan O
Byron Lewss Esg CSt) FCA and
the Lord Mayor Counallor Alan
U{T.\‘d

Captan Pater  Robingon
(Recruiting Officer Waos] was
ales in atendance with twa of
his tearm n tunicorderand was
2 oadit to the Regiment. This
litthe dudh of colour gave the
day that ittle something extra
a5 the pecpleof Swensea ine to
see  thelr own Ragiment
standing in al thew glory which
a5 weall know I5 |ust one side of
what we do  The other side,
being In war 20ne5 Highting in
harsh condivons

The Act of Commitment:

On bahal of thase who served
on R Sir  Gofghod
{subisequently scuttied at seq os
@ var gravel, REA Sie Teistorn and
HMS Glamorgan and all who
st they fives in Operation
Corporate.  Sowth  Atlantic
Campagn 1982,

& was 3 very moving service
especially when Reb Nichols
raad out the names of these that
died off those years ago. There
was time o reflect when the
wong ‘Brother in Armns' was
played. May thayrestin peace

Ao part of the service was the
Reception and dedicabon’ of
the Provenance board. This is
the information of the two
Codours hanging either side of
the Falklands windows. There is
a <epargte arude on this with

ghoos  e&sewhere In the

magazine
There was alse o special
moment when a Ffamed

Falkland Islands Gowernces flag
was presented to Revd Adrew
Vessay. The flag was dug up in
the grounds of the Governors
residence which was buried for
safekeepmng durng thewarand
was presented to Chris Duggan
onhsvsitto the klands in 2007,

Rewd Vessay wha gave a wery
heartfek  and  meaningful
service said that he will find 2
spagal place for this within the
Church,

The words on the plague are

This  Falklands  flog  wos
prosented by Mr Alun Huckle
(Governor of the Falklands
kimnds) to Mr Chris Duggan
[Chairmon of the Wales Branch
of the South Atlontic Medal
Associotan  Folklands  War
veterans) on 13th Movernber
2607, The flag was found buvied
In the grounds of the governor's
residenice i the Ffablongs
fsdands in October 2007, It is
baleved that i was buried for
safe  keeping during the
Argentinean invasion of the
Klanids 1o 1982

Afler the Serice everyone
gathered at the Cross Keys for
drinksand a meal. These weres
few who had booked into the
kecal hoted far the night. There
were many storkes old but in
QUr Company was Jane, widow
of Kewin (Des)
(Morter Patoan), Jane was there
with thelrsan Phi and husband
Akeo thera was [anice Geiffiths,
widow of Careth Griffehs 22,

Keoghans

There was the sister whose
brother passed anay in the 90'
Srrudoer Smath 32, Karl
Trenchard toxkd me that be was

{ tn Blom Deotenmt Chns Bugomn
Ao Andrew Vs sey: Lot Mavoc Aot Mctals and 500w Mok

able to show hor a picture from
the gallery on his mabile phana
of a Guard of Homour in The
Royal Ohalsea Hospital 1982
where Srmudge couldd be desrly
seen. Hs sister had not Leen this
picture before and it brought &
tear to hereya. Karl then blye
mothed that
mobsle for her o treasure Karl's
waords were this really i what
It’s all about’,

pcture to her

I think those wards sum itallup
completely, Mt was 3 day to
remember and honour those
thatgave the ultimate sarifice.
To g=t together and carry on the
corradeship of not only the
vaterans of the Falklands war,
but of all veterans, and their
families, ol the Welsh Guards
and to keep friendships alive.

Chels Duggan and Rob Nichols
deserve a big thank yau for
organisng  this  special
Cammemaration Service” They
worked hard on cur behalf <o
that we cculd remember and
honaur those who dd not
return home with us to their
famibas
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Remembrance Sunday

Address given by Lt.Col D CMilner
Late Welsh Guards, Guards Chapel 8/11/2009

Afghanistan, Each year we return here to the Guards

This year live Welsh Guardsmen were killed in action in

Chapel to remember all those Welsh Guardsmen who
have fallen in the service of their Savereign and their

country.

This Chapel s the spirtual home
of the Household Division of
which we are & part. The
ariginal Chapel opened Ir 1838,
was largely destroyed by a Vi
Flying Bomb durng the
marning sanvice on Sunday 18th
June 1944 - 127 people were
kiled and mary more irjured.
Onéy the apse sunaved and the
cross and the candlesticks on
the sltar wday were there in
1944, the candles still burning.
The choir screen behind me &
entitied “Passive Standard” - it
represents  the  Household
Dyvision on parade The other s
called “Actiwe Standard” and
represents the Division on adtve

senvice, The many wolours laid
up here, some dating back to
the eight=enth century, remind
us of the many battles since
1680 in wihech the regiments of
the Household Division fought
with consderable distinctson, It
is Cur responskxiity to measure
up 10 their example and o
mantain their standacds.

The Regiment’s bagtism of fire
came on 27th September 1915
at the Battle of Loos, within six
manths of cur formation on
Saint David's Day that year The
batradon was part of the Guards
Dwasion and its advanca under
heawvy fire “with the steadiness

of men on parade’ was
reganted in The Times "as being
one of the most glotious and
unpréssive sghts of the war”
The Reqiment was [fully
occupled an the Western Front
for the remainder of the Great
War and proved itself a worthy
member of what was then
eafled the Brigade of Guards,

Seventy years agoe the Second
World War bagan and the three
bsttdicas of the Regiment
served with distinction in North-
West Europe, Tunisia and Italy.
Since that war the Battalion has
Seen adive servike In Aden,
Northern Irelard, the Falklands,
the Balkans, Iraq ard this yearin
Afghanistan, Those serving in
these places again proved
themsehves worthy of the title
Guardsmen and all that that
means. Active serice inposes
long periods of separation far
famiies and For them the strain
of knowing that loved ones may
be killed or wourded. We are
very arateful to our famiies for
their fortitude and support
ACI05S the yvears

Itis cur privilege as members of
the Hausehold Divsion toguard
the Sovereign. This means that
svgrything has to ba done to the
highest pessible standard - we
constantly pursue excellence
whather on parade or on
operations The Guards Division
has its own spadal ways of
doing this - attention to datall,
high standards of discipline and
turnout and, mostimpartandy,
loocking after ocur soldiers
property. Qur high standards
ae recognisad by the rest of the
anmy, although nat al would
admit it, but they do wonder
hows we achieve them. The
Major General recently wrote to
al officers and warrant officers
remincing them of the “Guards

Viay™ of dong things and many
ofyou will have read his essay in
the spring edition of the Guards
Magazne

| remember Bobble loyce when
a Company Sergeant Major in
Egypt explainng o new requits
|oiring his company that "youl
fing the standards heve are nce
very high. they're excellent” -
sultably embelished, Eardlerthis
year | was crossing the Mali on
rmy way ta lonch with people
who had been with me &
Sandhurst many years 490. |
saw the Band retumning to
barracks from St James's Palacs
after guard mounting, naot
playing, They were very smart
and seversl of my coleaguas
ramarked wary favourably on
thesr marching and baaring. On
18th Octobar a party of
guardsmen was invited o
wiatch Cardiff Gty play and ifyou
ook at the Appeal website you
can vatch the video of them
marching on 1o the pitch; their
dril was immacudate as if they
had Just come off public duties.
Yet a few days eardier they had
peen n action in Afghanistan,
where they were fighting a
more Intense war perhaps than
any other In the history of the
Sritish Armry. The Battaion was
under attack on ane thousand
four hundred and sixty three
occasions (1,463) and sent out
three thausand, two hundegd
forty-two [3.242) patrols during
s six month tour. Tha
Commanding Officer, Colons!
Charlle Antelme, said. a5 & drew
1o 2 dase, that "It 4as been a
long and at times difficult
summer. The commitment of
these men, their bravery in the
face of horrifying danger and
the humilty and humour with
which they conduct thermsehves
has been inspiring to witnass.
The threads of Agincourt
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Rorka's Dnft and Monte Picoglo
remain unbroken — Welskmen
shining amang their comrades
in the defence of the nation”
There are many here today who
sarved In Afghanistan. We ol
soldiers will be proud ta march
with you after this service to the
Guards Mamona

Taday we remember with
solemin prde sl those who wee
cllled in action in two world
wars and since This year we
ramember especially the five
Welsh Guardsmen k¥led in
Afghanistan together with a
Coldstream  Guardsman 2
raservist from The Princess of
Wales's Royal Regiment and twa
Estondans a3 sening in the
Wessh Guards Battle Group,
Colonel Charle, in an Interview
with 'Wales News, pad tribute o
“the suppart we have recelved
from cur Families and friends,
from Wales and from the
country far and wide {which)
hac kept ut geing and has been
magnficent” The Regiment,
past and presant, has cosed
ranks and i baoking after those

who have lost hushands

partners, fathers and song, and
thosewounded, whom we must
nat forget and whosa hves may
be changaed henceforth. Some
may be sffectad mentally in the
Futurs and thalrwelfare is just as
impartant. We can all help to
support the Regimental Appeal
recently launchad to ratse funds
to support the dependants of
those kited and the wellare of
those wounded, We can also
replace our “Support the Weish
Guards in  Afghanistan’
wristbands with the new ones.

'We vl shortly hear the words of
Lawrence Binwon and the Last
Post a5 we stand in silence to
remenmter with pride those wha
havafallen in battle serving in o

with the Regiment (ot 5
remember alse the four
Grenadiers  Wlled recently

induding the Sergeant Major.
Wihen the Revalle sounds letus
renew aur determination o
uphald everything that the
Regimert and the Hausehald
Division stands for,

65th Anniversary of the
Liberation of Hechtel.
Swansea Branch Battlefield Tour

of Belgium

10th - 16th September 2009

By Steve Fisher

lanning For this special trip to Belgium to celebrate the

65th liberation of Hechtel started in mid 2008. We were

very fortunate in obtaining £5,000.00 of lottery funding
which came from '‘Awards for all Wales'. | would like to take
this opportunity to thank Capt (Retd) Graham Taylor who gave
me his expert advice from his many years of running the
Association's Battlefield Tours. | would especially like to thank
Kari Trenchard for his dedication and enthusiasm in helping
me to organise such a specialised itinerary

Westarted this trg on Thursday
the 10th of September 2009, On
board a "Diamands Holidays’
coach were 20 members and
whes, Please note our Branch
board on the front widesareen.

Celetrating their 43rd wedang
anniversary on that dey were
Peter and Paukne Willams (300)
We presented to them a lovely
bostle of champagne and cake
to celobrate this fantastc
achievernant. It wat s glorious
summer’s dary and we made our
way to Folkestora to cateh the
shittle servics. This was a farst
experience for many Induding
miyself as most had traveliad ‘on'
the water rather than ‘under” it
to Calais, Qur first night was
spent in the Novotel in Yores,
We took i the local sites, had a
lavely relaning meal with 2 gfass
of red or two and slept soundly
that night ready for the
felowang morning.

The naxt day we had & guided
tour of the Dunkirk museum
which was very informative and
fullof memorablla. After which
we had lunch in a restaurart
callad 'On the Baach’. This was
fantastic as we all sat on the
veranda  oweriooking  the
Dunkirk teach. Unlike back
home this was 50 relaxed and
2ach course was well spaced

b e &
Cooch dspiadng Eranch Boavd

out that we could have stayved
there all aftarnoon just chilling.
Baing in Dunkirk was a very
poignant ard specal placeto bo
for Pauline WMllams as her father
was a vetersn of Dunkirk. He
servad In tha Roval Army Senvice
Corpand asa resuk ofoneofhis
trips hack hame from war to
Wales: Paubne was bom 9
months |ater. Every year her
father, Harry, went back there
with the Cunkirk Association
ard his one wish was to have
hes ashes scattered there. He
ded in 1989 and his family
fulfillad his wishes by scattering
his ashes on the beach some of
which were put in & cortaner
within the stone wall. Paulina’s
mathes, Beryl, died in 1997 and
her wish also was forher ashes
[0 be scattered on the beach

The flamity did this and a0 put
Some ashes in 3 container and
placed & next to her hushand
Harry.

After lunch we had 3 cuidaed
tour of West Capel which is
where the Welsh Guards saw
action. What was  wery
emotional and moving is where
wea visited 'La Flaine su Eois’ in
Esquelbeca This Is where on
the 2Bth of May 1940 the
Cerman troops tried to block
the town of Wormhout. 3
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strategic route to Durkirk. Cne
hundred soidiers of the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment,
. Cheshire Regiment and the
Rowal  Artillery  were  taken
prisoner and kegt in a barn
situared in g meadow at a place
called L2 Plaineau Bols' where a
massacre ook phace, Thissite of
memory evokes the massacre of
the 80 British and 1 French
sabdier,

The victims of the massaare are
buried in the Commanwealth
Military Cemutery of
Esquealbecy and the local
cemetery of Ledringham ang
Wormhout Please visit their sita
fur further Informeation
vowwesquelbecy

That nighe @ 2000 hrs we took
part in the “Last Post Ceremany’
at the Menin Gate. Our Branh
standard very smartly and
prowaly by Derek Williams and
also @ wreath was laid by our
Preskiens Major {Retd) Glyn
Vhite MEE. The picture you see
is us preparing for the ceremany
35| do not have cne of the actual
mements. Please visit their sie
for Further information on
wwnwvlasipest be That evening
we all sat down 1o a group
evening meal

The following  moming
{Saturday) we metc up with

on
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Lo B o Bols Mamoval) sae
Marshel our Ypres tour guide
He then took us Into the ‘In
Flanders” Relds’ museumn. This
vizs well baed outand made one
very humdie.  Marshal then
Qave us 3 very Informative and
interesting  talk  about the
history of Ypres and of the
Menin Gate. Ypres is 2 lovely,
dean and historic town. Plagse
vist opur sie for further
Information on www.leper.be
After 3 very plegsurable lunch
and & visit 1o the locai market we
made ouw way In glonows
amshine to Mechelen,  That
ovening we met with Alan
Appleby and his three sons
Alan is actually o vetoran of the
liberation of Hachtel, Alan was
born in Surrey June 1918, He
joined the Coldsiresm Guards
25 3 boy <eldierin 1972 and then
trarsferred to the 2nd Bn Welsh
Guardsin 1939, Alan saw action
with the Irish and Welsh Guards
Qroup that went 1o the Hook of
Holland to cover the evacuation
of the Dutch Roval Family in May
1940, Just over 8 week later
when defendng the Part of
Boulogne he was mentioned in
despatches forhis acons there

When tha Znd Bn became
armowed he quickly adapied
and achieved the rank of Sz in
1944 where they trained in
Fickering In preparston forthe

Normandy Landings. As Tank
Commander of No 15quadron
helad the tanks which liberated
Brussels and then moved cato
serious fighting in Northern
Belglum and tha Basttle of
Bechtel. Fere he earned the
Military Medal farbravery as the
first tank in to face re-trenched
German Forces. His tank was hit
and he escaped but was |ater
captured and transported to
Segan an Poland, Early In 1945
like thowsands of other Allied
prisoners he was marched for
weeks through winter snows
with no supplies or medical
suppart ahead of oncoming
Russians right back oerass
Germany to eventual libaration
by Patten. It was sudh an
henour and privilege to have
with us avetaran of nat caly the
War but of the liberation of
Hechtsd itsell, We safuteyeu Sicll

On theSunday we secolf for the
main reason of this tnp which
W to celebrate the &6%h
libzration of Hechiel, | knaw
that this will be coverod In move
detall elsewhers n  the
magatine but a5 sormaane that
has neverbeen there | was tridy
amazed by the whole day. The
startof the formalalties was the
procession of a few hundrad led
by the band/drums to the
Chuech wervice {Massh at St

Weni Cow

Lambert's Chirch. Justaver 100
were from Association
members znd wives who
included Capt (Retd) Graham
Taylor and the Ogmare Beanch
Wevisited the graves of the lncal
cemetary where you could ses
the phatas on the haadstones of
those murdered villagers who
suffered so swlully under the
contral of the Germans. As 3
mark of respsa with other
dignitares Major (Retd) Glyn
White IMBE laid a wraath, From
theme we marched 1o the new
monument where wraaths
were laid to honowr all those
that paid the ultimate price.
Major {Rewd) Glyn White MBE
also lald 3 Brandh wreath there

We were spollt and treated with
50 muxh respect by the Mayor
and villagers. From the siver
chandeliers on each table to the
very tasty food, flowing wine,
staft service, 28l was second to
none, Even at the end of the
afterncon there were nibbies
and drink. No experse spared
A play was on by the Royal
Theatre Company “Berk and
Breem” to show the villagers
i@ of the war which & often
untald. This was veryemotional
especialy where they rein.acted
the exacution of the 172 men. On
3 persenal note & was shawn
that 3 mother had cut her son's

%5
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trousers, who was part of the
group that woud be executed
and was stending next to his
father, to make him ok like 2
Doy and plesd with the
Germans to let him go which
they did, This man was there
with us which brought history
tolife, Major{Rexd) C Carty MEE
TC presented to the Mayor of
Hechted an oFficlal Swansea
plate which was donated by owr
Lord Mayor of Swansea Ouwr
Mayor also wrote 3 persanal
letter to the Mayor of Hecheel,

After whidh we travedied back to
our hote! for & relaxing drink
ard to contemplate such an
amotional ard histenc day. Ths
will remain in our hearts and
remores for ever

The Monday was a rest day not
ony for the driver but for
members tnchil and to take n
the sights of Machelen. That
evening we had a great meal
which was Ffantastic and a
chance toget everyone together
ina relyong atmesphere and to
chat aboutthe experience wo far
of the whola trip

We had an early breakfast the
following morning 25 we had
FMaNgad 10 MEE Qur Lour quice
Ecb Vianken badk in Machiel at
0300 hrs. We started off by
visting the Beringen Sridge
Next was Leopoldsburg British
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A Sppiey yeoded on the gty

War cemeatery where Alsn
Applety lasd a wreath with
Derek Walams our standard
pearéer

We then wisted the very
nformative Military Mussum K-
Blokken where we had lunch
Qut of mess tns, Food doesn't
quite taste the same as on bone
¢hina. (0od mesnories though

Mer lundh wo wvisited an
exarubion srea whereour ladies
I3id linle poppy crosses in
memary of those that were
exaoutad.

Yie then visited the Lommel
Cerman Cemetery.
absclutely massive with each
headstone holding two bodiea
head to haad

Alter which we than went back
to Hechied cemetery where we
could take in the full atracites
that happened all those years
2go. After watching the play on
theSunday and where they tock
the part of those individuals #
Was very maving Lo actusihy see
their names and faces on the
headstones.

This was

| was presanted with a lovely
Eedgiven Rag which wil be hung
in pride of place in my den’ in
my garden, The iadies also
presanted Vee my wife with
lovely make up In appredation
for her putting vp with me

wehilst | neglected her whie
planning this trip

The following marning {Thue)
we departad Mechelen for the
journey hame te Swarsea

it was a very specisl © day
Battiefleld tour of Belglum
whh  wil  be  [forewer
remembered both for the

Areseniooon Mayor Bof Tnuens

country and the history of what
was suffered in both world
vaars by the Armed forces and
cvllians atke so that we can
enjoy the freadom that we have
today. We owe so much to
thase man and women that
they must never be forgotten,
May they &b restin peace

Presarcoban of Sepum Rog
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No Country for Middle Aged Men:
The Three Peaks Challenge

4-5 October 2009

Captain Paul de Zulveta, Late Welsh Cuards

a sense of almost incredulity. A weeck before, Sean Birchall's

I remember attending Lt Col Rupert Thornelee's funeral with

funeral had also taken place at the Guards’ Chapel, and less
than a month earlier the Welsh Guards family had already
come together for the Funerals of 3 young officer, Mark

Evison, and L Sgt Tobée Fasfous,

Az we followed Rupert’s coffin,
borne with pnde and quet
dignaty by the régiment’s senior
ran-commissicned cfficers. |
whisperad to Nige! Hanbury, 8
friend and former regimenial
collzagua

Shall we get a few of us
together and see Fwe con do
the Three Peaks Cha¥enge’ for
the regment’s Afghanistan
appesl?”

Nigel nodded. a half smile
crossing his faze

To ry fght, | caught the eye of
Alun Powed, uesversally knoeen as
1 and my first platoon sergeant
inow a Magor) wiben | joined the
battakon InBerdin in 1977, Oulside
the chaped | thock Alun's hand
and, after sharing our thoughtson
the sadness of the day, asked him
if he oo, would |ke to do the
Three Feaks Challenge’

*Certamly up forthat, Paul,” Alun
rephed, "but as long as you are
nowhere near the mag”.

| chudkled, and in an instant my
mnd was back to the early
sutuenn of 1977 and a fiord near
Kristiansand at the tip of
southern Narway. | had taken
the platoon adwenturetraning
It was mry first test as platoon
commander and | was
determined that our first day
spent canozing in the fiord
should be withaut misnap, and
that Alun should withess the
calibre of his new platoon
commander. | hat overlocked
laminating the map and had
taned it, rather haphazardy, 1o
the bowy of my canoe. Wehin 2
few minutes it had become a
saggy mass of Indecipherable
festures | didntgiveittoo much
thought thirking to mysclf, well,
afiord’s a fiord and the way out

Band o Maae Aged Nen!

<ould not be caarer. Two hours
later and my Command
moment’ had wvanished in
ignominy, After  a  brief
exchange of ‘pleasantries, Alun
and | never looked back. It was
the beginring of 3 likklong ana
affecticnate fmendshp

The Three Pagks Chalenge s as
spirited an adventure over 24
hours as you can hopa to find
Atfrstglance it seems relatively
straightforward, You have to
dimb Ban Newis, Scafell Pe and
Snowdan within 24 hours. That
is 25 foot miles, 0,000 vertical
feet and 507 road miles. Butthe
spint and adventure Bes inthe
eament of chance. You can be
fit as & butcher’s dog and be
driven In a Madaren F1 by
Surbng Mo, but precous
howrs can slip from your grasp
throwgh a waffic  jam
roadwarks on tho ME2, paar

97
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Lok &o rght Wged Henbery Athor Bhyaan Woushan Lo Beek i, Sandh Maleodm, Mwoos Fovqubarsan Knvohng: Aan Fowell Sodie Makcolm

planning, the twang of 2
hamstring, ¢ 3 series of map
reading bungles

Along with Nigef Hanbury and
Alun Powell therestof the team
for the challenge, all foemer
regmmental colleagues, quickly
fefl Into place: the Regimental
Leutenant (olanel,
sandy Malcolm; Roban Malcoim,
Colonel  Sandy’s  younger
brocher, whippet than from a
decsde on the Japanese aquities
desk at (CSFB; James
Farguharsen, rmutudl gedfather
and a companecn on a falled
attemnpt to climd Mt Aconcagus
in Argenting In 2000; Julan Peel
Yates, my okest and dosest
friend and cur former recce
platoon ceenmander in Berlin
and without reservation
most important man of all, aur

Colonel

the

driver, cook and all rourd good
e39, Rhydign Vaughan, The
writér Martin Amés sald In his
hook 'Expenence’ that ‘you can
only truly like somecne when
they show you their fallings’
and 50 & was with all af ys, an
almost  effortless <ense of
compankenship of years spent
serving with, and knowing each
boats sometimes
the and
SOMetimes with the spring tde
behind v=,

other

ageinst crent

Ve assembled as & team in Fort
Wiliam on the evering of Frday,
3rd October. We planned to
dimd Ben Nevs the foliowing
evening beginning our ascent
an hour beforelast ight. Adeep
low" hanging over north west
Scotland announced itself in the
early

hours of Saturday

morming bringing with it winds
of up to %0mph on 8en Newis'
summi. At breakfast that
moming, weglggled nervously
atwhat BEC weathermen would
now referto as ‘haavy pulses of
rain’, The wind whipped up
Loch Linnbe in front of cur eyes,
the spray and white froth &
o The dichés 'wiser counsel
prevalled’ or lost window of
opportunky” did not even have
to be sald. We decided 1o delay

purstart by 15 hours

Fort Wiliam, like 3 once
glamorous dvorcée wha finds
herself refegated fromn Chelsea
to Fulham certainky makes the
most of atself, “Concurrent
&Ity we used (o call K in the
Armmy, and SO we lostno time In
buyng superflugus kit “well, |
could see this locking quite

sharp at the Highland Games in
Braemar next year.” before we
retired 1o the Rob Roy public
house and 3 warming fire, We
wihiled away the hours with the
gentie gossip, twittering and
reminisang that old soldiers
with 3 common band like ta do.

Early Sunday morming was
stunning. The autumnal calours
with that peculiar blend of
nsset, green and Han blue
charactenstic of the Highlands
at that lirme of the yoar were
spectacular Just before we sat
off at 8.30, Alun, who had also
been plaoan sergeant to lames
and ficbin, brefed us cn how e
saw the walk panning out,
Rathing in corparate orfamily ife
quite ceptures the symbictic
relationship between 2 good
nan-commissioned offoerand a
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young offcer. and  Alun’s
LOESANCe Was 35 /eassunng to us
all nowr a5 it hag been 30 years
am

In ustunder theee haw's wewere
allat the summit of Bery Nevis The
last 1200 feethad been snow and
e My sommi trest’, & Sevckers
bar, was rock sold. Ve could anly
give owselwes 3 couple of
minuies of quiet reflection whis
gazing at the wonderful views
teawvards the Torridon hills, bafore
the |arring descent.

Ve got to the bottom by 1345
&l weere on our vaay b 1355, It
vis FuUk speed ahead for Scafell
Pie. But netquie. Qur minibus
wat soeed gavernad to &2 mph,
and this on top of tha vagaries of
Sunday aftamoan traffic around
Clasgow after a Celtic v Rangers
dertyy. Kinydian rose to the level of
avents as indeed dd Julian, -
driver and conversationalist if
Rhyd's concantration began to
faker. Accordingto Alun, the back
of the bus began o look like §
"young officer’s room” We
sopped briefty at Gretna Grean
services for a shake down and
Burger King Whopper. The latier
Was  unwe, 3 pleasursble
mementan he ips perhaps, ot
2 poor corrpanion during e
ascert whidh we began just after
2000 hours

Wc gat down to Rhye's pping hot
soup by C035 and within 15
MNLEES wane on dur way o
Snowdon Rhpds was fualied up
on Red Bul and the Sstnav began
s22Ing cammands and counter
comerands that Marshal fcdolo
Graziani woukd have been proud
of during the ltaian ary's
defence of Tobrukin fanuany T4
Julan kept awske and. once
again, steaded the caravan’ as
W moved South,

o 1VEG xged (i) OF 1P Seamvind

Vie amved & Peney-Pass at the
foet of Seowdon at 0535 and
began owr Cherd Inve mhutes
lat2r. We had seven mdes and
2400 feet @ go by 0830 10
comgiete the challenge. |
resmenmber  readng  obout
Ranulph Rennes' ascan of Beerest
and his balief thae, aftera certan
age, 3l you can do & ‘pled.

Wlian describad Scafoll Pke ac a
daft mountain' and he was
sbsolutoly nght. There & m
reason thatyou should ever want
1o dhmb it, except of course, it i
partof the Three Peoks Challenge
and England’s highestmountain
k was ke beng on & wesk's

?'fﬁ ian described Scafell Pike

as a ‘'daft mountain’ and he
was absolutely right. = =

exercise at Searwbridge traming
Ares A itS wettest, candersed
ko four and a haFhours, Yo al
found kgrualling as we stumbled
our way from cairn to carn, the
peam from ow head torches
barely making & dent in the wal
of murk. We were indebted to
Jlian who led and map read
quite beautifully, always taking
tha time to tell s where on earth
wewereand atwhat dtitude The
tasual  banter, which had
thargcterised our ascent of Ben
News, gave way to our oen sikent
Ihawghes on “whaton earth vas|
thinking of whan | agreed to this
wheea?"

Wo did net, howewer, leave
anything ta chance ard each of
LS. i his own wiry, ot maich fit’
julanand|, remembering teold
adage. "bme spent... " walked
up Scafell Pka and Snowdon a
fortnight before.

I did rernind everyone of when |
v Sached a5 cross country offiver
in Berin by my mrmending
officar|naw CeneralLord Guthrie)
when we were Deaten by
awnoneata mach nduding the
Berln Werren's Police team |
mght Jlow mysel! 3 wry smike
mowy but | SHl Bob about &8 his
words o me n cormanding

officer’s memoranda: "de Zubucta,
poodie faking = a tradksuit
carrying a dipboard s not what |
expecd from My oSS (Owery
atficer” | towd riry colleagues that
‘poodie faking on a stairmaster at
their local gym was nal mudh
betrer.

As we reached the obelsk on the
summit spur where the Pyg and
Uanbers paths meet. | found
mrysef thinking abouta man who
had taught me to drive on the
barrack square in Berlin over 30
years ago. Hewas from Cornch’s
Quay. Rintshre, amnd had thae
kindly, patient dspostion so
typecal of men fram Narth Wales
Hiz nama wac Malcalm Wigley,
and he died frve years later aged
31 on theSr Galahad duwing the
falklands War. We reached the
summit at 08.15, some 23hes
45mins after we had staried

And 50 'we made ourway down
10 Pen-y-Pass in that wonderfully
refaxed state of weariness, rellef
and wedl being that corres sfter g
tiring phwscal and mentsl effort
Rindian was theve, along with
Michael Wikams-Butkety, & former
regmental officer and hea
landowner, ready to serve up an
nusud breakfast - surprisingly
good - of hampajne and ravic
With tabaso saugs

We felt just a litte proud that
although whiat we had achiesed
could in no way mirror the
sustaired courage and sacrifice
of the regiment in Afghanisan,
small
gesture of brotherhocd. As |
walk has rased
around £40,000 tewards the

appeal

it was we hoped, &

wrke, our
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Operation Herrick 10
8y Gdsm Fatchy, 1st Battalion Welsh Guards

am Gdsm Fatchu, Regimental Combat medical Technidian 2
with the Prince of Wales's Company 1st Battalion Welsh
Guards. | began the tour of Afghanistan on Herrick 10 on
the 14th of April 2009, sttached to my parent company, the
Prince of Wales’s Company. The Company first deployed to
FOB Argyll in Nad-o-All in the Helmand Province, tasked with
the important role of supporting the fledging diztrict Governor
25 well as the mentoring of Afghan National Security Forces

in the area,

This rele also nvoived the
holdng and provision of
security for tha wown and its
environs which at the time
could best be gestribed as
vedatde, The Prince of Wales's
Compary cuickly settled in to
their role, conducting focal
patrols as well 35 Shuras -
Meetings with the District
Governor and pginion feaders
ta discuss matters of concern
On awrage, One Pltoon
patralled round the arsa three
times 3 day to provide a serse
of présence and brutality at the
hands of the Taliban, This
Quickly borefruits as the district
centre became a busy hub for
Lusinass.

My role 25 3 medic was dearly
cut out. |was to ack as the firs
paint of contact and to provide
first sid and Immediate |ife
saing reasures for roogs oo
the ground. It was not to tate
long before my expertise would
be called ypan. | remambar on
one particular patrol a JTAC
soidier wen: down with heat
Mness & 2 result of the
scorching heat and | was
summoned © provde first aid.
| managed to provide the
requirad treatment and soan
the sokdber was back with the
rest of the platoon.

Not only did | provide medical
care far the troops but | was
very much a riflaman and was
imvalyed in the thick of most of
theaction that the irfantry man
are renowinad for. | can recollect
one incident when my platoon
came under ntense Atack from
enermy forces, north of Argyl,
This was to be the platoon's First

perhags  remain

properly
documentad  in - Company
hagtory was the famous Tanda
O It was a Brigade effort to
dose cown FB Tanda, which
was lotated lurther south of
Argyll and manned by 3 platoon
from Kumber Two Company,
Welsh Guards. Dne gplatoon
ware tasked with providng Jeft
and right fanking sacurity far
the "Barm3® team dlearing the
main supply reuteto P8 Tanda |
wadly remember that cne
klometre short of cur final
dastination; the platcon came
under heavy attack from the
rocket propelled grenades as
well as small arms fire from
both  flanks. The platoon
managed to suppres  the
enemy sfler six hours of
continued fighting involving
artilfery and ar suppors. That
Was Nk to be the end of an
extremely difficuk day, four

’9: Eoﬁ'_me this incident was
" to be the real test of my
medical skills: this was
where all the training

kicked in.

of many comacts wkh the
enemy and all the guys weve
desperste to Corme aut tops, |
was net any different and
wanted my fair bt of the
bragging rights! So nstead of
getting my "head down” like
other medics would do, | let 2
toupie of rounds off In the
direction of the ensmy fire, More
of the guys were well impressed
o see the medic letting some
rounds off and was o st the
tane for the rest of the tour,

Ancther madent which will

bundred meters short of the
third Viking troop carmer vehide
in the comvoy was struck by an
Improsssed  explosive  device
resulting in two casuaties, One
of the casuallies suffered severe
head Injuries whilst anather
sustained bumsto thebadcand
lower legs.

For me this ncidert was to be
the real test of my medical skills:
this was where all the traning
kicked in | had to forget all the
things that went through my
mind on the Ffight to

Afghanisian - that this was my
first major degloyment, that |
had Wterally scraged through
the medics course at Keogh
barely three weeks aqgo, in fact
there was no room for flapping.
Those guys needed my halp it
was my real ¢chance now o
bring all the skills that were
hened into me for S« months 1o
bear on those ynfortunate guys
who had been Injured. | was
well up for the task It is
Importantto add that the roops
on the ground that day were
magnficent bafreSqt Parry 19
and | got there the casualties
had baen recovered from the
wirecksge and then categorinad
into thosethat neadad the most
treatmen firse, making my job
2 lot easier,

The sacond half of the tour was
the Prince of Waless
mvolement in CP Parchai
Palang [Panthers Claw). Again,
the Company was tasked with
the ever importamt role of
seouring Xey <rossng points
along theShamalan Canalin the
KAT TRIANGLE. The various
platoons were then tasked to
Copture and hold  strateqic
crossing  pants which  the
Taliban were usng as access
points. o their smportant
stronghold  of Babaji, The
COMPAnTy oNCe 2GaiN Came oul
ops and was able o
accomplish thote objectives
Howewer, this was not to be
without ssgnificant <challenges, |
ill remamber cne particutar
Incident which was to tast the
resobve of two platoon.

I was a guiet evening at
Cossing pont 7 and all the boys
ware In good sprits after
racetving their much awaited
‘Morale mail and  parcels”
Howewer, the buzz was to be
short-lived as the compound
whikh two platcon  were
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occugying came under sporadic
fire resulling in the injury of one
membar of the platcon who
was on Sanger dutes at the
trma. Luckily that cay, Lpl
Pimlott RAMC was with the
platoon. | wirt on hand to asgst
by In the treatment of the
severaly wounded colleague
Agan all thetreatment kicked in
the saldier got the best possiblea
treatment before he was
evacuated to the Camp Bastion

ltwas indead o grim day fornet
only members of twe platoon
but the company ac 8 whoke
With the ever professionalism
the platoan wae able o put the
‘inadent behénd them and
cracked on with the tase. Not
ondy did | deal with severely
wounded casualties but | also
dealt with primary health care
needs of my colleagues.
Problams which | could not deal
were referrad to the medical
officers at FOB Shazad, ltwas a
very fulfiling tour for me in that
| was fortunate to serve along
side personne! frem the other
cap badges especially with
medics from the RAMC This
enabled me 1o learn new skills
and zlso different ways ofdang
certain tasks

My multl faceted role alse
meant that | was nota medic all
tha tima: | had the privilege to
do 2% rhe task of an infantry
man serving o0 the froatline.

Prioe to the beginring of the
tour | was selected to atterd the
six months Regamertal combat
medical technicians <ourse at
the Defence Medical Servica's
adequately and equipped me
with all theskibs | would need In
mry rales as a platoon medic for
the demanding tour of
Afghanistan a  resounding
suctess. | will recommend the
course to other Guardsmen or
Infantry who have Interest in
Firgs Aid, | started off with no
medical experience whatsoever
butwas to gain within the spate
of six months all the skills and
expertise that are required to
serve as a frontline medic

| am back In barracks =0
Aldershot 35 3 Guardsman and
daing all good stuff that they
are renowned for. From now
unti 2092, 1 will be undertaking
further traiming to improve 01
my skills as a medic. | am
already ralishing the
Spportunily to onde agan sane
my company on Hemrick 161n 3
Tesps years time.

FROM POSTING GRENADESTO
POSTING LEAFLETS

A Unit Welfare Officers view on
Operation Herrick 10

Captain Darren Pridmore
Ist Battalion Welsh Guards

proudly commissioning in April 2008, | knaw my Ffirst

Afm' completing 22 years in the Welsh Guards and

appointment would be the Unit Welfare Officer. | also
knew that the Battalion were about to be warned off for their
tour to Atghanistan during the summer of 2009, Operation
HERRICX 10, and that | would not be deploying with them,

In additon | knew that my
appaintmert wouldn't start for
a fewy months and Hhad, for the
first time in many years, a
period where | wasn't In
demand ar neaded

S0 | woluntéered to deploy an
Op Herrick 8 with the Royal Irsh
Regiment, who were the
Operational Meroring and
Ligizon Tearmn [OMLT) Batle
Group. The job was wvery
demanding but totally
saishying, seeng the Alghan
National Army (AMNA} grow
professicnaly daily was very
rewarding and had a great
Impacton me. This towr atso had
3 twokold effect, which gave me
a certain amount of credibility
with the soldiers | would be
previding Welfare for durng
their time cn cperations. but |
would 350 be better prepared
to give honest and nformed
answers to the families both in
Aldershat and n Wales,

The praowisian of weifare in the
armed forces has changed
considerably over theyears, the
oldimage of the ‘Farniles Office’
5 a distant memery, te reaity
nowe s fast paced and ncredibly
complex. We no lorger deal
with just the odd housing
complamt and unit moves
{although they still féature
heanly) we now see more
single soldier Isswes which vary
fram refatonships, detx, child
care and menzzl health, We aso
dea more than ever wikh the
gote keepers of these soldiers,
the Mams, Dads, Grandparents
and partners wha have wery
litle undarstanding of what kis
their coldier actualy does,

With this backdrop after my
return from Afghanigtan | had
o prepare forwhat proved to e
our mest demanding
cperatonal tour formany years

Luckily | had avery experienced
team to asssst, CSat 'Iffy’ Myers
who had twe other tours and
five years sxpeniance in the
welfare office, has bean my
right hand man throughaut thig
time. LSgt Blice Maslen also hao
bagn in the office for two yaars
and had an operation underhis
belt and LSqtSarah Wotton has
been invaluable to our office;
she Is a hugely experienced
soldier who has two tours of
irag and one in Afghanistan
behind her. and on an FTRS
comract an¢ being married
herself to a sokder, providad a
el headed reality ched to
mary of our whes. Finally
vorking behind the scenes is
Val ourever present receptionst
veho nns frock ofhouse and our
marvellous drivers, [ahn and
the two Pot's, who have the
dgifficut job of transporting
familics of cur injured to and
from hospital and to varying
appaintments.

With the team o place and
preparations complee,
cuminating with the hugely
successfd  families’ day n
February, which was attended
by the Prince of Wales, the
Battalion deployed to one of the
same arex | had been working
in six manths befara, Nad All.
Wevary quickly found ourseives
desiing with the lirst casualties,
some non battiefield injuries
out caming wth the same
emotiona problems for the
ioved ones back home as thos2
wounded in action. As far as
they were concerned their son
had had an Inry from
Afghanestan and that caused
more anoety n an already
trying time, the tension that
families feed whik we degloy s
unimzginable. we as soldiers
have no undierstanding of that
feefing. We deploy with our best
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friends, well rrained deing tha
b we love, we have the chain
of command losking out for
nearly 8l our needs and are
sure that we will be taken care
of iFanything nappens to vs. On
the other hand our families
mestly lve sway from camp,
have little or no experience of
Ay |Fe and arsursure of who
to turn to if they have a question
ar prodiem, Add that to the
uncertainty of operations the
Infrequere calls home and
limited intemel, the media
telling stories of kit shortages
and poor equipment, the fear
than becomes: all consuming.

A5 a rear party and partioularly
as the welfare team we had to
deal with this fear on a dally
basls, we had become tha only
point of authority that many
families and soldders had
rumours, gossip and Facebook
bacame regular topics of
rorversation But the ene thing
that 2l had n comman was the
oty pride and humility n thair
oved ones  actons.  the
reslience of all those | met or
1a¥ked to has numbled me and
my team, Thay havwe had to
become singla parents in most
cases, nun the family finances,
the c& senicing ard MOT,
whoolruns and shopping trips
They have read stones 1o their
hildren, Chacked the
homework and held down full
bme empioyment, they have
3lso had 1o travel miles to the
unknown and see their lovea
ones in hospital with traurmatic
and life changing inuries, and
always with the same sense of
madesty and unassuming spirt
that | have seen in many
soddiars buthad not expected n
thelr Familias.

Thesame can be waid about our
families who hawve sadly paid
the ultimate sacrifice, meeling

with them has had a profound
effect on me. | have been
brought in to thair hves
nexpactedly and unwanied
and | wish | could hawe met
them in happéer cercumstances.
| feal privieged to have met
them however and witness
their bravery under the mast
difficult of situations. We as a
regimert will never farget the
sacrifice of our Officers and
soddiers wha havebeen killedin
ation, but | will ako never
farget the fovad ones left behind
and their courageousness

We have had some happer
times during this tour with
many wsts and trips onganisad
bry the off ke and SWNES (Service
Wwves and Girlfriends Supgart)
1o Tharpe Park, Lego Land, the
beaches of the south coast and
van a short break o Hagings,
We had many BEGs ard Sunday
lunches =o they could all get
together and share  their
thoughts and help each other
out They have 3all been
wonderfully supportive of each
other and are naw readying
themsehes to help, where they
can, the Creradier and
Coldstream famllles Iving in
Aldershot. We also had a huge
welcome home cancert kindly
aranged by the British Forces
Feundabon |BFF) the celebrites
gave all their support for free
and entatalned us for over two
hours. We had Catherine
Jenkins, who & a trustes of the
BEF, Ruth jones and Rob Brydon
of Gavin and Stacy fame. Craig
Campbal 3 (anadian comicand
the Saturdays whe preved very
popaular with the men!

Having already served in
Afghanigan and experiencing
some tough and harrowing
Ingdents last year and then
geing through the maost
emations! pariod of my career

Inthe welfare office. | feel prowd
of the regiment who fought 50
bravely and those who had to
stay behind to enable that fight,
Having now done both a rear
party andi a tour of Afghanstan
badk to bade thecontrasts s not
50 different | have experienced
a rollercoaster of emation and

fatigue during both, nothing
could have prepared me and
nry team for the scale of svents
that we have desit with overthe
last few months, back here at
home but the szense of
achievement has baen tangibie
and a certan satisfacton for 3
Job wes done,

)
WARRANT OFFICERS’

UNIFORM CHANGE
BYRQMS Warren Williams
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Warrant Officer Plume
O Saturday 130 bne 2009 during
tha Troogping of the Colour, Gerrison

Serpeant Major Mot OBE of
Hesdquaters  London Dt

Recimentsl Quartcrmasier Sengeant
Wiars of Regmental Headguariors
and Bandmaster Frost and Bard
Sermpantilgodriof thefacgimental
Band worzthenew Warrant Officery’
Pumeof theVieh Guads

ks authoreed by e Ay Ovess
Commtacalong vith aShwr Mamant
Oficer (ap Badge and 3 newdy
demigned Lodket Union for tha Swvord
and BT Belts which are cumrty in
prodution. These dhanges were
riocdaced to dsingush Weksh
Guards Warrant Officers from other
Non Commizzioned Offcars, making
them instanty more visible and
enharced as wel & bringing our
Regment Imo ke with e
Coxistream Coerds and Crenader

Guartk,

The plure 5 madke fram goose
coquile with sach feather at to 2
pantads 9" begwith ahookatthe
top and approarmately 3 n thickress
viichis of smilarpaitem o theliash
Cuares Officers patten of 11" 0
ength and is loured white green
white. The Plume 5 made by bifeet
fis g and was introduced Dy
Gamzon Sergeant Macr'W D G Moa
CEE

Warrant Officer Cap Badge

The Cap Badgeis of Sikerdesign and
made by Ammeo & Corgarry Khas
the same speciication of the Brass

s

Cap Badge with B leafs on the Leek.
This 5 cumenty appowed and
watng fordhefirstcast

Warrant Officer Locket Union

The Jocket unvion wars desoned by
Charies Webb and Aubeey Bowida
both from e Anvry  Dress
Correnicee 2nd retired officers and
win Inpx from the Recrmental
Adptant, Gamon Sergeart Major
Mo, Regimerntad Sergeant Mejor
Woraghan and Captan Pridmone
who origrely put the megues
forveard for change o the odet
urion. Thee new design sees the Bek
loops dightly dhange wWith 3 rococo
design, simiar 1 the Soots CGuards
ard Grenodier Guards Weerars
Offiomr Lodket Lice, The lek buckk
wil rran shecdpped andthe nghe
osudde wil be brass. hoemwer the
contre Wekh Guards Grest wid be
blucin colour arcund Sheweting and
red colourad behind the leek. The
Lock itself will be supenmposed on

op insher This & aormenty aopaved
and waking for th first cast

Wrexham Memorial

By Major | Felix Richards

Atlantic South Wales Medal Association Secretary on the

|noted an article In last June’s Mars R Minerva from South

proposal to erect a monument to 3l the Welshmen whe
were killed in the Falklands War. The First of its kind in Wales,

Whilst not wishing to be
churlish or to rekindle andent
between
INWzlians)  and

enmities Gegs
Hwnitws
(SWakars) |am a Canalwr [Aid
Véalian} mysedf, and should lke
to paint out that a morument to
the fallen was plarned, erected
and dedicatad in June 2005, ke

ocated In a beautiful setting

next to the BWF Memorial in
Bodhyfryd, Wrexham

prected with very licle political

it was

or extranaous help, This was
dane largely through the good
offices of Captan Chris Hopkinge
HMWCG, Secretary WG Falklands
Association whose father Glyn
& Korean veteran, served with

me in 4 RWF
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G0 righ S GV M Soberts, (Beons) Mavk Doves, SN
Advian Myvedor (ks Hopdmi (W) ¥xghon-fovee and m Price

The memaria akso includes the
names of three Wekh
Guardsmen, members of G
Squadron 22 SASinwobaed in the
helicopes loss,

| am nvited every year, as 3
mamber of the Weish Guards
Aseociation, to 3 Memaonal
Sesvice on the loss of RFA Sir
Galahad, whith i< held on the
anniversary of the sinking. Wa
later pay haomage and respocts
with Last Postand Reveile at the
memarial ARerwards wreaths
are laid, but none from the SAS
Assodation. becauss no one (s
aware of it HO SAS.

| discussed this with Chris
Hopkins, whowas all in favour

ofit, and | obtalned the consent,
blesdng and a wreath from
Coloned feith Edlin and the SAS
Assocabon, This Fduly lad this
year Dut the press
phaotographer sloped off ahier,
taking & photograpgh in the
churchiard, before the wreath
laying which | endiose

After the ceremonies we
adiourn  to  peoximal War
Mermarial Cub for & reurion and
reception, after all the tension,
sadness and grief is gver. Here
we relax and imbebe only we
Taffs can. All our tribal and
regponal feuds and foibles Gog
v Hwnitws are forgotten and the
haurs are given carousal and
song

Afghanistan Recognition

for Medics

By Kizzie Jarvis

of people whe are trying to get wider recognition for

M y name is Kizzie Jarvis and | am part of a small group

the hard-working, and often overlooked, Military
Medical Staff that treats our wounded Servicemen on their
return from Afghanistan. We are not a large organisation, but
our alms are just as important to us - and we hopo that thay

are important to you too.

Wihist the media and the puklic
are generally very aware of the
excellent work that the military
have been daing in Iraq and
continue o do in Afghanistan,
they are generally less aware of
thetireess wiork done by Miltary
Madics in the UK {espacialy thase
at the Royal Cenvire for Defence
Medicine at Selly Oak) as they
nwse Injured personnel after
thesr return from theatre. That
may bz due 0 the cuiet,
unselfish way in which they do
their work, but is afse due to the
doak of sacrecy that the
Government throws over tha
rumber of woundad personnel
returning from theatre and the
propoetion  that,  tragically
cannotbesaved.

AS you can iImagine. the constant
Row of injured personned, and
the proporton who  sadly
suocumbs 10 theirwounds, keawe
a mark on the ursung heroes in
the UK modical establishrments.
Despite their professionalizm,
many of thesa guys and girks
strugge to keep their meraleo up
under e unremitting warkoad
They do not banefit from the
tthe  luxuries and morale-
DOGsting visits and actamties that
the treops in thestre get. nor do
they bencfit from a
homecoming parade  and
welcome aRter 6 months away,
Rather, they face the unremitting
challenge of trying to rebuid
broken lives day after day with
little recogniton. We waould Ske
o co something sbout that
I ceder to achieve cur goal and
b give R some true meaning, we
wouks like to bear from the
pecple  wha  have  had
expenence of these unselfish
medics 5o thatis why | am here
o appeal ta amyone wha s
prepared w help us to recognisa
the achieverments, and (o boost
the marale, of cur unsung UK

medics. Whilst we appraciate
that these will nct hawe bagn
great times for you, we wauld be
grateful if you rould spars 15 3
shortwhde to ket us krow abeut
YOUr RXpeMences,

We feel strongly sbeuthelping to
gt recogniten forthe hard weork
that UK military medics are
domng. and are keen to contribute
towards lifting ther morale. We
would ba very grateful for any
help thatyou could pravide

You can reply to
kzziejarvisihotmail.com

Or Postto
7 Newport Road
Chepstow,Gwent NP16 5BA

Questions

Vihat hesgicals/faclites dd
YOU Experience?

How doyou feel about the
treatment you recewved from
the Medical StFf?

¥ias there anything that you
personaly thouaht could have
made & better for you? {Apaet
from not being there
covioushyl)

Vs there any ane person
wha stood outfrom the rest
faryou? ¥so, Who? And \Why ?

Apart froon what your
Regiment dready does, i
mere anything you woukl Bae
10 see done with regands
showling appredacion to all
the staff?

Ifyou feal you wish to say
how long you were there and
why/what treatmentyou
received thatss fine and will
be ket in confidence but #
rotyou don't have ko,

In & nutshet | would ke
kN0 aboucyour experienoes
and getyour ideas for
anything we can oo to try and
SO our appredation for the
LK Milzary Medical Taam.
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Welsh Guards Regimental Accessories

tem 1 Item 2 Item 3

Item 4 Item 5 Item 6

Iterm 1
Pole Shirt Blue/Red/Blue £15.00
Item 2
Pocket Fob Watch with Crest £48.50
Item 3
Cutf Links with Dragon £ 7.00
Item 4
Culf Links Regwnental £18.00
item 5
foe Buckes witl Banle Honows £ 25.00
Item 6
Ga¥f Umbrela £15.50
Item 7
Statuette HSC China £135.00
Item 8

Items 7 & 8 Statustte with Crest £15.00
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Items 10 & 11 Items 12 & 13

Items 17
Item 9
Hip Flask with Cres: £20.70
m—— Item 10
¥ . Leather Wallet with Crest £12.00
¥ % 1IF .
 LCERR i _ ftem 11
a .. Lewther Credit Card Holder £ 650
Item 12
Flague SA80 £12.30
Iterm 13
ayonet SABD £1230
Item 14
Print Duty Deurnmar £4.30
Item 15
Prnt Piequet Officer Round  £4.30
Item 16
Item 18 Print Bank of England £4.30
Item 17
Tankard with Crest £2050
Item 18

Tea Towse! with Battle Honours £4.30
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Items 19, 20 & 21

Items 25 & 26

Item 30

Item 22

Items 27

Item 19

POV
DOV ED
DIJVOD

PPBDD
2B D

& 28

Brgade Tie Silk Non Crush  £11.00

Item 20

Brigada Tie Silk
Item 21

Brigade Tie Polyester
Item 22

Wall Plaque

Item 23

Key Fob

Item 24

Cop Badge

item 25
Guardsman Badge

£13.70

£7.00

£17.00

£12.30

£3.50

£3.80

Iltems 23 & 24

Item 29
Item 26
Guardsman Badge
Item 27
Blazer Butions Large
Hem 28
Blazer Buttons Small
Item 29
Mandkerchief with Crest
Item 30

Watch Strap

£2.50

£1.70

£163

£2.40

£6.50



Welsh Guards Regimental Accessories

Item 32 Items 33 & 34 item 35

Item 36 Item 37 ftem 38
Item 32 The Regimental Diary 2010
Brigade Scarf £13.70 and all Regimental
Hem 33 accessories can now be
Bow Brooch £4.00 purchased from:
Iterm 34 -
Lapel Pin Badge £4.00 Regimental Headquarters
Item 36 Weish Guat_ds, Wellington
Greeting Cavd £12.30 Barracks, Birdcage Walk,
Item 36 London, SW1E 86HQ,
f{;:: ;; ez Cheques made payable to;
Multi Pack Christmas Card £350 !Yf:;h Guards Lt Col Central
Item 38 -
Ofary £5.00
iterm 39 —
Regimental Colendar £2.” e

Item 39
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Carri n at in & Webb
132 Rege:gtteethg:don W1B 5SF

Special Commissions, mental Jewellery, Silver Figures
pf’alzuﬁam for Inmftn%:\' Purposes and Expert Repatgij;x

Conract: Victor Barley Tel 0207 478 8733 or  Karl Bailey Tel 0207 478 8740
corporatc@aurumhboldings.co.uk
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WELSH GUARDS SUMMER BALL
GLANUSK PARK ESTATE, CRICKHOWELL - 17th & 18th JULY 2010

Ladies and Gentlemen, as you are all aware, Brian Eliiott, Harry Legge-Bourke and mysel,
together with our Entertainments Team are holding a Summer Ball in the grounds of the
prestigious Glanusk Park Estate over the weekend 17th & 18th July 2010
The intention is to get as many Welsh Guardsmen and their families together for a great get
together, with loads of entertainment for the children and planty to do for the adults also. We
very much hope that you and your family will be able to join us at, what will prove to be, a very
memorable Welsh Guards event.

Entry to the Estate is by ticket only - which alse doubles as a meal ticket (so don't forget to bring
them with you). Tickets are attractively priced at £10 for an adult ticket and just £3 for children,
Cheques for tickets should be made payable to “The Welsh Guards Afghanistan Funds” and
should be accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope (SAE) for the tickets to be sent to
you. Please &lso state how many tickets (adults & children) you require.

Please contact me for tickets at:
Home Address: 219 Tyle-Teg, Clydach, Swansea SA6 SEF
E-Mail: 105Piccadilly@btconnect.com
Telephone: (Work) 0207 4953957, (Mobile) 07974419620, (Home) 01792 843089
www.welshguardsreunited,.co.uk

There may be a requirement for Welsh Guards Association Branches to run a coach 1o the event,
in which case it would assist greatly if tickets could be purchased for the entire group in one go.
There will be ample space within the Estate for coach or bus parking.

McKenzie Morgan Ltd.

' : McKenzie Morgan Ltd
Everything
;; ? _,/,m:’,& Support for the Welsh Guards

For every Bndal, Bridesmaid and Flowergiri
dress purchased from any member of the
Welsh Guards Regiment or family members.
we will donate 10%

of the sale value to the Welsh Guards
Afghanistan Fund,

This is due to the fact that my husband has
served with this regiment for twenty-two
years and the brave soldiers deserve support
and consideraton.

Thank you for your support

Sharon & Mark Morgan

eet, Cardigan

72805658 www.mckenziemorgan.vpweb.co.uk
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Roads To Nowhere

A South Arabian Odyssey, 1960 - 1965
John Harding

Today part of the Republic of Yomen, Aden hes long
pessed Brtish consclousness, Yea ft was Queen
Victona's Arst impenal scquisition and, for 122 years, &
viraty important Betish svatagic base and commercial
s@aging post. In the immediate aftsrmath of the Secand
World War Bntain was stil predomivant foreign power
in the idie East, but in 1967, overwhealmed by an acute
sterkng cnsis and a failure of political veill, the Labour
Gavernment under Harold Wilson abandoned Aden,
This precipitate withdrawal Bt the newly formed
Federation of South Arabia and s peoples to the
mearcas of nval national socialist sevolutionanas, who,
sftar 8 pariod of bloody owvil war, established, with
Reussian backing the Arab workd's only Marxist-L aninist
tyranny and Bft a wantysevenyear legacy of
Impovenshmens and repression

Roads 0 Nowheré is 8 candid gecount of e author’s
experences a5 8 youny Sotsh Colorval Officer who
served in South Arabw during the critical years feading
up fo Entain's headlong departure. It describes a bizame
world of owtsize colonial chavacters and desert
advantura. during Aden’s maomant of glacy #s the "Hong
Kong of e Midale East”, It analyses the problams
caused by a flawed Federal constitution unegqual 1o s
avowed purpose of bringing Aden and (s hinterland fo
independence in an ordeny fashion, and e fatal
mismaich hedween Aden’s pohbcians and the radinonal
iba sulers, Afong the way, we are reated 1o Bles of
mbel feuds and dissident skirmishes, the streogths and
waaknessss of fevdal rule, inteligence and intarnal
securdy falings, frustratad reconstruciion schemes, the
astablishmaent of Radfan's fiest aomaisteatran, sad the
vahant efforts of the British armed forces o hold the nng.

Wirilter with 3 sharp evé for the iragicomic, and ranging
defily benween the poliical and the personal, this (s
atrove ail a book about individuels, both Bratsh and Ao,
and how they interacted a5 thoy tied 1o make tho bost
of thew impossible pradicament

John Harding

Bavn in 1834, John Hargng pamed the Calornal Adminstrative
Service foined the Coloral Adminsrative Service i T359,
aftar Navonal Service wili the Walsh Guard’s and Cambvidge:
Ha servad in South Arabia fromm 1380 fo 1566 a5 an Assistant
Adviser in the Eastern Aden Prorectarale, 80 AdmmisEatar v
Adan, and & Poltios! Officar v Lahhsy and Radian, After Aratus
fres eynigrated ¥ Australs, rétaming 1o Sitsin 10 rasume a ful-
e Sepaf caresy with @ Ciy of Longon jow fhm Farmenly 2
Vice Prasudomt of the Alpine Club, he has wratten and lectured
extensaly abowd mowtain adveniure. Married, with three

Lphters and mumaraus grandohidren, be snd s witfe now
(e an ohe Sowear Farwnsuls in Wales.

T T L L L L L L LT

4
0,
. 0 DLT-,.

NEW N [),&' ?k):o
ARABIAN PUB L]SHM/:,&

e

ANABAN FLmLEMING LTH

4 Buocsesonr B
Losmcn WCIA 104
v o KTOATIED M4
v andan paibbhgPinkie oy ow

Please send ma ... copy/oopies of Boads 10 Nowhang at the
special discount poce of £21.00 per copy, including pestage
NETVR, e
Delivery Address

Contact No {in case of query): .
Payment by chegue only, payable 10 John Harding
I enclose a chegquea for £
Please renan this fom to

John Harding. The Old Rectory, liston, Gower
Swansea SA2 7LD

Alternatively payment by cheque payable o

Arabtan Publishing Ltd
| enclcse a cheque for £
Aesse retumn the form 10
acaban Publishing Ltd
4 Bloomsbury Place, London WCIA 204
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The
Welsh Guards
Collection

Established 1995.
President:
Brigadier ).F.Rickett. CBE
Chavmian,

Colonel TCS Bonas
Treaswes:

Lt Col, 8.D.Morgan.MBE
Secratary:

ROMS W.Williams.25
Covatar;

Mr S.T.Evans.
Cartref ni,

A4 Crossfied Averue, Over,
Virsford, CheshreCWT 1EG
Tel 01606 593953
Direct Museum line
07531395310
Ermal:
stanevans67@hotmail.com

WELSH GUARDS COLLECTION

I/ Doesn't time fly whaen you're enjoying yourself” someone
once said, and how true thatis. Itis now the fifteenth yeer
since the Welsh Guards Colloction was first conceived back

in 1995. From a few pleces of uniform and some odd squad

photographs we can now be proud of a collection of Welsh

Guards memorabilia and ephemera which numbers over 2,000

and a photograph archive dating back to our formation in 1915

which is second to none. In fact the envy of most other military

Museums | have visited.

| can rememicer quite clearly the
sy Colonel Brian Morgan and |
wers offered the premises at
Park Hallin 2007, we wondered
whetherwewould be able to fi
the old coachouse with the
kemns which were at that time
on show in a convarted garage
n Winsford in Cheshire. The
Feeling of fear and excitement |
Felt when he gave me the nad
and suggested we ‘goforit.” e
had Wnhedted 23 Victonan
bulldng thathad In recentyears
housed a collection of dasskc
rotorvehides so it wasn't quate
deredict just an empty void

Wherewaeuld westart?

A raquest was put out to the
ocal branthes forhelp with any
skills that could be brought to
the site The rmsponse was
amazing. Pamters, Plumbers,
Bedricians. Carpenters and
generd dog's bodies (| refer to
vy owin fack of shills) turmed up
armed with overalls and a
masshe bag of enthusliasm.
Pecple ke Barmy Peet, Ken |ones
66, Captain Chris Hopking, Terry
Chambers and of course the
prasent team who have worked
tirelessly and still o to the thes

day Colonel Brian Morgan

probably one of the longest
serving Wekh Guardsimen eyer
with 28years unbroken service
Graham Bnnde. ExSignals, John
Williams 892 Ex 2 Coy, Norman
Edwards Ex 3rd Battalion, Brian
Jehin Ex Guards depo!, The Rey;
Ben Parry Ex boy and POW Cay,
Terry Roberts 48 Ex Drummes
boy or should | say "Dell Boy®
and of course the new bays
Tonwy Crisp and Geraid Tiston,
both Nabonal Servicemen
Unfortunately through ill hesith
Terry 5 no bnger able to assist
us at the Museum butstik pogs
in from tme to time with the
latest news

| ramember the days whan we
thought we would never gat it
finished. like trying to pant the
walls white during the freezing
days while the walls were
dripping with condensation,

trying to repair the foraver
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WELSH GUARDS COLLECTION

leaking reof. | think of Chris
Hopkins who spent severzl days
in a darkensd roam SCraping
down an okl barrack room
locker with a razor blade and
SOMR WOm sut sandpaper unkil
it was as smaoth as his toscaps.
VWhen cut of howrs the only
todet we had was a bucket
strategically hidden in the
sentry box? The ups and
downs, the sethacks and
disappontments But there was
always that wanderful special
banter that mest of us hadn't
experienced for years it was
almost ke being a recruit again
wihan times seemed impassible
but we &l got thraugh it. There
hawve been scores of people
mostly ex and serving Welsh
Guardsmen wha have not been
abie to help physcally but have
dug deep and helped us aut
financially, pecple Like The late
DerakWhiting who wouldcallin
every few weeks to ask us what
we neadad and il we did nead
something, &was thers the very
next day. Derek was one of very
many who helped finanoatly
and | mentian him because he is
no longer with us and there

hava been others who wish
remain anomymous so | won't
embarrass them In  this
editorisl, people from not only
all parts of the Britizh Ihos but
from the continents far and
wide, I'm sure they know who )
mean, Without all that pain
support and effort we could
never have got off the ground
DUt With it, we were nesver gong
to fail. Thanks to you all you
should feel very proud.,

it was hoped we could have an
official opening on February
26th 2001 (The anniversary of

ouf formation) but
unfortunatedy  having  run
oursahwes ragoed W get

earything done on time we
were Hitzed with the foat and
mouwth epidemic which raveged
the farming community here
VYien we did eventually cpen
we were blassed with 3 warm
October day where the
Regimental Band performed a
splendd raview in front of the
Lord Ueutenant of Shropshire,
the Regwmental  Adjutant
Chartes Stephens, the Presdent
of the Assodation Brgadier
johnny Rickam, Several Local

agignitaries induding the Mayor
and Mayoress of Qswestry andd
lasty and mostmportanty 930
members of the Welsh Guards
Aszodation branches uwp and
dawn the country

Our number of visitors continue
10 rige yesr on year even through
this recesson we are stil very
popuiar with the public who
continue to come We have a
register  of  isiling  'Wekh
Guardsmen and over the last
tweba months during 2009, 64
first time visktors and their
famiics have graced our doors
phs cur regulars wha gk
several times ayoarjust fora chat
ancd to see what's new

By the time this Is releasad we
hope to have in place a spedial
displey of our successhul tour of
Afghanistan  tharks w the
atifats gven to us by serving
members  and  Regimental
Headquartes. Again | hope we
vall mherit zo much In the way of
artifacts and itens that once
&)ain | have the headade afhow
tocisplay itto its bestvantags.

Oneof ourlatestaisplavs is o the
service of e lae Col Cargl

Mather MC, In hic early dayvs he
rarsferrad to the Scate Guard:
who were forming the al now 8
Commanday which was phased
out [ater o become one of the
originals who formed the SAS
along with ancther famous
Welsh Guardsman Jock Lewes,
After leaving the SAS Col Mather
was attached to the Bth Army
and was Reld Marshal Bernard
Montgornery™s persanal LO. for
marny years through the secorxd
workd war beforereturning tothe
Battalion. His book

"When the grass stops growing’
makes forfasanating reading.

Two other newcomers o the
display are "13° the unlodky
defaudter spandirg time bahind
the genune cell door from the
Guard ream at Caterbam (1677 -
1995) and “Curly™ (wha s
desperate o geton adril coursel
and sits there buling his boots for
7 hours a day {does he remind
you of sryane you knew?)

Lantly 2z we all get clderyoumay
find you hawe a lkte spare time
o0 your hands and a7 at a loss
end, why not come akong to the
Museum and ferd a hand. fm
sure we can find something of
ntevest foc yau and who knows
maybe you would ke to
wolunteer to became ore of the
reguiarstaff and bacomea gude
Behar way we would all love o

Stan Evans. Curator
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IBB & IJLB ASSOCIATION

Assacoton Menders

The Infantry Boys Battalion and
Infantry Junior Leader Battalion
Association (IBB & IJLB Association)

Memorial Weekend 6th/7th June

2009

By Graharn Fowler, Scots Guards

Plummoer Barracks Plymouth and relocated to Park Hall

The Infantry Boys Battalion was formed in 1952 at

Comp Oswestry In 1960 and reformed as the Infantry
Junior Leader Battalion under the command of Lieutenant
Colonel Frank Coutts KOSB, it remained in Oswestry until the
raising of the school age to 16 in 1975 when it then moved to
Shomcliffe and disbanded with Dofence cuts in 1985,

The conceptof the battalion was
a 7term programme modelied
on the 1960 and earks 1970%
Royal  Milkary  Acodemy
Sandhurst two year course
during the frstyeara moture of
recruit  trairing, education,
adventureus tramang, and the
second year emphasis being
placed on all infamtry skills so
the: by the tme the 7th term
wés complets a |lunior Leader
vas Cipable of teaching dril|
skill &t arms, map reading,
signals, and tactks up Lo
platoon level and should have
sdequate eadership training Lo
lead en mfantry section on
foining his Battalion and would
be academically qualified up to
the rank of Warrant Officer

The unit's impact on the British
Infantry wes profourd. In the
7' and E0's 3 vist to any
Sergeants Mess of any Infantry
Battalion would bring one inta
contact with many former Junior
Leaders from [ILB. Marvy of the
Junicrs went on to achiowe
Commissoned Rank,

There has been an 186 & LB
Assotiation for owver twenty
years with 3 very active intermet
forom wwenilb ook

In September 2007 | was asked
t form 3 small sub commitiee
at the AGM of the IBB & LB
Associgtion censisting of the
Assodation Segetary, Ken Nicol
ex Cordon Highlanders and
myself o rasse the nacessary
funds 1o buld & memorial for

the infantry Boys Battalion and
the Infantry Junor Leader
Battalion and that we should
lock forward to a date i June
2009 to urrveil the memonal at
the Eattalion’s spiritval home in
Oswestry, As | loft the meeting
| thoughtto myself what kave |
committed ta?

On the lund raieng side we
wrote to every Foot Guards
RHQ's and Infantry Assooation
and units and corps that drew
from the Infantry such as Specal
A Service, Small Arms School
Corps and the Army Air Corp.

We also emadied or wrote 1o
ewery single mamber we had on
our interret forum database of
pag and presert members of
the Associabion asking for a
contribution some 8354 emads
and over §00 letters, During the
fund raising appeal period
which [asted approximately 18
months we managed to ralse
themoney required forthe cost
of the memoriat

It was planned that the
umeiling of the memorial
would be incorporated with a
reunion weekend which would
start on the Friday with an Inter
Company Golf Match at the
Gobowen Gof Cub and on the
Saturday there would be 2
gathering at the Oswestry
Rugly Cub (the oid Officers

Lveing Jerernony

Mess at Park Hal Camp)
followed by a formal memonial
dinner in  the Qswedry

Assenbly Rooms on  the
Saturday evening which used to
bz one of the gymnasiums
stuated next to the Guards
Company accommodation. This
wes to be followed by the
SSCCIFTI0N exercising s right
o march through Oawestry on
Sunday as the IILE had been
granted the froodom of
Oswestry to the Battalion back
in 1971, fofowed by a
drumhead service where the
memorial would be unweded.
Then there would ba a return to
Barracks followed by a curry
lunch and teatngthe ratraat

We managed to obtanm an
Infantry band, the Prince of
Wakas Division and. through HQ
Land Forzes. Tha one problem
k=it was who to command the
parade, we knew we would
have at least 7 LE Leutenant
Caloneds, sorme S50+ Majors and
Captains and several hundred
ex Warrant Officers and Senior
Ranks all  with different
Regimental customs for our
parade. 30 we approached the
Garrison  Sergeant  Maor
Leadon District, BE Mot:, as it
was felt his seniority and
knowledge of many of thase
taking part would esse the
many revaines between some
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S0 different Regimenks on parade
and what an excelent choice €
was. TheGamson Sargeant Major
wias a superb ambassadorforthe
Guards Divsion wath many a
partipent  comparing  him
favourably with [an Hooper and
Dusty Smith Coldstream Cuards
wiho wee best remerrberad the
Oell Sergeant sand Regimental
Sergeant Maors of thelfLB in the
&0's and M's

Our quests of hanour for the
Satueday night Dinnerand Parade
werelo bethe Mayorof Oswestry
and Brigadier Frank Coutts KOSB
who was the first Commandng
Officer of the Battalion However,
szdly Brigadier Frank died in the
Cctober 2008. We corsequently
asked LL Col, Sir Malcolm Rass
GOV OBE Scots Guards tobe our
guest of henoue Notenly was he
a family friend of Brigadier Frank
and knewy how strong the bond
was between Brigadeer Frank and
hs Junkr Leadgers; Sir Malcalm
had alko been he Company
Cormmander of Guards Company

Oswestry in the aarky Nz

As the memonal weekand drew
doser we carried cut a series of
recoies wih the Town Clerk of
Dswestry, the Garmisen Sergeant
Mapr and ow Padre, Noeman
Setchetl Norman had beenanex
|unicr Leadar hirsel at Pyrmouth
ang Oswestry enlisiing In the
Queen's Own Buffs who later
ordained in the Cherdh of England
then re-enlisted Inte the Royal
Arrmry Chaplain's department. He
then keftthe Anviagan Inthe late
80s and took up work as the
Padre for 2 Nationat Health Trust
We ars vary hucky to have as cur
Padre cneof con

e weekend of the event anived
with warnings of heavy ran in

Eywa it

tha West of Englard and Walks,
This, howaver, did not dampen
ourspirits on the Fricy night 2nd
the remander of the westornd.

On the Saturday a1 members mee
up atthe Oswestry Bughny Jubfor
afew hours in the eftemoon. We
ther met for the formal dinner
that night. An axcellent speoch
was given by both the Mayeor of
Oswestry and Sir Malcolm Ross
wha gawe an amusing speech
gning us some of his memonies
of Brigader Frank (outts and hes
ovm period with the |ILB.
Naacless to $ay onde the dinner
had linshed tales of Z Compary
Chirk  Agueduct,  Snowdonia
axarase ppeling, Jan Fooper,
Dusty Srith contirwed lang into
the right

e sun shines on the
eous” there was n un,

so maybe he was right!!" =

w'e xrt.'

On fhaSunday momng we ross
with great trepidation on the
weather, itwas wet. Nteran eark
morming  wak  throogh/talt
through with the Band Sergoant
Major and the Garison Sergeant
Majortheheavens really opaned

Howener, a5 we formad up some
300 membesrs of the Associztion
on the Guidhall Square prior to
the march. the rain then essed
and we could amost hear Jan
Hoopersayng Thesun shineson
the fightécus” there was no sun

=0 maybe he was right!!

After &5 odd years the dnill of the
Asseciation was atill wnpecoable
and the responseto the Garmzon
Sergoant  Major's  word  of
command. otsp and sharp. The
memaocial service folowed the
traditional remembrande seryice
with the Assooaion members
reconfrming  the Oath  of
Allegiance taken on their Passing
QutParade all of these years ago.
Faur wreaths were  laid
representing the four Garrsons
tha Battalion had served Inand a
two minuie sikence was held for
all thase members of the |88 &
ILE who gave their fives for this
country.

kallwert of wel ond weretumed
to Barracks gving eyes left to our
pringpal guests the Mayor of
Oswestry and Sir Malkoalm Ross
and the was followed by the
ourry hunch back i the Assembly
Rocrms in Park Hall Camgp.
Hawever, the rain defeated s
and thebeating of the retreat wias
carcelied.

A memorable weetend
thoroughly enjoyed by adl Any
ex |unior Leader or member of
staff who would like to join the
ILE Assodaton please contadt
me on glowler @blg.co.uvk o
el no 07778 354 188 orgo o
www.ijlb.co.vk
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Welsh Guards Reunited

By Major (Retired) Martin Browne BEM
Served September 1976 to February 2009
‘The Leek’ Forum Moderator, Welsh Guards Reunited.

(website excellence Silver prize awarded in January 2009

Tho award winning Welsh Guards Reunitod (WGR) website,

by a panel of webmasters), constructed and coded by
Mike Cummins (WG Drums Pit 1978-1988) has grown from
strength to strength in the three years of its existence. Mike,
who has an interest In computer programming and experience
of the internet, coupled with a passion for the Welsh Guards,
had identified a requirement for a website, moderated by like
minded people, which could be used to reunite and inform
Weich Guardsmen, regardless of rank, age , background or
location, Members consist of serving and retired Officers,
NCOs and Guardsman, Family, friends and occasional visitors.
WGR’s oldest member is Alan Appleby who is 91, whilst the
youngest Is 2 serving Welsh Guardsman who recently turned
18, the common bond of service or an Interest in the Welsh

Guards is all that is required,

Although previcys attempls
have been made at oealng &
Welsh Guards speafic wetsite
they had not been particularly
successful, That was not 1o be
the case with WGR, Within six
months of Mike setting i up, be
had 120 members registerad
and reglised 550 members in
the firet year, Attracting 1,500

mermbers inyear bwo and 2,000
members as at Septambesr 2004,
a constant new
mEmoers & a rae of 25 per
week, every waek will ensure
that the pogularity of ths site
willl continue to graw. Yiith over

flow of

2 millon hits since Inception, the
ursgue service provded by WGR
15 unguestionable

It s important to realisa that
WEE was nal setup to compele
with  the Welsh  Guards
Assodiation (WGA) but smply to
offer Welsh an
alternstive option for staying in
touch,  Indeed many WGR
members e staunch
members of bath the WGA and
WCR, onjoying the camaraderie
afforded localy by belfonaing to
a gecgraphical WGA Branch,
whikst also enjaying the wider,
national and irternational
camaraderic  offered by
belonging to WGR WGR bas
adtive members In Australia,
New Zedand, USSR, (amada
South Africa. Spaln, Garmany,
France, Malts, Peoples Republic
of Congo, Barbados and Irag
Bath complement sach cther
perfectly and WOR encourages
thic Indeed WGR goes to great
lengths  to  support  and
advertise the WGA and has 3
dedicated section to acbvely
womoate  the  Association,
moderated by Mr Steve Fisher
segetary of the Swansea
Branch'WGA.

Guardsmen

The introduction of Welsh
Guards Reunited Radio (WGRR)
In 2007 served to broaden the
appeal and interest of the site
and has become a very
wekome popular  addition
Dwned and maintained In &
most professional manner by
Allan Rogers in Shropshire and
assisted until recertly by Kim
Maon based i Australia (again
demorstrating the intemational
lawour and reach of WOR),
WORR has proved an extremely
popular secton of the website,
uroadcasting every day with lve
requests and
niervews

music, racs

WGR  has  become  the
commnunication medivm  of
choice for many retired and
sarving Welsh Guardsmen and
their farmilies, Simpée 0 use and
navigate from the comfort of
your nome, whether
posting up to date news and
vews In the vast catalogue of
forums er <imply chattng In real
time within the “Banter Box” to
friends old and rew, WGR has
become 3 lifeline for many. As
VIGR ic financed ontirely by
waluntary donations there are
none of the annoying pop up
odvert bannarsyou get on other
sites and WGRis not beholden
to aryone but the users of the
ske. Within the site there is a
membearship database
cantaning the contact details of
all those who have reqistered
and as the tithe of the site woukd
sugoest many Welsh
Guardsmen have been reunited
with comeadas they had not
sEen In many years and the site
containg excellent testimonials
of happy reunians, thafoliowing
are ust 8 few of the many
testimonialk.

own

+ This sie has done & again,
Alter 35 paars { met up with
DaveTimber) Woods ond his
Goog lady fulie but the meeting
Wwos in France in the Dordogne
where we had arronged (o
meet and hove da wch. The
meating place was o ancthe
WOR mernbers home, my baby
sistar Pammy ond herhusband
Bab’s piave and what o lowely
SANg [0 hove o reumion in

We had owr lwech and the jaws
veere oching from ol the
ta%king and the saling arnd
Timber brought atang sovme
phaotas of the guys we served
wath nice to seethem o

e



WELSH GUARDS RECMENTAL MACAZNE

WELSH GUARDS REUNITED

Aoking so young but i raality
we haveal! got g b konger in
the tooth - Mike Dunphy,

+ [ feel 05 though | belong
sovnewhare again os being in

* towch with ald comrades even
through @ computer gives me
move purpese in e X'so
brithant sie I'm glod to hove
yau guys (o fal¥ to, iWeld done
Mke for setting & vp and to o
vho hove contnbuted (Le
Hstorkans, jokers,
phaotagraphers] in fact
evarybody Mike Wakely
« {for rother Google) found
this site on the 215t Dec 2007
Just ofter eleien (n the
marming, ! registerad so | conld
chect ot the pootas. Within an
hovror so, [d met up with
Chris Duggon, Alan Rogers,
Nevi Chavnberioin, Xae!
Irénchard, Knooker Knowles
ond Faw Dummerall fram my
tmesanved J also met new
friarxds Steve Beard, Stwort
Quen ond of course Bay
Skinner. Since then I've cavght
up with o ot of ald friends and
made inads of new anes. This s
0 great site and one of the best
things that happened in 2008
Jack lones 11

+ Thanks to WGR 'm lote for
work every moming and lowing
& Since ( wos introduced to
WGR [ am now relvang my time
in the Regiment and meeting
some greotguys, 53 years after
| stepped off now seems Nke 53

days and even though owr time
2ones areway apart ( am in
Australa) { st monage o
catch the guys for g chat and
on up date on events. You have
changed my Mestyle now
beteve It or not. 50 thanks frovm
the boltom of my feart
Gwynlor Pritchard 15 OAM

o W¥iehin 1 day of my request
o visktLen, Sherman, @ senang
LACol wenil to see my undleat
the Royal Free Hospiay, Up 'tilf
then, he had refused the
apevation that wos hs only
hope. That wisit o totohed him
thixt he wil have the operation
tomovrow: 1o thet fine serving
NGO, you did a wanderful thing
fora sick, siderly comeade. God
Bless yow, Dr David Sindalr,
Canada

Although pamanily sat vp o
reunite  Welsh  Guardsmen
whereyer they may be in the
Viordd, WCR has fast become a
focal point for 3k things Wielsh
Guards. With 3 smal
managamentand adminstrative
teamn backed up by a dedicated
anrd hard working promational
team and entertainmeants team,
WCR has reatalised the interests
of  mary retired  Wielsh
Guardsmen who are wiling o
do all it takes o support the
serving elrment of our Regiment
In &y way they can. Fornstance,
the WG Afghanistan Wristband
appea has benefitad from over

£3000 rarsed by WER; redit and
debit card denatiors, Adrian
|Swill] Mincter and Allan Rogers
relsed aver 700 during 2 3 Coy
reunion arranged and crganised
on WGR. ard the WGR Summer
BRO. held en lohn Bonneaell’s
Farm in Pembrokezhire, which
atracted nearky 400 pecple, 8 got
on the BEC Wales News and
menton  on  BFBS  radio,
generated & cheque for £1000
towertds the campaign,

The fund raising does not stop
there WGOR membars are also
vsng the =ite to arrange and
organise a series of sponsoned
walks, ane valk planned up Pen-
y-Fan with another from Merthyr
Tydfil to Higherass, 1o raise funds
in support of the Regimertal
Headquarters ‘ed initiative the
"Welsh Guards Afghanistan
Apgeal”, In addition to raising
funds and awareness, WGOR
members hawe ako been
actively invelved In sending
approxcimatety 100 “shoe box”
sEe parcals to IWG personng in
Afghanistan, gererzted and
coordinated by postings on
VIGR From leedback received by
the ste, these have been mast
wekome ard apprecisied by the
Battalion and realy do
demonstrate that no matter
where TWG = sant, they are never
far from the thoughts of past
members and famies. We could
not possbly menton by name
every cne of our fantastic
mermbars which miakes the WOR
ske 50 specal there are far 100
many of tham, bus & would be
remiss of me not to menton the
tremendous efforts made by Mes
Mandy Wakehy wha, to date, has
sent 12 shoe bowes ful of home
made Mertryr Tydfil (branded
WGR| Welsh (akes to sering
members of TWG In Aflghanistan
and & & staunch supporter of al
wedo -~ thank you.

One of the maore emotional, less
appealing, but very necessary
tasts carred out completaly
voluntarily by WOR persanned is
reprasentation at funerals and.
whist the Battabon has been
deployed  on operations
repatrations of our comrades
Killed in Action, Every single
member of WGR would wish to
show their respeds & eery
funeral and every repatriation £
they could, but as that Is noe
possibie, & is reassunng to know
that WGR. coordinated and
planned threugh the website,
will “ghways” be represented
alongade the WOA &t these
SORIMIN 00CAsIoNS.

Yihether you are aoking for ol
friencds, wearching ler family
history o simply just wank tostay
In toudh, it matters not that you
may have servad mamy y2ars ago
ar justyesterday, in the Bandarin
the Battalion, ornot at &l Register
today and bacome a pant of
fustory. WGR realy does bridge
the gap beteeen generations of
Wekh Guardsmen and ther
families and proddes a fest,
afficient, cost effective snd up to
date means of staying intouch I
you have not dore so, than vigt
theske and take advantageof al
# has to offer:

* Video Section containing over 500
Member cortributed videos.

¢+ Fhoto galloy comtaining over
10,000 photographs.

« A mamive games  section
containng over 1,700 free “laah*
aamat. Users can play for free or By

using their WGR (Points, This makes us
one of the largat free gaming sites
on the World Wide Web. WGR also
bomts a casino section whemn
monbars cen play for Points.

+ Employmant section for members
to seards a large section of jobs.

*  Ower 75000 posts for members 10
getimwelved in 2ad commant.

* Guestbook. The Guestbock is 3
ploce where non memibeers 4 well o
mestbars) can ave & comesent.

+ WGR Book of Cordelence.

* WGR has teamed up with Forces
Rounited te heing its mambars & shop

containing miitary style equipment
and mescnbila,
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Welsh Guards Association

President: Colonel TC C Bonas

Vice President: Brigadier | F C Rickett CBE
Vice President: R Lewis Esq.

Treasurer: Major K Oultram

Secretary General: B Keane Esq.

Maindy Barracks, Whitchurch Road, Cardiff CF4 3YE
Telephone: 029 2078 1342 E-mail:
welshguardsassodationdlive,co.uk

2009 has been a prowd but extremely sad year in the histary of the
Regiment They did 3 fantastic job in Afghanistan, but at & terrible
cost, asing seven mzn wha served with or sttached to the Battation,
ncluding the Commanding Officer

Association members rallied farth with tramendous support at 24
repatriations through Wootton Bassett and attending subsequent
funerals. whilst Standard Bearars travellad many miles amund the
country ta honour these brave men.

Lam extremely proud o be part of this famiy, and thank members
for what they did during these difficult times.

The Biennal Dinner at Ludiow, St Dadd's Day at Merthyr Tydlil and
ather events such 25 the Darts and Shooting, Colf and Race Days
continue to flourish, and helps to advance the camaraderie,
although it weuld be good to sae new faces

Itis hopad that 5t David's Day in 2000 will be celebrated with the
Battalion at Adershot, which wiil give us the opportunity to salute
aurmen. Let’s make sure we are well representad!

Branch Secretanies work extramely hard in keeping the Assocation
alve within their areas, arranging Lunches, Dinners, Dances and
vanous other events, o plesse continue to give tham your full
support.

Fnally| wish 1 thant yau 2 for the support and cocperation shown
me throvghout the year, and wish you and your families good luck
and the best of haalth in 2000

Brian Keane
Sacretary Genaral

Stonhard Bearers opasde Goords Capey’ 2009

Aberdare Branch

(Formed 1951)
President: Simon Rhodes Esq.
Chairman: John Coleman (22217873)
Treasurer/
Secretary:  Michael Willlams (2335253)
33 Tre Gwilym, Cwmbach
Aberdare
Mid Glam Ci44 0AA
Tel: 01685 877786

Theamual Branch report bacomes rmore difficuit as the years roll by
sine the members appaar to participate in kess and less activities.
Age is probably fe biggest probiém since there does not appearto
be younger members interested in supporting Branch undions.
Youngsr men are now spending mone time with family pursults,
which are commendable, but leaving less tme for mesting fellow
Guardsmen. | am sure this trend 15 rot st with our Branch, but it
ke life difficult when trying to arrange varicus events. It would
be good to 582 3 young volunteer turn wp atour meatings with new
ideas and help instil some murh neaded enthusiasm - maybe newt
maonth II!

Ve attencad St Davie's Day celebrations at Mesthyr Tyafil this year,
since the Battalicn were about to be deployed to Alghanistan, After
an =xcellent service in the local Parish Church, we marched, with
great panache, tehind the Welsh Guards Band to the new Merthyr
Tyafil Leisure Certre, to enjoy a buffetand a wondeful reunion with
feSiow Association members. As usual, basr and chat flowed fresty
fortharemainder of the aftarnzon,

Our meetings continue to be held at Bam on the first Tuesday of
every month {except Bank Holdays) at the Aberdare Rugby Cub. If
there is arpene in the vicinity at that me, we woukd be more than
pheased to see you, and | can promise you & fancasie wekome

Wewekome the return of the Battzlion from Afghanistan after their
operational tour They had the most difficult task. and we are all
proud of the way they conducted themselves in very difficult
droumstances. Sadly this came as a terrible cost in injuries and boss
of lives. We Wl Remember Them.

Finally | must thank the ‘faithful few' for their continuad suppart, and
also the office at Maindy Barracks & well as RHOWelington Barradks
for their help and gudance.

Hiack Farward to sesing you all in 2010, and hape some of you will
make that axtra litle efort to come 1o a couple of mestings.
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Cardiff Branch

(Founded 1919)
President: Colonel C) Dawnay
Chairman: David W Parry (22831847)
Treasurer: Alex H Webb (22370877)
Secretary: Bill Morris (22217619)

39 Gareth Close

Thornhill

Cardiff CF14 9AF

Tel: 029 20611241

e-mail billmo02@ talktali.net

At the time of writing this report, | am busy prepering for the %0th
Anneversary Dirmer to be held In Cardiff on Friday, 23rd October,
2009. This Dinner will be subject of a repartin the next Magazine,

Change to the Committee Due to the work commitments cur Vice
Chairman, Mr Bran Elbott. 24385846, has been feeced to stand
down, We thank him for his commitment to the Branch in recent
vears, and | only hope that it wil notbe too long before hais able to
take zn active part in Branch affairs, Me Terry 0'Shea, 2407142 has
peen electad as Vice Chairman,

Branch Afairs: We still continue to meet on the first Monday of the
month at the United Services Mess, Wharton Street, Cardiff. New
membars are always welcome  In addiion totheaforementioned
and In order to cater for thase members wha are working and
urable to attend on 3 Monday, we hald another maeting on the
second Fricday of the manth, 2gain at the USM.  Again, new
members are welcome to attend either or both meetings.

The Branch was wall represented at the St Davia's Day celebrations
Iy Mesthyr and 3 good timo was had by all.  Later in the same
manth, the Branch wene well represented atthe Biennial Dinner held
at Lidlow Racecourse, we retumed home to Cardiff in the early
hours of themoming after 3 most enjoyable evening.

The Branch was able, ths yesr, (o put o t2ams inio the Dart and
Shoot competition. and | now await the officd resull. 1do beleve
we were quite sycoessiul |

As with most Branches we lose members yedr on year and wecan
only extend ovr most sincers condolences to the lamilies and
friends

We also extend our best wishes 1o a8 thase members of the Branch
who have not enjoyed the best of health lately and wish them 2
speady recavery.

finally, on behalf of the Brarch, may | extend a very warm “thank
you” to Major Qultram and Brian Keane at Malndy Barracks for ther
help during the year.

East Glamorgan Branch

(Formad 1920)
President: Lt. Col. D C Macdonald-Milner
Chairman: Howard Main (23577106)
Treasurer: G R Grant (23523127)
Secretary: Ken Haines (23523287)
Trevone, Duffryn Road
Rhydlelia
Pontypridd CF39 SRU
Tel: 01443 662248

E-mail: marannehaines@ntiworid.com

The year began well with a trip to Chorley, Lancashirein order to lay
awreath on the memarial stone 1o the Falklands whidh s situated in
Layland, The trip was a huge success with excelient food,
accommoedation and company. We 3lso tock some guesis with us,
namely, Mr & Mrs Mike Jones, Cgmore Eranch, Mr & Mrs Jimmy
Manning, Merthyr Branch, Mr & Mrs Brian Keare, Secretacy General,
Peggy Jones, widow of Trebor { The Druld), Efeen Chaprman, widow
of Ron, and Mr & Mrs Barry Oharrbers, Ogmore Branch. A big thand
you must go to Major Keevil (Retd). and Glen of the local Brish
Leglon ot Chordey for making & such the =uccess it was, They
orgenised a Piper as wel as a Welsh Minister{from Mountain Ashi for
the cerernory, which was then fellowed by a buffet lunch

On the retum journay the folowing day we stopped at the Welsh
Guards Tollectan & Oswestry. We did not have a great ceal of ume
1o dook at everything, but i 1s woell worth @ vist. A big thank you o
Stan and the boys for showing us arcund

March st saw Beanch members celebrating 5t David's Day at
Mertiyr Tpdfil, which was once again a very good day. ltwas nice to
soe Dai Eowen and his family in attiendance, as well as lots of old
faces wha seem to'crop up’ from time 1o time!

Rext up was Imber Court an a wery hot day i une We managed to
fill & bus with the help of the Ogmore Branch, making a total of forty
nine members and guests Therewas a slight mishap imvalving Peter
Hughes & be tred to find his way bome - he shouks readly pick his
path a little better, since he had 3 nasty fall = and he wes not even
tipsy!

| was unable te attend theDarts & Shooting competition at Nessciffe
Barracksin September, but the feadback | had was that itwas ona of
the bost ever, with spedal prase for Erian Keane, foe the arganisabon,
and for keaping the bargong on his awn WELL DONE BRIAN. Thanks
also must go to Captain Ban Parry for the Shacting arrangements.,

Congratudations to everyone who participated, especially to the
combined team of Nerth & South Webes for winping the Dorts - it
makes 3 nice change from Monmauth and Swanseal

| would like to say a big thank you ta our Standard Bearer Ron
Hambidey for the work he puts into the Branch nething is too mudh
trouble for him, 15 always smmaculately turned out 3nd 5 never

9
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haard 10 cormnplan about anything.

Our meetings continue to be held on the 2nd Wechesday of every
maonth {750 for Bom) at the Institute Club, Geliwasted road,
Pontypridd, whach Is approwmately 50 vards from the Army
Reculbng Office. There i sorme parking avalable,

Finally 2 huge thanks and gocd fuck to W/0 Warren Wilkams and
Maogsy on their reirement and to all at Maindy Barracks for
everything they have dene for us during the pact year.

—
Llanelli Branch

(Formed 1974)
President: john Harding
Chairman:  Alan Davies (22217919)

Treasurer: Yemon Jones (22217890)
Secretary:  Alan Cunningham (24125105)
197 Cockett Road
Cockett
Swansea SA2 OFH
Tel: 01792 554151 (Home) (Work: 07976971336)
E-mail: alan.Cunningham1@ntiworld.com

Theyearstarted whan, in Aprl, we received the very sad news of the |

sudden death of our President Sir David Mansel Lewis £0V0, BA, [
of Stradey Castle Lianalll. Sir David had been our Branch Fresident
for many years and had given us loyal service and support
throughout this time, Branch Members attended the funara and
iined up an the path leading to the Chureh. Our Standard Baarer
wasin aitendance.

Branch Members also attendead the Memorial Service for SarDavid at
the Guards Chapel, Wellington Barracks, London in fuly

Sadly we losz anothermember, Willlam Owen Wiliams (27802%7) in
August,

Branch members also attended the funeral at Lianeli of MaarQM)
Richard {Dick) Williams (2735387:468171) who had been eading in
the area with his daughter. We affer cur sincere condolences to the
famikes and hopa their happy memores sustsn them throuah the
coming months and years

Earlior in the year we had to change cur Meeting wanue to the
RNA/British Lagion Club In Swanses Road, Lianelli. We continue to
meeton the last Tuesday of the moath (7,00 for 7.30pm)

We continue 10 hokd our Sinday lunches.  Can | thank all the
statvaarts wiho attend every inonth and ask thase of you who have
not aiterded a mesting for some time 1o make an effort - its good
to kesp in touch

Ihanks must e to all who suoport the Branch in varius WS,

Branch mambers attendad tha Bi-Arnual Dinner at Ludlon earller i
the year.

heBranch was represanted at the Darts and Shooting Campetiion at
Nessclffie Barracks, Shrewsbury on the 26h September and we thank
Brion Keare forarranging the dey and the barfadities fortheevening,

We thank aur Transport Manager Me Roy Copson for his senvces in
arranging the conveyarce of members 1 our functions.

Thanks aka to our Standord Bearer Mr Roy Burgess who has
ltenced 3t Wooston 8assoit on mary occasions Quring the year as
witll as the funerals that were held in the arca.

The Branch would like to give 2 warm welcome home to the 1st
Battalion Welh Guards from their successful tour of Afghanistan

To all our members and thelr gartners who are not in good heaith,
we send cur best wishes for a speedy recovery. May | 3o wish
them, and our fellow Branches a heakhy, happy and peaceful
(hristmas and New Year

Vianel\ Do and Shoating Teom Messcife arrocks 2009
CORT e Rodevts, Marry Herman, Soy Bugoss Boy Gopson, Morsan s, Mater
Sl Lance Barnon,

London Branch

(Formed 1926)
President: Leutenant Colonel CFB Stephens
Chairman: A H Doughty BEM (2741552)
Treasurer:  Douglas Wilcox (2739697)
Secretary: Jeff Hoenan (23523251)
27 Mount Gardens
Harrogate
N Yorkshire HGZ 88S
Tel: 01423 879326
E-mail: jeftheenan-wgalb@hotmall.co.uk

Welcome to the New Year, our best wishes Q0 o ourserving, as well
@ ourretired comrades, we hope you all have a prosperous, healthy
and weathy New Year

Dur meetings continue to be held at Landon District WO's & Sgt's
Mess Wellinaten Barracks, by kind permission of the Garrisan
Sergaant Major W D G Mott, CBE. Welsh Guards

120
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Our mectings in 2010 will be:

friday Sth February 2010:
7pm Annual General Mesting Loadon Brandh

Friday 2nd April 2010 First Fridsy Meeting

Saturday Tst May 2010: Ladies Lunchtime Party

Friday 11th June 2010 12noon: AGM Assodation/Troop meeting
Friday 3rd September 2010 First Fridey meeting

Sunday November 2010: Remembrance Sunday Details from RHQ
Friday 15t October 2010: First Friday Meating

Seturday 3rd December 2010 Lunchtime Chrstmas Party

*Please note that our meetings now start at dpm
- lunches at 12 pm.

Again cur thanks to all our Committee Members and of course cur
Chairman and Troasurer Richard Deughty and Doug Wicos. for a3l
‘their hard work

Qurformmer Presdent, Major General Peter Laudhars CHE sadly passed
away in July 2009, Even after he retired 25 Presiden: of the Branch, he
and his wife G continued to suppOrt Us a our various meetngs

Sadly ather members have aso passed away In the past year, our
thaughts and condolences go to their loved anes, their names are
entered i the Memoriam section of the Magazine.

A Commamoration service was again held at Imber Count
Metropalitan Sports Qub on 3 teautiful sunny day on 2Tth juna
2009 Qur thanks to ROMS Warren Williams who organisad the
event, Members of East Glamorgan Branch also attended.

We hedd an addiional 2 unches in 2009 in February and October, 2t
The Royal Hospal Chelses, in The Long Bar, with the In-Pensioners,
by Kind Permisson of the Sat. Major Bob Appelby CG. e also shared
two fartastic afternoons with the London Brandh Coldstream
Guards.

Founders Day Royal Hospital Chelsea

R b2 g Behard Devanty SEM Dotg VRS 0w,
Ex REM Harry Mol Sl Hosaan, sad Snth Mondoox

The maln gates at Welington Barracks are now manned oy cmllan
secunty guards. please angure that you notfy the Hon Saz ifyou are
attending the meetings, and carry your membership cards with you
The Garmson WO0s' & Sgts Mess are now staffed by Sodexo siaff

During the pear we hive been able to sponsor varous charibes
Thank you on their behalf for your kind support. Donations and
SUDSUiptions aways weliome!

We continueto encourage more retired Weish Guards to support the
Assocation. whether at our meetings in London or the various
events that take place around the country, We do need younger
membars in the London Branch. but apprecaze the difficulbies and
the costs of attancing the meetngs. The Associaton In general s
BORING 2L ways [0 ENCour a0e ped pie Lo sitend rmeetings throughout
the counkry,

Our sub meetings tontinue in Bristol /Bath, and the contad: forthe
meetings Is Alan Ridgewell, {22217347), Bridge View, Nettle Brdos,
Oakhill Nr Bath BAJ SAA. Ted No: 01749 840538, They now meat at
the Rayal Beitish Legicn in Staple Hil, Thanis o Alan for arganising
these meatings.

Ran Pernin (2741152} can be contacted on 01323 840754 for detais of
meetings of The Guardsmen's Oub i Eastbourne. Many thanks to
Ron for s hard work

We had another very beautiful Race Day at Ludlow in 2009, and
recommend mare member: to attend. Qur thanks go to Captain
David Davies for 3l the hard work In ceganising what &5 now an
estabiishad excellent event

Qur 2009 Christmas Lonch was again wel attended. allowing our
memerns (o enjay Memsalves during the altermacn, dinng, dancng
and cawrtng, énsbiing them to be home before lights out
Unfortunately we have to restrict the numbers to 80, 5o recommend
early booking for these events

Durng 2009, the Eranch was representad by several members &
the funeraks of the Welsh Guards who were tragcaly killed in
Alghanistan; our thoughts ame with their famibies and ther
colleagues they left behind, Dur yearly thanks to Bnan Keane and
Mapor Kesh Oultram a2 Maindy Barracks and ROMS Wilkams at RHQ
for all the hefp and asgstance durng the year
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Merthyr Tydfil Branch

(Formed 1953)
President: Captain Harry Legge-Bourke
Chairman: Grant Harper (2734772)
Treasurer/
Secretary: Jimmy Manning (2741804)
Flat 5
108 Haydn Terrace
Merthyr Tydfil CF47 SUX
Tel: 01685 383567

Well, here wa are agsin. Another year has gore by 5o quickly,
althouwgh it has beon 2 tragic ong for the Ragiment and the Families
of thase who gave theirlives In Afghanistan. We are all refieved they
arenow home safie with their famiies, enjoring a well deserved rest.
and baing able to recuperate alter such an arducus deplayment. Our
thoughts and deepest condolences go to the famBes of the weven
trave Guardsmen who did not return.

" Wehave been quite fortunate this year, mansgng to sign up a few
new memders, Athough they are not of the younger ganeration, Qur
Fwerage attendance stour monthly meqbngs vanes belween twdve
and sixteen, <o we are holdng well, although obwviously it would be
great to see some old and new faces,

[he Branch has been quite busy throughout the year, starting with
St David's Day at Merthyr Tydfil. This vanwe always appears to be
extremely popular, sinceit has good acess raads, TheWelsh Guards
Band sounded suparb in the church, and weall %ltespedally proud
ta follow them forthe ‘march past’

We had 3 fairly good ternout at the Biennial Dinner at Ludlow Race
Course, but the focd wes disappainting, | think a new verwe needs
to be looked at far the futune

The Darts and Shooting Compaetition a8 Messclifis Barracks was
probably the best we have had.. There was good accommodation
available, excellent food, and plenty af k. Captain Ben Parry did 2
marvelous (00 supendsing the Shooting, and Brian 2ane dd not
stop the wholz time we were there, running the bar single handed,
ensuring we all had an ample supply of liguid refreshments - of
which we were all maore than satisfied. To make the weekend
complete, the combined Narth and South Wales team won a few
cwps |

During the last few months, the Branch have helped booster the
Afghanisten Appeal by holding various raffles, and Sodal evenings.
35 well as selling hundreds of Welsh Cuards wrist bands {which can
be seen being warn by halfthe population of tha townl} Thank you
all for your excelient support

Wea continue ta hold our Sccal Evanings at the Railway Jub in the
lown, an the third Saturday of @sery month, znd would be delighted
1o see your, Our meetings are held & the Ex-Serviceman's Club, Lower
High Street on tha first Menday of every month. commencing at
2000 hrs. Pleasa come along if you are Inthe area.

Midlands Branch

(Formed 1953)
President: Colonel 5.C.C. Gaussen
Chairman: R.C. Jaynes (2739272)

Treasurer/

Secretary: Keith Bartlott (23523202)
6 Athelstan Road
Battenhall
Worcester WRS 2BW
Tel No: 01905 355233

Twalve manths oo by before one realises and itis time ance again to
regorton Branch news

Itis ohien very dfioult to write an artide refabing to the Midiands
Branch. This i due 1o the fact that we cover such a wide area. We
are unable to arrarge reqular meetings because of the distance
peopie have to travel. However, we do manage 1o meet up twicz a
yéar atour tweo Anneal lurches

This year we are pleased 1o repart that wa have two new members
of the branch

They are 22673858 P Bayliss and 24347533 Mike Parsons. A wam
welcome (o thern beth and hopefully we wil meet up with them at
one of cur forthcaming events.

Our Secredary was unable o attend the St Davids Day festivties at
Mearthyr Tedfl. but | am pleased to report the branch was well
represented, Theweathar was very kind, themeal was excalient and
worthy of the highest praise,

Gur Dhristrmas lunch at the Whikehouss Hoted, Worcoster, on the 16th
Noverriser 2008, vias well attended This vias anly sur second and
they have been vary successiul,

Our offical Branch Lunch was ako hed at The Whitehouse Hatel on
Sunday, 13th Ap, 2009. We cortinue to have quite 3 reasonable
turnout, tut redy on other branches and guests to swell our ranks,
Weveere wall loced aftar by the Hotel =taff which helped to assure
thal we had 3 successful dey

The next Branch Lunch will once again be held at the Whitehouse
Hotel, Worcester, on Sunday. 18th Apnl 2010, so plesserememberto
puiRitinyog daries. Wewill also be organising a Christmas Lunch at
2 time, date andd wenye 1o be announced.

It does not seam right somehow, to be Lalking about happy times
knowing what the lads have been experienang in Afghanistan. We
tan just hope that they 28 retymn to the UK in October, without ary
further casuaties

We rake this apportunity to thank members of the Branch for their
continued support and our thanks also go to the Secrstary General
Brian Keane and 2ll at Maindy Barracks for their help throughaut the
year,

22



WELSH GUARDS RECMENTAL MAGAZINE

BRANCH REPORTS

Monmouthshire Branch

(Formed 1920)
President: Captain W de 8 Prichard
Chairman/ Alan Mountjoy (23929747)
Secretary: 6 Beechfield Avenue,
Hengoed
Caarphilly CF82 INF
Tel: 07841 655512

Aflter the events in Alghanistan the Eranch approaches its 90th
anniversary feeling doser 1o the serving Regiment than ever
Members gave thelr suppert to the Battalion in several ways,
fnandaly, by wearing the wrist band which was also worn by ther
Farndios, and cn one cccation by undertaking a3 sponsored walk from
Miarthyr TycFil ta Newpart . [bwat just aoe event in the ‘Suppoet The
Welkch Guards in Afghanistan’ carmpadgn but particolardy important
35 It raised hunds

Among the largz number who bravely set forth were Alan Mountjoy,
Malcalm Davies and Steve Lversickys wiho ware not at their best the
marning after but were pleased, and surprised, they had not "fallen
oul.* Their feet. like all of ours, were made for walking, but it was a
lang tiene since they had dore route marches and they daserved to
be exoused blanco and breakfas parades

since 1950 the Branch has held a men only Annual Bzunion Dinner,
and since 1780 it has been hald at The Angel Hotel Abergavenny
where we hold monthly meetings eveéry sacond Thursday in every
month, except in February when we hold the AGI n Abergavenrty
Towr Hall, and n May and Ocober when wee rmeet at The Capel Hoted,
Bargoed The meetings are mini Reursans and very enjoyable, buta
bigger attendance 5 required. Wa cover a vary large area and it &
dfficult for membears 1o attend everything, but we have a3 great
example in loyalty shown by Merwyn Delve wha comes over from
Gloucesterzhire

Qur President has been the exde farthest frdim home Over the pest
year. His business took him to the wilds of Siberla, 1000 miles sast of
Moscow , tut of late he has reduced the mileage and has been in
Kigw  He arrived home in time to preside at the Reunion n Oaober
when other exles and members of athar Branches added to the
atrmasphere on Hatoween which prompted ghosts of the past 1o be
remembeared, certain Sam't Majors and a ot of funny stories

Ihis year we wil stage our S0th feunlon of themodem era and twill
ako mark the 90th anniversary of the Branch. There will ba plenty
to enjay lacally and natienally, induding St. Davsd's Day with the
Batta®on. The first Branch sodal occasion is onThwrsday 11 Febwuery
2010 when the Meryor of Abergavenny wil give us a Caac Reception
afterthe AGM and an Sunday 16 May we haove our Spring Lunch atthe
Maes Mancr Hotel, Blackwood We hald two lunches a yearand they
are very Sopular

8ehind the scenes 3 lot of work is nacessary, and is carnad out, to
keep theBrandh running smaoothly and members should apprecate
what s baing donean ther bena . The officers and loyal helpers like
fon Olver of Abergavenny da mare than their duty, while we also
appreciate those who cannot attend funciions and meetings but
who send danatices to help the Branch funds. Mr. Alan CGeffiths of
Abergavenny has speasored us for several years and the main

income comes from raffles at meebngs and fundscns

Whan tha Branch was rgeuvenatad in 1960 thore wore hundreds of
Welsh Guardsmen who pinad In Assocation activibes That & no
longer the case but we have a duty to mantain our standards and
aur numbers and will do <0, We ended 2009 with the Battalion hame
agam. and we start 2010 more determined than ever to do our bit for
the Ragiment in our Branch area, while enjoying ourselwes in the
barqgain!

Ohavrnan An Meungoy sl e Moneouishes Buanay Trophy winsor ond aish
Cuavds Sparcsmancf $he Toar Lance Corpony Maiyn Lews

Rugly has glways played gn imgortant pert in the Regiment’s
sporting history and the 15t Battalion’s first of many Armry Cug final
victories came usteight years after the Regiment was formed

In tha 19205 two serving Welsh Guardsmen wers capped by Walas

W (Wick) Powedl and T ERess, and many have played for the Army
it the Inter-Services tourmament which has played & prominent part
in 8ritish rughy m recentyears

The 2009 Welsh Cuards Sportaman of the Year and winner of the
Monmouthshire B-anch Trophy is & prop forwerd, 31123 Larce

“cnt

LN
Corporal Melvyn Lewas who Captained the Battalion XV

He was presented with the Trophy at the Monmouthshire Reunion
Dwnnar, just a few weeks after s retum from Afghanistan Hel
played eight times for The Arrry andt three for Combaned Services
and 1 clearly a player with & bright future in the game.

a5
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Montgomery/Shropshire Branch

(Fermed 1950)
President: MrR Plowdon
Chairman: ) O Wiliams (23860183)
Treasurer: Lt Col B D Morgan MBE
Secretary: Captain R ] D Parry
10 Grangefields
Shrewsbury
Shropshire SY3 9DE
Tel: 01743 244189

As ancther year fies by 30 quickly. &5 time to producenotss of what
haxs boon happening with the Branch during the last twelve manths,
In February we hald 3 5t David s lunch atthe Henllan, which is 2 few
mies to the west of Welthposl. Wo are always estremnealy wel boked
after with an outstanding meal. and this year was no exception

B vrars during the summer penod that oue President for the past thirty
thrae years decided to call ita day. and "hang up his boots’, CGaptain
Sir Bevllle Stanier Bt wias the second Presidant of the Branch — his
father, Brigacier Stanser baing the first. ltwillbe sad to seehim mowe
on & he has been a dadicated President for such 4 lorg time, Toact
5 2 remirder of his tour of duty, we will continue to battle it out for
the “Stander Trophy' annualy an the golf coursa In the Assodation
Golf. Ve welkome Mr Roger Plowden as ournew President and look
forward to the pleasure of his compary, together with his good kady,
Helen, dunng his tour. Roger served with the Battalion in the W's
with NoZ Coy in the Grand Central Hotel In Belfast, which the
Battalion toak over during their tour

The summer unch was held at the Wroxeter Hotel aear Shrewsbury
n July. We were delighted to have as our guest. Captasn Christopher
James OBE, who served with the attalion during the late §0's, and
also Brian Gitaw OBE, 3 rrember of the local councll, who sered
with the Irsh Guards, The lunch was very wall attended, and 3
superb afternoon was enjoved by all To end the day, members of
the Shrewsbury Make Veece Choir entertained us with a selaction of
S0NQgs, &s & taster prior to the Welsh Guards Band Concert, which
tekes place 285t Chad's Church Shrewsbury in Octaber.

In September; the Stanier Trophy” was plaved for at the Chirk Go¥f
Qub, and the match was won by Jim Hayeeck, 8 member of our
Branch. \Well done Jim, congratulstions are sent from all members
of the Branch.

Foliowing quickly From the Golf was the Assaciation Darts and
Shooting competiticns, which was held at Nessdiffe Training Camp
The attendance was good and the Branch were fired up to win some
silver. We have not heen performing too well of late, <o this was
gaing 1o be ouryear o concentrate on the shaoting. Lt Colane! Brian
Morgan MEE wor the Gerry Graerstack Cup for the cwer 70)'s, which
took us all by surprise since Brian cetainly does not Inok that old!
The Branch akko won the "Shoating” team trophy with the halp of
8rian Morgan, Dave Myatt and brethers Trewor (09) and Gorden {97)
Wilkams. Many congratulations and well done 1o you 38 for

partiopating. and mary thanks to cther mambers who attenced,
Norman Edwards, John Williams {83}, Mie Corfield. Bob Jones (12),
Raorman Shuker, John Satas, Jim Haycodk and David Head for Iogging
all tha statistics during the Shaoting The Darts did not go 5o well,
and aftera 'bya’in the fiest raund we were than beaten by 3 batter
team after battling for what musr be the longest malch evarin the
history of darts - well kcartainly felt like itd

In Dctober we will be kioking forvard o 3 Band Concert with the
Shrevsbury Male Vaoice Choir st 51 Chad's Church In Sheewstury. As
this is the Band's main effort in raisirg money for the Welsh Guards
Afghanistan Fund, wa hopa it wil be an ootstanding sutcess, and
very well attonded

We now ook farward ta the safe retum of the Battasion from what |
woukl imagine was 3 'very chalienging tour of duty’, with many
returning from Meir experiences, grown men, scme with tales (¢
tell while others who wish to keep them to themselves. Feel proud,
you &l did a marvellbus job. and have earmned awel deserved leave,

The Branch thanis all the Assodation members in the CardiFf office
for their help and assktance given over the past year, and look
forward to working together during thecoming twele morths

May we wish a8 Sesving. Asscciation and Brandh members 3 very
Happy Christmas and a Prosparaus New Year, and look farward to
meeting up 233N soon

B e —— e ]
North of England Branch

(Formed 1946)
President: Major K Oultram
Chairman: Tom Homan (2379289)
Treasurer:  Alan Simcox (23908718)
Secretary:  Bill Elliott (23908639)
Maycot, School Road
Little Neston
Neston CHé64 4DQ
Tel: 01513 362762
E-mail: wde.d6@tiscali.co.uk

Wewera 2ll saddened with the news of the tragic foss of iife that was
suffered by the Ragiment in Afghanistan and in remembering with
pride, L/Sgt Tobie Fashous, Lt Mark Fuisan, Major Sean Birchall, Lt
Colanel Rupert Thomelce, Private John Brackpool and Guardsrran
Chnstopher King of the Coldstream Guards who lost their lves in the
corflict. The Brarch extends to all their famdies and loved cnes and
to the Regiment ther deepest symgpéthies and condalences, There
are many other Regments who have sufferad Josses of personagl
50 we afford those same sympathies and condolences 1o all their
famihes and loved ones too, May those who have faten rest in peace.

Theyear of 2008 ended on 3 very sad note too for the Branch with
the loss of two very poaular members. 22831834 Barry Peet who
passed away on the Bth December 2008 after 3 long and courageaus
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fight sganstcancer and 228316 Mick Wi son who parssed awey on
26th December 2008 after what must have ssemed 3 life long Fight
against the enormous difficultios that faced him since being
madically discharged from tha Regiment in 1974

Ragrattably our sad losses continued into 2009 when we pad our
respacts again this timets 23523209 Marald Warsley, 2737916 L/ Sat

Robert Lewendan, Major John Burchell 2 former Branch President |

and most recenthy 23877341 5gt Brian Turbey.

Barry and Hzrold were regular attendees at the meetngs sad
desplte their ifinesses continued o attend the Sunday meetings.
Mick, zlthouch Iivirg in Essex regularly supported the Branch
especially at the Christmas Luncheons which ha hadn't missad in
years

Barry, Harcdd and Mick will be remamberad mostly farthe care and
concem that they always shawed to others and for their infectious
senses of humour, They have been sorely missed Qurthaughts and
prayers remain wath Manion, Carcle and Ethel and theds families. and
to the fFamizs and loved ones of Robert, Maor Jahn and Brian,

On a much brightar notethe Brand was delightad to welcome new
members. 2740955 Raginald Cruens and 23877287 John Tragnor two
local lads who requiarly attend the meatings and 22831855 Michael
Crov fram Albarts, Canada and 23677365 Dai Rice from Aberdare.
To Reg. Jobn, Mick and Dai we weltame themn aboard

The Branch s a termporary farewell o 23523212 Gerad Tiston
who had been the social secretary over the past 7 months but
unfortunately has had to stand down In order to return to Southemn
Ireland to concentrote on business matters but hopfully amoe they
arg all conduded will return 1o us eady in the New Year Gerald sot
dbout the job 22 social secrotary with gusto and enthusiasm and itis
hoped that wil betha same an his return If he takes up office sgain.
Ve thank Cerakd farthe tremendous wark hedid and wish him wall
n asuccessful condusion to his business affairs

In the absence of a sodal secretary there has not been muth
movementon the sodal scene with the eiderly members preferring
to settle for the monthly midday meetings to catch up with ¢ld
friends and news news. This is guite understandable and with the
aarage attendance of the meetirgs over the last bwelvg months
baing 29 meambers it is very pleasing to see those figures
mantaining a goodly number, The Branch stll meets 2 tha Cheshire
Mess at the Chester (astie on the fast Sunday of each month axcont
for August and Decembier and sl are welcome The meeting
cormmences at 12.30 hours, We once agaln extend our grateful
thanks to Alan lores who runs the Mess and to Captain Pickerirg for
allowing us the use of the premises.

Although the soclal evenis havwe dropped off somewhat the
Christmas Luncheon and the Stockaort St. Davids Day celebrations
are still very papular and go from strength to strength. The
Christmas Lunchean held once again 2 CheshiraView in Christieton
Was 3g3in 3 great success and the S¢ David's Day Dinner at the
Davengort Park Hoted, Steck port wass said ta bethe bestone yet. Both
of thase events were very well attended and the committes's of

Thester and Stockport extend thelr grateful thanks to all those that
helped on the day and & specal thankyou to all who came along o
give their suppart Your support is vital to the success of these events
and to the continged success of the branches concerred 50 plesse
kaep up your excellent support,

Members of the Stockpert Branch did enjoy & trip to the battie areas
of Brugas in Aonl of this yaar as the enclosed photogragh zordims,
They akso enfoyed their annual dinner dancs which ks hald sach year
in Octoberat the same venue as ther 2. David’s Day Luncheon There
wera 61 friands that attended who made k 3 very successful evaning
and the grateful thanks of Mel and kita Ackroyd are extended to
thase fnends whose support isimalvable,

22879358 joa Camaran teok up theduties of Branch Standard Bearar
atthe July meeting and was thanked by 3l concerned. [oehat been
the Standard Baarer for the Insh Guards besndh at Birkanhoad for
about ten years o Itis gocd that we have a man of axperience to
take over ths very worthwhile and important job. Joe's first
engagement was & the funeral of Sgr Brisn Tudey and he
performed his duties in an excellent manner Thankyou to Joe.

Ourcorgratulations are extended to Keith Bonehil and his wifeTessa
wheo celebrated ther 50th wedding anniversary In September. A
thorowghly enjoyvable day was spent with Family and friends.

There are many members of this Branch and throughout the
Assaciation and members of their Families too who are suffering
with sickness and ilihess 50 we wish them all a speedy recovery and
hope that their return to beiter health is not 1o far sway.

finally the secretary of the Branch 23508639 8iF Elliott is standing
dowin at the AGM of the Branch in October 2009 for family ressons
and would like to take this apportunity to thank all the members of
the Branch in partioular and members of the Association in general
for the help and support that he has received whist in office. He
wokd ke to extend those gratehul thanks to the staff at RHQ and
ARC fortherr continuad support and wishes them all well. On behalf
of the members of the Branch we wish you all & very happy and
peaceful New Year,




WELSH GUARDS REGIMENTAL MACAZINE

BRANCH REPORTS

North Wales Branch

(Formed 1936)
President: ] Harrop Esq. MBE
Chairman: G. Binnie (24060777)
Treasurer: M Mears (2740728)
Secretary: Dave Webb (23523061)
2 Arran Drive
Rhwl
North Wales LL18 2NS
Tel: 01745 334340
E-mail: spyderweb612aol.com

Well yet anothar year passed away and time once agsin to do my

report on Branch activities for the fast 12 months. It all startad off | Fatmer of 1he Regiment was repatriatad. 54 Evans, 67 Evans, Terry

with our Cheistmas Draw Luach at the Llandrillo College,
Unfartunately our President was unwell and unable to attend, so
Howell Hughes our Honorary Yice Presidant stood in. He prewnted
F. Hudson with the John Rarrap Cup for the highest score by a Branch
+ member in the Shoot heid at Llane®. The first Prize in the Draw went
to Derek Wriking's son Craspin - unfortunatele this was to be Derek's st
parade. but more about him later.

Everyane was then up for St David’s Day with the Battalion =
Aldarshot. but unfortunataly this was cancelied becawse of the
pending posting of TW.G. ta Afghanistan. It was 3 mad scramble
cancelling accermmadation and coach, A quick commitee meeting
came up with St. David’s Day here In North Waes where we were
able to coax the Lord Lisutenant Trefor Janes to peesent the Lecks
after the Church service, conducted by Canon Berw Hughes. The
church was ful to capacty, with standing roam anly for late comers,
Wie were honoured to have (/Sgt S.Shield before his pasting to
Afganistan with us and the Lord Ueotenant. asssted by our
President, gave him his Leek.

5t David's Day was followed by our 73rd Annual Dinner held at the
Bod Erw, and what 8 day ¥ was, with plenty of banter, good food

500 mie round trip, A spedal thanks to Terry {eryn= Coaches) for

| making ita pleasart journey an the coach. We a%so attendad his
| Funeral held at Pencoed nr Bridgend with the Branch Standard, At

the end of the month itwas 2 trip up to the Guards Chapel Lancon
te attend the funarzl of Lt Mark Bviscn. His mather, in her Fulogy:.

| mentioned Gdse Gaz2! from Rbyl, who was thera at the sendce
| althouah njured (well done} The Standard was again an Parade,

The end of June was the Repatriation of Major Birchall, followed by
the funeral in the Guards Chape! Luncon. 67 Evans (Stan) and

| represontad the Branch Standards were on parade with San, to his

oradit; canrying the North of England Standard, to help out our
neighboure

luly was 2 dark day for the Regsment when Lt (ol Thornefos, the

Maocaey, Mike Dunphy, Tom Homae, and | made the pllgrimage to
Waoton Bassett, which was o really maving experience. 'We also
attended the Funeral In London mesting up with cur ald friend
Reverand Willy Pryor our Standard vas once again on Parade

TheAssadation AGM. this yearwas the fast for RG4S Wiliams and
LASGET Morgan so in appredation of their support to the Branches of
Mesthyr, East Glamargan and Nerth Wales , we purchased Sitver cuft
links which were peesented to tham by Colonel 8anas.

The Brandh sant 54 shoe boxes to POW.Cay, 2 Coy and 2 Cov in
Afghanistan, which were distributed to the members of the
respedive Coy'’s who had not recéived 3 parcel, | recefved an email
froen CSM Topps 2 Coy and alo & letter off Ann Jones AM for the Vale
of Chwyd, thanking the Branch for supporting the lads,

It was great to mast up with Dorotiv Jenes (34) on the Battlofeld
Tour which was the £5th Anniversary of the liberation of Hechtal For
thase of you whe have notdeoe cae, it 15 3 great taur. and anyane

| Interested should get in touch for next vear. | toak the Standard,

and 3 fine Flow of Amber nectar. In his speech, cur Presdent |

thanked The Lord Lieutenant forattending and distributing the Leeks,
and then touthed cn the subject of Afghanistan, wizhing 3l the
EBatialon a safe and successful tour, He thanked 7 Sqt Shield and
s wife Xaren for attending the Lunch,

Later in March saw the Branch on the road again to Ludlow forthe
24th Biennlal Dinner held at the Racecourse. We settied in 3t the
Travelcdge and made our way to The Squirne! far lundh, anly to be
met by 3 hast of Association members already cining - it ended up
i1 3 mini sesson! The Commanding Officer RSM, Thorneloe MEE
and Regimenzal Sergeant Major Monsghan were n attendance at
the Dinner, even though they had to be at Lynham to sae some of
the Battalion off to Afgharistan the foliowing meming. After the
Dinner many of us ended up badk at The Squirrel, until the early
hours, remintzang and singing.

N May the Branch went down (o Wootton Bassett forthe repatdation
of LS Fasfous. Ten of us, including the Brarch Standard made the

which was paraded at all the wreath laying ceremanies at Diest,
Hechtsl, Arras and Izel le Hamesux. it was an honour to be amongst
the Belgium and Franch Standard Rearers,

Darts & Shaot - plaace sit down before you read this! 1960 saw the
start ofthes competiton and for the first timein 40 years North Wakss
hawe WON the Acsocation Darts Cup by forming & comtinad ‘8 Taam’
with Merthyr, beating Cardiff. A& big thank you to the Marthyr
Bomber Jimmmy Manning for joining us. Hehad the highest scare, plus
finishirg Iitoffwith adouble 16: truy a Magic Mament. Thanks to all
from the Branch who attendad and made this passible.

The Branch this year, like the Battalon, has kst e lot of good
members ta tha ‘Regiment on the cther side’. Derck Whiing, Richard
Parry, Harold Willams, WHOwen, R.Jones (57). 7, Roberts and our
Hon Vice President John fones (34), and just been informed, 2753209
COEwrett, who worved 1934/ 190308 vs). Myy they all #estin Peace.
Nos Da

The Presdent. Chalrman, Secretaries and coenmittee would like to
thank a2l members for your support throughout the year and wish
you and al your farrdies 3 Merry X¥mas and a prosperous New Year.
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Thanks alo 1o &ll the Team in Cardiff and HAQ. London for thair
support ta this Branch

Branch Meetings: Bulkeley Arms, Menai Bridge iast Thursday of the
month 20006rs

kayl Fiordd Derwan Pubs first Thursday of the month 2100hrs
Pt e o —— = ——=3}]

Ogmore Branch

(Formed 1962)
President: Lieutenant-Colonel RL, Traherne
Chairman: Ray Gorringe. (23585533)
Secretary/  Mike Jones, (23523201)
Treasurer: 40 Garfield Avenue

Litchard

Bridgend. CF311QA

Tel: 01656 - 650367

E-mail: mike_jones928@msn.com

Our AGM took place In January as is new austomary, and luckily for
us, cur entire Committee were re-elected en bloc agan. A sigh of @
contentad Branch we hope.

In February some of us went with the East Glamorgan Branch to
Lancashire for a Remembrance Service to the falen in the Falkiands,
The Memarial is & large Siate Blodk which coatains & the names of
the falen In the Faltlands War. We had a cracking weekenc and it
wias ineresting to note that the Padre who conductad the Service
came from Aberdare, and with 2 \Wekh accent broader than mast of
vs.

On Mareh 1st 2009 3 large contingent of our members made thelr
way to the St David's Day celebration in Merthyr Todfl The Church
Service was most mpressive and the church was packed to the
doors.  After the service the march o the Racreation Cartre behind
the Regimeral Band wes chalenging formany, but in théman most
of us made It. Inthe Recrestion Cantre i was aseries of Hello's to all
ard sundry as you met up with friends. many you had not seen for
quite a while in some cases.

The Secratary and Paul Modkatt MBE, (22217175} also attended the
Awodation Bennial Dinnerat Ludlow Racecoursa They met up with
many ald friends and had an enjoyable evening. One thing | would

and Penceed. The 2 NCCs, L/Sqt Tobwe Fasfous and L/Cpl Cane Elson
both come fram owe Baraugh which brought home the pain and
rigours of war closer to homs

In June, courtesy of East Glarmargan Brarch again, some of us want

up to Imber Court to join up with Lenden Branch for the
Remembrance Service for the Flyng Bomb wictims In 1944
Afterwards wee went over to Windsar for the sfterncon and spentan
hour or 50 or the river before returning home, & good day oul

| On Sunday Sth july we were nvited by sur President to his hame

advise though, whan yeu boak a “double” room, ensure that there |

& twin beds first - enough said?

On 18th April 2009 we hedd cur Anrsal Dinner Dance once again in
the Masonic Hall end there was  healthy attendance of %0 plus
sitting down to Dinner, before enjoying and dancing to tha music of
our musiien, Qur Guests waera the Mayer of Bridgend and Corsort
and Captamn Andy Plews, MBE from Warminster,

During May, June and July we represented the Branch at the
repatriation and funerals of the 3 Officers and 2 NCOs killed in
Afghanistan atWootton Bassett, Welington Sarracks and Bridgend

near Cardif and 30 phus of us tookuptheoffer, We were entertained
by Lt/Col and Mrs Traherne as wied a3 one ofhis charming daughlers
and we are indebted to him for his generosky.

On 31t August a coach load wentup 1o Dering Lines, Bracon forthis
years Ghurkha Durbaror Open Day. There was a veriaty of adivities
taking place and mest popular of all, Churkha Curry on sale - there
were queues to the food tents all day!

Tha highlight of the year was undoubtedly aur trip to Hechtel on the
weekend of Yth to 14th of September, passinke bacause we abitained
a grant from the Lottery Fund. We travelled out on the Friday
marming through Furo Turned and arrived at our Hoted justin time foe
the Evening Meal

On our first full day out there we visked Leapoldsborg Military
Cemelery o lay a "Poppy” wreath on the Cenotaph and for ome of
our ladies tolay & ooss on her father's grave 25 he vwas bled there
during the liberation battle, Back to Hechite! we then visted a newly
re-furbished ber called “Little Coen” wharg we had 2 coffes break
befara touring the tawn in & 2 herse draam coverad wagens before
returning to the Bar forlunch. We aluo prasented the Landlady weh
a Unlon fag. a Regimeantal Pague and other miktaria which was
placed strategically around the bar. In the afterncon we tooka canal
boatinto Holand to the farmed Pancake Factory. They have a memnu
of aver 400 selacticns so you really spoied ferchoice.

On our second day (Sunday) we attended a moming ChurchService
in the town church together with the Swanses Branch and the
Assodiation Battlefiald Tour whe had also arrived. There followad a
Reception gvean by the Mayar of Hechiel and then 2 very moving
Play re-enacting tha Libaration of the tawn by the Welsh Guards.
Quer 100 actars, men women and chadren ook part. We then joned
wath some of the other parties to farm a hastily assembled choerand
gave some rousng rendiions of Welsh favouries for curhosts. That
gvening we nad the use of our hotels skites alley and had a
competitive time before retiring to bed. We returned home the
fallowing day through the Channed Tunned 1o arrive home early
evening tred bet cheerful afer an outstanding weekend.

Vie shall be competing n the Darts and Shooting Competition this
year but unfortunately will not have a ful team of eight, whitch is
rather disappainting considermg the sive of our membership,

QurAnnual Remembrance Service this year wil be in Nolton Church
on Sunday 18th Caoter 2005 and will be particularly relevant due to
the lkoss of 2 of our focal lads in Aghanistan
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Inevitably during the vear we have lost same members and the
follawing have passed away: 2741064 Dearek Cantello. 23908644
Brian Hillman and 22217902 Qive Woodward. Our sympathies go
outto ther familes

The Chairman, Secretary and Comimitiee would fketo thank all their
members fortheir supgort theoughout the y=ar and also the Ladies
section for all ther essistance at our mectings and furctians

e continue to hald aur Meathly Meetings st the The Highwayman
Pub, Casfatri, Bridgend every Second Monday of the manth. A are
WECOME 1o Ztend,

Wewish 3l ourmembers aViery Merry Xmas and a Happy New Yeor
and send ourthanks and bast wishes to all at the Cargiff HQ

e e ———
Pembrokeshire Branch

(Formad 1957)

President : Major | B Ramsden MBE
Chairman: Arthur Eslres (2741413)
Treasyrer/
Secretary: Trevor Warr (2740352)
11 Shakespeare Close
Haverfordwast
Pembrokeshire SAS1 1TL
Tel: 07437 766400

Every yearst becomes moredifficult toknow what to report from the
Branch Inthe past we had Ietle difficulty since we took part In many
events We think of the wondarful tmes we had supparting the
Presentation of New Colours at Buckingham Palace, and trips to
Windsor Castle - really greattimes enjoyed by all, Unfortunately most
of our ‘old Falthfuts are naw in their seventies and eighties, and , as
with okt age, comes hedith problemns, although | must emphasise,
before L am put in the book, that this does not 2pply 1o everyone

The Christmas Draw last year was very successful. which helps to
weep the Branch sclvent. It was noted that cor President, Maor
Ramsden, carned away a Tull rmful' of prizes 11l Many thanks toall
those who sold and bough tickets.

The Branch supported the Darts and Shooting competitions at
Llanels fast year but Riled o travel to Nestdliffe Barradks at
Shrewsbury. cueto the distance vatved. It's a pity 3 few yaunger
members are notinterested. | hve boen reliably informed that it was
an excelent weekend

Our Annwel Reurran Luncheon was 2gai a great success with an
excellent venye, décor and food. A total of forty one members and
guests sat down for the meal, including thres or four widows, who
still support the Brandh in any way thay can. We have decided to
rename our lunch as our Annual Reunion Lurcheon since we will no
knger be holdng an evening Dihner. Ithas been found thatourolder
members no lnger enjoy 0aing out 3 at night

We were defightsd to wekome one of our oldest members, Sid

Hhots L7T Col Torm Bonos. Sid Fishury 27241 Maioy Bvmndaden
Annua' Revavon Lacheon 2007

Elsbuey {2734113) age 92,and his three sons to our Luncheon once
agein, Sid was a pre-warand 2od Bsttalion rman, wounded in France
He still lives en his cwn, and appears to be coping extremely well
lim Hanscn (2739150} and his wife Joyce also managed to support

% in Fact they seldoen fail. Unfoctunately Eard Uoyd George and his
wife were unable to attend this year due to ill haalth. | belicve he is
the ondy 3rd Battallon gentlaman kft on ourmombarship ist, Other
rmemberswho fadad to attend due ta il health were. PeterSaunders
(22118668, ‘Snowey” Beard and His wife Joyce [2739053), lver and
Beryl Smith, (2739053) We wish them all 3 speedy return to good
health

In July, Welsh Guards Reunaed orgsnised » Family Day and pig roast
At (22179607 llohn Bennmeell's farm near Pandine, and understand it
was a niceday. Even though the weather had not been too good that
week, and the ground was rather <olt, it did not deter some brave
souls from camping out for a couple of nights. Well done to tha
organisers, and of coursa. thanks to Joha

The Regimental Band played mn the Bishops Palace, & David's
Lathedral during Jure, but unfortunately It was notadverbsed, and
therefore the Branch was unalée to support them Thare appears to
bea breakdown i communscations aong the line, which | supgose
does happen somatimes!

For thase of you who served In Palestine, there is 3 baok calied ‘A
CAPTAIN'S MANDATE PALESTINE 1946-1%48, by Philip Brutton. We
would Tketo obtzin a copy, so if any reader can help than please let
us know, It gives detals of the Battalon from the time they arrived
N Haifa, ana memtions Capiain Kearsiey, Major General P RLeuchars
(decd), RSM Rees {dacd) to name but 3 few Nso places such a3
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Tiberias, Nazareth, ¥ablus and many more — what memares for
those wha cerved at that tma

Hranch members have been busy selling wrist bands for the Wesh
Guerds Alghanis:an Appeal, 2nd | wish to thank everyone for thesr
suppart, It @ remniscent of ‘Our Boys Fund’ during the 2nd World
War, which was supported by mary towns and dubs et Ttweas such
3 thrillto receivea RO, for 5 or 10 shilings, whidh meant more aften
than nat & meal of 2gg and chips n the Naafi.

Sadly the Branch lost two members this year, namely Giyn Evans
(22217350), age 75 wha died in May, and the second was oneof our
founder members, Bill Lioyd {2740198) age 82, who died n August.
Bill was Presidert of the Haverfordwest Royal British Legion and 2
membeér of our commities for 2imast 50 years. He had a great send-
off from the Branch, the RBL and the Fire Service, in which he had
served for many years

Our thoughts and sincers contiolences go out to both families.

Ve have a few acwvemembers in the8ranch, net usualy mentioned.
¥ you racogrise amona and would Tke to gat in touch. then please
cantact me.

Harry Lovering (2741419). Mke Davies (22217891), Paul Feonell
(24185199}, Makcolm Fry (23836046), Trevor Griflfiths (22831643,
lesze James (Z3172489), Bl Kzllaway (23523513}, John Lloys
(22290247), Brian Richards{23400898), Eob Ridley (2740537), Merion
Roberts (22217379), Hywel Thomas {22831427), Mike Hotling
(28150254), Gardan Lewis (23400897, Joa Griffithe (22277568), Roy
Drummond (23523541}

Best wishes and good health toyou all in 2010

Swansea & West Glamorgan
Branch

(Formed 1927)
President: Major G White MBE.
Chairman: Bryn Pennock (23877288)
Sec/
Treasurer: Stove Fisher (24242691)
436 Uangyfelach Road, Brynhyfryd,
Swansea SAS LN
Ted: 01792 301079
Email: stevelisher691&sky.com

Velcometo this Branch articke which | hopefinds youin good health.
As promised in the Branch summar newsletter (0%) an article on the
SAMA B2 {Wales Beanch} Memonal Service which took place n &
Mary's Church, Swensea on the 8th June is included with pictures
slsewhere in this magazne. There s alsoan articke on the Provenance
{information) Board which was gresanted 1o Rewd Andrew Vessey ot
the same time & the Falikiands Mermarial Service. This s reference the
two Colours hanging «ther side of the Falkiards windows.

Once again on the 30th of August we attended the Ghurkha Durba
in Brecon for a fantastic day with our much respected Ghurkha
soldiers and their families. As you can s2a from a¥t the smiling faces
wehad a fabulous day,

The Branch had a very successful and mermaradle Battiefield Tourto
Belgium to celebrate the 65th Bberation of Hachiel A Full artide wkh
pictures is elsmwhere in this magazine.

Unfartunately we were unabie to attend the Asseciation Carts &
Shoot this year due to not being able to find encugh members to
put teams togethar. This must have come a5 3 great relief to other
Branches since the Swansea A (shootng) Leam has been very
suacessiut over the past few years. At least & gave snother Branch
the chances to ergrave ther name on the cups! Next yeor ook cut’,
We have aver 300 members on our area mailing list so mayba next
vear wiy not join us forether the darns crshoot teams - erbeth - 5o
that we £an retain cur tithes,

|& our bays whoe retuened safely badk home to their families from
Afghanistan, we thenkyou for the very brave and excelient ob you
dig n extremaly diffikult and unimaginable conditons, To the
families and loved ones of the falen heroes that gave the Utimate
sacrifice, you are always in ow thoughts, and we hope that you will
be able o get through this very traumatic and sad time. and
eventually be able 1o ook tack on the fand and laving memories that
yeu haveof them, May They Rest in Peace. Itbrings back the very sad
memecses that wa veterars have of the Falklands warall those many
years age. Nay they also Restin Peace

Cur Brareh Annwal Dinner which was plennad for the 31stof Ocober
sadly had 1o becancelied dueto the very few numbears who showed
an interestin anending. Hopefully this will be rectified next year,

I Novermnber we pald our respetts in memory of falen heraes by
laying wreaths at the Swansea & Morriston Cenotaphs, St Mary's
Church which included a Falkland's wreath and atthe Memornial Park
in Port Talbot.

Thes year for cur Branch Chrstmas socad event we joined up with
thelozal RETA's. This was well attended snce we have members who
ace affiliated with them.

This is orly a short article 35 | have submitted three other articles for
ths magazine (Falkland's Memorial Proverance and Hachtel) which
I hope that you will find interesting,

Qur Branch congratulates cur Chairman, Bryn Pennodk on winaing
the 2009 Go¥ trophy. Well done.

Wa really do need the suppart of you to make this Branch more
successfud ie Darts and Shoot 2nd the Branch Annual Dinner etc.
Wa ako reed yourg bleod (members in thelr S0s and younger} to
Jon us 3t our meetings to inject new ideas atc. Our President who
attands evary month is Major (Retd) Ghyn White MBE. Qur Chalrman
is Bryn Pennodk. The yoing blood attending each month are Kad
Trenchard, Steve Radford, John Lott and of course miyselfSteve Fisher,
Are you from cur era’ Are you 0 your 60s o 70's? Then we have
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members attending of that age as well Do you rermember Major
{Retd) Charba Carty MBE TD? He also joins us every month. We 2lso
have Eill Oeary who is @ his 80's and 3 WW2 veteran. A mix of 3
ages and military expanances right aorass the board. Flease contact
mie fordetalls of our mestings etc

Take care and | wish you qeod hesith and happiness.

pry
i
(=]
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Welsh Guards Association Darts

& Shooting Competitions 2009

By Brian Keane

The 2009 competitions took place at Nessciffe Bamracks. Shrewsbury
on Saturday September 26th by kind permission of Major Paul

Evarzon. This 55 the second time in 8 couple of years we hive been
abde 1o use this camp, which has great faciities on the DICT

Approximatety 80 members and guests participated i the
campatitions. whidch wereextremely and fiercely competad for - but
all with goad banter!

Overnight accommodation was once more madeavallable 1o us for
both the Friday and Saturday night, enalding members having o
traved long distances to relax and recuperaie ready for the 'big
event, as wall &s recovering after a ong day atthe ‘'OCHE and fring
range

Results

Darts Competition

Welsh Guards Association Cup
North/South Wales

Winner of the Abertawe Shield
Cardiff Branch

Highest Individual Score
Jim Manning Merthyr Tydfil Branch

Gerry Greenstock Cup
Col.Brian Morgan Mont/Shrop Branch

Shooting Competition

Winners of Leatham Trophy
Mont/Shrop Branch (A)

Runners-Up
Cardiff Branch (A)

Aberdare Cup
Alan Curtis Cardiff Branch

William Burman Cup
Not piayed for in 2009

Winner of the Abertawe Shield
Cardiff Branch

Aberdare Cup
Alan Curtis Cardiff 8ranch

Highest Individual Score
Jim Manning Merthyr Tydfi! Branch
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Winners of Leatham Trophy
Mont/Shrop Branch (4)

Runners-Up of Leatham Trophy Gerry Greenstock Cup
Cardiff Branch (A) Col.Brian Morgan Mont/Shrop Branch
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Minutes of the 81st Annual

General Meeting Of the Welsh
Guards Association

Held at Wellington Barracks London

at 1230 hrs Friday 12th June 2009

President: Colonel TS Bonas  President  London  Branch;
Vice President: Brigadier ) F Captain Harry Legge-Bourke,
Rickett CBE President  Merhyr  Branch,
Vice President: RE Lewis Esq = Cokanel SCCCaussen, President
Treasurer: Major K Oultram Mudlands Branch; Coptamn 'W de

Secretary General: B Keane
Esq

Present: Mr M Wiliams,
Secretary Aberdars Branch; Mr
K Haines, Secretsry East
Glamorgan  Branch; Mr A
Cunningham, Secretary Lizneill
Branch, Mr | Heenan, Secrélary
London Branch: Mr | Manning.
Secretary Merthyr Twafil Branch;
] Wilkams, representng
Montgomery/Shropshire
Branch; Mr D Webb, Secetary
North Wales Branch, Mr M
jones.  Secretary  Ogmore

Sranch; Major € Carty,
representing Swansea & West
Gamorgan Branch

There were alse 10 other
mesrbers present

In  Amendance: WOZ W )
Williams, Headquarters Weish
Guards: L/Sgt M Morgan,
Haadquarters Welsh Guards,
L/5qts Brandon, Headquarters
Yielsh Guards.

Apokbgles for  Abzance:
Brigadier | F Rickett CBE, Vice
Presdent; R  Llewis, Vice
Prasdent; S Rhodes Esq.
Presdent Absrdare Branch;
Colonel € | Dawnay, President
Card#f Brandh; LUeutenant
Colonel ® E H Daad OSE,
President Cardiganshire Branch:
Lt Col. & C Macdonald-Mener,
Presdent  East  Glarmorgan
Branch; Lt Cob. € F B Stephens,

B Prichard, President
Menmouthshire Branch,
Captain Sir Bewlle Stanier Bt
President  Montgomery &
Shropshira Beanch: P{Dai) Tilley
Esc Presdent North America
Branch: | M Harrop £sq. MBE
Prezident North Wales Branch;
Leutenan: Coloned KL Traherne,
President Ogmore Branch;
Major | B Ramsden MBE
President Pembrokeshire
Branch; Majpor G White MBE
President Swansea 3 West
Glamargan Branch;

Mr W Moms, Secratary Cardiff
Branch; Mr N Owen, Secretasy
Cardiganshire Branch: Mr K
Bartlett, Secretary Midlands
Branch; Mr N Chamberiain,
Secretary Monmaouthshire
Branch: Cagt. R | D Parry,
Secretary  Montgomery &
Shropshirz 8ranch: MrW Elsotr,
Secretary North of England
Branch, Ms T Waer, Secrotary
Pembrokeshire Branch, Mr S
Fisher, Secretary Swanses &
West GClamorgan Branch

ltem 1 - President’s Address

The President began the
meeting by wekoming
averyone who made the effort
to attend, his staff at RHQ and
also all Branch Secretaries for
thesr continuing hard work In
order (o make the Assoclation
the SULCess 1t 1S today, He went
00 to mention the deaihs of two

promingnt members of the
Association who recenthy died,
ramely Sir Davd Nansell Lowis,
President of the Lianelli Branch
and ohn Jones [34) who was a
vary actue member bath in tha
Assoaation and the Regiment

Battalien

He informed the meeting of
recemt events in Afghanistan,
andd especially mentioned his
sincere thanks to members for
the support shown at Wootion
Bassett, which meznta ot o the
Regiment end the familes, To
date, there are flve batthe
casualties, with rone life
threstening, but that moming
heard that Guardsman Leach,
Drummes, and & Corporal had
been serioushy injured.

Ihe Battalion are two months
Into the campalgn, with 3 Coy
expectad back In the UK In
September and with complkete
recovery by 7th October, The
tiggest ¢hallenge = expected
during tha elections which are
to be held in August.

The Battalion wil return to
Algershat, &d will  be
presented with their medats by
the Prince of Waks &t 3
memonst - service  In - early
Decernter, and n March 2010
will spend some time in Wales,
haldng congerts, marches and
visiting schools e,

In 2070, it 15 hopad o launch 3
‘Cotonel's Fund’, with the Prince
of Wales as patron. This money
will supplement the Regimenial
Tunds to geve aikd to Guardsmen
ared their families who sarved in
Afghanistan. With the aid of the
Aszociaban 3 millon pounds is
hoping to be raised

It is probanle that the Welsh
Guards wil once agsin Troop
rextyear fram Akdershotand in
September 2010 will move from

Aldershot  to Hounslow,
sllowing the Grenadiers o
moye into Aldershot.

Wellingtan Barracks will then te
used for Bands, Incremental
Companses and cthar minor
Units

Association

8. The President stated he was
massively grateful to all the
Secretanies for the work they da
for thelr Branches and the
Assecigtion. wth so many
actvitizs baing held throughout
the year,

b. The Welsh Cuards Collection
at Oswestry i doing well but
need more donations {3
mandate is available for those
wha wish to coninbute),

c. A few rew Branch Prescdents
are needed, and he wes pleazed
to announce that Roger
Plowden has agreed to take
ausrfrom Sir Bevlle Stander B at
Montgorrery & Shropshire

d. The Memaria Service lor Sir
Dawd Mansell Lewis takes place
at M30 hrs on Tuesday 14th July
atthe Guards Chapel,

2. PRI sales are excallent, with
increase  slock avaalable,
incudng thecalendar and diary
for 2010,

Item 2 « Minutes of previous
meeting

Confirmation of the minutes of
the Annual General Meetirg
held 1th June 2008 wo
proposad by Mr [6ff Hesnan,
(Secratary London Beanch) and
seconded by Richard Dowghty,
(Chairman Londan Branch) This
was amed and the minytes
signed. Thera were no matters
arising from the manutes,

Item 3 ~ Remembrance
Sunday

s not expected that there wil
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be mary members from the
Battalicn at the Guards Chapel
for theRamembrance sendceon
Bth November due ta leave The
Battalion Padre wil take the
service, and details wol be
printed In the Summer
Newsletter. Mary Assocation
members usually support their
local towrs and villages

Item 4 - Association Dinner
201

0'Webb (Nortn Wales) Informed
the meeting that the North
Wales and North of England
Branch are celebrating their 75
years and 65 vears annpersary
respactively and  therefore
" wished that Wrexham be
torsidered for the next Biennial
Dinner. The hall woudd be frae,
and the ceuncil kad a choire of

3-5 outside caters 26 well as a3 |

bar. There is also plenty of
asccommodabion in the town.

The Secretary General had
reservations regarding
attendance In North Walkss since
n the ls2t Dinner there was only
2 total of 20 members
sttending from mid and north
ot Yiales, thersfore 3n assurance
of numbers i neadead before
atual planning. whether In
Virexham or esewhere A
Cunnirgham (Lianalil
complained about the poor
quelity of foed and the use of
plastic glassas at Ludlow and
stated his members would not
attend another Cinmer. He ako
said that he had pul these
compiaints in writing. At this
point, the Secretary General
informed the meeting that this
was tha first time he had been
infoemed of the poor food, snce
his meal, and those around hem
were fine, and to date, has not
receved any complants, officy
or cthenwse from any Brarch. |
Manmning  {Merthyr  Tydfil|

pointed out that there was two
years w go. therefore it should
be possile to gve some idaas of
numbers by the next AGM.
Ceher Facts were brought up
such as financial practicalibes
and advertising, and sftermuch
dsorson twas agreed that the
Dinners shouki continue to
rotate asagreed in thepast, and
Wraxham will hast 2011

The ARA reguested that some
icea of the costshoeuld be made
avallable o him befoce
Christmas.

Item 5 ~ Assodation Events
a. Battlefield Tours

1. Unfortunately  Captain
Graham Taylor, Teur arganiser
was not avatable, but plans for
tha September Battle Field Tawr
was well under way,  with
Hechrel laying an 2 special day,
with lunch followred by a ‘play’
m the ftermoon. Besides the
official taur which is now Full),
Swarsea and Jgmore are also
meetng wp at Hechtel, so there
shaukd be 8 fartastic turnout of
over 110 Association members
prasent

2. Some weterans have been
irrdted to Cagnoy for 3 fow days
this month

3. The Secretary General was
Imeted to St Charles de Percy
and Martchame to 13y wreaths
¢ the commemarations on June
6th,

b. Golf
The 2009 dates for the Golf
tourraments are

25th June - Haverfordweest Golf
Course,

27th August— AsceSprings Galf
Course, Usk

24th September - Chirk Colf
Course, Weaxham

Martin Griffiths i< the person to
corkact ¥ anyenels mterestad in
attending aither 35 3 player or
non player. His contact detaiks
can be faund in the last
nepsletter

c. Darts & Shooting
Competition

This is 1o be held at Nessdiffe
Barracks on Saturday
September 25th. it & hoped to
keep the (osts to a mnimum,
and there will be overnight
accommedation available on
Friday and Saturday night. The
sagetary  General  would
appredate total numbers by
Monday September Tth since he
will be away on the Batlcfiold

touwr from 1Tith - 16th
September.

It Is haped that memters will
stay Lo after the

presentations, since previously
many left before time

d. Race Day
There I no  information
avalable as yet. but should be
publishad In  the next
Newsletter,

ltem 6 — Future cost of
Magazines

The Regimental magasne has
taken on a new format and
appears to be extremely
populan with more colourad
photographs and artides The
st day forsubmission is the last
day of September to the editer
Majar keith Oultram The cost s
now increased to £3 i ordered
through the Branch Secretarios,
but £4 if sent by post. Major
Ouliram a'so relteratsd thatary
tem ordered should be done
using thve New Order form that
5 sent out with the Newsletter
Theform should Men besent to
RHQ london dong with a
chegue made payable to the
COrMectaccount s stated on the

orderform. A pointwas brought
up about last year's calendar,
wherey the Printers wore
gwen personal detads  of
Asscaation members, This has
now been tarted aut, and the
Printer has destroyed the dische
was ghven.

Item 7 - Christmas Card

The card Is still being printed,
but will be available for the
Summer newsletter. The cost
will rermain the same peice as
last pear.

Item 8 - St David's Day 2010

In 2010, 5t Daned's Day fals on a
Monday, and wlll definitaly be
celebratad with the Battgion at
Aldershot. |t will take on the
traditional form with
Presentation of Leeks ec.
Detals will be published in the
Winter Newsiatter

Itam 9 ~ Imber Court

A Sarvice of Remembrance, to
remember 3l those who died as
a result of enomy bombing an
Z0th June 1984, takes place at
Imber Caurt Eshar, on Saturday
June 27th. Colone! Stephens and
The Reverend Willy Prior will ba
officating and tumowt is
axpected o be good, with
London and East Glamorgan
Branches planning to attend in
numbers. This event will be
advertised  In the  Winter
Newshatier,

Item 10 - Review of the
Association

The President thanked all the
Branch Secretaries who took
time to retum hs cuestonnare
regarding the Association,
although five Branches dd not
resly. Some good points were
brought up. such as Officers
affiated to Branches should be
invited t> Branch events. The
President wil therefora provide
3 new listof Officers, which will
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be circulated to the Secretanes
wgether with the analyss of
results carried out by the
Secrotary Cenersl

item 11 - Association
Accounts

The Treasurer presented the
Regimental  Accounts  For
persal, and Informed the

meeting  they would  be
gvallable  throughout  the
afternoan

He informed the meating that

the total deficit betwean Income

and exgpenditure for the current

year is £1,594, and oMl money

has been spantforthe benefitof
, the Associanon

ltem 12 - Date of next
Annual General Meeting

Tha date of the next Annual
General Meeting 15 Friday June
T1th at Wellngion Baeracks.,

In condlusion, the President
anmounced that L/Sgt Mark
Margan (B4] wil be leaving RHQ
later this year after serving 11
years in RHQ. He i 3 person

who cannot say no’ and Is
always wiling tohelp, Mark and
his new wife zre moning to West
Wales and plans o become &
membar of the Pembrokeshire
Branch He will be missed hy
everyone at RHO and ako
emong Assodiation members.
L/Sgt Shane Brarddon & taking
over from Mark. and is doing a
very good pob.

This & 3lss ROMS Warren
Williams' |ast meeting, and he
has done a fantastic amount of
work for the Association and
RHD, particalarly with the
caendar and magazine He has
also been indispensble a5
webmaster atRHQ

The President thanked both on
behall of the Association, and
vt than asked by D Webb (N
Wales) to present cuff links to
Mzrk and Warren on behalfof N.
Waes, Merhyr and East
Glamorgan Branches.

The mesting was desed and the
Presidant orce again gave his
thanks for those who attended

FORECAST OF EVENTS 2010

JANUARY

FERRUARY

5 Londan Branch A, Wellngton Barracks, London
11 Monmouthshire Branch MM, Tawn Had, Abergavenny

1 ASSCCIATION STDAVID'S DAY, Aldarshot

APRIL

17 Ogmare Branch Arnual Dinner /Dance,
Masonic Hall Bridgend

18 North 'Wales Annual Reunian Lunch,
The Plough, The Roe, St Asaphe

23 Welsh Guards Band Concert
Brangwyn Hall, Swanses

24 Welsh Guards Band Concert
St Dandds Cathedra!, Pembrokeshire

25 Welsh Guards Band Concert
StDavids Hall Cardir

25 Midlands Annual Reunion Lunch,
The White House Hotel, Worcester

25 ASSOCIATION RACE DAY LUDLOW RACECOURSE

MAY
1 London Branch Ladies Lunchiime Party

16 Monmorthshire Brandh 'mived’ Sunday Lunch,
Maes Manor, Blackwood

29 Treoping The Colour « Major General's Review

JUNE

5 Trooping The Colowr - Colond's Review
11 ASSOCIATION ARMNUAL GERERAL MEETING
12 THEQUEEN'S BIRTHDAY PARADE

SEPTEMBER
914 ASSOCIATION BATTLEFIELD TOUR {Balgium and France)
ASSOCIATION DARTS AND SHOOTING COMPETITION (T84)

OCTOBER
22 Carcii! Branch S0ch Araual Dinner. St Peter's Hall. Cardéf
30 Mearmacthshire ranch Reunion Dinner

The Angel Hatal Absrgavenny
NOVEMBER
14 Remembrance Day

........................................................................

..........

DECEMBER
3 London Beanch Lunchtime Christrnas Party
Cardilf Branch Annual Lacies Night, St Fatar's Hall

Cardiff (TRA)
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Lieutenant Colonel Rupert Thorneloe MBE
by Colonel A | E Malcolm OBE Welsh Guards

upert Tharneioe was killed in action in Helmand province
on st July 2009 while travelling In a Viking armoured
venicls to vitit No 2 Company on the front line during
Operation PANTHER'S CLAW (PANCHAI PALANG). Aged 39, Rupert
was one of five Welsh Guardsmen who paid the ultimate
sacrifice in the service of their country during Operation

HERRICK 10 in Alghanistan,

Rupert vas sheays destined for
3 Miltary caresr; it wes in ha
Diood. Hs lather, Major John
Tharmeke Fad served i the
Cunners. Orgirally destined to
pin the Cavalry, It was the
suctess of the Yielsh Guards Pale
tesm m the Inter-Regimenta
Compettion i the late 15905
combined wath his love of the
gome that persuvaded him to
change kis choice of ragiment
He never looked back after
passing cut 3 Sandhurstin 1992

Ko pired the Battalon In
Balivke lyunder S cammand of
Trm Purdon and was very quickly
rted & a future <ar He was
apponted Adjutart n 99
following the Battalion's return
to Wallington Barracks from
very suczessful towr in Souch
Amagh  Beaders of this
magazine know orly tho wed
what a hugaly impeortant the
Adjutants role is 0 3 Public
Dutics Battalion. It reguires @
harp DEin 1 deg with the
encless requests  frem
Ministey  of  Delence
ceremonal eents,

mangomer and 150 from sewx

the
(2

foe

elficers af all three Services
reQuiring car parking for thow

daughters’ boyfriends It also
damands immerse hard wirk
avd great tax, At af of these
Rupert exceli

He ket me 26 his {ovmanding
Offioer the Comparny
Commeandas, FyeDuartemmasiers
even the Regimental Sergeant
Majer and his Drill Sergeants
haggry The Minsiry of Dedence
Headguarters London District
and Heaoquarters Housshald
Division kKnsw that ths Adueant
wis on top of his pb. Many
peophk had said that @ wr in
coantra
diffiouk time for the Bamalion. but
NS wAas Not the case, retertion
wes excslent and recutng
Pourehed Muwch of the
Battalon’s success was due to
e @xce Fance of e Adjutart

Lorddan W o |'0_ 3

Aftar graduating in the top 10
of NS year at St Colege, Rupert
retyrned to the Battafion to
command his beloved No 2
Compary, takng it to Northemn
Irgdand In the diffiout tmes of
the Fnad  drewdown
operanens, This was folowed by
3 Zyed oW In the most
demancing and mpartant
Grade 2 staff appainement in

of

g

Hesdquarters 13!
Divisian i Germany, which 350
rduded 3 T-manth deployment
ta Souch Eact eag and s here
that Rupert’s cugstanding work
nd 10 the awaed of the MBE

Armoured

At some stage the beightest and
the best hive [0 serve n the
Miristry of Defence and Rupert
did natescape. He became MA
0 the ALDS (Policy] 2nd then,
afier pramotion 1 Leutenant
Colonel. he was maved 3o the
office of the Segretary of State 1o
be his MG He wa geatly
acmirad by the beso Secretanes
of are wah whom he served
anditwas Des Bromne who gave
the adickerss at bz funeral service
i e Guards Chape on 16th July

In Qctaber 2008 Ruperttock over
command of the Battakon
Training fee the deployment 1
Afghanistan was baginning and
this was & good time for the
Commnding Officer to start he
ot of command Me wis
enemget, hard warking and
quietly suthartativa  Berhags
his greatest gifewas his ablity
fird time for eweryone and
amyone.  He adored ks
Cusrdumen and they responded
s Welshmen da. He |('ulil"—_(_‘.3
grast deal and s regezunirg
and ready smide, Caplured w
well on the famaus photograph
of him sthng againsta waklin hs
tomDat gear, was 3 sourte of
strangth and = great boost to
moealen dFficult imes

His belief 0 the misson was
infectious and It was that
confidence. combined with his
respect for 3| the scidkers in his
Battle Growp, which made him
such a3  hugely  adrmred
Commanding Officer. He was
descnbed by the (hief of the
General Stalt & being at 'the
leading edge of his gensraton
and his Brigace Commander
describad him a6 bang destined
for greatness in the Army

Serving m the Wesh Guards
Battle Group n Helmand ware
solfers of the Estonian Armmy
Rupernt 1ok & much careof them
as I did with his awn Welsh
Guardsman and they too kwed
m far that Afer his dsach he
was  awarded the [stoniar
Deferce Forces Ditinguished
Servives Decoration In
recogniban of his work far the
E2onars serving in Afghanktan
unger his cammand

Rupert was a parson of greal
compassion.  He love for his
Regiment and b= Guardsmen
was only surpassed by his iove
for s wale, 5aly, and ther two
young dsughters, Hannsh ano
Sophie. It is they who will e
withoul & husband and a father
and it = o them that qur
sympathy and  peayers are
alfgred, As for the Regiment we
3% A it with the manmy, many
memarkes of a truly great Wielsh
Cuardsiran




WELSH GUARDS RECIAENTAL MACAZINE

IN REMEMBRANCE

Major Sean Birchall

by Lieutenant Colonel C F B Stephens Formerly Welsh Guards

.

/2 .38

was sitting at my desk in Regimental Headguarters in Permanent |cint Headquarers
June 1999 looking forward te fishing on the Tost the !

following day when the telophone rang

It was the

Adjutant from Sandhurst who said there is a cadet here who
is kean to come to the Welsh Guards, can you come and se¢
him tomorrow? | am very busy tomorrow | said, just tell him
we are very full and | will see him in due course, | think you
should see him be repied, he is an outstanding young man

and you should not lose him,

Sean  Birchall
following day and was
immediately very impressad,
A vacaney In the Regment
miracukasly appeared and
Sean was commissioned o
December 199%
made hs

excepluonally

| met the

He soon
mark as an
platoon commander. He was
an inspiration 0 the other
youryg offcers and was craatly
respeced by Guardsmen

Olficers
Invariebly esked to serd the
bast officers (0 Serve outside
the Battakon andn 2004 %0an

{ommanding are

Was appainted o commmand
the Jurgle Warfare Scheol in

Belze, Hewas lutky to escape

competent

Serionls njury when a cooker
exphded In his face and he
spent several Weeks
recuperatirg n a LS Arrry
hospital in Washington. Sean
returned to the Battaion and
N 2006 he was apponted o
the taff of the US CENTCOM in
Tampa, Florids
him ¢ combat theatres
woridwida and his US genery
described him &% displagng
‘outstanding leacership and
phviica  cowrage  owring
dangerous combat missons
with the ground patrols.”

Sean returned ta the Staff
College ard Irom thers he
went to an impoartant Grade 2
appointment In The

His job took :

137

atMorthwood. Once again he
made s grest smpression, his
reporng officer writng a
suparb parfarmance from an
mpress e young officor,

Officers  retuming  From
appointreres away from the
Regment are supposad [0
repor 0 Regimental
Headquarters fery few
bather but Sean invarssbly did
s0. When | wes Ragimental
Adjutant hewould hways ook
Inang & was smariably good to
see him and hear his latest

SLONES and escapads.

In Z00B 13t Battabon Wels
Guards deplayed to
Algnhanistan This large Battle
Group commanded by Rupert
Thorneloe irvoived two rawly
farmed tompanees af Weldh
Guardsmen with Sean ssledad
to command X Company. He
made immediate

an anc

sigrifocant impect  the shaort

Dowas

: privilege  of

time he wx o Helmard

: Provinge, Hewas kiled an a

: routing patrol when an €D

detonzed near ha

i wehide He ComparySameant
Major described him & an
exreptions solder, an Inspired
i leader and mestimportantly 3
good man,’

In july 2004 Sean marned |o
and the arrivel of their son
Chartiein 2007 was a sourceof

Immense prade. It is o them

: that we offer our pragers and

: our thanks far hawng had the

Knawirg 2

i wondorful Welsh Guardsman

He was enormously proud of

i his Regmment and he kaved his
i Cuardsmen who n turnwodd

follows b arywhere. To o
arvl (harlie we offer our
despest sympathy. Sean was
an inspratienal  hushand,
fathar and Welsh Guardsman
and hs oeath wit be deeply
felt theoughout the Regament

| and beyond.
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Lieutenant Mark Evison
By Colonel AJE Malcolm Weish Guards

ark Evison died in Solfy Oak hospital on 12th May 2009.

On 9th May he had been kading a patrol In Hedmand

Province, Afghanistan whon It came under lire. He was
kit in the shoulder by a single round, and was helicoptered back
to Camp Bastion Field Hospital. Despite the best efforts of the
doctors he was showing no signs of recovery, and was flown
Back to Selly Ok hospital, Brmingham. He was aged 26

Mart was aducated at Dulwich
Callege, Charlerhouse  anvd
Unforg Brookes Universdy when
he réad Land Economy. Me then
went o Sondhirg ovd e
ommissiored Into the Yelsn
Cuards i December 2007 Inhk
shorttime in the Reqiment Mark
made an encemon; impact bot
e mace an impact n almost
He achweved
nuth i his short ke

everyihmg he dd

&5 a yourg boy Mark was the
First of his South Lendan C

Sous o gun the Cub Scout
Challenga. Iy the CCF at Dudwich
Mark wen Best Codet In 1996
and fezt Gunner in 1997 Fram
Dulwich Mark wan a
uhoarshp o Charerhouss, He
had perfect prch and could
ey become  a
profes=onal musiclan: he plaved

music

hawe

the o¥lle ardd prano to a high
standard  Howmeower, bo loved
physcal chalenge and jou

Defore e A Lewels he ran the

Londeon Marathon in 2houwrs and
W minutes, In his gap year he
passed the RCB
Sanahurst bot [ust mssed bang

entry

swarded 3 Gap Year
Commission hampered By b
redative  yauth:  instead he
woorked 35 3 [ackaro0 on 3 sheep
1arm in the Australian cutback
Duning and after Unnarsity he
continged with his lowe of
ahenlure ard pereons
challenge: he zpent sik morths
INing (& olBtain sporsorship
[ursccessfully) 1o organise an
expecion [0 Dem2 the
YouNgEst undupported persan
to welk 1 the South Foke a
ereamat nis for many years, end
trained fur two weeks on the
glociers af Nonway, living in syb-
10 temperstures. AtSacdhorst
Ne ongansed an acseniurus
training expedition to the |ebel
Aldha mountars in Oman

Afser the mandatary platoon
Commangers course at Brecon,

whare he was awarded an A
grade with 3 recommandation
to rebum as aninsiroctor, Mark's
Frst year in the Battalion was, as
it abaarys i frenetic A battietield
tour of Normandy with the
Regiment’s ofd and bold wes
folowed by the Queen's Birthday
Parade and then exorckes
Carada and Germany. Traning
for the deployment o
AFgnanstan started inearnsstin
the autumn of 208 and hs
plaaoe floyrished
Quarderes realsed that they
nad an cuestanding leader and
that they would be in good
hards for the forthcoming towr

On the morming of 9th May
Mark’s patrol was engaged in a
Ferce Fre Righe with the Takeban
He managed toextracthak of his
patrod fram 3 dirouR situation
and whilst trying (o Gain 8 betis
view of the grouna hewas shat
in the shauider. Desplta this
serbous weund ke remalned
COradous and canbnued to issee
orders to his men  The entire
patrol retumad 1o e Dase and
there 5 no doubt that Mark's
profess onalsm arvd presenceof
ming saved further loss that
moming

Mark's platoon had reckramed
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him 007 M C'_-'u'tr.:'dm;
Officer Sesonbred hm oy one of
v linest young aIhcers of his
geraration and & truly
remarkable young man. Hi
Brigade Commanderin Helmand
said that 'in 25 years in the army
I have never heard soiders speak
with such sfectian abast ore of

meiroffcers

Mark was an imspirational young
officer. He was mieligent
charming. charsmati and he
had 2 wioe ardle of friends from
| wrales of Mo, The 1055 of Mark
o active service has left @
Sapng holein the Regment, but
of courss i is his Faesily who wal
carry the burcken of WS death
and to them go the thaughts
and prayers of all Welsh

Guardsmen

Mier hs dexh hs fBamily
estabishad a Foundstion to
provie funds 0 promote the
phwacal, perscnal and mental
cevdopment af young people
This is & wondarful tribule in
remembrance of a  maly

sutstanding  young man:
donstions can be maoe to the

Mark Foundabon

org

Ewsen
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Lance Sergeant Tobie Fasfous
by Major D W N Bevan

ance Sergeant Tobie Fasfous joined the 15t Battalion Welsh
Guards on the completion of his training &t the Guards
Training Company, Catterick, in 2007 &t the age of 21, From
an early start & 3 Guardsman Tobie Fasfous showed a significant
degree of promse passing the rigoross selection process

required ta become 3 sniper

Such proenise and potential was
displayed Further on cperatonal
wurs W Bosng and lrag, Of
particular
Sergeant Tobie Fasiowd's highly
nuanced and palute
understancing of ocal axtoms
and larguage which san him
favourwith thelocal communty
inlrag

note  was Lance

Such an advanced abiity 1o be
able to undarstand and woek
well with others was one of
many hne attrnbutes o lance
Sergeam Fasfouss character.
Thas qualiy
corstantly admirad by lance

sapinng VAL
Sergaant Fasfous's peers ard
superions Aike Lance Sergeant
Fashous, or Tas" a8 be wes known

: hghl

: worked

by his friends. was renowned for
s ablity 1o de 0keto ey ate

s gAdkly Into & tearmry thanks o &

urique serse of humour and
distnctve charisma
Indesd the commander of the
Farward Dperation Base (FOB) in
Afghanistan cee of which Fas

i was last operating, Maoe 5am

Plant Light Dragoons stated

“In the short peciod of bme that
the FOB Keenan rogos had
Fas
bacome a very spedyl membaer
o the team, .. He was wudely
fegankedc as 3 s of the FC8 In

very respect”

together hed

In acckeion 0 such strengm o
getning on well withothers, 3y 2
highly devaicped professional

streae which had shown (tsell
corsisiently  througnowt b
Tooie readiy applied a
profound Mtelect and resiience
In acapeing tao a wanety of

LAreeY

combat SlusIGes srvd
operavonal thaatres. n addition
hewasknown forhis Baderskip.
drive snd determnacian all of
which drew the highest of

regard from s fefiora soldies,

¢ Sergesnt Marper, Larce
yergeant Cunnngham
Grardsman Walters and mierry
others from 3 Section st

“Fas was moee than Just 3 feliow
vadier Hewas a dosefriend and
N Inspraten 0 B N

Throughot the ime he Spant in
Afghanistan he  onduced
henelin s professional marner
andd had alot of prdka n the waork
he accomplished Fas, thank you
for everything you have taught
us. Cur Promise to vow 15 thal

your professionaiiam @nd pride
will carry 00 In us untl the day
w2 MR again”

Wih suth phenomenal potential
and pramise in mnd, & i< wih
profound regres that Tobie kst
his Afe whilst on foot patrot on
28th Apet 2009 Hewas warking
a5 a Moctar Are Cantroder out of
FOB Keeran near Gersek whilst
atahead wo The Light Dvagoans
Bawe Group. HS role within the
larger BAF iciune was indeed
seantisd Through allieg in
Indirecxfice in supporteffrancly
forces Toble  contriduted
taessrth setting the condtions
for the Alghsn Natenal Securty
TONCes 10 phay 3 graater mie in
defendding thair own nation

Lance Sargoant Tobie Fasfous i
survived by his mother, Anre,
who works in the Midcke East
angd his partner K=lly Gore who
Ives in Briogend
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Lance Corporal Dane Elson
by Major D W N Bevon

ance Corporal Dane Elsan's began life in Harare, limbabwe
on 26th September 1986. Mis career in the Army :
ommenced in 2004 at the age of 18. Upon completion of

his training at Catterick as part of the Geards Tradning Company :
ha joinod the 1st Battalion Welsh Cuards when based in RAF St
Athan. Lance Corporal Dane Elsen's formative Army years 35 2
Guardsman saw him take part n Operations Tours to kraq in
2004 to 2005 and Bosnia In 2006 to 2007,

Lance  {orporsl Beon  very
cuckly became known within
the Ist Battalion lor

eemplay Gqudities

his
He was
et for errbodying much that
13 desirabie and paskive about
the meodern Srinh Arrrrg Sedlless
physical
QuAaltess
which Lasce Comoral Eson vax
¢erlainly net shart of Indeed
many recall fandly the impad
that an usformunzie acodent had
o Bim durng the Bacalion’s

commitmant and

COUrage were such

ore-deployant trarng for Op
BERRICK 10 Corpora
Eklon was injurad coring 3 quad
b‘.lﬂg COUrse, resuRing m his
hand baing placed i a cast and
therefore aso dedayihg  his
daparture dae for Afghanistan

Lance

H rescbon was. notto shy sway
from Qoming stuck in with his
solokers the
gssocsted physical rigoyrs that
thi= sntaled, but instead, to
rasthe break his weist free from

feliow ard ol

the plactor and grecend () of
WS Much to  his
deappomment, medical staff
were adamant that he tzke the
NECESSAry time (o recover

fire

In addtion Lance Corparsl Dane
Ekon’s charscter WY
neteworthy for ks abuncano
good humour and sodablity As
3 gregarious and piwscally fe
widier Lance Corporal Elson
relshed the cpporntusity to play
rnogby. 8 passion he most
cetamly shared with 3 strongly
rugtny orkentyed regment. His
peers loved 12 b2 3round him
and NS superkrs nated the
pasttive effect that such an
ouclock had upan his plstcon
Indeed as the Battalion Seccad
InCammand. Makor Andvew
Speed MBE recalls

‘He friends descrine him »s
beng a5 <otsble & 3 young
Cusrduman can Be: be was
untversally regarded a5 beng

10

relabdy good foe merale For
Lance Comporal Ekon's Fiends
na night was comolete without
RS presence.

ILEs With deep regrat that such 3
wel-lked and stroeg Walsh

Guandsman tragecally lost his ife

in Afghenistanan 5t uly 2009
Lance Corperal Bisen was portof
3 fire support groun atached o
B Company, Znd Zattalion The
Mestian Ragment and was kiled
whilst on patral a5 part of
Dperabors PANCMAI PALANG
{PANTHER'S CLAW), in Babeit,
Halmand  Previnee Lance
Cargoral Ekan was dlied when
an Impegvead Explosive Devdce
spicded as his fire support
Jroup maved off from 3 position
havng provicked fle Support for
comraces from the Mercan
Regiment ta dear an enamy
compound

It was suitably fiteng thet the
fragc créumstances kadng to
Lance Corporal Eson's daath
were embroded by 50 much of
what he had come to represent
As a2 Fre Support Team
Commander he  aspayed
autstanding physical courage
ang sefless commitment a: he
paid the ukimate saofice n
order to procect those whom he

served alangside, Agan Majcr
Anckew Speed MBE sacourns the
truly humbing naturg of Lance
Corporal Elson's characer

L was 50 tyokal of Lamce
Corperal Elson 1o hare been
providing Cover anvd locking out
for s mates when he died, he
Ived his life with 3 wery seifless
athos which inspired others”

Itwas cetainly the casethat this
Inspratuns dmension w his
persondity, such an essental
comparandt of esdership had
marked hem cot for 3 brghe
futuen  Recendly  promoted
before caploying to Alphanstan
£ was dear 1o many sround and
S0ve P that he was destnad
for great things Mejor Austen
Salusbory h= Company
Commander dearly made note
of sudh potentiat

“Lance Corparal  Elson
recantyy promoted becsuse he
embadied al the gualities of the
ez promesng of pnilorieaders
cutsianding fimess, calmness
e pressune and an nitense
reliabiby. When he tid deploy
he proved a5 expeQed 1o be ¢

W

Wry SEA0ng tagm commuanderin
the demarding operatinna
erdrenment of Afghanistan”
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Gdsm Christopher King

Coldstream Guards

vardsmon King died whilst serving on cperations in the

Nad o Ali District in Helmand Province. He was serving &3

a rifleman with Number 2 Company, 1st Battalion Welsh
Guards. Me wos part of a Section of Coldstream Guardsmen who
had been sttached to the Welsh Guards since the and of last year,
and who bave been working with 2 Comgpany throughout.

Cuardsman Kieg was working 2z
partal s baarn responsdiie for the
protection of wehide pstrols,
which  inwdvas  chedking
vunerable pants are dear of
danger.

On the marning of his desth he
wWES on Suay 3 patrol on
Operatico SAWNCHA] PALANG &
vazs on foct dearing avulneratie
pont wren an  Improvised
Explasve Devee detonated. He
died immediately from the
Injunaes caused by the blast

Guardsman  Christopher King
wis bom on 1 June 1989 In
RBirkerhesd, near Liverpadd Ha
jainad the Army and, on passing
o of the Infantry Training

{entre. Catterick. m Aug=z 2008
ne joined Number 2 Compary
15t Battahon Codstream Guards
He quickly completed o sharp

shocter's course and tock part
N tactical exercises waeh the

: Battalian At the and of the year
he toak part in state coremonal
2 dutiss in London, I eardy 2009
i he voluskesrad b $arve wih 152
Hattalian Weish Guards for a six-
i month

o W

operaonal

i Afgharistan.

i Although his trme with: e Welsh
i Guards wasshore he had settied
H well ane quickly become o
i popular mamber of his platoon

i He had haped to complete a
i srepercourse on his return i the

- challenges he roold wlumeer

141

UE, are of the mast demanding

for. He had creat potantal, ang
wil be sersty missed by al whe
knew him

Guardeman King lived in West
Buctiand, Devon

AMajor Henry Bettnson, his

Compaery Commandar, said

*Guardsman showed
tramencous cprit oy
wlureaeing 1o serss with the
Welsh Guards in Alghanistan
Some michtwew an Englshman
fining 3 sister battasan, fercely
provd of its Welsh heritzge, as 8
dauring prospect Bul
Guardsman King was feacess.
Ha quickly sattled -
Company says ke= about haw
we welcomed him, but mare
abouk how he wert ont of his
W3y ©© met Us NS new
Cotleagues

King

into

"He srrived n the battalian last

I deployment
: samecne wha was more than

I uncormplaning

yoir g guckly estabished
himsgf dwring our pre
training as

capabia of holding his cawn,

"He wat 8 robasl anergetic
ard  raliable

young man wha hed 8 serge of
fun. Hs dry sense of humour
i ooften surfaced in conversation
i O thoughes ore with nis farmidy
at this very sad time, He will not

ba forgatten 5 wa continue to
memember him.*

He= family pad the folowng
ribue

"Chris was a tremendous son; he
was peawd to be a Guardsman
and ded sarvng his ountry
doing 4 job he loved. We arevery
proud of the fact that Chris was
pespamd 11 do his duey, belpng
to secure & lasting peate gnd
provice stabikty o the people of
Afghanistan,
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Private John Brackpool
The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

Crawley West Sussex, He joined the Regular Army and

Prlnto John Brackpool was born on 11th July 1981, in

served with his locsl regimens, the Princess of Wales's
Royal Regiment. John Brackpool’s time in the Regular Army saw
operational tours in both Kosovo and Irag. Having left the
Rogular Army ba volunteered to deploy as o Reservist with 15t
Battadion Welsh Guards om Op HERRICK 10 in Afghanistan.

Jobn Brackpoo! tragicaly kst his
li0n 9tk Jky 2009 whisttating
part in Oparation FANCHA)
PALANG [PATHER'S CLAW). John
s on sentry duty rear Chara.
Anjir, outside Lashkar Gah in
Helmand Province when hewas
sruck by enemy fire, Decpits
Immedize medics  attenton
feam his comrades within the
Prinvoass of Wales Company his
Inpuries warg too severe for
o he saved

Those wiehin e 15t Bamaion
Welsh Guards who zerved
oGk and 3w e were
Lruly taken asback by haw quickly
nat only a Reservss, bot an
Emglshman codld fit into &
Regiment wih such 3 strong

Afghaniston
i etremaly lkcableard engaging

: naicnal dentty. Indeed twould
D APPAX tstmany 1o he truly

froendy and personsale
character thit he 30 quickly
Decame an 2omeed and well
respected member of his
platoon. Majr Gikes Harris, his
Company Commander remarbed

"Private Brackpool joined the
Prince of Wales Comaany a3 &
Reguiar Ressryist and instantly
becare popudar amongst the
Wessh  Goardsmen he had
waunlseraeg o sernw with n
He wes ean
man. His l3d hact ankude and
tremnendous sange of humaur -

i mostoftan at his own expenss -

made him 3 hugey valued

member of bs patoan, who i

P Quikdy came  know hm as

Braks™”

I Wha was Froguantly notad as

commendatble of Jahe's

character was his aoundant and

warelanting serse of humour

I ATooUNtS e nurerous of e

Imgact thal he nad n fong e

: monle of his follow saidkrs, In

|
|
|

4z

ore partiodar egisade John fdl
through a reof and into a
compound havng attempied o
A000L & Mire pesiticn in order 1
proadens secicn mth Inhmane
profection, AsSergaani Blegow
nis

Saction Comnmander

recounts

e W thougn the  roof
shoting out In hes loudent
scoent 'get me ok, gat me oull’
¥ie had to break 3 wall down o
gethimout hethen il theouch
the hak jobn and even the
Lornpary Sergeant Majer wera n
NS of laugheer.

N addition to his unique seif

deprecating seeso ol humoue
maety s loaked ca admirably
A his experanca. At tha Juniar
lowel he was dearly an rwaluable
3552000 his platoan commandes:
Cperational lowes in Kosovo and
Irag  ensumed that much
expanerce  and  knowdedoge
coukd be shered amongst those
It experienced  young
Guardsman. Regardless of this
experience it was dear that John
reained a <ertain degrees ol
hurniity when deabng with
others. Major Gles Hanis ot

e of such

“Havng slrasdy completed twn
towrs of Kosowo and brag he
brought 3 huge amount of
Feperence with Mim yet he was
humile down to earth and took
cxchdayas ecame’

lobn  Brackpool &
survived by hs LArenis. parinrer
ada Young son

Private
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Wo regret to announce that notification has been received of the deaths of the following

24236021 1LSgt E E Bennet
Dved: 4th Septarnber 2009 Aged. 55
served: 28th Septermner 1974 - 23rd Sepramber 1983

2741332 (SM D R Boak
Died: 2009 Aged: B2
Served: 2éh September 1945 - 29th june 1970

397195 Maj W | Burchell
Died: Sth June 2009 Aged; 80
Served: Srd May 1947 - 314 July 1967

22612296 Gdsm C Crasswell
Died: July 2009 Aged: 76
Served: 15th Navember 1951 - 1dth May 1957

27401049 Gdsm D Dennis
Died: Mth Navember 2009 Agad: 32
Sarved li[';.o:(-{»‘:l‘ﬁt:&' 1944 - 1Bth February 1948

22460435 R F Edwards
Died: Bth February 2009 Aged: 75

Served: 15th June 1953 - &th February 1955

22217390 Gdsm Evans
Died: 11th May 2009 Agad: 75
Served: dth May 1951 - éth May 1554

2733828 Sgt C Everitt
Died: Sth October 2000 Aged: M
Served: 1<z December 1939 - 13th May 1343

2741640 Lo</Sgt G Foster
Dued: Z8th April 2005 Aged: 80
Served: 15th August 1546 - 30th [uly 1948

23129219 ) M Francis
Died; Sth Seprember 2009 Aged: 75
Served: 14th April 1955 - Sth May 1957

22022578 Gdsm E Goodwin
Died: 22nd June 2000 Agead: 9
Served: 15t April 104 - 15t [anuary 19409

397877 (Capt) The Rt Hon The Lord Dean of Harptree

Died. 1st April 2009 Aged; 34
Served: 23th lanuary 1944 - 15t Janwary 1949

27364735 CQMS E Hart DCM
Died: May 2009 Aged: §9
Served: 23rd May 1940 - 1th September 1946

2735531 R E Jenkins
Died: 24th Septernber 2009 Aged: B2
Served: jan 1990 - 1995

2735934 Sqt RE Jones
Died: 2006 Agad. B
Served: 18th March 1540 - 8th May 1946

22217134 Maj | E Jones
Ded: Z2nd May 2009 Aged: &0
Served; 9th February 999 - 23rd October 1963

23929687 Gdsm R Joseph
Diad: 4th August 20409 Aged: 60
Served: dth fanuary 1967 - 24th July 1972

24263847 Sgt P Keepin
Diad: 26z July 2008 Aged: 49
Served 1975 - 1987

278644 Capt | A Xevil
Died: 15¢h October 2009 Aged: 86
Served: Sth Jure 1943 - 23rg lune 1951

Maj Gen P Leuchars
Cied. 17th July 2009 Aged. 87

Served: 26th February 1947 - 1976

2737916 L/Sgt R Lewendon
Ded: 12th May 2009 Aged: BB
Served: 1940 - 1945

2740198 Gdsm W G Lioyd
Died: 26th August 2009 Aged: B2
Served. 12th December 1944 - 11th March

411999 Capt G S Lort-Phillips
Died: 30th August 2009 Aged: 7%
Served: 22nd July 1950 - 19th March 1953

371698 (Capt) Sir D Mansel-Lewis
Cied: T7th Aped 2009 Aged: 81
Served: 18th October- 182h Apeil 1548

2733675 Gdsm W Mapp
Died: 14th Cctobar 2009 Agad: 94
Sarved: 21 August 1933 - éth August 1945

23523070 Gdsm B Morgan
Died 20ch lanvary 2009 Aged. 69
Served: 29th August 1958 - 29th August 1965
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We regret te announce that notification has been received of the deaths of the following

22217076 Gdsm W Qwen
Died. Sth October 2009 Aged: 76

Served: 22nd September 1548 < 16th February 1954

22831349 RW Parry
Died. Bth November 2008 Aqged. 70

Served: 15th August 1935 - 15th August 1955

22831834 Gdsm B ) Peet

Died: £th December 2008 Aged. 49

Served: 15t Ooober 1957 - sk September 1960

2741309 Gdsm E E Roberts
Died: 2009 Aged: 81
Served 1th October 1945 — 2Bth May 1948

22217809 Gdsm T M Roberts
Dead. 7th Marcn 2009 Aged. 73

Served: 15¢h June 1953 - 13th March 1957

22433114 Gdsm R Rosser

Ded. Juty 2007 Aged: T7

Served: 12th Febiruary 1951 - 12th February 1954

2739527 LCpl H B Rowlands
Dred. 17th Novemnber 2007 Agead: 82

Served: 4th May 1944 - 2nd January 1948
22831092 LSqt D Sloman

Served: 1st dugust 1954 - 31st March 1964
2735318 Sgt CD Smith

Dred 26th October 2007 Aged: 89

Served; 1939 - 1945

229122 Lt ) D Stratton-Ferrier

Died. 2009 Aged: &7

Served: 19th Febeuary 1941 - 1Eth Odteber 1

2735318 Sgt CD Sutton
Died®2 15t October 2008 Aged: 89

‘}"-arw:d' 29th Septembar 1939 - 8th October 1945

458607 Viscount of St Davids

Died: 26th Aped 2009 Aged: 7

Served. 15th November 1958 - 2nd June 1940

23877341 Sgt B Turley
Dred: 16t August 2009 Aged: 63

Served. 1962- 1974

22831028 LCpl X Walker

Dred: Zist Ociober 2008 Aged: 72

[ AN B 4

Served. 3rd May 1954 < 3rd May 1957

176791 Colone! V G Waltace
Died: 20th December 2009 Aged: B8
Served. 8th March 1941 < 20th |anuary 1973

2738396 Gdsm ) Whitehead
Died: January 2009 Aged: €5
Served: Z5th June 19492 - 29th March 1947

22831624 Sgt D Whiting
Died: 2nd Jaruary 2009 Aged; 69
Served: 15t Septermnber 1956 - 1st Septembar 195

468171 Major R C Wilkams MBE
Died: Tth July 2000 Ao
Sarved: 9th Nowember 1961 - 28th February 1972

2740291 Gdsm W O Williams
ded: 22nd August 2009 Aged: 83
served. 9th Movember 1944 - 19th March 1948

2831746 LCpl N Wikson
Dvad: 26th December 2008 Aged: 68

Servad: 25th Apnl 1957 - 28th August 1975

23523269 Gdsm H Worsley
Dred: Sth Apel 2000 Aged: 66
Served 27t Aprl 1959 < 14th May 1964







